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elcome to the Iowa Lutheran Teachers Conference!  We are thrilled that you are 

here with us to learn and grow, worship, relax, enjoy fellowship, be equipped, and 
be encouraged as you continue to serve our Lord Jesus Christ.  As we read in 
Hebrews 10:23-25, “Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for He who 
promised is faithful.  And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward 

love and good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging 
one another– and all the more as you see the Day approaching.”  Our hope in our Savior Jesus, compels 
us to gather together TO encourage and to BE encouraged as Lutheran educators and 
administrators.  This is a time TO bless others and to BE blessed as well.  We are extremely blessed, 
because we are Made New!  “If anyone belongs to Christ, there is a new creation.  The old things have 
gone; everything is made new!”  2 Corinthians 5:17. This is our Iowa Lutheran Teachers Conference 
Theme for 2023: Made New!  Our Identity is in Christ.  Because He died and rose again, we are no 
longer slaves to sin.  We are made new, and as His new creation, we gather together to be blessed at 
this conference through our worship, our presenters, our Bible study, and our fellowship 
opportunities.  May we feel inspired and enlightened and take this NEW joy with us back to our 
ministries.  God’s continued blessings as you serve Him!  We are Made New!  
 

by Heather Nitzel, Chairperson of Conference Planning Committee

 

 

 

2023 Conference Planning Committee  
Heather Nitzel, Iowa Great Lakes, Spencer, Chairperson  

Sue Barlow, Mt Olive, Des Moines  
Frank Parris, Central, Newhall 
Sarah Popp, Iowa Great Lakes, Spencer  

Jennifer Rethwisch, Lutheran Interparish, Williamsburg  
Jill Schmitzer, Trinity, Davenport, Secretary 
Cathy Sprengeler, Trinity, Boone 
Jan Doellinger, Assistant to the President - Schools, Iowa District East 

Rhonda Mohr, Assistant to the President for Education, Youth, & Family Life, Iowa District West 
 

THANK YOU! 
We thank God for blessing this year’s conference with these supporters:  

Special thanks to: 

• Rachel Mann - "Made New" logo 

• Liz Roberts and Donita Van Hamme from St. John's-Victor LWML - banners 

• 4imprint - bags and lanyards 

• Carole White, LCEF - journals  

• Concordia Plan Services - financial support 

• Iowa Association of Christian Schools (IACS) - financial support 

• Central Lutheran School, Newhall - altar, cross, stands, and liturgical backdrop 

• Pastor Robert Zellmer from Bethel Lutheran Church, Lawton, Iowa - Audio/Visual   

 

W 
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KEYNOTE SPEAKER 

 

 

   
Dr. Micah Parker is the founder of Trust Guy Ministries. He has led over 400 events and has presented 
over 650 times since 2007: with audiences up to 30,000 people across 30 different states as well as 
Canada.  In addition, he has been a featured speaker at 8 LCMS National Youth Gatherings.  
   
In July 2023, Parker returned to California Baptist University as the Vice President of Athletics.   
   
In July 2020, Parker became Vice President for Athletics at Northwestern College in Orange City, Iowa. 
   
He spent four seasons as the top assistant on the Drake University Women's Basketball staff. Before 
coming to Drake, Parker was the Director of Operations for Women's Basketball at the University of 
Nebraska in Lincoln for one season. Prior to his appointment at Nebraska, Parker was an Assistant 
Professor and Head Women's Basketball Coach for four seasons at Concordia University in Seward, NE, 
where he led his team to the Sweet 16 in the 2002 NAIA Tournament. His 2002 squad posted a then 
highest ranking in school history at No. 6. The Bulldogs finished 28-6 and were established as an NAIA 
powerhouse. Before taking over the women's program, Parker spent eight years teaching at Concordia 
and assisting the Concordia Men's program, helping them to three conference championships, six 
straight NAIA Tournament appearances, and a Final Four appearance in 1992.   
   
Education: 
University of Nebraska, Lincoln, 1999 Doctorate of Philosophy Educational Admin - Educ Leadership   
University of Nebraska, Lincoln, 1994 Master of Education Sport Pedagogy   
Concordia College, Seward, NE, 1991 Secondary Education, Health, Physical Education and Coaching   

 
He has been married to his wife, Amy, for 25 years. They are the proud parents of Emma (23), Jonah 
(20) and Gracie Joy (15).  
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Dr. Micah Parker  

Keynote:   

“Made New” If anyone belongs to Christ, there is a new creation.  

