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On a Mission to Support Christ’s Mission!

CALLS RECEIVED
Rev. Dave Dahlke, Shepherd of the Valley, West Des Moines, to St. James, Shawano, WI.
Rev. Steven Stoll, Hinton, to Zion, Brown’s Valley, MN/Zion, Claire City, SD.
CALLS ACCEPTED
Rev. Edward Durand, Prince of Peace, Fort Dodge, to Trinity, Van Meter, IA.
Rev. Gary Gauthier, Lake Park, to Zion, Wabash, IN.
CALL DECLINED
Rev. David Lyons, Schaller, to Christ, Elbow Lake, MN/Zion, Hoffman, MN.
CHANGE OF STATUS
Rev. Jay Jaeger, Ames, Candidate to Emeritus, 3-22-2018.
COMMISSIONED MINISTERS
CALLS RECEIVED
Michael Kipp, DCE, Calvary, Sioux City, to Bethany, Cedar Rapids, IA.
Jarryn Wiley-Pearce, DCE, North Platte, NE, to Redeemer, Sioux City.
CALLS ACCEPTED
Mackenzie Doraska, Mt. Olive, Des Moines, to King of Kings, Roseville, MN.
Sarah Popp, San Antonio, TX, to Iowa Great Lakes, Spencer.
Thomas Wilson, graduate of Concordia, Seward, NE, to St. Paul, Ames.
RESIGNED FROM ROSTER
Susan Heeren, Paullina, Candidate, 3-3-2018.

Calendar of Events
May 17...Board of Directors, Mission Central, Mapleton
May 21...Pastors Golf Day, Ida Grove
May 28...Memorial Day, District Office Closed
Follow Iowa District West on these social media websites.
www.facebook.com/
IowaDistrictWest

www.twitter.com/
IowaWest

www.youtube.com/user/
IowaDistrictWest

Please note: The inclusion of items from outside sources in The Messenger is for information
purposes only. Inclusion of such items does not constitute District endorsement.

I’ll be praying for you at 10:02 every morning when my alarm on my
phone goes off reminding me of Luke 10:2, “Pray earnestly to the Lord of
the harvest to send out laborers [professional and laity] into His harvest.”
Why not set your alarm and join me in prayer – but let’s not stop there!
Rev. Mark Gerken, Executive Assistant
mark@iowadistrictwest.org

Planting Together
May 2018
409 Kenyon Road, Suite B — Fort Dodge, Iowa 50501
515-576-7666 Fax 515-576-2323 www.idwlcms.org
Contact email: sue@iowadistrictwest.org

On a Mission to Support Christ’s Mission!
It’s Planting Time!
Drive through the countryside of Iowa this time of year
and you will undoubtedly see evidence of farmers busy
in the fields. After all, it’s planting time! Either they are
preparing the fields to receive the seeds or already
planting, but whatever they are doing it is in anticipation
of the harvest.
Did you know that every day is planting time for you personally and for
your congregation? God has you on earth, as Martin Luther reminds us,
“to lead other people to believe.” And that’s not going to happen without
the seed of God’s Word!
That’s why we have worship services and Bible studies, programs and
ministries—that people might come to believe and then be prepared to
go plant. You see, all those things are fine but oftentimes today people
won’t come into our churches. We need to also go out to them. That’s
why God gives us relationships – wonderful opportunities to sow the
seed of God’s Word and bring eternal life to others!
Let’s take our cue from the farmers and get busy planting. Here’s what
we can do:
Pray – to the Lord of the harvest that He might guide and bless our
efforts, opening our eyes to the opportunities;
Prepare the “fields” – showing grace to another person can soften
their heart and prepare them to hear what we will share;
Plant – as the opportunities present themselves, share God’s Word
and let the Holy Spirit work!

Joy in Ministry Banquet
Mark your calendar for June 3, 5:30-8:30pm for our 2018 Joy in Ministry
Banquet. It will take place at the Carrollton Inn in Carroll. Our 2018 Joy
in Ministry Banquet desires to have a recruitment focus. Help the district
identify students who should be encouraged to consider full time church
work and be invited to attend this special event. Pray with us about this
event - pray that young people would respond to the Holy Spirit's
prompting to work in our churches and schools. More details will be
shared in the coming months.
Church Worker Scholarships
Iowa District West offers substantial scholarships to students who are
going in to fulltime church work or those attending one of our Concordia
Universities. Applications for the 2018-2019 scholarship are located on
our Iowa District West website under the tab “resources” — “forms and
links.” Applications are due by June 1. Rev. Tom Schlund, Senior Pastor at Trinity, Algona, is our Director of Student Financial Aid.
Senior and Junior High Youth Gatherings
Save the dates for our Iowa District West Senior and Junior Youth Gatherings. It’s not too early to begin making plans to attend. The Junior
Youth Gathering will take place October 27-28 at the Sheraton in West
Des Moines. Our theme is DELIVERED with the focus being on Baptism.
Rev. Ben Johnson from Gloria Dei will be our main speaker, Swen and
Dean will once again be our entertainment, and the inflatables will be
back! The Senior Youth Gathering will take place November 9-11 at the
Embassy Suites downtown in Des Moines. Our theme is Whatever!
Based on Philippians 4:8-9. Tanner Olson, DCE from Austin, Texas will
be our speaker. Encourage your youth to attend. The gathering teams
welcome your prayers as they work to organize meaningful events for
the young people of Iowa District West. If you have questions, contact
Rhonda Mohr (515-576-7666 or rhonda@iowadistrictwest.org).
Calendar of Events
May 17…District Board of Directors, Mission Central, Mapleton
May 21...Pastors Golf Day, Ida Grove
May 28...Memorial Day, District Office Closed
For more information on Iowa District West activities,
view The Messenger at www.idwlcms.org/publications.php
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JOY IN MINISTRY BANQUET

Rhonda Mohr
rhonda@iowadistrictwest.org
515-576-7666 office
515-573-0010 cell

Plans are set for our 2018 Joy in Ministry Banquet.
It will be held Sunday, June 3, 2018, 5:30 pm at the
Carrollton Inn, 1730 US Hwy 71 North, Carroll,
Iowa. This special banquet is for students currently
studying for church work and their families, future
students and families, prayer and financial partners,
professional workers and lay leaders, friends and
guests.

Is there an elementary, junior high, or high school
student that you would like to encourage to be a
fulltime church worker? Invite that person and
their family to come to the banquet with you.
Please give prayer and attention to this special
event. We have a severe shortage of people
studying for fulltime ministry and this event is an
intentional effort to expose young people to the
joy of serving in fulltime church work.
How can you help?
 Identify someone who would make a great church worker and invite that
person and their family to attend the banquet with you.
 Pray for great attendance. (I’m praying for 125 people to attend.)
 Pray that the Holy Spirit will prompt people to consider fulltime church
work.
 Get the word out on this event and make copies of and display the flier.
 Consider attending the Joy in Ministry event to support church workers
and make a gift to the church work scholarship fund.

Iowa District West
Banquet at Carrollton Inn
1730 US Hwy 71 North, Carroll, Iowa

Sunday, June 3, 2018
Registration begins at 5:30 pm; Banquet at 6 pm
Featuring Rev. Dr. Brian Friedrich

For:


Scholarship Recipients and Families



Students Interested in Church Work



Prayer and Financial Partners



Professional Workers



Congregational Leaders



Friends and Guests

President of Concordia University
Seward, Nebraska

Hear about “Joy in Ministry” from our Church Worker Panel

Chelsea Adams
Teacher

Tiffany Johnson
Deaconess trained

Rev. Ryan Roehrig
Pastor

There is no charge for the banquet.
To make reservations contact Sue at the District Office
(515-576-7666 or sue@iowadistrictwest.org)
or go to
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/joy_in_ministry_banquet

Thomas Wilson
DCE
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BUSINESS MANAGER NEWS

Iowa District West Congregations’ Mission Receipts
For the Month Ending March 2018
Anticipated Amount

$125,000

Actual Receipts

$108,635

Fiscal Year-to-Date Receipts
Anticipated Amount

$250,000

Actual Receipts

$225,627

Over (under) anticipated amount

$ (24,373)

Use of Mission Receipts
Remitted to Synod (50%)

$125,000

Balance for District programs/operations

$100,627

Total Receipts

$225,627

Mission Receipts Compared With Last Year
Month ending March 2018

$225,627

Month ending March 2017

$243,643

Over (under) last year

($18,016)

Stewardship Corner

Jesus said, “It is more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35).
The world can’t understand that concept. The world says, “If you give,
you will have less.” Faithful givers know and will tell you that Jesus
knew what He was talking about! Faithful givers know that, if they
give, they will have more.
AS STEWARDS OF THE GOSPEL,
WE HAVE A GIFT TO SHARE THAT
ALL THE RICHES OF THE WORLD
CANNOT BUY.
“[God] will be the sure foundation for your
times, a rich store of salvation and wisdom
and knowledge; the fear of the Lord is the
key to this treasure” (Isaiah 33:6).

