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Welcome to this special Small Group experience!
Why Take This Course?
God’s Grace . . . Our Response was developed to help congregations find ways to get involved in God’s mission. There are many LCMS congregations that are interested in God’s mission, but don’t really know how they can help involve their members. Some of them have too narrow a view of what mission involvement is (for example, only “giving” or only “going”). Others are wondering what first steps to take. This video is designed to help.

God’s Grace . . . Our Response shows seven different ways congregations can get involved in God’s mission. These ways are called “mission responses,” because they are ways people respond to God’s gracious love in Jesus Christ—that is, by becoming actively involved in the effort to bring the news of that grace to everyone in the world. The seven responses are learning, praying, giving, telling, sending, going, and celebrating.

The video segments feature LCMS congregations that are strong in that particular response. Viewers have a chance to see the congregation in action learning, praying, giving, telling, sending, going, or celebrating, and also to listen to congregational leaders talk about how their members got started with their involvement. Among the LCMS congregations featured are both large and small congregations, black and white, rural, suburban and urban, from places across the United States. All are actively involved in God’s mission.

Group Sessions
This study guide includes seven sessions—one for each of the mission responses.  Each session should be about an hour long.  Each section includes reading material, Bible verses a five- to eight-minute video segment, and discussion questions. 

Small groups can build community by sharing responsibilities, such the group members taking turns bringing refreshments (a requirement for an enjoyable gathering!).  Also, as the group members become familiar with the format, others can take turns leading the discussion.  Rotating homes for the location of the group meeting is also an option.  It will be a wonderful adventure as the group builds relationships together, grows spiritually, and learns more about God’s mission.  Have a blessed journey! 
Materials Needed
You will want to bring with you. . . 
· This study guide

· You Bible

· Pen or pencil
· Extra paper (optional)
God’s Grace . . . Our Response
We love because He first loved us. (1 John 4:19)

Introduction
As Christians, all of us have received God’s grace. We all know the story of how much God loved us--so much that He sent His only Son Jesus to become a man, and to live, die, and rise again for our sake. We know that God has taken away our sin and made us part of His own family, though we’ve done nothing to deserve it. This is what we call grace. We didn’t earn it or work for it--it comes to us purely through God’s great love for us.

Now that we are God’s own children, God has given us other gifts as well. One of them is the privilege of being part of His mission to the world. God doesn’t need us, but because of His grace, He gives us the privilege of working with Him to bring other people to faith in Jesus Christ. And as we get involved in God’s mission, we experience the joy that comes from pleasing the God who loves us. We respond to God’s love for us by getting involved in God’s mission to the world. 

There are actually seven main ways that people get involved in God’s mission:
The first mission response is learning. We can get involved in God’s mission by learning about the mission--about the mission challenges, the opportunities, and what the church is doing to reach lost people with the Gospel. This is a very important response, because it forms the foundation for everything else we do in mission.
The second response is praying. We can pray for God’s mission as individuals and as a congregation. We can focus on specific countries or missionaries, or on mission challenges like reaching Muslims and Buddhists. This mission response is extremely important, because God has told us to pray for His mission. Again and again LCMS missionaries write and say, “Please keep praying for us, it’s really making a difference.”
Then there’s giving. When we give to support missionaries, mission projects, or mission work in general, we are making it possible for more people to hear the Gospel. We share in the service of our missionaries.
The fourth response is telling. Whenever we tell about what God is doing in mission, we encourage others to get involved too. We help them to understand the incredible things that the Holy Spirit is doing to bring lost people to faith.
The fifth mission response is sending. Sending is what we do whenever we notice that others have the gifts to serve as a missionary, and we encourage them to think about doing that. Sending is also what we do when we write to missionaries, encourage them, and care for them when they’re on home leave. Our sending supports the mission service they do.
Then we have going. We go into God’s mission whenever we ourselves serve as missionaries, whether it’s overseas or right here in our own backyards. Some people go as volunteers, or as career missionaries; others go on short-term mission trips for a few days or weeks. All of these are responding to God’s grace by going.
The last way we respond to God’s grace is by celebrating. We can celebrate God’s mission during worship together, whenever we remember all the things He has done to bring lost people to Himself. We can also celebrate God’s mission when we have special events, such as mission fairs and festivals. It’s right that we should thank and praise God for everything He’s doing to bring lost people to faith in Jesus Christ.
You’ve probably noticed that many of the responses overlap each other a bit—for example, you can’t really pray unless you learn a little about the people you’re praying for, and you can’t go very effectively unless someone’s there to send you. In this way, one mission response leads to another, until a congregation gets involved in all seven.
That’s just a quick overview of seven ways we can respond to God’s love and get involved in God’s mission. During the upcoming weeks, we’ll be learning more about each response. We’ll also be thinking of ideas for how our congregation can be involved in each of the mission responses.
In this video series we’ll be seeing LCMS congregations from across the country. Each one of them is strong in a particular mission response. As we watch and listen to how they are involved in mission, we may find some ideas that will work for us as individuals and as a congregation. 

Session 1 - Learn

Come and see what God has done,

how awesome His works in man’s behalf! 

(Psalm 66:5)

Opening Discussion Questions 
1. How would you describe a “missionary?”
2.
Share something that you already know about missions.
One of the ways we get involved in God’s mission is by learning about it. There are several different ways we can learn about God’s mission. 
Bible Discussion Questions: Learn About God’s Mission
1. What is God’s view of the world?
· Genesis 1:10, 12, 18, 21, 25, 31

10 God called the dry ground "land," and the gathered waters he called "seas." And God saw that it was good. . . 12 The land produced vegetation: plants bearing seed according to their kinds and trees bearing fruit with seed in it according to their kinds. And God saw that it was good. . . 18 to govern the day and the night, and to separate light from darkness. And God saw that it was good. . . 21 So God created the great creatures of the sea and every living and moving thing with which the water teems, according to their kinds, and every winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. . . 25 God made the wild animals according to their kinds, the livestock according to their kinds, and all the creatures that move along the ground according to their kinds. And God saw that it was good. . . 31 God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. And there was evening, and there was morning-- the sixth day.