The old things have gone; everything is made new!   

2 Corinthians 5:17 

 

Keynote 1: Thursday 9:40 am   

HOW TO TRULY TRUST GOD 

Understand the difference between praise trust and adversity trust. Provide practical ways to overcome 

adversity with Christ. You will never look at the word "trust" the same again! This talk is an emotional 

roller coaster. It may involve audience participation, tears, and lots of laughter. Get ready to push 

beyond your spiritual comfort zone and TRUST.   

Based on Proverbs 3:5-6, Psalm 23, Romans 8:28, and 1 Peter 5:7.  

 

Keynote 2: Thursday 4:15 pm   

EFFECTIVE LEADERSHIP 

The difference between being an effective Christian leader vs. just being successful. The three 
steps presented in this talk will be easy for you to remember. Dr. Parker will "lead you home" 
and challenge you to "touch all the bases" in the game of life.  An emphasis on servanthood, 
following, and a personal relationship with Christ is shared through humorous and thought-
provoking stories. 

Based on Luke 22:27, John 10:14 and Galatians 5:13-14. 

 

 

Keynote 3: Friday 8:45 am  

MIGHTY WARRIORS 

A unique review of Gideon and his great followers. Overcoming great odds is the emphasis. Dr. 

Parker will make you feel like you are with Gideon's men as they prepare to watch God fight for 

them. So many things in this life seem to be going against us and we can get overwhelmed with 

the huge odds we seemingly face. This talk empowers us to be mighty warriors for Christ, despite 

being outnumbered.  

Based on Judges 6-7 and Joshua 24:15. 
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Worship and Devotional Leader 

Rev. John Schonkaes – Christ the King, 

Altoona, Iowa 

Rev. Schonkaes attended Concordia University, Ann Arbor, 

where he received his Bachelor of Arts degree in 1993. He then 

attended Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, where he earned his 

Master of Divinity degree in 1997. Rev. Schonkaes was first 

called to Holy Trinity Lutheran Church in Parma, Ohio, where 

he served for four years and then was called to Christ the King 

Lutheran Church in Altoona, Iowa, where he has served for the 

last 22 years. In Iowa District West, Rev. Schonkaes has served in a variety of capacities 

including Circuit Visitor, Dean of the Junior Youth Gathering, Pastoral Counselor to the Des 

Moines East Zone of LWML, and District Secretary. Rev. Schonkaes has served his community 

as a chaplain for the Altoona Police and Fire Departments and as a founding board member of 

Caring Hands Outreach Center.  

 

 

Dinner Speaker 

Rev. B. Keith Haney, Iowa District West 

Fort Dodge, Iowa 

Rev. B. Keith Haney, Assistant to the President for Missions, 

Human Care and Stewardship, has been an ordained pastor 

for 30 years.  Prior to coming to Iowa District West, he served 

in multi-ethnic congregations and served in the Northern 

Illinois District office.  Rev. Haney writes a blog to encourage 

believers in their faith journey and non-believers to explore 

difficult faith issues. He also has a regular podcast titled Bridge 

Builders where he discusses an array of topics with experts in 

their field. 

Rev. Haney’s role in Iowa District West is to assist congregations with strategic planning, 

visioning, outreach to the community, cultivate a culture of generosity, and foster a climate of 

human care that connects faith to crisis situations.  He is married to Miriam (Bickel) Haney and 

they have six children, Mitchell, Todd, Sharon, Jonathan, Sara Grace, and Zane.  They have 

two grandchildren – Matheo and Nalah. 
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IOWA LUTHERAN TEACHERS CONFERENCE 

Sheraton Hotel – West Des Moines, Iowa 

October 19 & 20, 2023 

AGENDA 
 
 

 
 

DEVOTION AND WORSHIP 

LEADER 

Rev. John Schonkaes 

Christ the King, Altoona 

 
 
SPEAKER AT DINNER 

Rev. Keith Haney 

Iowa District West  

 
 