Source: Ron Chewning - Stewardship Advisors
www.stewardshipadvisors.org - 888-783-2790

Stewardship Spark / Monthly Mission Moment
Did you know that your congregational mission dollars support the District budget in many mission and ministry
areas? The District budget strongly supports missions with almost 2/3 of the budget supporting missions: 1/3 for
Synod missions and 1/3 for District missions. This total, $1,506,660, is almost the same as the congregation
mission support budget for the fiscal period. The remaining 1/3 of the budget covers congregational support
services (Human care, Education, Youth, Stewardship) and administrative expenses. Your dollars make a
difference in carrying out the mission and ministry in Iowa District West and across the world.

District Convention Assessment
Attention treasurers – the deadline is soon approaching to pay your District Convention Assessment. The balance
must be paid in full by May 15 in order to allow the lay delegate and pastoral delegate from your congregation to
vote at the District Convention on June 24-26 at Camp Okoboji. The convention assessment covers District staff,
emeritus/retired guests, electronic voting, and all costs associated with the convention.

Tax Calendar/May 15 – IRS Forms
The Annual Racial Nondiscrimination Form 5578 must be filed by preschools and day schools, whether operated
as a separate legal entity or by the church. Schools that operate on a calendar year must file by May 15. A school
that has a different fiscal year must submit by the 15th day of the 5th month following the end of their fiscal year.
A copy is provided in the “blank forms” section in the back of the Congregational Treasurer’s Manual or search
the IRS website at www.irs.gov.
Are Churches and Schools Required to File Form 990-T? The Congregational Treasurer’s Manual states
“Member congregations of the Synod are excused as churches by this section of the law, and this includes schools
operated by the congregation under its own structure.”
Churches must pay income tax and file IRS Form 990-T “Unrelated Business Income” by May 15 (if using a
different fiscal year the deadline is the 15th day of the 5th month after their fiscal year closes) if gross income
from unrelated trade or business was over $1,000 in 2017. An excellent summary of activities that ARE unrelated
and activities that ARE NOT unrelated is listed in Chapter 11 of the Congregational Treasurer’s Manual
(www.lcms.org/ctm).

Secretarial/Administrative Assistants Fall Conference
The Iowa District West Secretarial/Administrative Assistants Conference will be
held in Urbandale this fall. Mark your calendar for Tuesday, September 18 from
8 am - 3:30 pm. All ministry assistant professionals are invited to enjoy a relaxing, inspirational, and educational
day. The special speaker this year will be Shannon Zetterlund sharing several topics that will encourage and
support you in your ministry. Dalend Mackey will use his gift of music and humor as Master of Ceremonies for
the day.
A few vendors and exhibitors will be present to share their resources and products. Plan now to enjoy a full day
in Des Moines/Urbandale. More details will be shared this summer.

Concordia Plan Services Updates Portal in 2018
On April 3, 2018, an email was sent to your respective ministry’s primary contact containing the subject line
“Your Action Needed Today.” This email pertains to the introduction of the new Benefits Portal. Simply click
on the “Learn How and Act Today!” button, insert your temporary portal password (located in the email), and preregister. Early this June you will receive a secondary email with instructions for portal access that will allow you
to view both your current CHP plans and NEW offerings for 2019. However, in order to have access to this
information, you are required to pre-register.
HR administrator(s) will have access to: Add new members, Terminate members, Change benefits for existing
members, Create and print reports, Make the annual CHP plan option election, and Report annual compensation.
If you have misplaced the email or did not receive an email, please contact CPS Customer Care at 888.927.7526
and they will resend the email and/or click here for information.
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Mullen 2018 LCEF Iowa District West Scholarship Recipient
“While she is a multi-talented student, it is her humility and character that make Abby such a likeable
person.” – ADM H.S. Language Arts Teacher Jacqueline Seidl
Abigail Mullen is the recipient of the 2018 $1,000 LCEF Iowa District West scholarship. A member of
Faith Lutheran Church, Adel, Iowa, Mullen will graduate from Adel Desoto Minburn (ADM) High School
this spring. The daughter of Gary and Laurie Mullen, Abigail plans to attend Concordia University
Nebraska, Seward, this fall.
In his letter of recommendation, Rev. John Burger wrote, “…[Abigail] is a vital member of Faith Lutheran
Church…. she is truly a leader among her peers.” Burger explained how Abigail was not only faithful in
worship attendance but also displayed a servant’s heart by running the church audio/visual equipment,
helping with their Wednesday evening family education programming for children and more.
In her letter of recommendation, ADM High School Language Arts Teacher Jacqueline Seidl wrote,
“Students like Abby have strong organizational and time management skills that allow them to not only
be a part of lots of different organizations, but be successful at them as well.”
In her scholarship essay, Mullen wrote, “What I like about LCEF’s
mission is that it is Christ centered. We live in a very ‘me’
centered world, so it is such a blessing to have an organization
that provides funds and services with Jesus in mind. The
churches and schools that benefit financially from LCEF have the
opportunity to further the Kingdom of God through the people
they touch. It is fulfilling the Great Commission as Jesus
commanded.”
Carole White, LCEF District Vice President - Iowa East and West,
said, “I was impressed by Abby’s insight and ability to use the
simplest conversations to open doors. For example, Abby
understands that conversations about investing in LCEF—an
organization that has helped her congregation and family in the
past—can springboard into a witness to others about Jesus and
what He has done in her life. What a great opportunity that many
may overlook.”
Mullen’s scholarship is the second of a total of 19 LCEF district
scholarships announced this spring. Follow the lcefcentral.org
newsfeed for updated announcements.
Learn how you can become a partner in ministry via LCEF
investments, loans and ministry support at lcef.org.

Abigail Mullen is the recipient
of the 2018 $1,000 LCEF Iowa
District West scholarship. A
member of Faith Lutheran
Church, Adel, Iowa, Mullen will
graduate from Adel Desoto
Minburn (ADM) High School
this spring. She plans to attend
Concordia University Nebraska,
Seward, in the fall.
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A newsletter of resources, events, and ideas to help God’s people passionately, intentionally, and
faithfully extend the Gospel within our communities, throughout the District, and into all the world!

May 2018
Ah, summer! A time to relax, a time to take it easy! In
many ways that’s true – and I pray that for your health
and well-being you’ll plan some intentional time away
from the demands of the ministry. But summer isn’t a
time to completely shut down – there are many
opportunities for sharing Christ and many opportunities
to begin planning for fall and beyond! We’ll keep it
simple this month – mainly some links for more
information on opportunities, upcoming events and
resources! Pick and choose what works best for you
and your mission and ministry.

Resources/Ideas


Coaching – Could you benefit from having a trained brother
meet with you monthly, ask powerful questions that cause you
to think and articulate what God’s put on your heart? He
would encourage you, pray for you, and hold you accountable!
NOT an expert telling you what to do, but a loving brother
helping draw out and clarify. Call me if interested!



Outreach Event – A simple six-step process to planning a summer event to connect with
your community. Click here.
 District Mission Grants – Help fund your connection event.
Make it part of your overall plan of moving from connections to
relationships to discipleship. Click here to download an application.
Deadline: October 15
 Seasons of Discovery - a 2-year process organized around the
church calendar that equips your entire church to engage your
community with the Gospel. Contact me or click here for info. District
scholarships available!



Building Bridges to the Community – Think a shorter, one-day approach will work better
for your congregation? Invite me into your congregation or circuit to lead you through an
awareness and initial planning for going outside your church walls to connect with the
opportunities and needs in your community with God’s love and truth!

