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On a Mission to Support Christ’s Mission!

CALLS RECEIVED
The Rev. Tim Fitzner, Immanuel & St. John, Adair, to Christ Lutheran, Normal, IL.
The Rev. Tim Geitz, Grace, Le Mars, to Mission and Ministry Facilitator, Minnesota North
District, Brainerd, MN.
CALLS DECLINED
The Rev. Bruce Lesemann, St. John, Storm Lake, to St. Paul, Amherst, OH.
The Rev. Nathan Sherrill, St. Paul, Council Bluffs, to Trinity, Riverton, WY.
COMMISSIONED MINISTERS
TRANSFERRED IN
Caleb Funke, Primghar, IA, Candidate, from Indiana District, 3/22/2017.
CALL RECEIVED
Jennifer Grundmeier, Redeemer, Sioux City, to Loving Arms Children’s Center (Messiah),
Johnston, IA.

Calendar of Events
May 1-2...District Pastors Conference, Sioux City
May 5-6...Concordia Retirement Workshop, District Office, Fort Dodge
May 13...Religious Freedom Workshop, District Office, Fort Dodge
May 15...Pastors Golf Outing, Ida Grove
May 18...District Board of Directors Meeting, District Office, Fort Dodge
May 22-24...Continuing Education Workshop, Camp Okoboji
May 29...Memorial Day, District Office Closed
Follow Iowa District West on these social media websites.
www.facebook.com/
IowaDistrictWest

www.twitter.com/
IowaWest

www.youtube.com/user/
IowaDistrictWest

Please note: The inclusion of items from outside sources in The Messenger is for information
purposes only. Inclusion of such items does not constitute District endorsement.

Someone hospitalized in Des Moines?
Call Chaplain Jim Brammeier at 515-707-9195 and he will visit and report back to you as an extension of your ministry.

Planting Together
May 2017
409 Kenyon Road, Suite B — Fort Dodge, Iowa 50501
515-576-7666 Fax 515-576-2323 www.idwlcms.org
Contact email: sue@iowadistrictwest.org

On a Mission to Support Christ’s Mission!
Happy Spring!
Spring is such an amazing time. It’s time to start over, to start new.
We marvel as we watch spring unfold. Everything is new, fresh and
exciting as nature wakes up and begins its life cycle again. The frogs
are excited to be singing in their little pond, singing
their hearts out in praise to God for they survived the
cold winter! The trees awake to new life.
On Easter Sunday I took my grandkids, ages 4 and
8, into our backyard. We carefully pulled the dead
leaves from our hosta plants and to their surprise they
found new green shoots pushing up from the soil. With
the dead leaves removed, the shoots were exposed to
the sun’s life-giving energy. There was excitement as they worked on
each hosta to discover if there was new life under the dead leaves. The
cycle of life in God’s creation is so magnificent!
It reminds me of the wonderful job God does. He takes the old, dead,
sinful covering from us when we confess our sins. He renews our lives
with His forgiveness and lets us start new. God is faithful to forgive and
cleanse us just as He renews His creation each spring. Everything in
nature is doing what it was created to do. Birds are singing while trees
and flowers are forming leaves and blooming.
Are we, as God’s special creations, doing what we were created to
do? We are each unique with a special set of skills, interests, and abilities. What has God designed for you to do? Are you growing new
shoots during this Easter season? God’s Blessings!
Ellie Menz, IOWAY Director
515-370-1159 | ellie@iowadistrictwest.org

Prison/Jail Ministries
Rev. Glenn Bohmer (Estherville) is the Coordinator of Prison/Jail Ministries in Iowa District West. If you are involved in or aware of an active
ministry, we ask that you share that information with Rev. Bohmer
(gsbohmer@gmail.com). If you are interested in establishing such a ministry please contact him directly for resources that may prove helpful.
Please Note New Email Addresses for District Staff
President Steve Turner
steve@iowadistrictwest.org
Rev. Mark Gerken
mark@iowadistrictwest.org
Rhonda Mohr
rhonda@iowadistrictwest.org
Ellie Menz
ellie@iowadistrictwest.org
Jim Schroeder
jim@iowadistrictwest.org
Carole White
carole@iowadistrictwest.org
Jason Fuller
jason@iowadistrictwest.org
Roger Curtis
roger@iowadistrictwest.org
Jill Davis
jill@iowadistrictwest.org
Sue Light
sue@iowadistrictwest.org
LERT (Lutheran Early Response Team) Training Opportunities
Iowa District West is forming LERT teams to respond to disasters. Over
550 members of the District are LERT certified to serve and respond
after a natural disaster. There is NO COST for the training.
When: Saturday, June 10, 2017
Where: Trinity Lutheran Church, 520 N Garfield Street, Algona, IA
Facilitator: Ellie Menz, Disaster Response Coordinator
Registration begins at 8 am with training 9 am-12 pm. A light breakfast
and lunch will be served. Register online at www.idwlcms.org or contact
Jill Davis at the District office (515-576-7666).

Calendar of Events
May 1-2...District Pastors Conference, Sioux City
May 5-6...Concordia Retirement Workshop, District Office, Fort Dodge
May 13...Religious Freedom Workshop, District Office, Fort Dodge
May 15...Pastors Golf Day, Ida Grove
May 18...District Board of Directors Meeting, District Office, Fort Dodge
May 22-24...Continuing Education Workshop, Camp Okoboji
May 29...Memorial Day, District Office Closed
For more information on Iowa District West activities,
view The Messenger at www.idwlcms.org/publications.php.
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Rhonda Mohr
rhonda@iowadistrictwest.org
515-576-7666 office
515-573-0010 cell

Youth Ministry Discussions around Iowa District West
Rev. Mark Kiessling, Director of the Synod’s Youth Ministry Office, will partner with IDW for a time of
resource sharing, roundtable discussion, and fellowship among our District’s pastors, called church
workers, volunteer youth leaders, and anyone else interested. Each of the three evenings (6-8:30 p.m.)
will be at a different site to best encompass the geography of IDW congregations. Rev. Kiessling will
spend an hour sharing trends of today’s youth in relation to youth ministry, LCMS resources for leaders,
and more, followed by a short time of presenting from IDW. The remaining time of each evening will
allow for interaction among attendees as they will have the opportunity to share joys, struggles, needs,
and areas where continued partnership is desired from the Synod and IDW alike.

Sunday, June 18 at Camp Okoboji – 6 p.m.
Monday, June 19 at Zion, Manning – 6 p.m.
Tuesday, June 20 at IDW office, Fort Dodge – 6 p.m.
Iowa East and West Principals
Conference – Thursday, August 3
Iowa District West Early Childhood
Conference – Friday, August 4
Gloria Dei Lutheran, Urbandale
Iowa East and West Lutheran Teachers
Conference – October 26-27
Gloria Dei Lutheran, Urbandale

Junior High and High School Events
High School Gathering—November 17-19
Embassy Suites, La Vista, Nebraska
$135 per person plus lodging
www.ndlcms.org/youth-gathering/

Junior High Gathering
October 21-22, 2017 Cost $150
The Sheraton, West Des Moines

Share VBS ideas and ask questions on our “Connecting IDW
Congregations” on Facebook. Find “IDW VBS – Connecting
Congregations” and request to join this group.
This is a great place to share details about your VBS and post
pictures! We’d love to see and hear what’s happening with
VBS throughout Iowa West!
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BUSINESS MANAGER NEWS

Iowa District West Congregations’ Mission Receipts
For the Month Ending March 2017
Anticipated Amount

$125,000

Actual Receipts

$123,381

Fiscal Year-to-Date Receipts
Anticipated Amount

$125,000

Actual Receipts

$123,381

Over (under) anticipated amount

$1,618

Use of Mission Receipts
Remitted to Synod (50%)

$62,500

Balance for District programs/operations

$60,881

Total Receipts

$123,381

Mission Receipts Compared With Last Year
Year-to-date 2017

$123,381

Year-to-date 2016

$125,523

Over (under) last year

$(2,142)

Lutheran Church Extension Fund
The mission of Lutheran Church Extension Fund is to provide opportunity to make funds and services
available in support of the Great Commission through The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod.
As of March 31, 2017, 1,314 investments in Iowa District West totaled $32,643,473. These investments
are providing opportunity for 26 loans totaling $8,041,549 plus commitments totaling nearly $414,221.
LCEF puts invested dollars to work in mission and ministry right here in the District.
If you are interested in investing in the ministry of LCEF or if you have questions on the loans and
services provided to our congregations, please contact Carole White. Come, Join the Ministry!

