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On a Mission to Support Christ’s Mission!

CALL RECEIVED
Rev. Lance Klamer, St. Paul, Fowler, MI, to Trinity, Marcus.
CALL DECLINED
Rev. Jason Letsche, Blessed Redeemer, Brandon, SD, to St. John, Clarinda.
CALLS ACCEPTED
Rev. Steve Hayden, Mt. Calvary, Indianola, to Lake Oconee, Eatonton, GA.
Rev. Nathan Peitsch, St. Paul, Fort Dodge, to St. Paul, Ute, IA.
CALLED TO GLORY
Rev. Theodore Letzring, EM, Alta, August 6, 2018.
COMMISSIONED MINISTERS

CALL RECEIVED
Jenn Fuller, DCE, Messiah, Johnston, to Gloria Dei, Urbandale.
CALLS ACCEPTED
Alexander Irwin, graduate of Concordia-River Forest, IL, to DCE, Mt. Calvary, Indianola.
Sarah Rethwisch, graduate of Concordia-Seward, NE, to DCE, Redeemer, Sioux City.
CALLED TO GLORY
Everett Thies, EM, Ankeny, April 28, 2018.

Calendar of Events
September 3...Labor Day, District Office Closed
September 10...Pastors Golf Day, Ida Grove
September 18...Administrative Assistants Conference, Gloria Dei, Urbandale
September 24-25...District Pastors Conference, Gloria Dei, Urbandale
September 27...Principals Meeting, District Office
Follow Iowa District West on these social media websites.
www.facebook.com/
IowaDistrictWest

www.twitter.com/
IowaWest

www.youtube.com/user/
IowaDistrictWest

Please note: The inclusion of items from outside sources in The Messenger is for information
purposes only. Inclusion of such items does not constitute District endorsement.

Planting Together
September 2018
409 Kenyon Road, Suite B — Fort Dodge, Iowa 50501
515-576-7666 Fax 515-576-2323 www.idwlcms.org
Contact email: sue@iowadistrictwest.org

On a Mission to Support Christ’s Mission!
Routines are Good!
September! It’s that time of year we get back into
more of a routine after a summer that has most likely
been filled with a more carefree schedule or simply a
different kind of schedule than during the school
year. Routine is defined as a sequence of actions
regularly followed; a fixed program. Even though we
all like a change in routine once in awhile we can be
very happy about God’s routine. God’s routine never
changes – yes, Jesus is the same today, yesterday and forever. His
mercies are new every morning. God offers us his love and forgiveness
in the sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. God’s routine of
love and forgiveness is a routine for us to offer others. We can only do
this because God loved and forgave us first. As you begin settling back
in to your routine that is part of September – May you consider the regular routine of God and live out loving and forgiving as you interact with
others. It’s the best routine to put into practice all year!
God's blessing on all educators and students as they begin the 2018
-2019 school year.
Rhonda Mohr, Assistant to the President
515-573-0010
rhonda@iowadistrictwest.org

High School Youth Needed!
The IDW Youth Services Committee is seeking four youth entering 9th11th grades for the 2018/19 school year to be involved and offer their
voices in our district's youth ministry happenings. Information of what
the Youth Services Committee is and does, expectations for youth involvement, future scholarships for service, and an application form with
instructions can be found at
http://www.idwlcms.org/gotodownloadfile.php?file=1205.
If you have questions, please contact Pastor Jon Riggert, Youth Services Chairman, at pastorriggert@trinitycherokee.org or 712-225-4332.
Ministry Excellence Fund - Education Debt Assistance
The District provides post-college assistance to pastors and professional
church workers for the sole purpose of providing grants to reduce educational indebtedness. Funds will be disbursed directly to the lender. This
is the fifth year of providing grants. Applicants must complete a detailed
application (www.idwlcms.org and click on “Resources” and “Forms &
Links”) as well as the worker’s congregation and financial planner. Applications are due October 31. Any questions, contact Roger Curtis or Rev.
Thomas Schlund (515.295.3518 or pastorschlund@trinityalgona.org).
Junior High Youth Gathering
The Junior Youth Gathering will take place October 27-28 at the Sheraton in West Des Moines. Our theme is DELIVERED with the focus being
on Baptism. Rev. Ben Johnson from Gloria Dei will be our main speaker,
Swen and Dean will once again be our entertainment, and the inflatables
will be back!
Senior High Youth Gathering
The Senior Youth Gathering will take place November 9-11 at the Embassy Suites downtown in Des Moines. Our theme is Whatever! Based
on Philippians 4:8-9. Tanner Olson, DCE from Austin, Texas will be our
speaker. Encourage your youth to attend. The gathering teams welcome
your prayers as they work to organize meaningful events for the young
people of Iowa District West.
Calendar of Events
September 3...Labor Day, District Office Closed
September 10...Pastors Golf Day, Ida Grove
September 18...Administrative Assistants Conference, Gloria Dei,
Urbandale
September 24-25...District Pastors Conference, Gloria Dei, Urbandale
September 27...Principals Meeting, District Office
For more information on Iowa District West activities,
view The Messenger at www.idwlcms.org/publications.php
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Junior High Youth Gathering
October 27-28, 2018
Rhonda Mohr
rhonda@iowadistrictwest.org
515-576-7666 office
515-573-0010 cell