Events


Financial Peace University live streaming overview – Wednesday, June 6, 6:30-7:30 p.m.
Facilitated by Rhonda Mohr, Assistant to the President, IDW, this will help you in preparing
to offer this excellent resource to your members and community. Directions to access to
follow – be watching!



Best Practices for Ministry—Heartland, free at St Peter’s Lutheran, Columbus, IN, Oct.
10-12. An extension of the Best Practices held in February. (“On a scale of 1 to 10, a 15!”
“There seems to be something for everyone.” “Inspired my faith and encouraged me, as
well as a bunch of practical tips.” Quotes from IDW pastors attending Best Practices.) Click
here for more information and to register. $250 IDW scholarship available!



LCMS National Rural & Small Town Mission Conference, November 9-11 in Kansas City.
More information is available here.

Summer Reading - Tell me what you think!










“Be Fruitful and Accumulate”? – This article by Rev. Peter Meier of the Center for US
Missions will challenge our normal approach to ministry. Click here.
“Why the Giving in Your Church is Decreasing” – See if any of the factors cited in this
article are present in your congregation. Click here.
Gospel DNA: Five Markers of a Flourishing Church –
This book by Rev. Michael Newman of the Texas District
offers hope for the Christian church by identifying five
markers that lead to a flourishing church, taken from the
history of the LCMS. Available on Amazon.
Joining Jesus: Show Me How – The follow-up to Joining
Jesus on His Mission by Rev. Greg Finke of the LCMS will
help your members understand how they can disciple
others in their lives. Contact the District office for copies
($10 each).
Autopsy of a Deceased Church – From working with
thousands of churches, Thom Rainer identifies the
common themes among those churches that have closed
and lessons to learn to keep your church alive. Available
on Amazon.
The Money Challenge: 30 Days of Discovering God’s Design for You and Your Money
by Art Rainer. This easy, short read will help you understand how to be a conduit through
which God’s generosity flows. Available on Amazon.
Rev. Mark Gerken, Executive Assistant for Missions, Human Care & Stewardship
Iowa District West | 515-570-2331 | mark@iowadistrictwest.org

Iowa District West invites you to consider offering Financial Peace University to your
congregation members and the community. Join us for a live streaming event (no
need to travel!) on Wednesday, June 6 (6:30-7:30pm) facilitated by Rhonda Mohr,
Iowa District West Assistant to the President. This will be an introduction to Financial
Peace and will cover:
1. An overview of Financial Peace University
2. Why you should offer Financial Peace University
3. Helpful tips and pointers

“Financial Peace University is something my
wife and I wish we had done 25 years ago!”
—Rev. Don Peterson

“Financial Peace University has made a huge impact on my
financial stability. I was one of those people easily influenced
by the heavy marketing that takes place in our culture and
had debt that I thought I would always have. Thanks to the
principles taught in financial peace, I am debt free except for
my home mortgage. I am not anxious about my retirement
because instead of paying for the past I am planning for the
future. No matter where you are on the spectrum of your
finances FPU can be a benefit to you.”
—Rhonda Mohr
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Teen Entrepreneurs on a Mission
What a privilege it is to meet and work with people who truly want to
help others! It is especially fun to work with and encourage young
people as they look for ways to reach out to others. I had that honor,
recently, when I met an amazing family, Ann Goth and her two
daughters, Kaitlyn and Kristina. It started with a phone call, emails,
texts and then a wonderful visit with them at our home as they delivered
the beautiful hygiene kits they made for the homeless. How did Kristina, a high school freshman,
get so interested in making hygiene kits? Here’s her story:
“Whatever you do for the least of these brothers of mine, you do for me.” Matthew 25:40
In today’s world, there aren’t a lot of people who live by this verse, but I have been blessed to
meet a few who do. I first started sewing when I was in 1st grade and fell in love with the art. I
started by making doll clothes and have built up to making quilts. When I was in 5th grade, at 4H state judging day, I met a judge who wanted to take my sister and me under her wing. She
became our mentor and has helped us with many projects, including the IOWAY hygiene kit
project.
The kits are simple but for the people who receive them, they are life changing. They are made out
of a hand towel with pockets sewn into it. A ribbon is then sewn onto the side to hold it all together
when it is rolled up. They are then stuffed full of toiletries such as a washcloth, shampoo,
deodorant, a toothbrush, etc. When I first heard about the hygiene kits, I was immediately excited
and wanted to make them. I first made one for a friend for her birthday and haven’t looked back
since.
When I first started making the kits, I knew they would be going to the homeless. My 4-H mentor
got the pattern from another lady in her church who had actually given the kits to the homeless in
Los Angeles.
I starting making as many kits as I could. Over Christmas break, I even set up my own workshop
in my home and invited some of my friends to help. I quickly found that it was very expensive to
make them. To solve this problem, I decided to make some kits to sell to my friends and other
people in my community. They could use them after sporting events or when traveling. I made
some with my school colors and took them to the local t- shirt shop
and had them embroider our school logo onto them. I sold these for
$20. That price included a kit that was stuffed and tied with a bow
and a special tag with the above Bible verse.
There was a $5-6 profit, enough to purchase more towels to make a
kit for the homeless. I learned that if I made the kits, other people with
IOWAY would fill them. I advertised this project on Facebook
promoting the kit for personal use in addition to helping one homeless
person with their purchase. I immediately found people to support
me.
Kristina, Ann and Kaitlyn Goth

My mini nonprofit business took off and kept me busy. In my spare time when I wasn't doing
homework, I was sewing or going with my mom to the Dollar Store to buy supplies. As more
people heard about my project, I received special requests from people from neighboring schools
to make kits with names on it or their school logo. In total, I sold 70 kits. Keeping to my 1 to 1
ratio, I also made 70 kits for the homeless for a grand total of 140!
I was excited to learn more about where the kits were going and I couldn't wait to meet my 4-H
mentor’s friend. We met over supper and she told me stories of delivering the homeless kits. She
said one of the main places that IOWAY delivers the kits is a place called Skid Row.
On Skid Row you will find 7,000-8,000 homeless people. The homeless live on the street or in
makeshift tents. The living conditions are bad. However, in the midst of all of that suffering, there
is still a ray of hope. The Union Rescue Mission is a nonprofit Christian organization that offers
shelter to many. They have many programs to help the homeless. They provide 1,500 meals three
times a day and never turn anyone away.
Every year IOWAY sends a group of 30 people called the Petal Pushers to Pasadena to help
decorate floats for the Rose Bowl Parade. While in California, they spend a day on Skid Row.
They serve a meal and distribute socks, hats, suitcases, hygiene kits, underwear, and Christian
booklets. They deliver up to 1,500 kits per year to Skid Row and more to other homeless
outreaches.
Inspired by the new information, I wanted to learn even more about the program and other
programs IOWAY has to offer. My mom contacted the director of IOWAY, Ellie Menz, and set
up a time for us to meet her and give her the 70 kits.
I met Ellie and her husband at their home in Jefferson. We were greeted with many smiles and a
plate of cookies. The two retired teachers were very welcoming and kind. I enjoyed listening to all
of their inspiring stories. They told me more about the trip to Skid Row
and even invited me to come along sometime! I also learned more
about the many different opportunities that IOWAY has to offer. We
left their home inspired to do more.
These people in my life have inspired me to do more for others and to
spread God’s Word and love through my actions. I encourage each of
you to turn away from what the world teaches and turn instead to what
Jesus teaches us. Reach out to others because you are also doing it for
Him. You will never know the great impact even the smallest actions
for others can do.
Kristina Goth

Ellie Menz, IOWAY Director
807 West South Street, Jefferson, IA 50129
515-370-1159 | ellie@iowadistrictwest.org

hats for the homeless
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ST. JOHN LUTHERAN FROM YANKTON, SOUTH DAKOTA VISITS
MISSION CENTRAL
It was truly a special day to have the youth and adults from St. John Lutheran Church
in Yankton, South Dakota visit Mission Central on March 17, 2018! They met first
in the little wayside prayer chapel for a special prayer, and then their tour began.
What a blessing to have them pictured in the new
Creation Theater where they had the opportunity to see
the animals and some amazing fossils, and to hear the
story of the flood.
When they went to the barn they had the privilege of being
dressed in the culture of the people from around the world,
and here you see some of the youth in action from around
the world.
The group enjoyed a wonderful lunch served by our Volunteer Cooks. Here you see
these dear folks that traveled the long distance to experience something that many will
never forget.