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Pastors and Church Secretaries: How about including a brief note about LCEF in your church
newsletter or bulletin? Please use the following short paragraph–thank you!
Y.I. Club
Where Saving Money is Fun . . . and Helps Others Learn About Jesus
Sharing time with close friends and family is a valuable gift. Make the time you spend with the special
young people in your life memorable and fun.
Because good stewardship begins with small steps ... and a good role model. Help the young people in
your life experience the joy of investing for the future while empowering ministry through the Young
Investors (Y.I.) Club.
Investments through LCEF’s Y.I. Club mean more. Invested funds make loans and services possible, which help keep
ministries vibrant and reaching out with the Gospel. LCEF understands ministries and their unique financial needs. For
details, visit lcef.org or call 800-843-5233.
LCEF is a nonprofit religious organization; therefore, LCEF investments are not FDIC-insured bank deposit accounts. This is
not an offer to sell investments, nor a solicitation to buy. LCEF will offer and sell its securities only in states where
authorized. The offer is made solely by LCEF’s Offering Circular. Investors should carefully read the Offering Circular,
which more fully describes associated risks. StewardAccount access services are offered through UMB Bank n.a.

Stewardship Spark / Monthly Mission Moment
Did you know that your congregational mission dollars are supporting a variety of mission and ministry efforts all
across the District? The 2017 budget includes approximately $725,000 (almost 1/3 of the budget) for District
missions. This is an increase of $48,000 from the mission budget last fiscal period. The largest line item totaling
$199,640 is for Mission Partners/Church Planting. These missions include the new mission start in Ankeny called
The Gate, Christ Our Savior in Norwalk, St. Paul, Council Bluffs, the Hispanic mission effort in Sioux City, and
the Hispanic mission coordinated by Shepherd of the Valley, West Des Moines. Your congregation’s
contributions continue to support mission efforts all across the District for the extension of the Kingdom!

Seminars sponsored by Brotherhood Mutual Insurance Company / American Church Group
Plan now to attend a FREE Religious Freedom Seminar on Thursday, May 18 from 9-11 am in West Des Moines.
Are you prepared to uphold your religious freedom in a time of cultural change? American society and culture are
rapidly changing. Many ministry leaders are rightfully concerned that these changes will place their churches and
ministries in the grip of negative publicity, governmental scrutiny, and litigation. Attorney Steve Case will
highlight recent court cases that make this a challenging time for churches and ministries. He also will offer
suggestions that ministry leaders can implement to help them stay true to their biblically based beliefs and still
follow the law. For more information and to register, click here.
Safety & Security Seminar – mark your calendar for this seminar on Thursday, June 15 in West Des Moines from
9 am-4 pm. Providing a safe environment for the people who attend church services and activities is one of our
greatest responsibilities and challenges in today’s society. Are you prepared to protect your people and your
ministry? As public gathering places, churches are susceptible to a variety of safety and security situations:
 Medical emergencies
 Spillover from domestic violence
 Active shooters and extreme violence
 Potential child sexual abuse
This one-day course can show you how to recognize threats, build a safety and security team, deal with difficult
people and situations, and protect your people from harm. Learn from experts Robert Wild and Robert Johnson,
both from Phoenix, AZ, on the dangers churches face and what can be done to protect staff, church members, and
visitors. The seminar is free and includes lunch, but please register - click here.

Limiting Legal Liability in Today’s Litigious Society – Protecting Your Church’s Assets
In response to increasing intrusions by government in the realm of the church, the District is sponsoring its first
ever Religious Freedom Workshop at the District office in Fort Dodge on Saturday, May 13 from 9 to 11:30 am.
Plan now to attend this important workshop to learn what your congregation can do to protect themselves from
lawsuits.
When making decisions and creating policies, churches have unique freedoms that other organizations may not
have. How can churches minister to all, stay true to their LCMS-held, biblically-based beliefs, and follow the
law? How can ministries reduce the risk of a lawsuit when opening their facilities to outside groups? Learn more
during this 2 ½ hour legal seminar led by John Stewart, Alliance Defending Freedom (ADF legal) attorney.
Pastors, church workers, lay leaders, and individuals concerned about protecting your church from litigation are
welcome to attend. There is no registration fee (costs are covered by the Brotherhood Mutual Insurance Company
ministry agreement partnership), but we ask you to register if possible the estimated number of people attending
from your congregation by May 8. To register, contact Roger Curtis (roger@iowadistrictwest.org or 515-5767666).

US Supreme Court hears LCMS Church Case
A perfect example of religious discrimination is currently being heard by the US Supreme Court. A brief
summary: Trinity Lutheran Church operates a preschool in Missouri. In 2012, Trinity applied for a playground
resurfacing grant from the state. The state awarded 14 grants that year, but while Trinity’s application was ranked
5th out of 44 applications, the church was denied. Missouri refused to accept Trinity’s application simply because
the playground is on church property. Who will win? Trinity LCMS or the state? Stay tuned. More information
at www.playgroundcase.com or www.adfmedia.org/News/PRDetail/8831

The Time to Plan for Your Retirement is NOW
From the first sin of Adam and Eve, we have struggled to properly manage God’s provisions. The Lord has
placed you in charge. Will you be ready when it is time to retire? We can help! Concordia Plan Services
and Iowa District West will host an informative two-day retirement workshop for pastors and professional
church workers and their spouses (if applicable) to help them understand the process and importance of
planning for retirement. Plan to attend this workshop on May 5-6 (7-9 pm Friday and 9 am-3 pm Saturday)
in Fort Dodge.
Paul Snyder, Retirement & Benefit Educator for Concordia Plan Services, will lead this workshop. Paul has
been on the staff of Concordia Plans for almost 35 years, and brings an in-depth knowledge of the Plans and
the needs of church workers. You will have an opportunity to make an appointment to meet with Paul on
Friday evening to discuss your personal questions.
Thanks to LCEF, there is NO fee for the workshop. You are responsible for meals, travel and lodging. For
lodging, contact the Sleep Inn (110 Leah Lane) at 515.302.8508; the Iowa District West rate is $79.
Advance registration is needed to plan for lunch and materials, so please register ASAP by calling the
District office (515-576-7666). Prior to the workshop, you will receive preliminary worksheets to complete
as well as questions to begin asking yourself about your potential retirement.

Start Saving!
Only 20% of rostered workers are retirement ready. You can avoid being part of that statistic by saving for
retirement NOW. The Concordia Retirement Savings Plan (CRSP) plays a key role in supplementing your
retirement income to help you become retirement ready. Check out more information at
www.concordiaplans.org/landing-pages/crsp-benefits-for-called-workers.html.