· Romans 8:19-21

19 The creation waits in eager expectation for the sons of God to be revealed.  20 For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the glorious freedom of the children of God.
· John 3:16
16 "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.

When God looks at the world, He sees the people He sent His Son to redeem. This includes us personally, since we are part of that world. It also includes everyone else for whom Jesus died and rose again. 
2. What is God’s mission for the world?
· 1 Timothy 2:3-4

3 This is good, and pleases God our Savior, 4 who wants all men to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth.

So we can see that God wants everyone to be saved through Jesus Christ our Lord. That’s why God’s mission is so important.  This isn’t the only place in the Bible that talks about God’s mission for the world. It would be easy to do a Bible study on God’s mission plan from Genesis through Revelation.
3. Who are the people God cares about?  Where are they?
· Matthew 28:18-20


18 Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age."
· Acts 1:8

8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."

· Revelation 7:9-10
9 After this I looked and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and in front of the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their hands. 10 And they cried out in a loud voice: "Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb."

Here we can see that God cares about all nations and people groups. It could take our congregation a lifetime just to start learning about these different groups, since there are so many in the world. What we could do is to focus on one or two of them and get to know them in depth.

4.
What is God’s Church doing in the World?
· Psalm 96

Sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all the earth. 2 Sing to the LORD, praise his name; proclaim his salvation day after day. 3 Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous deeds among all peoples. 4 For great is the LORD and most worthy of praise; he is to be feared above all gods. 5 For all the gods of the nations are idols, but the LORD made the heavens. 6 Splendor and majesty are before him; strength and glory are in his sanctuary. 7 Ascribe to the LORD, O families of nations, ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 8 Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; bring an offering and come into his courts. 9 Worship the LORD in the splendor of his holiness; tremble before him, all the earth. 10 Say among the nations, "The LORD reigns." The world is firmly established, it cannot be moved; he will judge the peoples with equity. 11 Let the heavens rejoice, let the earth be glad; let the sea resound, and all that is in it; 12 let the fields be jubilant, and everything in them. Then all the trees of the forest will sing for joy; 13 they will sing before the LORD, for he comes, he comes to judge the earth. He will judge the world in righteousness and the peoples in his truth.
· Mark 16:15
15 (Jesus) said to them, "Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation.
· Luke 24:46-48

46 (Jesus) told them, "This is what is written: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 47 and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things.
How are Christians, and specifically the LCMS, bringing God’s Word to His world today? To answer this, we can learn about LCMS mission work around the world. We can learn more about what is being done and where. 
5.
Who are missionaries?  What do they do?

· Matthew 5:13-16
13 "You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled by men. 14 "You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.
· John 4:28-30; 39-42
28 Then, leaving her water jar, the woman went back to the town and said to the people, 29 "Come, see a man who told me everything I ever did. Could this be the Christ?" 30 They came out of the town and made their way toward him. . .." 39 Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman's testimony, "He told me everything I ever did." 40 So when the Samaritans came to him, they urged him to stay with them, and he stayed two days. 41 And because of his words many more became believers. 42 They said to the woman, "We no longer believe just because of what you said; now we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this man really is the Savior of the world."
· Acts 8:4-5
4 Those who had been scattered preached the word wherever they went. 5 Philip went down to a city in Samaria and proclaimed the Christ there.

· 1 Corinthians 3:6-10
6 I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God made it grow. 7 So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God, who makes things grow. 8 The man who plants and the man who waters have one purpose, and each will be rewarded according to his own labor. 9 For we are God's fellow workers; you are God's field, God's building. 10 By the grace God has given me, I laid a foundation as an expert builder, and someone else is building on it. But each one should be careful how he builds.
So many people have mistaken or outdated ideas of what missionary service is like. By learning more about LCMS missionaries and their service, we can correct those mistakes and get a glimpse of the challenging but joyful tasks they carry out. We can also find ways to get involved ourselves with their mission service, since we too are missionaries, people sent out by God.

Now let’s take a few minutes to watch the video and see how some other LCMS congregations are getting involved in God’s mission through learning.

Video Discussion Questions

1.
What are the benefits that you see in the mission programs presented in the video? 

2.
In what ways are you currently learning about God’s mission? 

3.
What would encourage you and others to become more deeply involved in God’s mission? 

4.
What could keep you from becoming more deeply involved in God’s mission?

5.
What benefits would there be for our congregation, our community, and our world as a result of growing more deeply in our understanding God’s mission? 
Group Activity 

Choose one or two missions societies or organizations within the LC-MS to learn more about and bring information to your next group meeting.  Some information can be found at the Synodical website www.lcmsworldmissions.org or the District site www.michigandistrict.org.  You might also look for additional mission information at “Grand Central” in the church narthex.
Group Prayer 

Take turns sharing requests for prayer as each finds comfortable.  Be sure to emphasize the importance of keeping everything confidential so that nothing shared in the group goes beyond the group.  


Some people might be comfortable praying aloud in a small group while others may not be.  At first it would be best to have someone volunteer to open the prayer time with a brief prayer.  Afterwards people can be invited to pray silently and/or volunteer brief spoken prayers.  After a time, the same one who opened, or another volunteer, can offer a prayer to draw it to a close. 


Another option would be for each participant to take turns praying the following:  “Lord of the nations, You have given me a mission.  Help me to learn more about ________________.”