GUESTS FROM ZION LUTHERAN IN ATLANTIC, IOWA COME
It was later in the afternoon, but that allowed the students to get out of school and get
together to come to visit Mission Central. The students and adults from Zion Lutheran
Church of Atlantic, Iowa came under the direction of Rob and Lori Ullrich and Pastor
Ken Davidson. What a JOY to welcome these young missionaries!
They enjoyed the full tour of the chapel, where we began with prayer, and then a tour
of the office where they were shown the 5 parts of the world famous picture of
“Sallman’s Head of Christ” painting in Gary’s office.
Then they saw the Ministry Center and the pictures, and then to the Creation Theater,
where they heard the real story of Creation and how the Lord provided protection for
the animals and Noah and his family in the Flood. From there, the group went to the
barn where “The Word became flesh and dwelt among us!”
One of the 6th grade young missionaries said, “Missionary Gary, I will never, never
forget this trip…it taught me so much!”
Here you see this special group in front of the sign, in the Creation Theater, and
dressed up in the barn. It was a day they will long remember.

Mission Central – LCMS World Mission
40718 Highway E16
Mapleton, IA 51034
712-882-1029

Gary Thies (gary.thies@lcms.org)
Rev. Brent Smith (brent.smith@lcms.org)
www.missioncentral.us

MISSION CENTRAL EVENTS
PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
Rev. Lawrence Rast, President
Concordia Theological
Seminary, Fort Wayne, IN
Ascension Service
Thursday, May 10, 2018
7 PM

Rev. Jon Clausing & Family
Kenya East Africa
Saturday, June 2, 2018
1 PM

Rev. Ryan McDermott & Family
West Africa
Saturday, June 2, 2018
1 PM

Rev. Steve & Cindy Schumacher
Ghana
Saturday, June 2, 2018
1:45 PM

Matt Wasmund
Ghana
Saturday, June 2, 2018
1:45 PM

Krista Young & Family
East Africa
Wednesday, July 11, 2018
1 PM

Rev. Dr. Hans Trinklein & Family
Korea
Saturday, July 21, 2018
1:30 PM

Rev. Mark Rabe & Family
Ethiopia East Africa
Saturday, July 21, 2018
1 PM

Rev. Jerry and Patty Lawson & Family
St. Petersburg, Russia
Saturday, July 21, 2018
1 PM

Rev. Eric Stinnett & Family
Ethiopia East Africa
Saturday, August 11, 2018
1:30 PM

Rev. Jacob Gaugert
Togo West Africa
Saturday, August 11, 2018
1 PM

Rev. Brian Gauthier & Family
Panama
Saturday, September 8, 2018
1 PM

Rev. Herb & Markie Burch
Belize, Latin America
Saturday, November 10, 2018
1 PM

Mission Central-LCMS World Mission
40718 Highway E 16
Mapleton, Iowa 51034
Phone: 712-882-1029

Gary Thies - gary.thies@lcms.org
Rev. Brent Smith - brent.smith@lcms.org
www.missioncentral.us
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AMIGOS EN CRISTO

Iowa District
West, LCMS

News from La Iglesia Luterana, Amigos en Cristo
1004 1st Ave S, Denison, IA 51442
Pastor Willie Grills

Year 14 Issue 5
May 2018

CHRIST IS RISEN!
A good crowd gathered on Easter Sunday to celebrate the resurrection of our
Lord Jesus Christ. We had many guests present. Pictured below are members,
inquirers, and attendees of our various outreach classes and activities.
How wonderful to see them all in the Divine Service!

LEFT: Our reception welcoming new
members and celebrating congregational birthdays. Pastor Vogel and his wife
Paula joined us to celebrate. See the
next page for more on our new members.

WE THANK YOUR FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT AND GENEROSITY:
Mission support checks should be sent to:
Amigos en Cristo Lutheran Church, 1004 1st Avenue South, Denison, IA 51442.
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NEW MEMBERS
On April 15 we welcomed new
members, Antonio and Wendy,
to the congregation. They have
two children. They both live
and work in Denison. All glory
to God for bringing them to us.
His Word never returns void!

Rev. Willie Grills
118 Megs Way
Denison, IA 51442
606-225-2122 cell
712-263-2235 church

pastorgrills@gmail.com
I would love to visit your church or
Bible study to present on our work
in Denison. If you are interested,
please contact me at the
information provided.

PLEASE PRAY:
+ For Grace Hispanic ministry in Storm Lake as they consider future pastoral leadership.
+ For the IDW and her various mission efforts. That they remain faithful and fruitful.
+ Thanksgiving for the many individuals and congregations of Iowa District West who
support the Lord’s work among Hispanic immigrants.
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Rev. Henry and Ruthie Witte
1013 South Newton Street
Sioux City, IA 51106
712-202-4751
handrwitte@gmail.com
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…thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, and
that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in His name to all nations…
Luke 24:46-47
Go therefore and make disciples of all nations…. Matthew 28:19
No culture or nationality or genetic background or any other distinction and division we may
make among humans will separate anyone from God’s love. He wants them all to repent of
their sins and to believe in Jesus Christ for forgiveness. He wants them all to be students and
followers of Jesus and His Word. To make this possible, God sends His Spirit through our
sharing of His Word so that anyone may come to saving faith in Jesus Christ. May God help us
to be His voices to the world.

Volunteer English tutors preparing the table for the Multicultural Fair in Sioux City, April 2018

At the Multicultural Fair all of the various ethnic groups are invited to participate with their own
displays, foods, crafts, music, and dance. Also, organizations that serve these groups have their
tables to inform the participants and visitors of their services and activities. As we have for the
last nine years, the Hispanic outreach committee of Siouxland was present to inform people of
our English classes and to distribute Christian materials for adults and children. We had a
drawing for a bilingual Bible (English and Spanish) as a way to maintain contact with some of
the visitors. On the form we asked for their contact information and also invited them to
indicate if they would like to know more about Jesus and the Bible or if they would like us to
pray for them or make a visit. We had a drawing to select the winners of the big prize, but we
also have bilingual New Testaments to give to the others not selected. We pray that they all
may be blessed by God’s Word.
On a cold windy March morning,
Concordia held its annual Easter Egg
Hunt with more than 60 adults and
children in attendance. Besides
collecting eggs, the children and
parents enjoyed a snack, made an
Easter craft, and received booklets
with the story of the first Easter.
We pray that as they sought after
the eggs, we may help our Savior to
seek the lost through their
participation in our VBS.

READINGS:
Acts 2:1-4 (ESV)
1 When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together
in one place. 2 And suddenly there came from heaven a
sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it filled the entire
house where they were sitting. 3 And divided tongues as of
fire appeared to them and rested on each one of them.
4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to
speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance.
John 16:5-15 (ESV)
5 But now I am going to him who sent me, and none of you
asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ 6 But because I have said
these things to you, sorrow has filled your heart.
Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I
go away, for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to
you. But if I go, I will send him to you. 8 And when he comes,
he will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness
and judgment: 9 concerning sin, because they do not believe
in me; 10 concerning righteousness, because I go to the
Father, and you will see me no longer; 11 concerning
judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged. 12 “I still
have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them
now. 13 When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into
all the truth, for he will not speak on his own authority, but
whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you
the things that are to come. 14 He will glorify me, for he will
take what is mine and declare it to you. 15 All that the Father
has is mine; therefore I said that he will take what is mine
and declare it to you.
MESSAGE
It’s an exciting play during the big school game. The
cheerleaders on the sidelines break out into a cheer. “We’ve
got spirit! Yes, we do! We’ve got spirit! How ‘bout you?”
It’s very easy, of course, to answer yes, when the team
is winning. There’s something to get excited about: victory.
However, it’s an altogether different matter when the team is