Top Four Financial Spring Cleaning Tips
It’s that time of year – spring cleaning! As the days get longer and you break out the cleaning supplies, don’t
forget about your filing cabinet (office and/or home)! One of the keys to managing your finances is to keep
organized financial records and have the necessary documents available when you need them. Concordia
Plan Services Communications Specialist Christina Knott, suggests four steps to spruce up your finances at
home:
1. Sort and shred outdated financial records.
2. Prioritize your files.
3. Review your family budget.
4. Check your Credit Report.
Complete details are online at www.concordiaplans.org/blog/top-four-financial-spring-cleaning-tips/

Tax Calendar/May 15 – IRS Forms
The Annual Racial Nondiscrimination Form 5578 must be filed by preschools and day schools, whether operated
as a separate legal entity or by the church. Schools that operate on a calendar year must file by May 15. A school
that has a different fiscal year must submit by the 15th day of the 5th month following the end of their fiscal year.
A copy is provided in the “blank forms” section in the back of the Congregational Treasurer’s Manual or search
the IRS website at www.irs.gov.
Are Churches and Schools Required to File Form 990-T? The Congregational Treasurer’s Manual states
“Member congregations of the Synod are excused as churches by this section of the law, and this includes schools
operated by the congregation under its own structure.”
Churches must pay income tax and file IRS Form 990-T “Unrelated Business Income” by May 15 (if using a
different fiscal year the deadline is the 15th day of the 5th month after their fiscal year closes) if gross income
from unrelated trade or business was over $1,000 in 2016. An excellent summary of activities that ARE unrelated
and activities that ARE NOT unrelated is listed in Chapter 11 of the Congregational Treasurer’s Manual
(www.lcms.org/ctm).
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IOWA EAST & WEST
LCEF

For more
information on LCEF
loans, investments,
and services, please
contact:
Carole L. White LCEF
V.P. Iowa East & West
1404 West 6th Street
Storm Lake, IA 50588
carole.white@lcef.org

Secure Your Financial Goals
When it comes to your financial needs, Lutheran Church Extension Fund (LCEF)
offers investments for everyone from babies to grandparents.
And, when you invest with LCEF, you are not only supporting LCMS ministries - you
are also partnering with a financial institution that shares your Lutheran beliefs.
Family Emergency StewardAccount
Designed to prepare you for those moments when you need funds outside of your
monthly budget.
PartnerPLUS
For current investors who want to do more to empower rostered church workers and
ministries to continue their Kingdom-building work.
ConnectPLUS
Introduces new LCEF investors to the reward of supporting LCMS ministries - without
sacrificing competitive rates.
Y.I. Club
Makes saving money fun while teaching children (age 0-18) to give thanks for God's
blessings. Your child learns the value of saving - while supporting ministries.
Your LCMS Church. Your LCEF Finances. Learn More @ lcef.org

Ruth Gerken
Promotions Director
Iowa East & West
ruth.gerken@lcef.org

For current rates visit
lcef.org

Mallory Siever Awarded 2017 IDW LCEF Scholarship!
The 2017 Iowa District West Lutheran Church Extension Fund (LCEF) $1,000 Scholarship is awarded to Mallory Siever. A member of Zion Lutheran Church, Storm Lake,
Iowa, Mallory is a freshman studying Elementary Education
at the University of South Dakota (USD), Vermillion.
When asked to write about the ministry of LCEF, Siever
wrote, “I like the service that LCEF provides; it is a great
place for members of the congregation to invest money with
a meaningful purpose — [LCEF] helps spread the word of
God around the world. Lutheran Church Extension Fund has
changed many people’s lives. My church used LCEF in the
past to build a Sunday School Fellowship Hall, and also
funded other needs over time....”
LCEF is truly blessed by generations of investors including Mallory, her siblings, parents and
her grandparents. For more information on how you can partner with the ministry of church extension, visit lcef.org or call 800-843-5233.

Mission Opportunities
A newsletter of resources, events, and ideas to help God’s people passionately, intentionally, and
faithfully extend the Gospel within our communities, throughout the District, and into all the world!

May 2017
Ah, summer! A time to relax, a time to take it easy! In
many ways that’s true – and I pray that for your health
and well-being you’ll plan some intentional time away
from the demands of the ministry. But summer isn’t a
time to completely shut down – there are many
opportunities for sharing Christ and many opportunities
to begin planning for fall and beyond! We’ll keep it
simple this month – mainly some links for more
information on opportunities, upcoming events and
resources! Pick and choose what works best for you
and your mission and ministry.

Resources/Ideas


Coaching – Could you benefit from having a trained brother meet with you monthly, ask
powerful questions that cause you to think and articulate what God’s put on your heart?
Then he’d encourage you, pray for you and hold you accountable! NOT an expert telling
you what to do, but a loving brother helping draw out and
clarify. Call me if interested!



Outreach Event – A simple six-step process to planning a
summer event to connect with your community. Click here.



District Mission Grants – Help fund your connection event.
Make it part of your overall plan of moving from connections
to relationships to discipleship. Click here to download an
application. New deadline: October 15


Seasons of Discovery – A 2-year process organized around the Church
calendar that equips your entire church to engage your community with the
Gospel. Contact me or click here for info. District scholarships available!



Building Bridges to the Community – Think a shorter, one-day approach
will work better for your congregation? Invite me into your congregation or
circuit to lead you through an awareness and initial planning for going
outside your church walls to connect with the opportunities and needs in
your community with God’s love and truth!

Stoles available – Rev. Paul Britain, retired pastor, has a complete set of LSB stoles
available. Contact him at 515-528-2284.
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Events


Missional Lifestyle Training Process – Help your people realize how they can be
everyday missionaries where they live, work and play. Introductory, no obligation
workshops coming this summer! Contact me if interested in hosting.



Best Practices for Ministry—Heartland, free at Carmel Lutheran, Carmel, IN, Oct. 11-13.
An extension of the Best Practices held in February (“On a scale of 1 – 10, a 15!” “There
seems to be something for everyone.” “Inspired my faith and encouraged me, as well as a
bunch of practical tips.” Quotes from IDW pastors who attended Best Practices). Click here
for more information and to register. $250 IDW scholarship available!



LCMS National Rural & Small Town Mission
Conference, Nov. 9-11 in Kansas City, MO. More
information is available here.

Articles or Podcasts – Tell me what you think!






Passing the Torch: “Sharing Faith and Values with the Millennial Generation” – a monthly
newsletter written by DCE Tom Couser. Subscribe for free by contacting him at
thomascouser@yahoo.com.
The Five Types of Governance in The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (And How to
Improve Each Type) – Governance impacts mission and ministry. Download here.
Best Practices audio sessions – Couldn’t make Best Practices? Click here for access to
the audio from over 225 sessions on just about every aspect of ministry!
Urgent Church: Nine Changes We Must Make or Die – Title gets your attention, doesn’t
it? Click here. But nobody likes change, so . . .
The 3 Non-Negotiables for Congregational Change, by Jock Ficken of the Pastoral
Leadership Institute. Click here and get on your knees for God’s guidance and courage!