 
 
 

Thursday, October 19 

 9:00 Arrival  

 9:25 Opening Devotion – Rev. John Schonkaes 

 9:40 Keynote 1 – Dr. Micah Parker 

 10:50 Break 

 11:00 Sectional 1 

 12:00 Lunch 

 12:45 District Meetings 

 1:30  Sectional 2 

 2:30 Break    

 3:00 Sectional 3 

 4:15 Keynote 2 – Dr. Micah Parker 

 4:45 Break 

 5:30 Dinner    

 6:15 Rev. Keith Haney  

 6:45 Send Off 

 

Friday, October 20 

 8:30 Opening Devotion – Rev. John Schonkaes 

 8:45 Keynote 3 – Dr. Micah Parker 

 9:30 Break 

 9:45 Sectional 4 – Servant Event 

 11:00 Closing Worship – Rev. John Schonkaes 
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IOWA LUTHERAN TEACHERS CONFERENCE 

REGISTRATION FORM 

October 19-20, 2023      

Sheraton Hotel, 1800 50th Street, West Des Moines  

     MARK Y/N ATTENDING DINNER SECTIONAL CHOICES        

NAME OF ATTENDEE (S)       

              (INFO FOR NAME TAGS) 

Y 

N 

Teacher Email  #1 #2 #3 

1.      

2.      

3.      

4.      

5.      

6.      

7.      

8.      

9      

10.      

11.      

12.      

Reserve your hotel.  Register for Conference.  Both registrations due by September 26, 2023. 

Total School Staff Attending _____ X $130 registration fee = Total Amount $ ________  
Retired/Emeritus Staff Attending ____x $60 registration both days              $ ________ 
Register online at: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/23ILTC  
 

Any dietary preferences should be indicated on your registration.      
 
Make check payable to: IOWA LUTHERAN TEACHERS CONFERENCE and  
Mail to: Iowa District West, 409 Kenyon Road, Suite B, Fort Dodge, IA  50501 
Registration Deadline: September 26, 2023   

Use the above worksheet to gather the information to complete “online registration.” 

HOTEL Reservations – Conference is held at the Sheraton Hotel, 1800 50th Street in  

West Des Moines.    Make your staff room reservations by calling the Sheraton Hotel at 

515-223-1800 by September 26, 2023.  Ask for the “Iowa Lutheran Teachers 

Conference” block of rooms.  The cost is $111 per night plus tax.  

Name and City of School 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

 

_______________________ 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/23ILTC
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SECTIONAL DESCRIPTIONS 
 

SECTIONAL #1 AT 11:00 AM 
 
#1-01  GIFTED 101: HOW TO FIND AND SERVE THOSE GIFTED KIDS    ALL GRADES 

LORI DANKER   ADMINISTATORS 

 

Have an issue with the ‘G’ word? Curious about what giftedness ‘looks like’?  Wonder what affect the 

Students First Education Savings Account may have on your way of doing business? For these tidbits and 

more, check out this session.  

 

 

#1-02 CURRICULUM CONVERSATIONS:  A CYCLE FOR SUCCESS ALL GRADES 

ALICIA LEVITT    ADMINISTATORS 
 

Creating and protecting time for meaningful faculty curriculum conversation is just the first step toward 

understanding how your teachers collective efforts can positively impact student learning. Don't wait for 

your accreditation year to begin conversations about curriculum and instruction. Learn about an ongoing 

cycle built for success! 

 

 

#1-03 TEACHING KIDS HOW TO SHARE THEIR FAITH ALL GRADES 

REV. CHRIS NITZEL  ADMINISTATORS 
 

We do an amazing job of teaching kids about Jesus, but I've began to wonder, “Are we doing a good job of preparing 

the kids to share their faith?”  Through that wondering, I've begun to revamp the way I teach confirmation and seek 

to teach kids how to talk and share their faith.  In this sectional, we will talk about the importance of being able to 

share our faith with others, some ideas of how to incorporate faith sharing into curriculum, and techniques for sharing 

the faith. 

 

 

#1-04 STUDENT FREEDOM IN THE ART ROOM ELEMENTARY  

EMILY NOLTE  THRU MIDDLE SCHOOL 
 

Is it possible to conduct art classes without everyone doing the same project? In this session, we will 

explore ways to give students more freedom to create in Art class. 