struggling, perhaps even losing terribly. Then we’re not so
sure. While the cheerleaders may have spirit, unless
something spectacular happens, we’re not inclined to agree
with them.
At Pentecost, the cheer goes up, “The Church has
spirit! Yes, we do! The Church has spirit! How about you?”
Only in this case, spirit here is not loyalty to a school team.
It’s all about the Holy Spirit.
Pentecost is the day we remember the Holy Spirit came
to those first New Testament disciples. On the outward
appearance, it certainly looks like they had the Spirit.
Miracles were happening seemingly everywhere. A
massive conversion occurred on a scale that would make
even Billy Graham proud. It seems like it must have been
easy to say back then, “The Church has the Spirit! I do, too!”
2000 years later, the same cheer goes up. However,
many look at our situation and note that today often doesn’t
seem to have the same feel like that very first Pentecost.
Some would even go so far as to conclude, “The Spirit is not
present here at all.” And as that chant seems to rise more
and more, we might even begin to wonder: Is the Holy Spirit
present among us or not? Do I personally have the Spirit
alive in me or not?
Some will make the claim that unless you can speak in
tongues, do miraculous healings, or live an extraordinarily
holy life, you do not have the Holy Spirit within you.
However, take another look at the Spirit’s work among God’s
people. His role is not to do some big splashy show to say,
“The Spirit is here!” Rather, the Spirit comes, when God’s
Word is taught and preached and through that Word does
the job Jesus says the Spirit will do. The Spirit calls us to
repentance, convicts us of and forgives us our sins, and then
strengthens our faith and life in Jesus to the day we die.
In other words, when, by faith, we are attached to
Jesus and receive the Holy Spirit from Him, we live the life of
Christ and do the work of God the Father. For our whole
spiritual life as Christians depends entirely on our ongoing
reception of the Holy Spirit. For the Spirit does not merely
take us back to what Jesus has said and done. He declares

what the risen Lord Jesus is saying and doing now. He
proclaims the things that have come to be in our lives after
His death and resurrection.
Can we always see these things in our lives?
Sometimes, we can when the fruits of the Spirit’s work come
to be in our lives: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Many
times, we don’t, especially when our lives aren’t seemingly
progressing forward in holiness, but have plateaued or are
maybe even seemingly going backwards. However, that’s
why Jesus sends the Spirit to us. Our struggles with sin and
grace, faith and doubt are meant to show us that we can’t
muster up the power of the Holy Spirit by ourselves.
However, the Spirit’s power can be known as He calls to
faith in Jesus and keeps us in that faith to the day of our
Lord Jesus Christ.
We celebrate Pentecost, can you hear the cheer? “The
Church has spirit! Yes, we do! The Church has spirit! How
about you?” Listen carefully and then join in the Pentecost
cheer. For you have the Holy Spirit as He calls, enlightens,
sanctifies, and preserves your faith in Jesus. To him be the
glory! Amen.
In Christ,
Pastor Ralph Shorey
Faith Lutheran, Sioux City, IA
Bible Memory Verse: 1 Corinthians 12:3 …No one
speaking in the Spirit of God ever says, “Jesus is accursed!”
And no one can say, “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy
Spirit.

Theme: The Holy Spirit Does His Work In Jesus
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All that the Father has is mine; therefore I said
that he will take what is mine and declare it to
you. John 16:15
A Publication of The Lutheran Service Auxiliary
Sioux City, Iowa
The Good Shepherd Hour airs every Sunday
morning on the following radio stations.
KSCJ
KLEM
KAYL
KVFD

–
–
–
–

1360 AM & 94.9 FM Sioux City at 8 am
1410 AM & 96.9 FM Le Mars
at 8 am
101.7 FM
Storm Lake at 8:30 am
1400 AM
Fort Dodge at 8 am
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Prayer: Holy Spirit, I give You thanks that You have called
me to saving faith in my Lord Jesus Christ through His
Gospel, for without You, I could never come to Him. By Your
words, which are spirit and life, keep me united with my
Savior in true faith, always enlightening me with your gifts,
and sanctifying me in body and soul to live for Christ alone;
in Jesus’ name. Amen. (2017 Edition of Small Catechism, p.
204)

THE LAMPLIGHTER

Look at What’s Happening in May and June!
May 3-5
Spring Volunteer Weekend
May 6
Omelet Brunch 9:30 AM-1 PM in the Ginny
DeWall Dining Hall
May 9-11 Iowa Emergency Management Conference
May 11-13 Spring Youth Volunteer Weekend: Contact
Lori Gamble if your youth group will attend.
May 17-20 Spring Men’s Retreat: Register online
May 20-23 Professional Church Workers Continuing
Education Workshop
May 24-28 Veterans Retreat: Register online.
June 1-3
Kids Kamp
June 3
Omelet Brunch 9:30 AM-1 PM
June 4-8
Day Camp 1
June 7-10 Joy Camp 1
June 10-16 Girls Sports Camp
June 10-15 Technology Camp
June 11-15 Day Camp 2
June 17-23 Minneboji
June 18-22 Day Camp 3
June 24-26 Iowa District West Convention
June 28-30 Iowa District West LWML Convention
June 25-29 Day Camp 4
For Information and to register go to
www.campokoboji.org
Staff Contact Information
Kirk Warnke, Executive Director

kirk.campokoboji@gmail.com

Doug Kading, Camp Director

doug@campokoboji.org
712-260-3438 (C)

Lori Gamble, Program Director

lori@campokoboji.org

Kellie Jones, Office Director

kellie@campokoboji.org

Camp Okoboji
1531 Edgewood Dr
Milford, IA 51351
Phone: 712-337-3325
Website: www.campokoboji.org
Email: camp@campokoboji.org

Technology Camp! — June 10-15
This camp is for students ages 6-12. Campers may attend as overnight
campers or as day campers if they are in the area. To register go to
www.campokoboji.org.
Campers will learn, create and build their own video game, learn to
program and fly drones, have Bible study, music, swim, canoe and
participate in other camp activities. There will be evening campfire
devotions for the overnight campers!

REGISTER TODAY

www.campokoboji.org

Camp Okoboji is still looking for SUMMER STAFF to serve in the following areas: Kitchen, Housekeeping, Lifeguards, and Program Staff. Please go to www.nloma.org to apply.
Volunteer counselors are needed for Cub Week, Jr. High Week, and Youth Week. To register for
these positions go to www.campokoboji.org, click on attend camp, pick the week you wish to serve
and register as a counselor. If you have questions contact Noel by calling the Camp Okoboji office
at 712-337-3325.

There are still cabins available for early and late summer. Also year round facilities have openings
in the fall and winter as well. Contact the Camp Okoboji office at 712-337-3325 or check
www.campokoboji.org under facilities.

Highlights from the 2018 Camp Okoboji Annual Meeting
To change the operational name of Camp Okoboji to Camp Okoboji Lutheran Association
doing business as Camp Okoboji.

They also changed the board structure from 18 members to 9 members consisting of 3
Ordained Ministers of Religion, 1 Commissioned Minister of Religion, and 5 lay persons.
The newly elected Board Members are: Reverend Robert Zellmer, Reverend Benjamin
Dose, Reverend David Lyons, DCE Rhonda Mohr, Joy Brown, Kenneth Bishop, Scott Ebel,
Tom Chapman, and Marc Lansink.
Kirk Warnke was installed as the new Executive Director.

Doug Kading was named the 2018 Friend of Camp!