Presenter – Pastor Ben Johnson
Listen to a message from Pastor Ben here
https://youtu.be/DNn6ZCZKpcs
MC – Tim Kightlinger

Musical Entertainment – Swen and Dean

Inflatables and Games return to Variety Time
Inspiring Sectionals
Noah’s Flood and Baptism – What is the connection?
What does Noah’s flood and our baptism have to do with each other? 1 Peter 3:21 tells us that they have much in
common. In this sectional, through the retelling of Noah’s story and a number of simple, fun activities, we will
discover the importance, comfort and meaning to be found in our own baptism!

Delivered to Socialize
What does #nofilter look like with God? What would happen if God liked your post? Social media, like
Instagram, is a representation of you. What does your feed say about you? In this sectional we will talk
about how we can use our social media to glorify God and represent the Kingdom!

Meals from the Heartland
As “Delivered” children of God we are empowered to show Jesus’ love to others. We do that in word and in
works. You have been given the opportunity to share Jesus with countless people by assembling meals that
will be given to those in need.

Trivia Game
How much do you know about baptism? How many stories about water can you remember from God’s Word?
Test your knowledge and have some fun at our trivia game.

Senior High Gathering – November 9-11, 2018

Registration materials should be at your congregation by now.
They are also available on our district website.
If you have questions, don’t hesitate to contact Amy Schmidt who is handling registration.

Presenter – Tanner Olson

Keynote Speaker
Prof. Tim Schumacher

Devotion Leader
Rev. Duncan McLellan

Closing Worship Leader
President Steve Turner
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BUSINESS MANAGER NEWS

Iowa District West Congregations’ Mission Receipts
For the Month Ending July 2018
Anticipated Amount

$125,000

Actual Receipts

$106,019

Fiscal Year-to-Date Receipts
Anticipated Amount

$750,000

Actual Receipts

$733,043

Over (under) anticipated amount

$(16,956)

Use of Mission Receipts
Remitted to Synod (50%)

$375,000

Balance for District programs/operations

$358,043

Total Receipts

$733,043

Mission Receipts Compared With Last Year
Month ending July 2018

$733,043

Month ending July 2017

$746,670

Over (under) last year

$(13,627)

Stewardship Corner - Stewardship Advisors - www.stewardshipadvisors.org - 888-783-2790

Through the Great Commission, Jesus gives us our marching orders. He tells us “Go into all the world
and proclaim the gospel…” (Mark 16:15). But not every Christian can go to the farthest parts of the
world. Although we can’t all pack up our bags and leave home to share the Good News, we all have the
opportunity to be involved in evangelistic outreach. Even though we may not go to the mission fields
physically, we all can go spiritually and financially. We have the privilege and responsibility to keep
those in the mission fields in our prayers and to help support them financially. Financial support is vital
to provide for the needs of those workers who have committed their lives to tell others of Jesus. We can
make an eternal difference in others through our giving.

