50 Days Ablaze! Sample Announcements 
SMALL GROUPS
The 50 Days Ablaze! Journey will soon begin.  We will need plenty of small group leaders for a seven-week commitment, beginning         
(date)         and ending         (date)        .  The study material is easy to use.  Leaders will “walk” the group members through the material, show a video, and facilitate discussion.  Sign-up forms for Small Groups are on the clipboards in the pews.  Please take one and pass them along to other adults sitting around you.  You may use this form to indicate your desire to be in a 50 Days Small Group, and/or being a Small Group Leader.  Please pray about volunteering to serve in this role.  Place your completed form in the offering plate, turn it in to the church office, or call        (name)    at    (phone number).
KICK-OFF EVENT
On         (date)        at      (time), we will kick off our 50 Days Ablaze! with a light lunch, video and presentation in the         (location)        .  Copies of the 50 Daily Devotions will be distributed at that time.  Mark the date and plan to attend as together we make a commitment for the 50 Days journey.

Plan to attend the Kick-Off event for 50 Days Ablaze! and receive your copy of the 50 Days Devotions.  Our guest speaker,         (name)  from  (organization)   will share an inspirational message to encourage us.  Kick-Off times and locations:


(list times and locations of Kick-Off events.)
PRAYER
50 Days Ablaze Prayer Groups are being formed to pray for specific areas of the Ablaze Movement in our congregation.   If you would like to be in a Prayer Group, contact         (name)        .   Pray for our congregation to be excited about the 50 Days starting on     (date).  Today you can pick up a copy of the Pray for Us missions calendar that will help you to become acquainted with the many mission areas of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. 
Each week during the 50 Days Ablaze! every family will receive a Prayer of the Week and a Prayer Tent that includes a Bible memory verse based on that week’s theme.  Please use these resources to enhance your prayer life and Bible study regarding the seven mission responses.
BIBLE STUDIES

50 Days Ablaze! Bible Study:  “God’s Grace . . . Our Response.”

During the 50 Days Ablaze, we will turn to God’s Word to learn seven ways to respond to God’s love for us in Jesus Christ.  We will also view short video clips and identify how we can all become mission responders, making God’s mission our mission.  This study will be offered on Sunday mornings at     (time)     during the Sunday School hour and in also in small group settings at various times and locations throughout the week.

Sr. High Sunday School Heats On Fire! “Did not our hearts burn within us…?” (Luke 24:32). I’m sure by now you’ve all heard of ABLAZE! It’s our church’s focus on being mission-minded in our world today and doing something about it! Check this out—The Lutheran Church (LCMS) has taken on the challenge of reaching 100 million folks with the Gospel by the year 2017 both here and abroad!  This is huge! YOU are a part of helping reach that goal. In Sr. High Sunday School from         (date)   to   (date)   , we’ll talk, dig deep into His Word, and brainstorm ideas to check out how WE fit in that plan and how each of us as teens can support the variety of missions. Don’t miss being at the     (location and time)    .  Be a part of helping others set their hearts on fire for Christ!

MISSION FAIR

50 Days Ablaze! Mission Fair & Celebration
Sunday, May 15, 8:30 a.m.- 1:00 p.m.

St. Luke’s Educational Wing

Everyone is invited to share in the fun, fellowship and food!  Join us as we celebrate God’s blessings among us and demonstrate the opportunities we have for reaching out with the Gospel message of salvation as Christ’s witnesses in our daily lives (Jerusalem), in the local community (Judea), cross-culturally (Samaria) and throughout the world (to the ends of the earth).  “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”  (Acts 1:8)
Plan to spend some time at the Mission Fair/Celebration on Sunday, May 15 from 8:30 a.m. to 1:00 .pm. in the school lobby and stroll through the hallways to visit with representatives from over 30 organizations in Butler County, the Greater Pittsburgh area and beyond. Representatives from the American Red Cross, Adult Literacy, Blind Assoc., Habitat for Humanity, Hosanna Industries, Lighthouse, Meals on Wheels, United Way, Sonshine Kitchen and many more will be on site to answer questions you may have. This also gives people an opportunity to see the many ways you can volunteer your time, talents and treasures that we have been so richly blessed by the Lord. Hope to see you there!

