[image: image1.jpg]lyniting the World |with Chriet's Lo

°





A Mission/Outreach Journey
Kick-Off Event Guidelines
The Kick-Off Event serves as a springboard for the journey and should be held one week before the start of the 50 Days.  Plan and promote the Kick-Off to be an exciting event.  A good time to hold it is Sunday morning following worship since people are already in the building, but consider offering it also on Monday evening for those who can’t be there on Sunday.  Announcing ahead of time that the Daily Devotions Books will be distributed at the Kick-Off encourages people to attend.  

For Sunday, arrange to have a light lunch served—preferably finger foods on a sturdy disposable plate or tray that can be held on the lap.  On Monday evening, serve cookies or desserts and drinks.  Videotape the guest speaker on Sunday so that you can show his message Monday night.

You could arrange for a nursery for young children; however, the Kick-Off should be no more than one hour, and families could be encouraged to include their children since they, too, are potential mission responders and would benefit from the experience.
A sample agenda may look something like this:

· Music and mealtime prayer by the worship leader.

· Lunch served (finger foods that could be served on a Styrofoam tray and held on the lap, i.e., veggie pizza, sandwiches, chips, cookies)

· Welcome by the Director of 50 Days Ablaze!

· Showing of the 16-minute Ablaze! video provided by LCMS World Mission on the Ablaze! DVD (still available from World Missions)

· Inspirational message by a guest speaker (i.e., a missionary, a missions executive, or a district representative)
· Song (“Here am I, Lord” would be a good selection)

· Words of encouragement by the pastor

· Distribution of commitment cards and Gospel contact cards

· Special music during the distribution
· People turn in their commitment cards and received their Daily Devotions Book as they leave

Websites:  www.lcmsworldmission.org and www.stlukecabot.org.
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