IN ORDER TO GIVE
SACRIFICIALLY, WE MAY
HAVE TO CHANGE OUR
LIFESTYLES.
“And do not forget to do good and
to share with others, for with such
sacrifices God is pleased”
(Hebrews 13:16).

Stewardship Spark / Ministry Excellence Fund - Education Debt Assistance
The District provides post-college assistance to pastors and professional church workers for the sole purpose of
providing grants to reduce educational indebtedness. Funds will be disbursed directly to the lender. This is the
fifth year of providing grants. Applicants must complete a detailed application (www.idwlcms.org and click on
“Resources” and “Forms & Links”) as well as the worker’s congregation and financial planner. Applications are
due October 31. Any questions, contact Roger Curtis or Rev. Thomas Schlund at 515.295.3518 or email
pastorschlund@trinityalgona.org.

Congregational Quarterly Financial Report
Included in The Messenger is the report for congregational support for the second quarter
(February 1 - July 31, 2018) of the first six months of the District’s fiscal period. Review
your church’s mission pledge to make sure your budget receipts are up to date. This report
includes only District/Synod receipts and no restricted missionary support or other program
income. Your mission dollars enable us to be “On a Mission to Support Christ’s Mission!”

Secretarial/Administrative Assistants Fall Conference – Living the Sweet Life
There is still time to register for the conference in Urbandale on Tuesday, September 18
(registrations postmarked by September 1 receive the best rate). This is your chance to
learn some new office ideas to help your congregation. Extra brochures can be printed
from the District website (www.idwlcms.org) under Resources - Administrative. Any
questions, contact Roger Curtis at Roger@IowaDistrictWest.org or 515.576.7666.

Church & Clergy Finance/Treasurers Workshop
Mark your calendar to attend the upcoming workshop this fall on Saturday, November 3 at
Mission Central, Mapleton from 9 am to 3 pm. Yes, for the first time the program will be
hosted by Gary Thies. If you have never been to the world famous Mission Central, this will
be an awesome opportunity to attend a workshop! Pastors and any individuals within the
church having financial responsibilities should attend. The guest speaker will be Paul Pettit,
CPA. He is the Business Manager at the Nebraska District and brings a wealth of knowledge
and expertise. A second workshop is tentatively scheduled for January 19, 2019 at Zion,
Humboldt.
Any questions, contact Roger Curtis at the District office. The brochure and registration form are available online.

October is Clergy Appreciation Month
Clergy Appreciation Month is a special time when congregations honor their
pastor(s) and his family for their hard work and sacrificial dedication. You might
consider a special service of affirmation, a potluck event, or planting a tree in their
honor. The sky’s the limit! It is usually scheduled in October, but can be held at
any time that is convenient for the church. Brainstorm ideas now so you can
celebrate later this fall. For additional ideas, download details from Focus on the Family’s Clergy Appreciation
Month Planning Guide (www.focusonthefamily.com/faith/christian-worldview/clergy-appreciation-month).
Attention lay leaders – read this great blog article written by Rev. David Muench, Director of Ministerial Care at
Concordia Plans - www.concordiaplans.org/blog/appreciating-pastors. What can you do to support your pastor?

Synod Convention Assessment
Plans are underway for the 67th Regular Convention of the LCMS on July 20-25, 2019
in Tampa. The national convention provides an opportunity for worship, nurture and
inspiration, fellowship, and the communication of vital information. The convention is
the principal legislative assembly which amends the Constitution and Bylaws, considers and takes action on
reports and overtures, and handles appropriate appeals. For more information on the upcoming Synod
Convention, go to www.lcms.org/convention.
IDW congregation treasurers and leaders - remember to include the Synod Convention in your 2019 budget. The
estimated assessment will increase next year; it is estimated to be between $1.80 - $2 per communicant member.