Session 2 - Pray
Finally, brothers, pray for us that the message of the Lord 
may spread rapidly and be honored,  just as it was with you. (2 Thessalonians 3:1)

Opening Discussion Questions 
1.  Share with the group what you might have learned about LC-MS missions.

2.  How do you feel when someone challenges you to “pray for the missionaries?”

3.  What do you think would make prayer for missionaries more meaningful for you?
Another way we can get involved with God’s mission is through prayer. God has given a wonderful gift to His church by inviting us to pray to Him. We know that we can ask for whatever we need, and that includes needs related to God’s mission.
Bible Discussion Questions: Pray for God’s Mission

1.  In the following scriptures, answer these three questions. . .


A.  Who is praying?  
 

B.  What is their situation?


C.  What is God’s response?

· Acts 4:23-31
23 On their release, Peter and John went back to their own people and reported all that the chief priests and elders had said to them. 24 When they heard this, they raised their voices together in prayer to God. "Sovereign Lord," they said, "you made the heaven and the earth and the sea, and everything in them. 25 You spoke by the Holy Spirit through the mouth of your servant, our father David: "'Why do the nations rage and the peoples plot in vain? 26 The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers gather together against the Lord and against his Anointed One.' 27 Indeed Herod and Pontius Pilate met together with the Gentiles and the people of Israel in this city to conspire against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed. 28 They did what your power and will had decided beforehand should happen. 29 Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable your servants to speak your word with great boldness. 30 Stretch out your hand to heal and perform miraculous signs and wonders through the name of your holy servant Jesus." 31 After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly.
· Acts 10:30-33
30 Cornelius answered: "Four days ago I was in my house praying at this hour, at three in the afternoon. Suddenly a man in shining clothes stood before me 31 and said, 'Cornelius, God has heard your prayer and remembered your gifts to the poor. 32 Send to Joppa for Simon who is called Peter. He is a guest in the home of Simon the tanner, who lives by the sea.'  33 So I sent for you immediately, and it was good of you to come. Now we are all here in the presence of God to listen to everything the Lord has commanded you to tell us."
· Acts 13:1-3
1 In the church at Antioch there were prophets and teachers: Barnabas, Simeon called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen (who had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch) and Saul. 2 While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, "Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them." 3 So after they had fasted and prayed, they placed their hands on them and sent them off.
2.
What if in each of these situations their prayers had been perfunctory or superficial?
3.
React to this statement:  “It’s been said, ‘Be careful what you pray for, God may answer.’  On the other hand, consider this, ‘Be careful what you don’t pray for, the power of God you may not see.’”

4.
What effect do our prayers have on our family, our church, our nation?

5.
For what do these passages direct us to pray?
· Matthew 9:35-38

35 Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the good news of the kingdom and healing every disease and sickness. 36 When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 37 Then he said to his disciples, "The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. 38 Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field."
· 2 Corinthians 4:7-18

7 But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is from God and not from us. 8 We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; 9 persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed. 10 We always carry around in our body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be revealed in our body. 11 For we who are alive are always being given over to death for Jesus' sake, so that his life may be revealed in our mortal body. 12 So then, death is at work in us, but life is at work in you. 13 It is written: "I believed; therefore I have spoken." With that same spirit of faith we also believe and therefore speak, 14 because we know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus from the dead will also raise us with Jesus and present us with you in his presence. 15 All this is for your benefit, so that the grace that is reaching more and more people may cause thanksgiving to overflow to the glory of God. 16 Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day. 17 For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. 18 So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen. For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.

· 2 Thessalonians 3:1-2
1 Finally, brothers, pray for us that the message of the Lord may spread rapidly and be honored, just as it was with you. 2 And pray that we may be delivered from wicked and evil men, for not everyone has faith.
Pray for God’s Mission
1.
For unbelievers we know

2.
For a specific people group, mission field, or mission need

3.
For world evangelization

4.
For ourselves to be better witnesses

5.
For missionaries, national leaders and their families

6.
For God to send out more missionaries

As you can see, the first three focus on people who need to hear the Good News of Jesus Christ. We pray for them, asking God to bring them to faith. We pray for people near to us in our own community and far away in the rest of the world.

We can also pray for specific people groups, such as international students, deaf people, or a group like Muslims or Buddhists. As we learn more about these special groups, it gets easier for us to care about them and pray for them in specific ways. 
The last three focus on the people who are serving in God’s mission. This includes us. We pray that God will make us better witnesses for Him as we live among our families, friends and coworkers. We ask Him to give us opportunities to tell others about Jesus.  We also pray for missionaries and national workers, as well as their families. The one thing missionaries ask the most is, “Pray for us.” They depend on us to pray for their spiritual, emotional, physical, family and ministry needs. This is extremely important.  The last thing we pray for is for more missionaries to serve.

There are still many, many more people in the world who need to hear the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Eleven thousand different people groups have no Christian church among them, no Bible, and no real chance to hear about Jesus unless someone outside comes to tell them. Long ago someone came to us to tell us about Jesus. Now we pray for others, asking God to send missionaries to them. 
There are lots of ways we can find out what to pray for in God’s mission. LCMS World Mission has resources to help us get started praying. We can also pray for needs we find out about personally or through missionary newsletters. And we can pray for our members who are involved in God’s mission. 
Now let’s take a few minutes to see how some other LCMS churches are getting involved in God’s mission through prayer.

Video Discussion Questions
1.
What methods did the congregations in the video use to encourage prayer in their churches? 
2.
How are you specifically involved in praying for needs inside and outside your congregation?
3.
What benefits do you think we might experience if we got more deeply involved in praying for God’s mission? What benefits would there be for our congregation and the world?
4.
In the video Barbara Jensen said, “From a very young child, my parents taught me to pray.” How are we teaching our children (either in our family or in our church) to pray?  How might we improve? 
5.
Tell about a time you knew someone was praying for you and how it made a difference in your life. What difference do you think our prayers make to the lives and work of LCMS missionaries?