Available for preaching – Consider inviting me or one of Iowa
District West’s missionary partners to come and preach for a
mission Sunday. Our missionary partners are:






Rev. Aaron Hannemann, The Gate, Ankeny church plant,
515-554-4615
Rev. Lincon & Deaconess Noemi Guerra, Hispanic
ministry, West Des Moines, 515-528-0025
Rev. Nathan Sherrill & Tim Frank, St. Paul’s, Council Bluffs,
712-322-4729
Rev. Henry Witte, Hispanic ministry, Sioux City, 712-2024751
Rev. Bill Clark, Christ Our Savior, Norwalk, 515-491-8543

Rev. Mark Gerken, Exec. Asst. for Missions, Human Care & Stewardship
mark@iowadistrictwest.org or 515-570-2331
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IOWAY Volunteers Making a Difference
Many of you are aware of, or have been a part of, an exciting IOWAY outreach to hundreds of
children and parents at Moulton Elementary School in Des Moines, Iowa, where there are
approximately 500 elementary students (K-5). A large majority of these children are refugees or
immigrants from many countries. Currently there are 27 languages spoken in the school!
One of the ways that Iowa District West church members responded to the needs of the children
was to provide hundreds of quilts, pillows, pillowcases and toys. This is a story in itself. Over
500 beautiful quilts and hundreds of pillows brought smiles of gratitude to the teachers, children
and parents. Through IOWAY, two churches provided funding for 250 emergency hand crank
flashlights and 250 student first aid kits. These are part of a project teaching the children how to
respond to a disaster or emergency. In some cases, it may be a personal emergency if the family
has to leave their home suddenly, etc.
Other supplies were included in the kits,
but we provided those two items. They
were greatly appreciated.
As I learned more about the needs of the
families and children, I decided to
contact Iowa District West churches in
the Des Moines area. I extended an
invitation to the pastors and leaders to be
part of an “exploratory” meeting with the
Moulton principal and some of the
teachers to see how we could be of more
help to the school.

At the group meeting, we asked how we could help. Various things were discussed and one
outreach idea was to host a day camp/sports camp for the children. The wheels started to roll in
“uncharted waters.” When could we do a day camp? How many kids would come? Could we
expect 50 or 400? What activities will we do? Will we get enough volunteers? What food
should we serve? How will we pay for it? Should we do crafts? Will we need permits? How
do we get those? And the list got longer as we proceeded.
It took time to work out the details but with each step we saw God’s guidance and direction. As
a friend said, “I see God’s fingerprints all over this!” One example is God’s provision for the
cost of the event. I received a phone call from a gentleman who said he had heard about this
outreach and wanted to pay for the sports equipment and food. Wow!
As I inquired about the number and kinds of balls
and equipment the school had to use for the sports
camp, I was told they did not have a single ball.
That surprise led to a $600 purchase of balls.
(Those balls are stored at the District Office and
you are welcome to borrow them for outreaches
that you have.)
The request for volunteers went out and you
responded. Thank you! All the details for what to
serve, where to purchase the food at the best price,
and who was purchasing the items were set.
Saturday, March 25, the day selected for our event, arrived in all its glory as an all-day
downpour! In spite of the continual rain, 95 volunteers arrived at Moulton Elementary smiling,
willing and ready to help.
Approximately 100 students and parents braved the rain.
All activities were held inside the school. Volunteers not
directly involved with the students, helped the teachers in
many ways to improve, sort and clean. It was a day for
IDW people to help by being the hands and feet of Jesus.
God’s fingerprints are on Moulton School. We wait to
see where He will lead next. I want to share photos of the
activities and children, but I can’t because it wasn’t
possible to get written permission from each parent for
their child to be photographed.
The teachers are looking for volunteers to help at Moulton. If you have a half hour or an hour a
week that you would like to help a student or teacher, please contact me and I will connect you
with the school.
Thank you again to all those who made this outreach possible! More events are being planned.
Please contact me if you are interested in being part of this IOWAY opportunity.

Ellie Menz, IOWAY Director
ellie.menz@idwlcms.org | 515-370-1159

LERT needs you!
“..through love serve one another.” Galatians 5:13

Learn to prepare for a natural disaster or to help others and yourself
in times of need. Pastors who need to have certification to be on site
are also encouraged to attend. We need you!
Iowa District West has immediate need for LERT-certified
volunteers to respond after natural disasters and it times of need by
giving spiritual comfort and emotional support while providing food,
water, clean up, debris removal and helping with basic repairs. This is
an opportunity to exercise your Christian faith and use your God-given
gifts and talents to help others in need.
It’s easy to become a trained Lutheran Early Response Team
volunteer!
Take this opportunity to join members throughout IDW in this unique
Christ-centered mission. Attend the disaster orientation training event
to become FEMA certified through LCMS World Relief and Human
Care.
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Learn to prepare for a natural disaster or to help others and yourself
in times of need. Pastors who need to have certification to be one site
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giving spiritual comfort and emotional support while providing food,
water, clean up, debris removal and helping with basic repairs. This is
an opportunity to exercise your Christian faith and use your God-given
gifts and talents to help others in need.
It’s easy to become a trained Lutheran Early Response Team
volunteer!
Take this opportunity to join members throughout IDW in this unique
Christ-centered mission. Attend the disaster orientation training event
to become FEMA certified through LCMS World Relief and Human
Care.

LERT TRAINING
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Facilitator - Ellie Menz, IDW Disaster Response Coordinator
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SATURDAY, JUNE 10, 2017
TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
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TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

520 N Garfield Street

520 N Garfield Street

ALGONA, IOWA
9 AM - 12 PM

ALGONA, IOWA
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Registration begins at 8 AM
Light breakfast and lunch served
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Register online at www.idwlcms.org or contact
Jill Davis at the IDW office: 515-576-7666
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THREE NEW NATIONAL MISSIONARIES VISIT MISSION CENTRAL
It was one of those special times at the Lord's Mission Central! Three new National
Missionaries came for a visit and training at Mission Central on March 6 and 7, 2017. God
has called them to work in the area of Gary, Indiana; Brownsville, Texas; and Ferguson,
Missouri! They were accompanied by the Honorable Rev. Steve Schave from the Office of
National Missions in St. Louis, Missouri. Rev. Micah Glenn will be working with the
people of Ferguson, Missouri to help heal, encourage, and start new groups of
worshipping Christians in this most important area for Jesus. Rev. Delwyn Campbell is
working in some of the poorest areas of Gary, Indiana to encourage, teach, evangelize, and
re-start the churches that are located in this city. Rev. Antonio Lopez is working among
the hundreds of people from so many walks of life in the area of Southern Texas, to start
new churches and equip the saints to help bring the message of Jesus to people who need
Him so desperately.
Pictured from left to right are Glenn,
Schave, Campbell, and Lopez in front of our
Boss at Mission Central. It was a special
time together! If you want information on
these new missionaries and how you can
help with their support, please contact
Mission Central at once. Many people ask,
"Missionary Gary, don't we have
missionaries in this country?” OH, YES WE
DO AND HERE THEY ARE!

EVEN BANK TOUR GROUPS COME TO VISIT MISSION CENTRAL!
It was a Monday morning, April 3, 2017, and the beginning of a new week and a new
month. What better way to start this new month than to welcome a bus load from Harlan
and Denison, Iowa to Mission Central. Special NOT NORMAL GUESTS also came from
Sioux City, Iowa and students and their teachers came from St. Paul Lutheran School in
Arlington, Nebraska.
It was a blessing to welcome these folks and provide a tour for them. These special
friends came from many different denominations of Christian churches. The group in the
bus came as a part of Crawford County Bank of Denison and Harlan, Iowa

The entire group is pictured in the barn. They enjoyed the tour of Mission Central and the
artifacts in the Mission Museum.