Congregation Mission District & Synod Support - Unrestricted Budget Receipts
(Direct mission support not included)

February 1, 2018 –July 31, 2018
Circuit

Congregation

Town

Communicants

Pledge

ADAIR

IMMANUEL
ST. JOHN
HOLY CROSS
ZION
ST JOHN
ZION
IMMANUEL
IMMANUEL
ST. THOMAS
FAITH
FIRST

ADAIR
ADAIR
ANITA
ATLANTIC
CASEY
DEXTER
GREENFIELD
GUTHRIE CENTER
PANORA
WINTERSET
WIOTA

173
65
140
526
124
182
104
277
100
31
237

1,200.00
500.00
0.00
20,400.00
200.00
200.00
3,600.00
5,000.00
0.00
600.00
4,000.00

0.00
0.00
0.00
11,900.00
0.00
200.00
3,858.22
2,500.02
0.00
300.00
729.48

35,700.00

19,487.72

62,000.00
5,000.00
4,500.00
4,500.00
16,000.00
7,200.00
8,400.00
24,000.00
10,000.00
31,200.00
1,000.00
16,500.00
4,800.00

27,951.00
3,000.00
2,284.76
1,196.00
9,333.31
3,600.00
3,500.00
14,000.00
3,050.00
15,600.00
0.00
14,260.25
2,400.00

195,100.00

100,175.32

47,000.00
32,000.00
9,000.00
8,080.00
18,000.00
800.00
6,000.00
12,000.00
0.00

24,000.00
15,990.00
3,555.00
550.00
9,499.65
500.00
7,000.00
3,724.50
0.00

132,880.00

64,819.15

6,000.00
1,200.00
25,470.00
1,000.00
6,575.00
3,500.00
28,000.00

2,500.00
740.00
11,934.13
750.00
1,461.10
2,073.50
4,000.00

71,745.00

23,458.73

34,000.00
15,000.00
8,000.00
6,000.00
1,000.00
7,500.00
2,000.00
8,500.00

20,518.00
7,500.00
5,142.40
4,500.00
1,000.00
2,344.25
1,000.00
5,581.50

82,000.00

47,586.15

66.00
17,000.00
22,729.00
6,100.00
500.00
15,000.00
2,000.00
13,680.00
1,200.00
1,500.00
2,000.00

33.00
8,482.98
11,127.03
4,320.00
0.00
7,500.00
3,000.00
7,980.00
600.00
750.00
1,000.00

81,775.00

44,793.01

Total
ALGONA

TRINITY
ZION
ST JOHN
ST LUKE
ST PAUL
ST JOHN
ST JOHN
ST PAUL
IMMANUEL
TRINITY
OUR SAVIOR
PEACE
ST PAUL

ALGONA
AYRSHIRE
BURT
CYLINDER
EMMETSBURG
FENTON
GARNER
GARNER
LONE ROCK
MALLARD
SWEA CITY
WEST BEND
WHITTEMORE

955
31
247
84
251
101
180
355
113
150
32
140
160

Total
BOONE

MEMORIAL
ST PAUL
ST. PAUL
TRINITY
CHRIST
TRINITY
TRINITY
ZION
TRINITY

AMES
AMES
BOONE
BOONE
BOUTON
DAYTON
JEFFERSON
OGDEN
PERRY

638
386
170
565
215
24
331
331
80

Total
CARROLL

ZION
ST. JOHN
ST PAUL
TRINITY
PEACE
IMMANUEL
ZION

ARCADIA
AUDUBON
CARROLL
COON RAPIDS
GLIDDEN
LIDDERDALE
MANNING

411
157
384
70
108
63
541

Total
CHEROKEE

ST. PAUL
TRINITY
PEACE
TRINITY
ST JOHN
ZION
PILGRIM
BETHEL

AURELIA
CHEROKEE
MARCUS
MARCUS
PAULLINA
PAULLINA
QUIMBY
SUTHERLAND

299
407
236
114
278
545
94
240

Total
COUNCIL BLUFFS

FAITH
ST. PAUL
TIMOTHY
TRINITY
PEACE
ST. JOHN
IMMANUEL
FIRST
ST. PAUL
TRINITY
OUR SAVIOR

Total

COUNCIL BLUFFS
COUNCIL BLUFFS
COUNCIL BLUFFS
GLENWOOD
HARLAN
HONEY CREEK
LOGAN
MISSOURI VALLEY
OAKLAND
PERSIA
WALNUT

331
569
374
364
28
233
110
303
65
50
48

Actual Amount Per Comm
0.00
0.00
0.00
22.62
0.00
1.10
37.10
9.03
0.00
9.68
3.08
29.27
96.77
9.25
14.24
37.18
35.64
19.44
39.44
26.99
104.00
0.00
101.86
15.00
37.62
41.42
20.91
0.97
44.18
20.83
21.15
11.25
0.00
6.08
4.71
31.08
10.71
13.53
32.91
7.39
68.62
18.43
21.79
39.47
3.60
4.30
10.64
23.26
0.10
14.91
29.75
11.87
0.00
32.19
27.27
26.34
9.23
15.00
20.83