GOSPEL CONTACT CARDS

The LCMS Ablaze Initiative has set a goal for us as a church body to share the Gospel with 100 million people who are not believers or not committed to the faith.  Ambitious.  Daunting.  But necessary—because souls are at Stake.  Souls for whom Christ shed His blood.  The challenge is for each of us to be sharing the Good News with others.  We are using the yellow Gospel Contact Cards to count the seeds planted, so that we can report them to LCMS.  The cards are available on the information tables in the narthex, at the back of the transept, and in the Activity Center lobby.  Each week that you have shared the Gospel with others, write the number of contacts made, the date, and your name.  Place the cards in the offering plate, as your life of witness is an offering to the Lord.  Each week we will pray for the contacts that have been made, that the seed of God’s Word would take root and grow in their lives.  We are ALL witnesses – at ALL ages.  Children are included and are encouraged to turn in contact cards as an offering for prayer and counting.

MISSION PROJECT
As part of the 50 Days Ablaze! initiative, our church is sponsoring a church/school wide mission project. The Orphan Grain Train is in desperate need of the health kit items listed below. After the items are collected they will be shipped to the Orphan Grain Train in Norfolk, NE and then shipped directly to aid victims affected by the recent tsunami.

THE WEEK BEFORE

Today is the Kick-Off Event for 50 Days Ablaze!  Plan to attend and receive your copy of the 50 Daily Devotions.  (Give times and locations)

WEEK 1:  The First Mission Response:  Learn  

Memory verse:  “On hearing this, Jesus said, ‘It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick.  But go and learn what this means:  I desire mercy, not sacrifice.  For I have not come to callt he righteous, but sinners.’”  (Matthew 9:13)

Jesus truly rose from the dead and ascended victoriously into heaven (Col. 3:1-4).  Paul encourages us to raise our sights toward heaven where our glory will come to pass.  Let’s help others to also look up to see the grandeur of spending an eternity in heaven.  

WEEK 2:  The Second Mission Response:  Pray

Memory verse:  “This, then, is how you should pray: ‘Our Father in Heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.”  (Matthew 6:9-10)
When Jesus appeared alive to his disciples on Easter evening, he breathed on them and gave them the Holy Spirit and the power to forgive sins in his name.  The message of forgiveness in Christ is the best news that we can share with fellow sinners.

WEEK 3:  The Third Mission Response:  Give

Memory verse:  “Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”  (2 Corinthians 9:7)

When the two disciples on the road to Emmaus recognized that Jesus was truly alive, they ran back to Jerusalem to share the good news. May God’s Spirit cause us to be eager and joyful in sharing the good news of Jesus.
WEEK 4:  The Fourth Mission Response:  Tell
Memory verse:  “The first thing Andrew did was to find his brother Simon [Peter] and tell him, ‘We have found the Messiah.’”  (John 1:41)

Jesus came so that His followers may have life and have it to the full.  What a precious message of hope we have to share with others who, without Christ, are still wandering around in spiritual darkness.  (John 10:1-10)
WEEK 5:  The Fifth Mission Response:  Send

Memory verse:  “Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I send?  And who will go for us?’  And I said, ‘Her am I.  Send me!’” (Isaiah 6:8)

In our Gospel for today, Jesus encourages us not to let our hearts be troubled, but rather to put our complete faith in His promise that He has gone to heaven before us to prepare a place for us and all believers. That promise is too good to keep to ourselves!  (John 14:1-12)

WEEK 6:  The Sixth Mission Response:  Go
Memory verse:  “Then Jesus came to them and said, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  Therefore go and make disciples of all nations…’”  (Matthew 28:18-19a)

Jesus assures us that whoever loves Him will also be loved by His Father as well as by Jesus himself.  We have the privilege of sharing the love of Jesus in word and deed.  That is indeed a great privilege!  (John 14:15-21)

WEEK 7:  The Seventh Mission Response:  Celebrate

Memory verse:  “But we had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.”  (Luke 15:32

On the evening before His death, Jesus prayed fervently for His disciples.  Later in this same chapter Jesus indicates that He is praying not only for His disiciples, but also for all who in the future will believe.  That includes us!  What a joy to know that we have a Savior who prays daily for us and longs to have all people know and believe in Him.  (John 17:1-11)

PENTECOST

In our Gospel for today, Jesus reminds us that our greatest spiritual enemy, Satan, has been defeated. Now we can look with confidence to our risen and ascended Lord and invite others to join us in this journey of faith.  (John 16:5-11)
