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A Mission/Outreach Journey
Worship Team Guidelines
Lutheran worship is focused on Jesus Christ.  It is Christ-centered, not man-centered.  We call it a “service” because first He gives us His gifts through Word and Sacraments, and we give Him honor and praise.  We also give to each other as we speak the words of the psalms and the hymns.  
During the 50 Days Ablaze, we do not want to lose any of the valuable elements in our worship services.  We want to include worship in the 50 Days Ablaze by bringing out the themes of the seven mission responses:  Learn, Pray, Give, Tell, Send, Go, Celebrate.  
The way this is done will vary from congregation to congregation.  The Worship Team should have a clear understanding of your congregation’s worship style and practices and work closely with the Pastor in developing ideas for bringing the mission themes into the worship setting.
Some of the ways to do this may include selecting hymns and anthems that complement the weekly themes.  The Pastor may want to select special readings or include the theme in his sermon preparation.  Depending on the style of worship at your church, visual elements to enhance the worship setting could include banners or slides.  If your church uses children’s object lessons or dramas, you could try to develop these in keeping with the mission themes.  

Resources

The LCMS World Mission website includes a worship service and bulletin inserts in its Ablaze worship resources.  Worship helps and sermons from St. Luke’s 50 Days Ablaze are posted on St. Luke’s website.
Websites:  www.lcmsworldmission.org and www.stlukecabot.org.
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