Calling all men!
Full Package deal—$160, includes lodging on Thursday, Friday, Saturday; Meals on Friday night, Saturday and Sunday breakfast; towels, linens, and program fee.
Friday-Sunday Package—$135, includes all of the above except the optional Thursday
lodging.
What to Expect: Options for indoor target and outdoor target and trap shooting, fishing,
archery and golf! Also campfires, fellowship, and spiritual growth! There will also be
plenty of time to relax, play lawn games, canoe and other camp activities.
What to Bring (depending on the activities you choose to participate in): Fishing poles/
tackle, pistols or rifles, ammunition, golf clubs.
Many of these items can be shared or rented.
For more information and to register, go online www.campokoboji.org

Our Experts for the Weekend!
Luke Timm: Shooting, Ben Dose: Fishing, Marty Eby: Archery

Continuing Ed Workshop – Camp Okoboji, May 21–23, 2018
Participants may come in on Sunday evening. Workshop begins following breakfast at 9:00 am
To register for the workshop contact Erika Bennet at ce@csl.edu or by calling her at 314-505-7286
The cost for the workshop is $140.00
To register for housing at meals at Camp Okoboji go to the website, www.campokoboji.org Click
on Attend Camps, Adults, the Continuing education.
Cost for all meals and lodging is: $200 payable online or at the time of the class. For those in the
area you make still pick which meals you would be needing on the registration link.
TOPIC

The Book of Exodus as Story and Gospel
The book of Exodus is foundational to the Bible's redemptive story which finds its climax and fulfillment in Jesus
Christ. Its vivid episodes stand as an enduring revelation of the character of the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob,
and as rich resources for reflecting on his typical works and ways. Bitter servitude; Moses the mediator and deliverer;
burning bush; works of power and judgment; cloud and fire; dry path through the sea; manna and water from the
rock; warring Amalekites and welcoming Jethro; meeting with God at Sinai; covenant and commandments; golden
calf and near-disaster; and tabernacle with priesthood, altar, and ark. In lecture and discussion, Professor Egger will
examine literary/narrative dimensions of Exodus with an emphasis on theological implications and Gospel
proclamation.

PRSENTER

Reverend Thomas Egger has served as a professor of Old Testament at
Concordia Seminary since 2005. His areas of expertise include biblical
Hebrew, the book of Exodus, Old Testament Christ-typology, narrative
and rhetorical analysis, and the nature and authority of Scripture. He has
made contributions in the area of American Lutheran history, especially
the history of the LCMS and its first president, Dr. C.F.W. Walther. He is
interested in the theology of Luther’s catechisms and the intersection of
the catechism and the Bible in Lutheran teaching and piety. He currently
serves on the LCMS Commission on Theology and Church Relations and
on the Board of Directors for Providence Classical Christian Academy in
St. Louis. A native of Muscatine, Iowa, Tom served as pastor at Zion
Lutheran Church in rural Storm Lake, Iowa from 2000 to 2005.

Housing will be in Bethel Retreat Center. Towels and Linens will be provided.
Camp Address: 1531 Edgewood Drive, Milford, IA 51351
Phone: 712-337-3325
Email: camp@campokoboji.org
Website: www.campokoboji.org

Administrative Office
409 Kenyon Road
Suite C
Fort Dodge, IA 50501
515-573-3138
info@LFSiowa.org
www.LFSiowa.org

Men in Iowa District West Tackle Marriage Problems
More than 45 men attending the Iowa District West Lutheran Laymen’s League
Men’s Breakfast held at Grace, Le Mars in April learn from LFS’ Rev. Mick Wolfram
how to help someone whose marriage is in trouble.

Research shows that most people who
begin to have marriage problems don’t
go to a counselor or to their pastor.
Where do they go? They seek out
friends, co-workers, siblings and parents.
And nearly half of those who find themselves in the role of confidant don’t feel
they know what to do to be helpful and
experience stress as a result.
To build and sustain healthy marriages in
Iowa, LFS provides training designed to
equip natural confidants to respond in
ways that support the marriages of
those who come to them sharing troubles. Pastor Mick Wolfram and many LFS
counselors are prepared to lead these
Marital First Responders workshops.

schedule this training for their elders
and interested others in their home
congregation, and to use the skills
learned in the training to strengthen
and reinforce their own marriages.

The Lutheran Laymen’s League in Iowa
District West recently hosted a men’s
breakfast in Le Mars, with LFS’ Rev.
Wolfram as the speaker sharing information from the Marital First Responders training. The 45 men in attendance
received practical, useful information on
how to be helpful to those who come to
them with marriage trouble. In addition,
they were encouraged and challenged to

If you would like to hear more about
Marital First Responders, including
how your congregation might host
such a training in your community,
contact Pastor Mick Wolfram at mwolfram@LFSiowa.org. Together with you,
we are working to intervene early in
marriages that are in trouble, supporting the relationship toward health,
instead of moving toward divorce.

If you can’t attend a training but
would like to help sponsor this work,
Lutheran Family Service would welcome your help and partnership!
Contact Wanda Pritzel at 515-5733138 or wpritzel@LFSiowa.org to find
out more, or send your gift with a
notation of “Marital First Responder
Training” to LFS at 409 Kenyon Road,
Suite C, Fort Dodge, IA 50501.
May God bless and strengthen the
marriages of the couples – young and
old – in our congregations and in our
Iowa communities so that they are
vibrant, safe, and long-lasting as He
intended!

¡El Señor ha Resucitado en Verdad! ¡Aleluya, Aleluya!

He is Risen! …

The Lord Jesus Christ overcame death and gave us the wonderful hope of Eternal Life, blessed be His
name forever! As we celebrate His resurrection, I want to share with you some of the Lord's beautiful
blessings on the Hispanic Ministry during this first quarter of 2018.

ESL Ministry
The message of love and redemption could be
shared with words and deeds, among the ESL
students from the eastside community of Des
Moines, in the semester that ended back in
February at Hope Lutheran Church. At the same
time, we started a new semester in West Des
Moines at SOTV, where we registered 125 adult
students and 53 children, with whom new
relationships are being initiated and strengthened,
as we share the Gospel and continue to invite them
to be part of our spiritual family.

Marriage Conference
Seeking to strengthen marriages, every
year in the Hispanic Ministry, we celebrate
a marriage conference. This year we had
Dr. Carlos Tamai as our guest speaker. He
is a family counselor-therapist who shared
a great workshop with the families that
participated in this event.

Baptism, New Members and Discipleship
We were blessed to celebrate the baptism of
Mariangel, the little girl who came to church with her
parents through the ESL classes this year. We also
received three new members in the congregation
after they completed their Membership and Adult
Confirmation classes. Now they are taking
Discipleship classes (D-groups) led by one of the
leaders from the church. It is a great joy to see how
God continues to add to His Church those who are
to be saved.

Children, Youth Ministry & Special Celebrations
Children of the Hispanic Ministry continue to grow in the knowledge of God, through the teachings that
teachers and volunteers faithfully impart to them each week during the Children Church. The youth group
also participates by volunteering and helping as much as possible while also being instructed and trained
in biblical principles. We also take advantage of every opportunity to celebrate birthdays, anniversaries or
special dates as a means of motivating unity and fellowship.

Partnering with the Hispanic Ministry
Prayer: Pray for the church plant in your worship services and your personal prayers.
Adoption: You can personally adopt the mission through Mission Central. You can adopt the mission
directly through a small group, LWML, men’s group, mission committee or your entire circuit.
Volunteering: ESL children’s ministry, Sunday School children’s teachers. No Spanish is needed.

Prayer Requests
- For the Sarmiento family, as they are joining our church, from the ESL classes, for their spiritual life.
- For the new disciples that are being formed through the D-Groups.
- For the Leadership Team, as we are moving forward in the vision of multiplication for the Hispanic
Ministry and the new church plant in the East Side DM.
- For the people who are being touched with the gospel, through ESL classes, community events,
social media, personal invitations, and daily connections.

Thank You For Supporting Us
Muchas Gracias

… He is Risen Indeed! Alleluia, Alleluia!

Connect with us!
Facebook is a great way for us to keep you informed on breaking news, future events, testimonies,
pictures of current activities and other informative posts.
Please “Like” Iglesia Luterana El Pastor del Valle-West Des Moines, the next time you are on Facebook.