 

 

#1-05  BALANCING PERSONAL STRESS AND SCHOOL STRESS ALL GRADES  

KARI SMITH ADMINISTRATORS 
 

Life happens for teachers too. Church workers do not have a magic bubble protecting  
their marriages and family from the challenges of life. Have you experienced financial stress, disagreement 

in your marriage, unexpected diagnosis, death, or a situation with your child that is causing you to feel  

stressed out? In this session, we will walk through how to deal and manage the stress. Stress at school will 
affect your home. Stress at home will affect your classroom. With the help of God's works, statistics from 

research, I hope you join us as we use this time to refocus your love for Lutheran schools.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



9 

 

SECTIONAL #1 AT 11:00 AM – CONTINUED 
 
#1-06    WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE FLUENT IN  

 MIDDLE SCHOOL MATHEMATICS? MIDDLE SCHOOL 

MOLLY SWEENEY 
 

During this session we will define what it means to be fluent and learn about activities and routines that 

can be used to develop and support fluency. In this session, we will focus on computational fluency 

strategies with whole numbers, fractions, and decimals. 

 

 

SECTIONAL #2 AT 1:30 PM 
 
 
#2-01 DIFFERENTIATION:  CAST AWAY OLD WORRIES;  EARLY CHILDHOOD 

 Let’s Approach Differentiation in a New Light! ALL GRADES 

LORI DANKER  ADMINISTRATORS 
 

If the concept of differentiation is enough to put you on edge, know that differentiating for your  

students does not need to be stressful. It is possible to build a framework around differentiation to ensure 

that essentials are explicit. In this session, we will explore categories of differentiation and share strategies 

and resources that hopefully help you cast (any) concerns aside and put this approach to teaching and 

learning in a new light. 

 

 

#2-02   TEACHING LOVE OF GOD AND COUNTRY EARLY CHILDHOOD 

JULIE DUEKER  ALL GRADES – ADMINISTRATORS 
 

Our communities need Jesus, and our children and youth are the servant leaders He can use to spread His 

love. Julie will share the tools God has given during her direction of Young Patriots Club to effectively teach 

and share love of God and country in the classroom and community. She’ll share new patriotic  

and Christian pieces from her book Because of You Old Glory Flies, written in response to the heroes she’s 

met and her effort to honor and bless them. 

 

 

#2-03 FAITH IN THE FIELD - HONORING CHRIST THROUGH 

 EXCELLENCE IN ATHLETICS  6-9 GRADES THRU 

DR. MICAH PARKER HIGH SCHOOL – ADMINISTRATORS 
 

How to Praise God in Athletics: This talk focuses on the similarities between being a Christian and being an 

athlete. It also points out how our society is using sport as a religion and how the Christian athlete and 

coach should truly glorify God through their sport. After spending 17 years as a successful college basketball 

coach and 14 years as a college AD, Dr. Parker stresses that participation in athletics does not build 

character, it reveals it. Both athletes and non-athletes will benefit from this message. Based on Colossians 

3:23-24. 

 

 
#2-04 WE PRAY EARNESTLY TO THE LORD TO SEND OUT LABORERS INTO HIS 

 HARVEST!  SET APART TO SERVE AND YOU! EARLY CHILDHOOD 
GLENN ROLLINS ALL GRADES - ADMINISTRATORS 
 

1) Engage participants in a general discussion of the mission of SAS and the importance of their own role 

 in that mission. 
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SECTIONAL #2 AT 1:30 PM - CONTINUED 
 

2) Identify, examine and share practical ways to form, encourage, and support current youth and adults 

 (second career) to be church workers in congregations and through our schools with a focus upon the 

 SAS resource hub launched in September 2023. 

3) Discuss how the curriculum partnership between the Lutheran Church Extension Fund, Concordia 

 Publishing House, Concordia Universities, and SAS will involve the hundreds of schools of the LCMS in 

 the cultivation of young people for His work. 

4) Share about the development of the comprehensive web page for the eight church work vocations 

 offered by our Concordia Universities. 

