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A Mission/Outreach Journey
Celebration Event Team Guidelines
Celebrating is a vital element in the Christian’s daily life.  In the Book of Acts, we see again and again that the early Christians, although highly persecuted, celebrated the gifts of the Spirit with joyous and grateful hearts.  At the end of the 50 Days Ablaze journey is a good time for the Christian congregation to celebrate God’s grace and mercy through His Son, Jesus Christ, and the work of the Holy Spirit in the lives of His people.  
The 50 Days Team in conjunction with the leaders of the congregation should determine how much to budget for the celebration expenses.  This event can be simple or elaborate, but the important element is that the congregation is joyfully celebrating the mighty works of God through Christ and by His Spirit in His Church.

The Celebration Event would naturally be held at the conclusion of the 50 Days.  It could be on a Sunday or any day of the week.  Decide on a time when most people would be able to attend.  The size of your congregation will be a determining factor as to where to hold the celebration, whether at your church or some other location.  It could be after the worship service with light refreshments, or it could be a sit-down dinner.  
If photos and video are being collected during the 50 Days, consider putting together displays or slide shows to present during the Celebration Event.  If the 50 Days Team is inviting people to share their stories (a sample form for this is on St. Luke’s website), consider asking one or two people to give a testimony.  Look for pictures or stories from the Servant Events, the Missions Fair, worship, the small group experiences, and in particular as to how God is producing new life and spiritual growth in the hearts and lives of individuals.

But we had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead
 and is alive again; he was lost and is found.'" (Luke 15:32)

Websites:  www.lcmsworldmission.org and www.stlukecabot.org.
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