Group Activity


Spend some time in prayer this week specifically for the group or groups you shared information about at the beginning of your meeting.
Group Prayer 


Take turns sharing requests for prayer and be sure to keep it all confidential. If you have found that your group is willing to pray aloud, have someone volunteer to open the prayer time with a brief prayer.  Afterwards people can be invited to pray silently and/or volunteer spoken prayers.  After a time, the same one who opened, or another volunteer, can offer a prayer to draw it to a close. 


Another option would be to pray a specific scripture from the Bible passages in this lesson.  For example, pray something like: “Lord, help us not to lose heart but to be renewed day by day.  Fix our eyes not on what is seen but on what is unseen (these words come from 2 Corinthians 4:16-18).

Session 3 - Give
Thanks be to God for His indescribable Gift! 

(1 John 4:19)
Opening Discussion Question 
1. Share a special gift from God that you received this week?  It could be a material or spiritual blessing?  (What has God done in your life this week?)


Since Christians know that God has provided everything we have to use for His purposes, we have to decide how much we are to use for ourselves.  Since God gave the ultimate—His own dear Son—to free us from the guilt of sin, we respond to His grace by giving to God that portion of our resources we commit to His work.  His work—done through the Holy Spirit—brings others to faith in Jesus.  
Our offerings and gifts are a big part of the reason that LCMS missionaries and our partners work in more than 60 countries around the world. These offerings support career and volunteer missionaries who bring the Good News of Jesus to lost people.  There are lots of different ways we can give. 
Bible Discussion Questions: Give to God’s Mission

1.  According to Matthew 6:33-34, what does God give to us?

33 But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. 34 Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.
2.  What does Jesus ask of us in order to have “all these things” that we need?

3.  Read 2 Corinthians 8:1-15 below and answer the following questions about it.

1 And now, brothers, we want you to know about the grace that God has given the Macedonian churches.

2 Out of the most severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity.

3 For I testify that they gave as much as they were able, and even beyond their ability. Entirely on their own, 4 they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this service to the saints. 5 And they did not do as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then to us in keeping with God's will. 6 So we urged Titus, since he had earlier made a beginning, to bring also to completion this act of grace on your part. 7 But just as you excel in everything-- in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness and in your love for us--see that you also excel in this grace of giving. 8 I am not commanding you, but I want to test the sincerity of your love by comparing it with the earnestness of others. 9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich. 10 And here is my advice about what is best for you in this matter: Last year you were the first not only to give but also to have the desire to do so. 11 Now finish the work, so that your eager willingness to do it may be matched by your completion of it, according to your means. 12 For if the willingness is there, the gift is acceptable according to what one has, not according to what he does not have. 13 Our desire is not that others might be relieved while you are hard pressed, but that there might be equality. 14 At the present time your plenty will supply what they need, so that in turn their plenty will supply what you need. Then there will be equality, 15 as it is written: "He who gathered much did not have too much, and he who gathered little did not have too little."

4.  St. Paul is encouraging the Corinthian church in their stewardship by holding up the Macedonian church as a model of giving.  What does He say is admirable about the Macedonians?

5.  In verse 7, St. Paul talks about the “grace of giving.”  What is he referring to?  Is there a significance to the placement of “giving” in the list of things in which the Corinthians excelled? 

6.  According to verse 12, what is the most important part of giving?

7.  How do we today guard against giving under compulsion or guilt, which is really not a gift at all in the Lord’s eyes?
8.  In verse 8, St. Paul wants to “test the sincerity of (their) love by comparing it with the earnestness of others.”  Do you find this comparison with the giving of others unsettling? How might we appropriately do this today?  

9.  What are the results of giving out of a joyful and willing heart?


If you have time, and would like further insight into this topic of “Giving,” look up and read the following verses:
· Acts 4:32-37

· 1 Corinthians 16:1-3 

· Philippians 4:10-19

Give to God’s Mission
1.
To support local, district, and international mission efforts

2.
To special mission projects in LCMS mission fields

3.
To support an LCMS missionary family
We can support mission efforts within our community or district or city. We can also support God’s mission overseas as individuals or through our congregation with a special mission offering or ongoing support of a missionary. 
If we want to get more personally involved in where the money is going, we can sponsor a mission project. LCMS World Mission has hundreds of projects for work around the world that depend on our gifts. By adopting one of these projects, we can help train a pastor, build a chapel, or provide Sunday school materials for a child in Russia.
We can also adopt a missionary family. There’s a special program called Together In Mission (TIM) that allows congregations to build a special relationship with one missionary family. Participation in TIM allows members to give to support them, pray for them, write to them, and visit with them when they return on home service.

Let’s look now at how others have been involved in giving to God’s mission.

Video Discussion Questions
1.
What ways of giving did you identify with in the video as ways of giving that you currently use, or could use, for the overall mission of the church?

2.
What motivates people to give to God’s mission?  What motivates you? 
3.
What do you think about the idea that God has already given the church all the resources that it needs in order to accomplish His mission? What does this mean for you personally?
4.
Share ways that you are giving to God’s mission (since this may encourage others).

5.
How can we as individuals and as a church become more committed to giving to God’s mission?  What benefits do you see for us individually, as a congregation, and in the world?
Group Activity

Choose a mission to support as a group.  This can be a one time gift or a commitment to contribute several times throughout the year.
Group Prayer

Gather prayer requests and pray in the manner that your group has become accustom.  Include in your prayers that God would provide ways to contribute to missions that are creative and that would still enable those with limited financial resources to be involved.  Whether we have a little or a lot, pray that God would move in all our hearts such that each of us becomes a cheerful first-fruit giver to the work of the Lord.  