FOUR SPECIAL MISSIONARIES COME TO MISSION CENTRAL
What a privilege and honor to welcome four of our dear missionaries to Mission Central
for training on April 4, 2017. It was a full working day with training, discussion of content
of their presentations, and photos.
Joanna Johnson will be going to Taiwan to teach at Concordia Middle School. Johanna
Heidorn will be going to Hong Kong to work with the communications in all of Asia. Rev.
Dr. John Loum will be working in the Gambia in West Africa as a theological
educator. These three people are NEW MISSIONARIES FOR THE LCMS AND ARE
STARTING FROM "SCRATCH" WITH THEIR FUNDING AND HAVE TO RAISE THEIR
SUPPORT. Rev. David and Shelee Warner have been working in Spain for two years and
are now home working with their network of
supporters. They truly need our prayers and
support to keep them in Spain.
It was a wonderful day of learning, sharing
and projecting for the future as to how the
Lord will use each of these new missionaries
to TELL PEOPLE ABOUT OUR DEAR LORD
JESUS. Please pray for these missionaries
that God will indeed "raise up" support for
them both financially and with many prayers.

Mission Central – LCMS World Mission
40718 Highway E16
Mapleton, IA 51034
712-882-1029

Gary Thies
gary.thies@lcms.org
www.missioncentral.us

MISSION CENTRAL EVENTS
PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
Rev. Joel Fritsche & Family
Dominican Republic
Friday, May 5, 2017
1 PM

Rev. James Sharp & Family
Uruguay, South America
Saturday, May 20, 2017
1 PM

Rev. Greg Seltz
Speaker of The Lutheran Hour
Thursday, May 25, 2017
7 PM

Rev. Matthew Ruesch & Family
Puerto Rico
Saturday, June 17, 2017
1 PM

Gail Grieser
Macau
Saturday, June 24, 2017
1 PM

Rev. Chuck Hoffman & Family
Korea
Saturday, June 24, 2017
1:30 PM

Rev. Dr. Steve Oliver & Family
Taiwan
Saturday, July 15, 2017
1 PM

Rev. Carl Hanson & Family
Hong Kong China
Saturday, July 15, 2017
1:30 PM

Rev. Adam Lehman & Family
Spain
Wednesday, July 19, 2017
1 PM

Rev. Shaun Daugherty & Family
Asia
Saturday, July 22, 2017
1:30 PM

Rev. J. P. Cima & Family
Vietnam
Saturday, July 29, 2017
1:30 PM

Alyssa Anders
Russia
Saturday, July 29, 2017
1 PM

Rev. Michael Paul & Family
Taiwan
Saturday, August 12, 2017
1 PM

Rev. Doug & Angelia Thompson
Sierra Leone, West Africa
Saturday, August 12, 2017
1:30 PM

Yang Family
Asia
Saturday, August 19, 2017
1 PM

Rev. Richard & Gema Schuller
Puerto Rico
Saturday, August 19, 2017
1:30 PM

Rev. Larry & Tina Matro
Papua New Guinea
Saturday, September 9, 2017
10 AM

Ritzman Family
Papua New Guinea
Saturday, September 9, 2017
1:30 PM

Sarah Kannoy
Africa
Saturday, October 28, 2017
1 PM

Mission Central-LCMS World Mission
40718 Highway E 16
Mapleton, Iowa 51034
Phone: 712-882-1029

gary.thies@lcms.org
www.missioncentral.us
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!AMIGOS EN CRISTO!

Iowa District
West, LCMS

News from La Iglesia Evangelica Luterana Amigos en
Cristo: Friends in Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church
Pastor Daniel Vogel, Denison, Iowa

Year 13 Issue 5
MAY 2017

BAPTISM IN STORM LAKE
Last month I performed the baptism of Julian Ramirez at
Grace. Parents Freddy and Annahi Ramirez are new to
our church. They came a few years ago to baptize their
first son, Junior, who was premature and quite ill. They
are a young bilingual couple who live and work in Storm
Lake. I first met them through Annahi’s parents who I met
when I worked at Tyson in Storm Lake. The family was
having a difficult time with their sick baby, Junior. God
bless this family.

OUR FAITHFUL LEADERS
Last month we installed, blessed, and celebrated
the leaders of our congregation in Denison. All
were present except one. They are the following:
President—Domingo Mendoza; Secretary—
Mayda Perez; Treasurer—Marcia Mendoza;
Financial Secretary—Mike Segebart and helper
Marta Perez; Sunday School—Paula Vogel;
Lectors—Domingo Mendoza, Dario Zuniga,
Elias Gonzalez (also Youth Leader), and
Moises Mendoza; Social Leaders—Marta
Perez & Maru Rizo.

A HISTORIC WEDDING AT A HISTORIC CHURCH
Last month I performed a special wedding of a bilingual couple in the historic
Trinity Lutheran Church at Manning’s Heritage Park. Jose and Maria live in
Manning. He works at the AGP Soybean plant in Manning and says, “I love it.”
Maria works in Denison. Trinity Lutheran was built in 1913, eight miles south
of Manning. In 1997 it was ceremonially moved into Manning to the Heritage
Park, a German tourist site. You can see a video of the special move on their
Website. I’m almost sure that this was the first bilingual English/Spanish
wedding at Trinity, probably since a bilingual German/English wedding many
years ago. Our little town of Manning is changing, as is Iowa. We have another
young bilingual couple attending our church in Denison with the husband,
Antonio also working in Manning. We give thanks to the Lord for these
young talented families.
PLEASE CONTINUE TO SUPPORT our new church.
For our mission friends, financial support checks should now be sent to:
Amigos en Cristo Lutheran Church, 1004 1st Avenue South, Denison, Iowa 51442.
We thank you and your church for your mission hearts.
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A MARRIAGE MADE IN DENISON
Dan and Mirian are an example of our multi-cultural community in Denison joining
the local culture. Dan and Mirian met as they worked together at Midwest Industries
in Ida Grove. I was honored to give a prayer of blessing at their reception with family
and friends. Mirian, originally from Honduras, has been a church member for many
years but now has moved with Dan and her two teenagers (Elvin & Maria) to Dow
City, southwest of Denison. Elvin and Maria attended Zion Lutheran School for many
years. We wish Dan and Mirian God’s many blessings.

TO CONTACT ME:

TWO SPECIAL GUYS
Matthew Marroquin (left) and Kevin Duque (white tux) are two specially gifted
students at Storm Lake High School and at our church, Grace Hispanic, in Storm
Lake. Both are honor students and leaders in the school. Along with their academics, they are involved in much more at school. Both competed in a national
Hispanic speech competition where Matthew won 2nd place. Matthew has also
won national awards in leadership competitions. Kevin is a very successful athlete
in football, soccer and baseball and Matthew is a track and cross-country runner
and a violinist in the school bands. And, as this picture of the school Prom shows,
they are obviously popular with the girls! God certainly has a great plan for these
talented young men.
THANKS FOR YOUR CHOICE DOLLARS FROM THRIVENT
We continue to be blessed in 2017 by Choice Dollars donated to our church.
If you have any questions on how you can support our Hispanic ministry with
Choice Dollars, please contact your local Thrivent Financial representative or
call Thrivent at 800-847-4836. We thank all who have shared their 2017 dollars
with us! God bless you all!

