You are really cookin!

by Karen Driscoll, Director of Discipleship
"You Lutherans are really cookin!"  That was President George W. Bush's response when LCMS President Gerald Kieschnick shared information about Ablaze! during a White House briefing with U.S. Protestant leaders early last month.

Ablaze! is a vision of the LCMS to involve every member in one focused effort to share the Good News of Jesus Christ with those who do not yet know Him.  The LCMS goal is to share the Gospel with 100 million uncommitted or unbelieving people by the year 2017 when we will celebrate the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation.  

During this past Easter season, St. Luke had the opportunity to journey together for 50 Days Ablaze!  We focused on God's gift of grace through His Son, Jesus Christ and His commission to us to tell this Good News to other people.  We discovered that we are all mission responders and have the opportunity to grow in His love as we learn, pray, give, tell, send, go and celebrate.

The 50 Days is behind us, but the journey has just begun.  How are we going to continue with the vision of Ablaze!?  First of all, each time you share the Gospel with an uncommitted person, fill out a Gospel Contact Card and place it in the offering plate.  (Our lives of witnessing are also an offering to the Lord.)  We will pray for the contacts that have been made.  The number of contacts we make each week are recorded on the LCMS World Mission website (www.LCMSworldmission.org).  

Following the 50 Days, we were invited to nominate people for the Missions Team that is being formed.  Names were submitted of people who have shown a passion for and  commitment to reaching the lost.  We will announce this team once it is in place, and they will help us keep our mission focus.  

Ask God to show you the opportunities to be a mission responder.  Pray that the Lord of the harvest will send out workers into the harvest field, and when He calls answer, "Here am I.  Send me!"