                                Session 4 - Tell
From Attalia [Paul and Barnabas] sailed back to Antioch where they had been committed to the grace of God for the work they had now completed. On arriving there, they gathered the church together and reported all that God had done through them and how he had opened the door of faith to the Gentiles. And they stayed there a long time with the disciples. (Acts 14:26-28)

Opening Discussion Question 
1.
Tell a favorite story about an experience you had that you enjoy telling others about.

The first Christian missionaries told the mission story. When the early church sent out missionaries, they had to wait months and years before the missionaries came back and told them what God had done through their service.   The church at Antioch did this when they sent out Paul and Barnabas. After they finished their service, they came home again and told the story of God’s mission. 

Bible Discussion Questions: Telling the Mission Story

1.  According to Acts 14:26-28, what news did Paul and Barnabas share?  How was it received?

26 From Attalia they sailed back to Antioch, where they had been committed to the grace of God for the work they had now completed. 27 On arriving there, they gathered the church together and reported all that God had done through them and how he had opened the door of faith to the Gentiles. 28 And they stayed there a long time with the disciples.
2.  Read Acts 11:1-18, the account of St. Peter telling of his experiences in Joppa, and then answer the following questions about it.
1 The apostles and the brothers throughout Judea heard that the Gentiles also had received the word of God. 2 So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers criticized him  3 and said, "You went into the house of uncircumcised men and ate with them." 4 Peter began and explained everything to them precisely as it had happened: 5 "I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. I saw something like a large sheet being let down from heaven by its four corners, and it came down to where I was. 6 I looked into it and saw four-footed animals of the earth, wild beasts, reptiles, and birds of the air. 7 Then I heard a voice telling me, 'Get up, Peter. Kill and eat.' 8 "I replied, 'Surely not, Lord! Nothing impure or unclean has ever entered my mouth.' 9 "The voice spoke from heaven a second time, 'Do not call anything impure that God has made clean.' 10 This happened three times, and then it was all pulled up to heaven again. 11 "Right then three men who had been sent to me from Caesarea stopped at the house where I was staying. 12 The Spirit told me to have no hesitation about going with them. These six brothers also went with me, and we entered the man's house. 13 He told us how he had seen an angel appear in his house and say, 'Send to Joppa for Simon who is called Peter. 14 He will bring you a message through which you and all your household will be saved.' 15 "As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit came on them as he had come on us at the beginning. 16 Then I remembered what the Lord had said: 'John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.' 17 So if God gave them the same gift as he gave us, who believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I to think that I could oppose God?" 18 When they heard this, they had no further objections and praised God, saying, "So then, God has granted even the Gentiles repentance unto life."

4. What was the mood of the believers when Peter came to Jerusalem in verses 1-3?

5.  How does Peter respond to this confrontation?

6.  How was the Holy Spirit at work in the following?

· Peter’s vision

· Cornelius’ vision

· The men coming to see Peter

· Peter sharing the Good News

7.  How is the Holy Spirit at work when we share our faith?  (Give Examples).

8.  Did the circumcised believers prior to Peter’s explanation plan on reaching out to the Gentiles?  What changed their hearts?

9.  What keeps us from sharing the Good News and how can our hearts be changed?

10.  Read the next events as recorded in Acts 11:19-21 and answer the following questions.
19 Now those who had been scattered by the persecution in connection with Stephen traveled as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus and Antioch, telling the message only to Jews. 20 Some of them, however, men from Cyprus and Cyrene, went to Antioch and began to speak to Greeks also, telling them the good news about the Lord Jesus. 21 The Lord's hand was with them, and a great number of people believed and turned to the Lord.
10.  After they were scattered by persecution in Jerusalem, to whom did they share their faith, according to verse 19?  Why do you think they did this?
11.  What does verse 21 indicate as the reason why “a  great number of people believed?”

12.  What does this say to us about getting out of our comfort zone and learning about how to share our faith?

Telling the Mission Story
Today we have an advantage the early church didn’t have. We don’t have to wait months and years to hear what God is doing through mission work around the world. Now we have telephones, e-mail, video, photos, and printed material to help us tell the mission story. 
So how do we tell the mission story? We can do this in several ways. 
1.
Tell our fellow members about God’s Mission

a.
First, we can collect up-to-date mission information and give it to our members. There are resources we can order from LCMS World Mission to get up-to-date information. We can also do this by visiting the LCMS World Mission Web site. Then we can take what we learn and share it with our members in presentations, in the bulletin, in the newsletter and in many other ways.
b.
 Another thing we can do is to invite missionaries to tell the story of what God is doing where they serve. We can get their newsletters, have them come to speak to us, and maybe even arrange a phone call or Web cast from the field. LCMS World Mission can help us form relationships with missionaries.

2.   Tell about what we’ve learned by being involved in God’s Mission

Another thing we can do is share our own stories of how being in God’s mission has affected our lives. For example, if you go on a short mission trip to Guatemala, when you come back you can tell the rest of the congregation what it was like and what you learned from the trip.
3.
What happens when we tell the mission story? 
a.
First of all, it encourages the church. The mission story is good for the church. To hear what God is doing through our missionaries strengthens our faith and encourages us to live as God’s witnesses right here as well.
b.
The second thing that happens is that we start to see how God could use us individually in His mission. People who maybe never thought of missionary service before start thinking, “I could do that.” Others start praying regularly for missionaries and the people they serve. Still others give money, time and effort to support world mission.
Now let’s see how some other LCMS congregations are involved in telling the mission story.

Video Discussion Questions
1.
How did the congregations featured in the video respond to hearing the mission stories? 
2.
What is motivational for you to hear in a mission story?
3.
Do we have our own mission stories to tell (maybe not from around the world but what about in sharing our faith with our neighbors, friends, or family)?  Share a mission story.
4.
The young woman in Hawaii shared that her mother did not want her to go on a mission trip and her company would not give her a leave of absence?  What obstacles to sharing the Good News with others get in our way?