5) “GRollins #1 Most Important Method” is to be intentional about church worker recruitment for the future 

 of our church and her schools. 

 

#2-05 READING BEYOND 6-8 GRADES 

KRIS SEEMAN 
 

Books, books, books! How to inspire students to read beyond basic curriculum assignments and 

anthologies. Book tastings, individualized book connection/knowledge sharing, cross-curricular projects, 

and more ways to fuel the joy of reading beyond the Language Arts classroom. Encouraging educators to 

see reading as a tool to help older students connect to the past, present, and God's vast future. 

 

 

#2-06 HANDLING TRAUMA IN THE CLASSROOM EARLY CHILDOOOD 

KARI SMITH  ALL GRADES 
 

Trauma is an emotional response to a terrible event. We have all seen students deal with trauma whether 

it was a death, diagnosis, an accident, a divorce, or something else unexpected in the lives of our families. 

This session will walk through the stages of trauma and give practical ideas on how to handle it in the 

classroom. 

 

 

SECTIONAL #3 AT 3:00 PM 
 

#3-01   WHAT MAKES LCMS LUTHERANS TICK:   EARLY CHILDHOOD 

  BASICS FOR CONTRACTED TEACHERS  ALL GRADES - ADMINSTRATORS 

REV. SEAN DAENZER 
 

The LCMS has so many schools because it cares so much about teaching the Scriptures and the Lutheran 

confession of faith to its children. It rosters its Lutheran teachers to ensure that they teach truthfully and 

well. This great benefit also can have a downside for contracted teachers: the LCMS world can be hard to 

break into, especially if you're not an LCMS member yourself. This session is just for you. We'll lay out the 

basics of Lutheran theology and a path into further learning about what we do and why we love it so much, 

so that, even if you are not an LCMS Lutheran, you will better understand the context in which you are 

teaching and the convictions that give rise to the aims and expectations in LCMS Schools. 
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SECTIONAL #3 AT 3:00 PM  - CONTINUED 

#3-02 BRINGING HISTORY TO LIFE IN THE CLASSROOM  6-8 GRADES 

EMILY NOLTE  
 

Are you searching for ways to teach history to your middle school students? In this session, we will take a 

look at some of the different methods I use to bring history to life in my middle school classroom, making 

students excited about social studies. 

 

#3-03 TEC21- "BYTE-SIZE" ALL GRADES 

AMY SCHROEDER AND LAURA ULLMAN 
 

Looking for innovative ways to use technology in your classroom? Check out our “byte-sized” morsels of 

all things TEC21: We will experiment with various tools to integrate technology in your teaching. We will 

share ideas that will have students actively engaged in collaboration, assessment, and presentation. 

Tec21: Connecting and equipping Lutheran school teachers to inspire students in Technology Enriched 

Classrooms.   

 
#3-04    CREATING A LITERACY-RICH EARLY  EARLY CHILDHOOD 

 CHILDHOOD CLASSROOM   

KRIS SEEMAN 

Bringing reading and writing early literacy alive throughout the WHOLE classroom through student-focused 

intentionally planned opportunities. Attendees will discover how to enrich their current classroom 

environment and bring it in focus tying God's Word, reading, and writing in every center. Young readers 

become leaders; let's encourage them to be leaders sharing God's Love! 

 

#3-05 BREAKING THE CHAINS OF HUMAN TRAFFICKING   EARLY CHILDHOOD 

NIKKI STALLMAN ALL GRADES – ADMINISTRATORS 
 

Human trafficking is the second largest and fastest growing organized crime in the United States. It's 
happening here, too! Chains Interrupted fights human trafficking through awareness, to prevent this from 
happening to one more of our precious youth, who are incredibly vulnerable. You will learn what human 
trafficking is and what it looks like here. You will become familiar with grooming techniques and the most 
common methods traffickers use to lure victims into trafficking. You will learn possible signs of human 
trafficking and how to respond or how not to respond to a possible human trafficking situation.  