Rev. Daniel Vogel
32678 Aspen Ave.
Manning, Iowa 51455
Home: 712-653-2354
Cell: 712-309-1292

E-mail:
daniel.vogel@ziondenison.org
Please forward this newsletter
to a friend from:
www.idwlcms.org

PLEASE PRAY: + For Amigos en Cristo and our Call for a Seminary candidate. +
For the Grace Hispanic church in Storm Lake as they review new options to call a bilingual pastor after many setbacks. + For families in both Denison and Storm Lake with
plans to baptize their babies. + For Rosa in Storm Lake and Dario in Denison as they
study for adult membership. + For Unity in our nation. + In thanksgiving for the mission
hearts of the many individuals and congregations of Iowa District West who support the
Lord’s work among Hispanic immigrants in Denison and in our other two missions in
Sioux City and Des Moines.
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Rev. Henry and Ruthie Witte
1013 South Newton Street
Sioux City, IA 51106
712-202-4751
handrwitte@gmail.com

May 2017
For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. But each in his own order:
Christ the firstfruits, then at his coming those who belong to Christ. 1 Cor.15:22-23
At Concordia in Sioux City, members hang flower pots with lilies from the large metal cross in
the front of the church for their Easter decoration. The lilies look very impressive when all in
bloom. Of course, the lilies serve as more than just a decoration. They are an object lesson of
Easter. The lilies started as little ugly bulbs buried in the dirt, but then grew to be beautiful
flowers. Likewise, we will also be buried, but then in Christ be resurrected beautiful and
glorious. As St. Paul wrote, Jesus Christ is the firstfruit or the prototype. He did it successfully
and perfectly. He rose from the dead and can also raise us from the dead.
This promise and necessity is for all people. Our common ancestor, Adam, brought sin and
death to all of his descendants. No one is excluded. But Christ has brought resurrection and
life for all of those descendants. Everyone is included! Everyone needs Him. Everyone in Christ
can have the resurrection to life eternal. May God help and guide us to share that necessary
message to those around us from every nation, tribe, people and language.
Our English classes continue until mid-May when we take our summer break. One of our long
time English teachers (over 9 years), Lillian Schroeder, wrote this observation: “As an ESL
teacher I have learned so many things about making people feel comfortable when they come
to class for the first time. It doesn’t take long for the students to bond with each other and
begin to share about their families. I am trying to learn some Spanish and they get a big kick
out of how I pronounce some of their words; so they don’t mind if they make mistakes. I love it
when the conversation gets to a place where I can share my faith. Someone may ask about
Lutherans or ask a question about church or we discuss a word used in the devotion that Pastor
used. The songs often have phrases or words they don’t understand.” We try to begin each
class with a bilingual Bible verse and a song or hymn related to it.
At the Multicultural Fair and at our Easter Egg Hunt we were able to hand out the little booklets
from Lutheran Hour Ministries about the life of Jesus. One booklet covers the life of Jesus and
others focus on Holy Week or Christmas. Several of them are translated into Spanish. One
mother at our Easter Egg Hunt read the booklet to her children while they were waiting for the

hunt to start. She remarked how much she and her children liked the booklet. We thank God
for the many different resources available to help us share His Word.

Lillian with some of her students from a previous class.

Lutheran Hour Ministries – Kids Booklets

In the name of the Father and of the Son + and of the Holy
Spirit! Amen!
John 20:19 Then, the same day at evening, being the first
day of the week, when the doors were shut where the
disciples were assembled, for fear of the Jews, Jesus
came and stood in their midst, and said to them, “Peace
be with you!”
Just before Jesus died, He spoke these comforting words:
Peace, I leave with you, my peace I give to you!” The word
peace was the usual wish of greetings or farewell. But Jesus
wanted His disciples to know that it was more than just a wish.
It was within His power to actually give peace to their troubled
hearts that night.
How much more powerful did those words become after
Jesus rose from the dead! They became a reality on so many
levels. There is peace with God because on the cross Jesus
removed the wall of sin that separated us from God. There is
peace of conscience because God has forgiven our sin.
There is peace of mind because through faith in Jesus we are
His dear children. We know that when we die, we can be sure
that we will go to heaven because Jesus has reserved a place
for us there.
These were words that Jesus’ first disciples needed to hear.
Sad at the loss of their dear friend and Master, frightened that
they would be the next to die, they had anything but peace.
Thus when Jesus stood among them, it is but little wonder
that they were startled and frightened even more than they
were. Jesus’ presence, His peace, was the last thing they
expected to have. But stand among them He did as living
proof that His work of saving us was accomplished. His
resurrection is the guarantee that the peace He offers is not a
fantasy, but a divinely attested fact. A fact that we can count
on when our hearts are troubled or afraid. The peace of
Christ, the assurance of a loving and forgiving and providing
Father drives our fears away.

It is an assurance that we need because the world sees
peace as the removal of trouble or affliction. For instance, one
who is in poverty fancies that riches means peace. Likewise,
one who is near death thinks that one more day of living
grants peace. The peace that Christ gives does not remove
the trouble or affliction. What it does do is this. When we are
sunk in affliction and sadness, Jesus turns our minds from
them so that we can see how we are dwelling in a garden of
roses. Through the Spirit and those words of peace, Jesus
even turns death into something sweet because in Him not
even death can separate us from His love.
Is it any wonder that Paul calls the peace that Christ gives as
beyond all understanding? On our own power, we could
never achieve such peace. Apart from God’s Word, our
Baptism, the Lord’s Supper, we could never be sure that the
peace of Christ is for real. But as Jesus stands among us we
have from Him the gift of peace. “He lives to silence all my
fears; He lives to wipe away my tears; He lives to calm my
troubled heart; He lives all blessings to impart.” (TLH 200/LSB
461)
May the Holy Spirit continue to work in our hearts the peace of
Jesus! Amen.
Pastor Ralph Shorey
Faith Lutheran Church, Sioux City, IA
GOD’S WORD AND JESUS AS PEACE
….And He will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Isaiah 9:6
Peace, I leave with you; My peace I give to you; not as the
world gives do I give to you. John 14:27

For Jesus is our peace, who has made the two one and has
destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility by
abolishing in his flesh the law with its commandments and
regulations. Ephesians 2:14-15

THE LAMPLIGHTER

Therefore since we have been justified through faith, we have
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. Romans 5:1
When Peace, like a River (LSB 763)
When peace, like a river, attendeth my way;
When sorrows, like sea billows, roll;
Whatever my lot, Thou hast taught me to say,
It is well, it is well with my soul.

THEME: The Peace of Christ

Refrain: It is well with my soul,
It is well, it is well with my soul.

May 2017

Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come,
Let this blest assurance control,
That Christ hath regarded my helpless estate
And hath shed His own blood for my soul. Refrain
He lives—oh, the bliss of this glorious thought;
My sin, not in part, but the whole,
Is nailed to His cross, and I bear it no more.
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul! Refrain
And, Lord, haste the day when our faith shall be sight,
The clouds be rolled back as a scroll,
The trumpet shall sound and the Lord shall descend;
Even so it is well with my soul. Refrain

A Publication of The Lutheran Service Auxiliary
Sioux City, Iowa
The Good Shepherd Hour airs every Sunday morning
on the following radio stations.
KSCJ –
KLEM –
KAYL –
KVFD –

1360 AM & 94.9 FM Sioux City at 8 am
1410 AM & 96.9 FM Le Mars at 8 am
101.7FM Storm Lake at 8:30 am
1400AM
Fort Dodge at 8 am
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The Lord’s Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed
be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as
it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.

“Peace be with you!”
John 20:19

May 2017

(Please Copy, Post, and Share)

Now Hiring
Summer Staff!