Can God overcome obstacles?  Absolutely!  Then we have another mission story to tell?  
Each of us has a story to tell about how God has blessed our lives.  
We can learn more about how 

to express that through taking a friendship evangelism course such as Becoming a Contagious 

Christian, by Bill Hybels and Mark Mittelberg (Grand Rapids:  Zondervan, 1994).
Group Activity
1.
Challenge each other in the group to tell one other person who is outside the group about the Lord’s mission sometime before your next meeting.  This could be a witness that you would give to someone who does not know the Lord, or it could be sharing with an existing Christian your excitement over the Lord’s mission.

2.
All the St. Michael 50 Days Ablaze small groups will have an opportunity to tell about a specific culture or ethnic group this is in need of receiving the Gospel at the 50 Days Ablaze Celebration event, Sunday May 22.  It will be an International Pot-luck Supper after the late service.  Each group is invited to pick a people group or country of their choosing, bring food from that culture, and decorate a display table according to that culture.  Please let Ron and Deb Meeves know which ethnic group you will represent by phoning them at 324-3314 or e-mail them at rondeb74@sbcglobal.net.

Group Prayer

You may share requests as usual but in your prayers be sure to pray that God would give you opportunities to tell the Good News of Jesus’ love and that you would have the courage and boldness to take advantage of those opportunities.  Pray that the Holy Spirit would bring to your recollection what Jesus has taught you and that you would have the words to say as you share your faith with others.  
Session 5 - Send

In the church at Antioch there were prophets and teachers: Barnabas, Simon called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen . . . and Saul. While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.” So after they had fasted and prayed, they placed their hands on them and sent them off.

 (Acts 13:1-3)

Opening Discussion Questions

1.  Describe what “saying good bye” is like in your family.

2.  Relate with the group your experience of “leaving the nest” for the first time.  

One mission response that a lot of people overlook is sending. Sending people into God’s mission is critical. There would be few missionaries if there were no one to send them. The support that a sending church gives to missionaries is absolutely essential to their service.

Bible Discussion Questions:  Send to God’s Mission
1.  Acts 13:1-3 and Acts 18:27 are both examples of people being sent into God’s mission field. What did each of these worshiping communities do?

1 In the church at Antioch there were prophets and teachers: Barnabas, Simeon called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen (who had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch) and Saul. 2 While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, "Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them." 3 So after they had fasted and prayed, they placed their hands on them and sent them off.

27 When Apollos wanted to go to Achaia, the brothers encouraged him and wrote to the disciples there to welcome him. On arriving, he was a great help to those who by grace had believed.

2.  Read further about these mission adventures in Acts 14:26-28 and Acts 18:28.  What were the results of these preparations?

26 From Attalia they sailed back to Antioch, where they had been committed to the grace of God for the work they had now completed. 27 On arriving there, they gathered the church together and reported all that God had done through them and how he had opened the door of faith to the Gentiles. 28 And they stayed there a long time with the disciples.

28 he vigorously refuted the Jews in public debate, proving from the Scriptures that Jesus was the Christ.

3.  Do you think that the process of the churches sending out their missionaries impacted the results?  Why or why not?

4.  Look at Paul’s letter to the Philippians as he prepares to send Timothy to them.  Read Philippians 2:19-24.  Why is Paul desiring to send Timothy to Philippi?

19 I hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you soon, that I also may be cheered when I receive news about you. 20 I have no one else like him, who takes a genuine interest in your welfare. 21 For everyone looks out for his own interests, not those of Jesus Christ. 22 But you know that Timothy has proved himself, because as a son with his father he has served with me in the work of the gospel. 23 I hope, therefore, to send him as soon as I see how things go with me. 24 And I am confident in the Lord that I myself will come soon.

5.  How do you think Timothy felt about Paul’s letter?

6.  How can the sending process affirm those who are being sent?

7.  What impact do you think Paul’s clearly communicated  expectations had upon Timothy’s sense of responsibility and potential follow through?

Send to God’s Mission

The early church sent out many missionaries like Paul and Barnabas. But they didn’t just send them and forget about them! The church was involved with its missionaries’ work all the way.  There are three ways our congregation could get involved in God’s mission by sending. 

1.
By identifying family, friends and congregation members we know who might have the gifts to serve as missionaries

2.
By encouraging them to consider missionary service

3.
By caring for missionaries and their families through writing, hosting, and seeking additional involvement ideas to aid the missionaries’ work.

 The first way we can get involved is by identifying people who might be gifted to serve as missionaries. Chances are that there’s someone—maybe several people—in our congregation who would do a great job serving this way. They may be students, older people, married couples, or almost anyone. God has given them the gifts they need to do a great job serving as missionaries. As a sending church, our role would be to identify these people.

Once we’ve identified people, our next job would be to encourage them to think about missionary service. Sometimes people just don’t think about serving this way until a friend says to them, “You know, you’d really make a good missionary.” As a sending church, we can encourage people to look into this form of service. We can also help them with the first steps along the way, such as calling LCMS World Mission to find out what service opportunities are open.

Our sending doesn’t stop when a missionary gets to the field though! We continue that role when we support missionaries by writing to them, encouraging them, and finding other ways to help. It can be such an encouragement when missionaries know that a congregation is praying for them and writing to them. It helps them keep the connection with the church back home that sent them.

A sending congregation is like the launching pad for a rocket. Without it, the rocket would never get off the ground. In the same way, our prayers, support, and encouragement help missionaries begin their service and continue in it.