 

#3-06 WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE FLUENT IN ELEMENTARY 1-4 GRADES 

 MATHEMATICS 

MOLLY SWEENEY  
 

During this session we will define what it means to be fluent and learn about activities and routines that 

can be used to develop and support fluency. In this session, we will focus on basic fact fluency. 
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PRESENTER BIOGRAPHIES 
 

REV. SEAN DAENZER 

 Rev. Sean Daenzer is Director of LCMS Worship and the chaplain at the LCMS - Synod’s 

International Center, St Louis, Missouri. A trained church musician and pastor, coming from a 

long line of Lutheran school teachers, he previously served seven years at a dual parish in rural 

North Dakota. He and his wife, Audrey, have four living children and two awaiting the 

resurrection.  

 

 

LORI DANKER  

 Lori Danker (aka Lora Duffy-Danker; MA, MSE) is the Immediate Past-President of the Board 

of Directors of Iowa Talented and Gifted Association (ITAG), a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization 

in Iowa whose mission is to advocate, educate, and network for gifted students, teachers, and 

programs. She is a retired educator of 37 years in public education, most of which were spent 

with the College Community School District (Cedar Rapids Prairie). Lori is a product of private 

education, married, and the mother of two adult sons who were identified for gifted and talented 

services. 

 Gifted and advanced programming from Lori’s perspective and experiences have shaped her 

as a parent, an educator (‘regular’, advanced, and/or remedial classroom language arts, reading, 

history, health, advisory, world language, coaching, K-12 ELP Coordinator, IOAPA administrator, 

and an endorsed teacher of gifted students working in a variety of capacities) and  her roles at 

ITAG, facilitator for SENG - Supporting Emotional Needs of the Gifted, Model Parent Groups, and 

as an Adjunct Lecturer for the University of Iowa’s Gifted Endorsement Program. She is a national, 

state, and local presenter.  

 

 

JULIE DUEKER 

 Julie Dueker is a third-grade teacher at Mount Olive Lutheran School in Des Moines, Iowa, 

who loves sharing her passion for God, music, and patriotism with children of all ages. Julie is the 

founder and director of Young Patriots Club, a Christian ministry of freedom-loving youth whose 

mission is to honor God and uplift American heroes. She and her young patriots perform at various 

events honoring heroes by reciting historical documents, singing patriotic songs, and sharing 

poetry, including the poems in her book “Because of You Old Glory Flies”. Julie is blessed with a 

wonderful husband, three adult sons, one of whom is now married. 

 

ALICIA LEVITT  

 Alicia Levitt has been serving Lutheran schools in Indiana for over 25 years.  She has served 

as an elementary school teacher, early childhood director, and school administrator, and currently 

serves as the Interim Executive Director for The Lutheran Schools Partnership in Fort Wayne.  She 

has a B.A. in Elementary Education from Concordia University Chicago, and a M.A. in Curriculum 

and Instruction from Concordia University Irvine.  Alicia is originally from Wilton, Iowa, where she 

attended Zion Lutheran School. 
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REV. CHRIS NITZEL 

 Pastor Chris has been involved with Lutheran Education his entire pastoral ministry.  He has 

taught confirmation in the Lutheran classroom setting, served on an accreditation team, led and 

organized chapels, and has been an advisor to a school board.  He has also served as the dean 

to the IDW Senior Youth Gathering and is the father of four boys.  He is currently serving as the 

IDW PALS facilitator with his wife, Heather.  He believes Lutheran education is a great blessing 

to the church. 

 

EMILY NOLTE 

 Emily Nolte is a middle school teacher at Mount Olive Lutheran School in Des Moines, Iowa. 

She lives in Ankeny with her husband and three children. She has proclaimed herself as the queen 

of Social Studies at Mount Olive and as such uses a collection of things to help her students retain 

as much as possible. Emily also teaches art in a way that allows students to explore their own 

creativity. 

 

DR MICAH PARKER – KEYNOTE SPEAKER - SEE KEYNOTE PAGE 

 

GLENN ROLLINS 

 After over 41 years of experience in Lutheran education, Glenn Rollins was called to be 

manager of the Set Apart to Serve effort of church worker recruitment efforts for the LCMS.  Glenn 

grew up in Colorado and after graduating from Concordia-Nebraska in 1979,  

he was blessed to work at educational ministries in California, Nevada, Colorado, Minnesota, 

Missouri, Iowa, and Illinois in roles from teacher to principal to head of school.  During the past 

20 years in administration, the challenges of finding the right teachers for open positions in 

schools that he served stoked his passion to advocate for recruiting of the next generation of 

church workers for schools and churches. 