Operation Barnabas
A network of care
First of all, a big “Thank You” to the LWML for the mission grant that funded the
National Operation Barnabas Conference March 15 and 16 in St. Louis. There were
attendees from across the country. Eight Barnabas members from Iowa West attended
the conference. It was a great opportunity to meet other participants and get ideas.
After introductions and a devotional thought, the first speaker was Dr. Gary Danielsen
on the topic, “What is Operation Barnabas?” His presentation can be found at
https://lcms.app.box.com/s/t1231rvergjen1df5apc. I highly recommend checking it
out. He has a good and informative presentation. He helps you understand the unique
needs of military veterans which also includes spouses, siblings, parents, and care
givers. Private contractors are also affected by their time of support to the military.
Several presenters spoke about the rate of suicides among veterans. While the number
per day is down from 22 to 20, anything more than 0 is too many! The majority of
those 20 suicides are by older (50+) veterans.
Adopt-a-Chap is a new program within the Ministry to the Armed Forces (MAF). A
congregation “adopts” one of our Synod’s active or reserve Armed Forces chaplains or
Veteran’s Hospital chaplains. The idea is to promote mutual support and growth. Once
a congregation is matched with a chaplain they establish a relationship with the
chaplain through regular communication, keeping the family in prayers and learning
about the specialized ministry to the military. Begin the process by contacting the MAF
office at 314-996-1337 or nancy.rowley@lcms.org
Dr. Michael Morehouse told us about the activities and Best Practices of their chapter.
Many congregations have a display of current military and/or veterans.
The Thursday evening speaker was Lt. Gen. (Ret.) Rick Lynch. He spoke about his faith
experiences in the military and his latest book “Work Hard, Pray Hard: The Power of
Faith in Action.” In the book, he discusses spiritual fitness. Most of us understand
physical, mental, and emotional fitness and don’t consider our spiritual fitness.
Noah and Tabby, two of the 130 Lutheran Church Charities comfort dogs visited on
Friday. In addition to the basic comfort dog, there are Kare 9 dogs for military ministry
and a new program that ministers to police. All are golden retrievers and undergo 1218 months of training at either the Illinois or Nebraska training site. When a comfort
dog has on their vest, they are working. Each of the three ministries has a different
color vest.

Angela Cook, RN, BSN, is the Suicide Prevention Coordinator for the VA in St. Louis.
She stressed that suicide prevention is everybody’s business. If you have concerns
about someone, don’t wait, act! Refer a vet. The VA has a Veterans Crisis Line. You
can call 1-800-273-8255, press 1; text 838255 or chat confidentially on line at
www.VeteransCrisisLine.net. For mental health information visit
www.mentalhealth.va.gov. For the closest Vet Center go to www.vetcenter.va.gov.
Each VA Medical Center has a Suicide Prevention Coordinator, the resource locator page
of the crisis line website can help you find the one closest to you.
Another VA program we heard about is the Promising Practices initiative that has the
goal of increasing the care for the millions of Veterans living in rural communities (this
includes much of Iowa). The goal is to increase rural clergy’s ability to identify and
support rural Veterans with mental health challenges through a national training
program. Participants access a clergy training guide and toolkits on military culture,
mental health service and referrals, and building community partnerships. To learn
more go to www.ruralhealth.va.gov or email rural.health.inquiry@va.gov.
Nancy Goddard, Council Bluffs Chapter

If you would be interested in starting an Operation Barnabas chapter at your church, or
would like to know more about this ministry to those serving and who have served in
our armed forces, please contact Rev. Kevin Johnson at Holy Cross Lutheran Church,
Carlisle, Iowa, 515-989-0511, or email pastor.holycross@yahoo.com.
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How to Balance Hospitality and Church Security
When Jack picked up his car after repairs at the local
dealership, he noticed instructions securely taped on
the main desk where all customers could easily read it.
What to do if an alarm goes off:
Everyone MUST leave the building immediately. Provide
assistance to people to find exits. Designate where people
are to gather outside, so a volunteer leader can do a head
count.
EXIT away from rooms with hazardous materials.
Do NOT use the elevator if your building has one.
Do not allow people to enter the building until instructed
by the fire/police department or a staff member.

Jack immediately thought of his church and wondered if such a clear plan existed and, if so, could staff
and visitors follow such instructions. As a governing
board member, he felt some responsibility to follow
up on possible steps the church might take to be better
prepared for an emergency.

Reducing Risk and Maximizing Hospitality
Churches live on the frontier of hospitality. They see their
building and spaces as safe places to worship, grow in
faith, and serve others. Churches wish to offer comfort
and support to those who come in for any number of reasons. Weather-related emergencies arise (snowstorms,
hurricanes, tornadoes) as well as events related to accidents (fires, flooding, toxic fumes), and people will often
approach churches when they face difficult economic
circumstances or challenging personal issues. Because
of this commitment to serve all people, thinking about
safety and security on church properties is far more complex than for most businesses, hospitals, and schools.
Nevertheless, some persons may pose a threat
because they are desperate or have mental health issues
that distort their view of the church, its staff, and its
members. And unfortunately, sometimes people precipitate an emergency (illness, violence) in the church
because they abuse the mission of hospitality. Even with

this knowledge, leaders do not make emergency plans,
believing “it couldn’t happen here.” But preparation not
only enhances hospitality by constructing a safe environment, it can also help avoid crisis situations.
Prepare a plan. If the congregation does not currently
have an emergency plan, form a special task group or
committee to develop one. An existing committee typically does not have the diverse expertise needed to assess
risks and compare solutions. Recruit someone from the
property committee, one or more staff members, and
any member with emergency management, insurance,
or law enforcement experience. This team can contact:
• the church’s insurer and ask for guidance. When
was the last time an on-site assessment was conducted?
• local law enforcement. What suggestions do they
have for general security and what risk patterns
do they see in the community?
• local security firms or locksmiths. What new
ideas do they have for low-cost, effective technology?

Examine church property. Collect information to answer
these and other questions: Do all doors have secure locks?
Are exits marked and are exit signs and doors properly
lit? Are there alarms on some or all the doors? Are they
functioning properly? If there are no alarms, should you
have alarms on certain doors to alert staff when they are
opened? Are all ������
windows locked and secure?
Are there remote sections of buildings that can be used to
gain entry away from view? Are there security cameras
and what can they see? Have there been past issues with
theft, breaches of security, break-ins, or threatening visitors? What steps were taken to address these problems?
One reoccurring problem is the theft of personal property (purses, wallets, coats) while a group is meeting,
when volunteers are serving, or during worship services.
Consider providing a secure closet or space where volunteers, members, and choir members can leave valuables.
Specialize the plan for the church’s schedule. An effective
plan takes into account the day of the week and day vs.
evening activities. Planning for emergencies during Sunday worship may be different from planning for the rest
of the weekdays in at active church. Talk through the specific safety needs of the following groups and situations:
• Church staff and volunteers who are often alone
in the building
• Groups using the building during week days,
such as committee meetings, classes, adult support groups (Alcoholics Anonymous), children
and youth groups (Boy Scouts), after school programs (music lessons, tutoring)
• Day care or preschool programs
• Church-hosted community feeding programs,
food pantry, clothing closets
• Groups using the building for week-day evening
sessions (church youth activities, choir practice,
governing board meetings)
• Sunday worship and classes or meetings
Who has a key? Because of high volunteer turnover, people pass along their keys to others or have
them duplicated. Establish a policy that all key holders (exempting church staff) must pay a $100 deposit,
which is returned when the key is returned. Also ask
them to sign an agreement that outlines their responsibilities for securing church property. Make sure that
the church keys cannot be duplicated (consult a local
locksmith for details). Other options include various
digital locks, key pads, key cards or fobs, and software
packages that generate audits on each device.

Change the church locks every three years as a matter
of policy. A written and established policy depersonalizes the action and avoids pointing fingers at former
staff or volunteers who are negligent.
The role of ushers and greeters. These church volunteers
represent the congregation and are typically the first to
welcome visitors. In terms of enhancing security, their
main task is to observe people and assess situations as
they unfold. Any time an usher or greeter has a concern about the potential for harm, he or she should alert
others and seek help. Getting assistance is a wiser strategy than trying to handle a situation alone. One church
organized a team to walk through halls and classrooms
after services begin as an additional security check.1
Plan, train, share. Developing a plan is only the first
step. Staff and volunteers need training about how to
respond to different types of emergencies. How many
ways can the church share information about what
people in the building should do in case of an emergency? For example, could there be a set of instructions
and floor plan on the back of every door, just as there is
in a hotel room? Or does the church have the capacity
to send a text message alert?