For further examples of sending on God’s mission read:

· 2 Corinthians 11:9   and
Colossians 4:7-9

Now let’s look at an LCMS congregation that is strongly involved in sending people to God’s mission.

Video Discussion Questions
1.
Have you been part of a send off, either as the one being sent or the one sending?  Explain. 

2.
What would be the impact on your congregation of adopting an intentional sending ritual?

3.
Identify anyone who has been commissioned or sent from your congregation?

4.
What do you think about the idea of people who move away being intentionally and actively sent on a mission to their new church or community?  

5.
What are some practical ways that this practice could be adopted in our congregation?

6.
How would you like to be involved as a sender?

7.
How might we encourage others to consider missionary service?

Group Activity


Identify a person or group that is embarking on a mission challenge (locally or globally) or

someone who is already in the mission field and encourage them with verbally or in a written 

note.  Be sure to include some of the comforting encouragement that we find in Scripture.
Group Prayer

It is striking that when our Lord Jesus said that the “fields are white unto harvest” He did not just say, “Now get out there!”  Rather He said, “pray that the Lord of the Harvest would send forth laborers into His harvest” (Luke 10:2).  As much as Jesus wants us to “go and make disciples. . .” (Matthew 29:19-20), He also wants us to pray for the Lord to send disciple makers. Be sure to do that today and everyday.
Session 6 - Go

“Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” (Matthew 28:19a)
Opening Discussion Questions

1.  Describe a place where you went that was outside your comfort zone, that was cross cultural or quite different than what you are used to.  

2.  How did it feel to be in that environment?  How did you adapt or adjust to fit the situation? 

Yet another mission response our congregation can get involved in is going. We can go into God’s mission in several different ways. 

Bible Discussion Questions:  Who Should Go?
1.  Look at Psalm 71:15-18.  Who is doing the proclaiming?  What message are they telling?
15 My mouth will tell of your righteousness, of your salvation all day long, though I know not its measure.

16 I will come and proclaim your mighty acts, O Sovereign LORD; I will proclaim your righteousness, yours alone. 17 Since my youth, O God, you have taught me, and to this day I declare your marvelous deeds. 18 Even when I am old and gray, do not forsake me, O God, till I declare your power to the next generation, your might to all who are to come.

2.  Give examples of how each age group can be involved in spreading the Gospel.

Children:

Teen:

Young Adult:

Middle Aged:

Senior Citizen:

3.  Read Isaiah 6:1-8.  Ponder Isaiah’s response to God, “Here am I, send me.”  What does it mean to be sent by God?

1 In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord seated on a throne, high and exalted, and the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him were seraphs, each with six wings: With two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were flying. 3 And they were calling to one another: "Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory." 4 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled with smoke. 5 "Woe to me!" I cried. "I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty." 6 Then one of the seraphs flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with tongs from the altar. 7 With it he touched my mouth and said, "See, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for." 8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, "Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?" And I said, "Here am I. Send me!"

4.  Have you personally experienced God’s directing you to God to a certain place for Him? Share this with your group.

5.  What was Isaiah’s initial response to being in God’s presence in 6:5?  Do we always respond affirmatively to God’s call?

6.  God used the angel to touch Isaiah’s lips with a burning coal from the altar and announce that his sin was taken away and his guilt atoned for.   What is the significance of God cleansing Isaiah’s sin with a coal from the altar?

7.  How does sin in our lives hinder our response from God?  How does it keep us from willing going for Him into unknown situations?

8.  Pray that you will be cleansed of your sin through the sacrifice of Christ on the cross and thereby be freed to respond affirmatively to His call to go and tell the Good News.

9.  How do we go to our family and friends who need Jesus?  We may need to learn to share our faith more effectively through an evangelism training course such as Becoming a Contagious Christian, by Bill Hybels and Mark Mittleberg (Grand Rapids:  Zondervan, 1994).   Taking this course will help you discover your unique style of evangelism (i.e., confrontational, invitational, service, interpersonal, intellectual, and testimonial).

Where Should We Go?
“You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” (Acts 1:8)

This is what Jesus said to his disciples just before he returned to heaven. Notice the order he used. The disciples were to start their mission service in Jerusalem, among their own neighbors. Then they would go a little farther away, into Judea and Samaria where the people were a little different from them. Finally God’s mission would take them to the very ends of the earth.

This verse has meaning for us too as Jesus’ disciples. We, too, can go into God’s mission in four different areas. We start with our own local community, with our neighbors here in our community.  This is our Jerusalem.

We can also go into God’s mission among people who are a little further away, a little more different from us. If where you live is your Jerusalem, then what would you say is your Judea and Samaria?

· Our county or state

· Local ethnic or immigrant groups

· Nearby universities and colleges

· Deaf or blind people near us

· Other: _____________________

The last place we can go into God’s mission is “to the ends of the earth.” Today LCMS missionaries are serving in dozens of countries around the world. Some of them are volunteers who go for weeks, months, or even years. Some of them are career missionaries who go for the long haul.  Our congregation can get involved this way, too. 

Go into God’s Mission

1.
Right now, to people we know who need Jesus near us

2.
Wherever the Lord directs us to make disciples

3.
By participating in short mission trips

4.
By serving as long-term volunteer missionaries

5.
By serving as career missionaries

Look up and read the following verses:

· Psalm 68:11

· Daniel 12:3

· John 4

· Romans 10:14-15
LCMS World Mission can help us find out more about opportunities for going into God’s mission, whether it’s just for a couple of weeks or for a longer time. Now let’s take a few minutes to see how some other LCMS congregations “go” into God’s mission.

Video Discussion Questions
1.  Discuss the variety of opportunities shown in the video to go into the mission field.  Were any surprising to you? 