Under Construction
2017 Programs and Events
May 4-6: Spring Clean-up Weekend
May 7: 9:45 Worship and Omelet Brunch
May 12-14: Youth Volunteer Weekend

May 22-24:
Continuing Education Workshop
Pastors, DCEs, Teachers, Lay
Ministers, Deaconesses, Lay Leaders
Presenter: Dr. Peter Nafzger
Topic: ‘Beginning with the End in
Mind’
A restructured, expanded, holistic and
intergenerational approach to Confirmation.
May 21– Sunday night housing, no supper.
May 26-29: Veterans Family Retreat
May 28: DISCOVER Center Dedication
June 2-4: Kids Kamp
June 5-23: On-Site Day Camp (M-F)
June 8-11: JOY Camp 1 (Special Needs)
June 11-14: Adventure Camp
June 11-17: Girls Sports Camp
June 17: Minnesota Twins Bus Trip
June 18-23: Technology Camp
June 24: Quilt Auction
June 24: Paul’s Bike-A-Thon Challenge
June 25-July 1: Minneboji Youth Camp
July 2-7: July 4th Family Retreat
July 9-15: Junior High Week
July 13-16: JOY Camp 2 (Special Needs)
July 16-22: Concordia Cub Week
July 23-29: High School Youth Week
July 30-Aug. 4: Family Retreat I
Aug. 6-11: Family Retreat II
Aug. 11-13: Hispanic Family Retreat
Aug. 20: Golf Outing
Aug. 25-27: Adult Retreat
Sept. 2: BBQ Cook Off Event
Sept. 20-22: Outdoor Education
Sept. 28-Oct. 1: Fall Clean-up Weekend &
Volunteer Appreciation Dinner
Oct. 6-8: Fall Women’s Retreat
Sunday Morning Worship: Memorial DayLabor Day Weekends

Lifeguards, Store, Kitchen,
Housekeeping
Call Camp &
Go to: nloma.org

Picture of the Month
Outdoor Worship area gets new
bench seating. . . with back rests!

For More Info. Flyers & Schedules

www.campokoboji.org

DISCOVER Center Update

Camp Okoboji Notes

Getting Ready To Dedicate

Online Registration process is up and running.
A new system has been added. If you have any
issues with registering for any camp program,
event, or retreat, please contact the office.

Sunday, May 28, 4 pm
Meal and Open House to Follow
Join Us for this Celebratory Event!
Please RSVP in Advance 712-337-3325
The interior is nearly complete!
Cabinets and finish work is underway.
The last item will be the glass entryway
(replacing the light colored wood)
Come out for a tour!

Funding Still Needed
- Still on the Table $250,000 Matching Gift Challenge:
We’re within $50,000 of meeting this
Challenge! Your Support is Appreciated
and Your Gift Will Still Be Matched!

Looking for Legos:

To help
with a Luther’s Seal project. Bag
up your Legos and drop them off
at Camp.

Used Van
for Camp

Camp Okoboji is in need of a used van for their
Traveling VBS Team. Got one? Call Camp!

Holy
Land
Tour

Hosted by Doug Kading November 5-15, 2017.
Rev. Ken Klaus and his wife will be tour hosts.
Visit the land Jesus walked; places that saw the
likes of Abraham, Moses, David, Esther, John
the Baptist, and Mary; and sacred sites of the
Members can make a huge impact with
Action Teams & Choice Dollar Designations Old and New Testaments.

Thank You!

Contact Camp or Your Church Office
IDW Support IDW youth
Congregations: Many offer support
Camp: Funding available
Camp Currency: A great encouragement and reward
Camp Auxiliary: 6 Cub Week Full Scholarships: Application Deadline April 18
Minneboji Youth Camp: Contact Rev. Dave Otten (revdavidotten@gmail.com)

Contact Doug for a detailed brochure.
Camp Staff Contact Information

Executive Director: Doug Kading
Office Director: Kellie Jones
Program Director: Lori Gamble
Min. Advance. Dir.: Paul Golke
Bookkeeper: Karrie Mullenberg

doug@campokoboji.org
kellie@campokoboji.org
lori@campokoboji.org
paul@campokoboji.org
karrie@campokoboji.org

SUMMER WORKSHOP

Beginning with the End in Mind: A
Restructured, Expanded, Holistic
and Intergenerational Approach to
Confirmation
WHO:

Dr. Peter Nafzger

WHEN:

May 22-24, 2017

WHERE:

Camp Okoboji
1531 Edgewood Drive
Milford, IA 51351

WHAT:

The Barna Group recently reported that 59 percent
of people ages 18-29, with a Christian background,
have dropped out of church. This confirms a disturbing trend that many
pastors and congregations have experienced firsthand. Young people — often
confirmed young people — are quickly abandoning their confirmation vows in
our increasingly post-church culture. How shall we respond? One response is to
take another look at how we are raising Christian children to meet today’s and
tomorrow’s challenges. In this workshop, we’ll explore a restructured, expanded,
holistic and intergenerational model for confirmation that was developed over
the course of several years by an LCMS congregation. Through a careful and
intentional process, we took the best of what had been done in the past and
introduced substantial congregation-wide revisions. The result was a new process
of incorporating young people into the fullness of the Christian life. As part of
this workshop, we’ll discuss the current state of confirmation in the LCMS, and
we’ll consider the process this particular congregation used to make a significant
congregational change.

Assistant Professor of Practical Theology

REGISTER: www.csl.edu/summerworkshops
CONTACT: Lori Gamble lorigamble02@gmail.com

801 SEMINARY PLAC E
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WHO: CAMPERS AGES 5-12
3 Great Weeks!
June 5-9, 2017
June 12-16, 2017
June 19-23, 2017
Cost per camper: $35 per day or $140 for the entire
week! Includes breakfast, lunch and program
supplies!
Time: 7:30 am—5:30 pm

Activities include: Bible time, crafts, music,
swimming, canoeing, camp games, and more!

For more information

www.campokoboji.org
Phone: 712-337-3325

Veterans and Military
Family Retreat

Camp Okoboji

MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND! MAY 26-29, 2017
This retreat is being offered at a very reasonable cost for all Veterans and those
who are Active Duty Military and the members of their household. Funds are being
provided by the Camp Okoboji Foundation and other donors. The Reverend Kevin
Johnson will be our Bible Study leader and will be available to meet with campers
during the weekend.
There will be a special Memorial Day Ceremony on Monday, May 29 around the flag
pole by the Refuge Chapel.
There will be planned activities as well as lots of free time for recreation and
relaxation!
Check-in begins at 3:30 p.m. on Friday, May 26—dinner on Friday is on your own. The
first meal will be breakfast on Saturday at 8 am in the Ginny DeWall Dining Hall.
For more information and to register go to www.campokoboj.org
Housing will be in Joppa Hall, Shiloh, and Weber.
Cost is $50 per adult, FREE for children 17 and under.

Some financial
assistance is also
available. Contact Lori
Gamble for more
information.

Camp Okoboji
1531 Edgewood Drive
Milford, IA 51351
Phone: 712-337-3325
Fax: 712-337-3318
E-mail: camp@campokoboji.org

Administrative Office
409 Kenyon Road
Suite C
Fort Dodge, IA 50501
515-573-3138
info@LFSiowa.org
www.LFSiowa.org

Do You Know This Person?
Meet Courtney, one of the many
compassionate professionals on the
Lutheran Family Service team!
For over 16 years, Courtney
Frerichs, LMHC, has dedicated her
life’s work to serving others.
Courtney specializes in helping the
men and women of our military
with PTSD and other challenges;
those struggling with depression or
anxiety, experiencing grief, or
battling addictions; as well as working with couples and blended
families experiencing relationship
difficulties.
“I am honored to assist clients in
working through their struggles,
challenges, and concerns to identify
what is causing them, and then
developing a plan to help them
overcome.”