Other Resources
Consider reviewing these excellent resources for additional ideas:
• Federal Emergency Management Agency’s publication: “Guide for Developing High-Quality Emergency Operations Plans for Houses of
Worship,” https://www.fema.gov/media-library/
assets/documents/33007
• Church Law and Tax website, http://store.church
lawtodaystore.com/emergencies.html
• Developing Emergency Plans: Acts of Violence on
Church Property, http://images.acswebnetworks
.com/1/2832/ChurchEmergencyPlanforViolence.pdf
• Security Concerns for Churches: The Role
of Greeters and Ushers by Tina Lewis Rowe,
http://storage.cloversitescom/theriverconference/
d o c u m e nt s / T h e % 2 0 Gre e te r % 2 0 an d % 2 0
Usher%20Role%20In%20Church%20Security.pdf
1. Tina Lewis Rowe, “Security Concerns for Churches: The Role
of Greeters and Ushers,” http://storage.cloversites.com/theriverconference/documents/The%20Greeter%20and%20Usher%20
Role%20In%20Church%20Security.pdf.
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Pastors
Golf
Day
WHEN: Monday, May 21, 2018
WHERE: Ida Grove Country Club
TIME: 9 am
FEE: $20 (two rounds of golf with cart and lunch)
PLAY: First round, scramble/best ball
CONTACT:

Rev. Don Winterrowd

(stpaulidagrove@gmail.com or 712-364-2918)
Deadline to register is May 18.
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“And we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in
faith toward You and fervent love toward one another through Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord” (Post-Communion Collect, Divine Service, Setting One–Five, Lutheran Service Book).

STRONG FAITH, FERVENT LOVE

Our “Life Together”
• To follow the core beliefs of
the LCMS
• To equip rural professional and
lay leaders
• To support congregations in
community engagement
Remember: RSTM is eligible for
Thrivent Choice Dollars!

Please Pray for These
Important Dates
May 17 - Webinar
“Redefining the Graying Church:
The Mission Field of Older Adults”
with Dr. Rich Bimler, Ambassador of
Health, Hope and Aging (AH-HA!),
Arlington Heights, Ill.
1–2 p.m. CST
June 21 - Webinar
“Family Ministry” with Prof. Ben
Freudenberg, Concordia Center for
the Family, Ann Arbor, Mich.
1–2 p.m. CST
Nov. 8–10
National RSTM Conference
Hilton Kansas City Airport,
Kansas City, Mo.
lcms.org/rstm/conference

If you have an idea or story for
Rural Outreach, contact Amy at
the RSTM office.
Phone: 888-463-5127
Email: amy.gerdts@lcms.org

A Soapbox (or Two)

A

s I was on my morning walk, the signs of spring
were all around. The ground was wet from the
rain, the grass was starting to green up and the
robins were having a heyday feasting on the nightcrawler buffet. It reminded me of just how awesome it
is to be in rural and small-town mission and ministry.
This is truly a blessing from God Himself.
Yet all too often, we limit ourselves and others, for
one reason or another, in the various ministries we are
called to do. So, please bear with me while I climb up
on a couple of my soapboxes.
A major limitation that I hear altogether too much
is “I’ve taken my turn — it’s time for someone else.” If
we really took a moment and thought about this statement, we would see how silly it is. We have indeed been given a finite amount of time
on this earth. As Christians, the time is finite, but the opportunity to serve Christ and
His Church is virtually limitless. As long as Christ continues to be with us (which is
until the end of time), we have work to do for His Kingdom. Certainly, the form and
function of that work will change over time but work we must because His love for us
is boundless.
(continued on page 2)

RSTM Events Update
Don’t forget: RSTM provides free monthly
webinars on topics important to congregations in town and country settings. Up
next is Redefining the Graying Church:
The Mission Field of Older Adults on May
17 with Dr. Rich Bimler, Ambassador of
Health, Hope and Aging (AH-HA!), followed by Family Ministry with Prof. Ben
Freudenberg, Concordia Center for the
Family. Find past webinars in the webinar
archive on our website as a free resource
for use when you need it.

Watch for information on all our
upcoming events! Remember that you
can register for our Engaging Your
Community events (EYC) as well as our
Engaging the Wandering (ETW) events
at lcms.org/rstm. To see our complete
calendar or learn more about upcoming
events, visit lcms.org/
rstm. Contact our
office at 888-463-5127
or rstm@lcms.org.
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Redefining the Graying Church:

The Mission Field
of Older Adults
by Dr. Rich Bimler

T

he rural and small-town churches
in America are poised to become the
spiritual renewal center for older adult
ministries. How’s that for a challenging
goal and opportunity for each of us in the
years ahead? Jeremiah 29:11 says it so well:
“For I know the plans I have for you …
plans for welfare and not for evil, to give
you a future and a hope.”
The reality is that the Lord is allowing
us to live longer in order to bring His hope
of love, peace and forgiveness in Christ
to more people! There are more people
over 65 years old on this earth now than
ever before. Over 10,000 of us are turning
65 today, and this includes many of us in
rural and small communities. Rural and
small-town congregations are in the position to be leaders to help people of all ages
celebrate God’s gift of aging, if — and this
is the challenge — if our congregations are
willing to change the climate of how our
society perceives growing older.
It is time that we, the Church, become
more intentional about enabling people to
see aging as a blessing to celebrate rather
than a burden to endure! God’s people
do not need to “get over it.” We need to
“get on with it” as we celebrate and serve
people of all ages! The new frontier for
the Church is longevity, and longevity is
getting longer all the time. Where else but

in rural America is the best place to make
this statement to the whole Church, as the
rural/small-town churches around us become a spiritual renewal center for older
adults, and at the same time, for those of
all ages as well?
Rural and small communities are
aging. Metropolitan areas are generally
getting younger. Rural and small-town
congregations are being positioned by the
Lord to serve as renewal centers as they
equip and model how God’s people of all
ages care for people, love people, serve
people and pray for people throughout
the U.S. and the world! Pastor Brad Roth,
author of God’s Country: Faith, Hope,
and the Future of the Rural Church says,
“Leaders in the early monastic movement
envisioned their monasteries as special
houses of prayer sustaining the global
church. They went out into the country
not as a flight but as a vocation — to pray
on behalf of the city.”
Our rural and small-town churches
can be laboratories for all generations by
teaching and modeling what the Church
is all about! They can model preaching,
teaching, serving and relating to people
of all ages, at home, school and in the
community. They can teach parents to
teach their children the Word of the Lord.
They can unite people, young and old,

STRONG FAITH, FERVENT LOVE, continued
Another one that gets me is “the youth are the future Church,” as if to say, someday
they will be the Church, but for now, let them only help with putting up and taking
down tables and chairs and leave the mission and ministry to us more seasoned folk.
Brothers and sisters in Christ, our children and our youth are the Church right now.
They are certainly a differing part of the body than those of us with more experience,
but they too have valuable Kingdom work to do and deserve and need our full support,
even when the number of youth in a congregation are few (maybe especially when there
are only a few in a congregation).
Climbing down off my soapbox now, I simply want to ask God’s blessing on you in your
work for His Kingdom in rural and small-town places. May the Lord of the Church guide
and direct you to see the opportunity to serve that is always right in front of you!
“Serve the LORD with gladness” (Ps. 100:2).

as people of all ages worship and receive
the Sacraments together. They can model
that families are called to care for one
another and to bring generations together
again in the common bond of unity in
Christ Jesus. They can once again connect
people of all ages to come together and
complete the ministry God has created
for them to do!
Are we ready, rural and small-town
congregations? Are we ready to reunite
God’s people of all ages as we serve, care
and celebrate together? Are we ready to
see aging as a “natural resource” that is a
gift from God instead of a tsunami ravaging the countryside?
Maybe, just maybe, becoming a spiritual renewal center of prayer and teaching
for the younger and for the older, locally
and throughout the world, is our hope and
our future in the Lord!
Dr. Rich Bimler serves as the Ambassador of
Health, Hope and Aging! (AH-HA!) for Lutheran
Life Communities, and as a ministry consultant
for Lutheran Church Charities.
630-951-1522
RBimler@gmail.com
richandcharlieresources.com
hope-fulldevos.com
cph.org/joyfullyaging

LCMS Rural & Small Town Mission
supports and encourages rural and
small-town congregations in engaging
their communities and growing
together in Christ through Word and
Sacrament.
Learn more about RSTM at lcms.org/
rstm or by calling Amy at 888-4635127. “Like” us on our Facebook
page at facebook.com/lcmsrstm.
Click the Give
Now button to
support the
work of RSTM.

Pastor Todd Kollbaum
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