2.  What opportunities to go are you aware of that are available in your own congregation?

3.  What were some of the benefits of going on a short term mission trip?

4.  How do you think someone would prepare for this type of experience? 

Group Activity


Continue the planning of your ethnic food dishes and decorations for the International Pot-Luck.  Maybe there are some people outside of our congregation that you could go and invite to join the celebration event and introduce them to the excitement about our multi-cultural God.
Group Prayer


Share prayer requests, including the International Pot-Luck.  Pray that we would all have 
direction from God as to where and how He would have us “Go” into the mission field.
Session 7 - Celebrate

I will praise you, O Lord, among the nations;

I will sing of you among the peoples. (Psalm 108:3) 
Opening Discussion Questions

1.  What occasions or events have you celebrated that were other than the ordinary things like birthdays, anniversaries, and holidays?  

2.  What is God doing in your life worthy of praise and celebration?

Another way we can get involved in God’s mission is through celebrating. There are lots of things to celebrate that God has done. 

Bible Study Discussion Questions:  Celebrate God’s Mission
1.  Read Psalm 96.  For what reasons does the Psalmist praise and celebrate God? 

1 Sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all the earth.

2 Sing to the LORD, praise his name; proclaim his salvation day after day.

3 Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous deeds among all peoples.

4 For great is the LORD and most worthy of praise; he is to be feared above all gods.

5 For all the gods of the nations are idols, but the LORD made the heavens.

6 Splendor and majesty are before him; strength and glory are in his sanctuary.

7 Ascribe to the LORD, O families of nations, ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.

8 Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; bring an offering and come into his courts.

9 Worship the LORD in the splendor of his holiness; tremble before him, all the earth.

10 Say among the nations, "The LORD reigns." The world is firmly established, it cannot be moved; he will judge the peoples with equity.

11 Let the heavens rejoice, let the earth be glad; let the sea resound, and all that is in it;

12 let the fields be jubilant, and everything in them. Then all the trees of the forest will sing for joy;

13 they will sing before the LORD, for he comes, he comes to judge the earth. He will judge the world in righteousness and the peoples in his truth.

2.  According to the psalmist, how can we celebrate and show our praise to God?

3.  Even all of nature gets into the act of celebrating God’s goodness.  Have you experienced this overwhelming joy that the psalmist describes?  How do you express this to the Lord?

4.  Describe ways that you have witnessed the Word of the Lord having an impact on people’s lives.

5.  Read Isaiah 55:10-12.  What is the response to the Word of the Lord going out according to verse 12?

10 As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return to it without watering the earth and making it bud and flourish, so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater, 11 so is my word that goes out from my mouth: It will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it. 12 You will go out in joy and be led forth in peace; the mountains and hills will burst into song before you, and all the trees of the field will clap their hands.

6.  Read Luke 24:50-53 and contrast the new attitude of the disciples with what we find them like in Mark 14:50 and John 20:19a.  Even before the Holy Spirit came upon them, what accounts for the difference?
Luke 24:50-53 - When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his hands and blessed them. 51 While he was blessing them, he left them and was taken up into heaven. 52 Then they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy. 53 And they stayed continually at the temple, praising God.
Mark 14:50 - Then everyone deserted him (Jesus) and fled.
John 20:19a - 19 On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jews. . .
7.  Read Acts 2:42-47.   What actions and activities of the early church showed their mission response of celebration?  
42 They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the apostles. 44 All the believers were together and had everything in common. 45 Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need. 46 Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.

8.  What relationship might there be between the living out of their joy and the growth of their church?  What can we learn from this for our own life and that of our congregation?

Celebrate God’s Mission
1.
That Jesus is alive

2.
That we are children of God

3.
That God has a wonderful job for us to do!

Look up and read the following verses:

· Isaiah 61:10-1

· Matthew 28:8-10

· Luke 10:1-3, 17, 21

· Acts 11:18, 22-24

· 1 Peter 1:3-9

Our mission response is based on what God has done for us. When Jesus died and rose again for us, when God made us his own children, that gave us something to celebrate! And since God has given us the privilege of taking this Good News to others, that’s one more reason to celebrate.

As a congregation, we can celebrate God’s mission in many different ways. We can have special mission worship services that focus on what God is doing to bring His Gospel to the nations. We can also include a mission emphasis in our regular services, through prayer and music and by having special speakers—for example, a missionary on home leave, or one of our own people who has just returned from a mission trip. We can also have special mission events such as mission fairs, where we could set up displays with information about LCMS mission work around the world. We could have special speakers. We could even have food and music from around the world.

As you can see, there are a lot of possibilities when it comes to celebrating God’s mission. Let’s take a few minutes now to see how some other LCMS congregations have made celebrating a part of their lives.

Video Discussion Questions

1.
How do you respond to the statement in the video, “Mission Sunday is just another event on the church docket?” 

2.
How are missions “closest to the heart of Jesus?”

3.
Have you heard mission stories that motivated or impacted your life?

4.
What mission story might you tell right now, whether on a mission trip or grocery trip?

5.
How could regularly sharing celebrative stories at church encourage more people to be active in local or global outreach and missions?


Join the heavenly celebration that we read of in Luke 15:7, “There will be more rejoicing in 

heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to 

repent.”  Have a welcome home party!

Group Activity


Finalize your plans for the International Potluck Celebration Event.   Choose a time to celebrate together as a small group.  You have had a great experience together.  Be sure to take time to enjoy one another and benefit from the community that God has built among you.  Share a meal (perhaps at an exotic restaurant) or another activity together.  Let the celebration begin!

Group Prayer


Thank God for what He has accomplished in your heart and mind through the last fifty days.  Pray for your ability and that of the congregation to implement the many mission response ideas that have been generated.  Pray that God would give you the wherewithal to say yes to the mission opportunities that He might bring before you.

Thank you for participating in “50 Days Ablaze.”  

May God’s grace be upon you!
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