    Glenn and his wife Susan currently live in Watertown, Wisconsin.  They live close to their eldest 

son, daughter-in-law and only grandchild.  They have two other sons and daughters-in-law who 

live in Colorado and Minnesota.   

    Glenn believes it is exciting to be part of this effort on behalf of His church.  He is thankful and 

honored to have been called to this position.  He looks at how the Lord uniquely placed him in 

several ministries over the years, giving him the experiences and contacts necessary for this 

work.  

 

 

AMY SCHROEDER 

 Amy Schroeder currently serves as teacher and principal at Trinity Lutheran School in Boone, 

Iowa.  Her professional experience includes teaching in various middle school academic areas 

while sharing her passion for integrating technology into classroom teaching. Amy serves as a 

TEC21 workshop facilitator for Iowa District West.  
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KRIS SEEMAN 

 Kris Seeman is an educator at Trinity Lutheran School in Boone, Iowa, as the preschool 

teacher-director. She has been teaching for over 20 years and holds a master educator license in 

early childhood education and in language arts. Kris has taught preschool through 8th grade and 

finds joy in children of all ages. "Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by 

name; you are mine" (Isaiah 43:1) is her favorite Bible passage giving strength and purpose to 

the everyday. Kris and Eric (her husband) have been married for 33 adventurous years. They are 

the parents of five adult children and two beautiful grandchildren. 

 

KARI SMITH 

 Kari Smith was born and raised in southern Minnesota (GO Vikings) but left her roots to attend 

Concordia, Nebraska. She graduated with a degree in elementary education and was beyond 

nervous to take a call anywhere and God led me to Iowa to teach 3rd grade at Trinity in 

Davenport. She met her husband, Roby Smith, while attending Concordia. After five years of 

teaching, she decided to be a mom by day and lead high school by night. At the same time, she 

studied to get a master's degree in education, thinking God would lead her back into a class- 

room. Kari connected with Lutheran Family Service in 2015 and began her role as a pregnancy 

counselor, adoption caseworker, and congregational services leader/speaker. In 2019, her pastor 

convinced her to resume her role with high school youth. 

 She has four children: Noelle, a sophomore at CUW; Kyle, a junior in high school; Adam, an 

8th grader; and Natalie, a 7th grader. Kari's experiences in life have led her to love working with 

people in crisis. She believes that when something bad happens, she has three choices: let it 

define me, let it destroy me, or let it strengthen me.  

 

NIKKI STALLMAN 

 Nikki Stallman has a background in law enforcement and education. She has spoken publicly 

on the topic of human trafficking since 2021. She first became involved in the anti-human 

trafficking movement as a volunteer and presenter and has been the Outreach Program 

Coordinator for Chains Interrupted since March of 2022. Nikki frequently does presentations for 

schools, businesses, churches, civic groups, and other organizations. 

 

MOLLY SWEENEY 

 Molly Sweeney has been an educator in Iowa for the past 30 years. She currently is a math 

consultant at Heartland Area Education Agency.  She has a passion for helping teachers learn 

best practices and incorporating best practices into their classrooms. 

 

LAURA ULLMAN  

 Laura Ullman currently serves as a third-grade teacher at Trinity Lutheran School in 

Davenport, Iowa.  Her professional experience includes teaching various grades while sharing her 

passion for integrating technology into the classroom. Laura serves as a TEC21 workshop 

facilitator for Iowa District East.  
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WORSHIP  
OFFERING 

 
 This year, our worship offering will go to support students choosing full-time church work as 

a Lutheran teacher.   

 It is our prayer that more and more people will consider serving the Lord as a Lutheran school 

teacher.  Join us in praying for and financially supporting them through your conference offering. 

 Iowa District East and Iowa District West will split the offering and designate the money for 

“scholarships to future Lutheran school teachers.” 

 

 

SERVANT EVENT 

 
Lutheran World Relief Personal Care Kits. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Iowa Lutheran Teachers Conference 

 

 

If anyone belongs to Christ,  

there is a new creation.  The old things  

have gone; everything is made new!   

 

 

 