Lutheran Family Service is blessed
to have had Courtney with us for
nearly seven of those years. She is
currently our Director of Counseling
Services and oversees counseling
services in all ten locations across
the state of Iowa. Courtney is the
author of the 8th Day messages that
all pastors receive by email at the
beginning of each month.

How About This Person?
LFS is looking for more people like
Courtney who are trained and licensed as counselors or social workers, have a strong faith, and a desire
to work in a faith-rich environment.
Staff are needed to serve in both our
counseling and pregnancy counseling/adoption programs. Share this
information with someone you
know who might be looking for a
positive career change! Contact
Courtney Frerichs at 515-251-4900
or cfrerichs@LFSiowa.org.

Contact LFS for help
with marriage, family or
individual mental
health challenges or unplanned pregnancy &
adoption services consistent with your faith
and values.

LFSiowa.org
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Financing the Local Church: What Does It Cost?
Even though they are not members, Bill and Dorothy
go to a church in their neighborhood once or twice per
month. They are fond of the pastor and proud of the congregation’s ministry. They also take pride in contributing
a small amount when they attend services feeling satisfied that they have contributed their fair share toward
the church’s expenditures. Is their assessment realistic?

What Does It Cost to Run a Church?
The annual budget for Protestant congregations averages
between $200,000 and $250,000 per year.1 Because of
the broad range in budget sizes, it is helpful to compare
total expenditures to the average worship attendance for
the same year. Most Protestant congregations receive an
average of $2,500 a year per each worshiper. Typically,
smaller churches report higher per-worshiper contributions. And, some worshipers consistently give more than
others. Experts believe that about one-third of individual
contributors in a local church make up three-fourths of
the total received in contributions.
While all congregations report that individual contributions (in the form of offerings, pledges, donations, or
dues) are their biggest source of income, based on recent
surveys, 80 to 90 percent of total income comes from these
individual worshipers. The percentage varies little across
congregations, but conservative Protestant churches are
slightly more dependent on individual donations.
Income and operating expenses. Most congregations
(85 percent) own their place of worship or meeting
space. Thus, their budget line items include utility
expenses, maintenance and landscaping costs, facility
insurance, and in some cases, debt retirement on capital improvements or expansion. Even those churches
without a building incur expenses associated with
rental space, electronic equipment, and furniture.
Another budget item relates to church staff. The majority of congregations employ just one full-time clergyperson. Churches take their financial commitments to their
pastors and staff seriously. Congregations compensate
pastors with salary, housing or housing allowance, health

insurance, retirement contributions, and reimbursements. Inflation, rising health insurance rates, and other
factors mean many congregations struggle to adequately
meet their financial obligations to pastors and other staff.3
In total, operating expenses and staff account for
about 80 percent of the typical church budget.
What else makes up a church budget? Congregations
affiliated with a denomination make annual contributions to their judicatories or national agencies. Funds
help the denomination carry out tasks that are beyond
the scope of a local church and promote mission efforts
nationally and internationally. The percentage that local
churches give to denominational agencies varies, but the
median is about 8 percent of the church’s total budget.
Some congregations set a percentage of the church
budget for local mission and ministry. These budget
items include all types of church programming (choir,
youth group) as well as local mission work (food pantry,
community outreach). Because churches define the “mission” category portion of their budget differently, the typical percentage ranges from 15 to 30 percent or more.

Where Does the Money Come From?
Although congregations rely on individual contributions as their biggest source of income, the second largest
source of revenue comes from trust funds, investments,
or bequests. Around 60 percent of congregations report
this type of annual revenue, indicating $33,000 as the
median yearly amount.
After individual contributions and endowments, the
third largest source of congregational income reported
is charges for use of the church’s facilities or buildings.
About one in four churches receive some rental and
usage income. These congregations report an annual
median amount of $5,000 in income.4 For both endowments and use of church facilities, more mainline Protestant churches report generating revenue in this way
compared to conservative Protestant churches.

Why Do People Give?
About half of U.S. worshipers regularly give 5 percent or
more of their net income to their congregation. Greater
numbers of conservative Protestants practice percentage giving compared to mainline Protestant worshipers. When worshipers are asked to identify the factors
that influence their decision to make financial gifts to
their church, the most important reason is that they
feel a sense of gratitude for God’s love and goodness.5
Other major influences on worshiper giving include:
•
•
•
•
•
•

wanting to contribute to God’s work
a sense of religious duty to give
the Bible’s teaching on giving
a sense of obligation to support the church’s work
hearing about specific needs
a sense of gratitude for help my family or I have
received from the church

Beyond these personal reasons for giving, research
shows two organizational strategies yield higher giving
levels in churches of all sizes.
An annual financial stewardship campaign. First,
churches with a well-designed and executed annual
campaign generate more revenue per worshiper than
churches that attempt to raise funds without such a
strategy. A campaign should invite worshipers to go on
record with a financial pledge or commitment for the
coming year. Such an approach yields about 30 percent
more revenue than no such effort.
Ask every worshiper to practice percentage giving. In
the typical congregation, one in four worshipers give

10 percent or more of their income to the church. What
about the other worshipers? Encourage them to give a
percentage of their income and make it easy for them
to calculate their current giving level. Then, ask them to
grow their current gift by 1 percent in the coming year.6

Questions for a Financial Tune-up
Discussing a few key questions can move the governing
board and lay leadership in a positive decision-making
direction.
• Does the board have a general sense of the percentage of budget allocated to each broad expense
category? Does that allocation reflect the values
and beliefs of members? Have the percentages
changed in significant ways in the past ten years?
• Has the board or relevant committee reviewed
the building usage guidelines or policies in the
past year or two? Do the fees adequately compensate the church for the expenses associated with that use (including utilities, set-up and
clean up, insurance)? If not, are these expenses
covered by the church’s mission budget?
• Does the congregation conduct an effective annual stewardship campaign? What criteria are
used to assess its effectiveness?

Advice for Worshipers
How much should Bill and Dorothy put in the offering plate when they attend services? While the answer
depends on the size of the church and its budget, the statistical averages indicate that around $48 per week per
worshiper helps most congregations reach their budget
goals. Thus, if Bill and Dorothy drop $100 in the plate,
they would be well on their way to more fully sharing in
the costs of the congregation’s ministries.
1. Median congregational incomes reported in the U.S. Congregational Life Survey (2008) and the National Congregations Study
(2012) were adjusted for inflation.
2. Cynthia Woolever, “Keeping Up with the Pastor’s Pay: Trends
Behind Clergy Wages,” The Parish Paper, October 2016 (Vol. 24,
No. 10).
3. National Congregations Study (2012).
4. Cynthia Woolever, “Ten Reasons Why We Give,” blog post
(2010), http://presbyterian.typepad.com/beyondordinary/2010/03/
ten-reasons-why-we-give.html
5. See the Lewis Center for Church Leadership resource, “50
Ways to Improve Your Annual Stewardship Campaign,” https://
www.churchleadership.com/50-ways/50-ways-to-improve-yourannual-stewardship-campaign/.
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Pastors
Golf
Day
WHEN: Monday, May 15, 2017
WHERE: Ida Grove Country Club
TIME: 9 am
FEE: $20 (two rounds of golf with cart and lunch)
PLAY: First round, scramble/best ball
CONTACT:

Rev. Don Winterrowd

(stpaulidagrove@gmail.com or 712-364-2918)
Deadline to register is May 12.