DENISON

FAITH
AMIGOS EN CRISTO
OUR SAVIOR
ZION
BETHLEHEM
ST JOHN
TRINITY
IMMANUEL

DELOIT
DENISON
DENISON
DENISON
DOW CITY
KIRON
MANILLA
SCHLESWIG

46
27
764
1500
211
84
143
510

Total
DES MOINES EAST CHRIST THE KING
ST PAUL
HOLY CROSS
CALVARY
HOPE
OUR SAVIOUR
PEACE
MT CALVARY

ALTOONA
ANKENY
CARLISLE
DES MOINES
DES MOINES
DES MOINES
DES MOINES
INDIANOLA

106
780
122
28
483
132
319
408

Total
DES MOINES WEST

FAITH
LIVING FAITH
ASIAN
MT OLIVE
SUDANESE
TRINITY
MESSIAH
CHRIST OUR SAVIOR
BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR
GLORIA DEI
TRINITY
SHEPHERD OF THE VALLEY

ADEL
CLIVE
DES MOINES
DES MOINES
DES MOINES
DES MOINES
JOHNSTON
NORWALK
POLK CITY
URBANDALE
VAN METER
WDM

434
232
25
335
25
284
82
71
348
2227
166
505

Total
FORT DODGE

MT CALVARY
GOOD SHEPHERD
PRINCE OF PEACE
ST PAUL
IMMANUEL
ST JOHN
ST PAUL
ST PETER

EAGLE GROVE
FORT DODGE
FORT DODGE
FORT DODGE
ROWAN
VINCENT
WEBSTER CITY
WOOLSTOCK

65
498
198
1160
45
123
298
27

Total
HUMBOLDT

HOLY TRINITY
FIRST
TRINITY
ZION
TRINITY
IMMANUEL
ZION
IMMANUEL
IMMANUEL

FARNHAMVILLE
FONDA
FORT DODGE
HUMBOLDT
KNIERIM
LIVERMORE
LUVERNE
POMEROY
ROCKWELL CITY

230
26
56
855
116
63
93
80
202

Total
LE MARS

TRINITY
TRINITY
ST JOHN
ST PAUL
FIRST
GRACE
FAITH
CHRIST

HAWARDEN
HINTON
IRETON
IRETON
KINGSLEY
LEMARS
ORANGE CITY
REMSEN

397
290
20
373
355
543
295
189

Total
MAPLETON

TRINITY
ST JOHN
ST PAUL
IMMANUEL
ST JOHN
ST PAUL
GRACE
ST PAUL
ST MATTHEW
ST LUKE
ST PAUL

Total

ANTHON
BATTLE CREEK
BATTLE CREEK
CHARTER OAK
CHARTER OAK
CHARTER OAK
CORRECTIONVILLE
IDA GROVE
MAPLETON
RICKETTS
UTE

95
222
82
66
420
81
53
790
402
81
273

1,000.00
2,250.00
20,000.00
0.00
4,750.00
5,000.00
5,000.00
17,625.00

500.00
0.00
10,000.02
0.00
2,395.00
2,500.00
0.00
8,812.50

55,625.00

24,207.52

5,600.00
6,000.00
2,300.00
1,800.00
10,000.00
5,000.00
5,700.00
13,000.00

2,784.73
3,500.00
1,458.35
750.00
5,833.00
1,000.00
3,120.00
7,583.01

49,400.00

26,029.09

27,540.00
300.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
13,250.00
2,300.00
600.00
6,000.00
72,000.00
7,500.00
5,000.00

2,295.00
0.00
0.00
600.00
0.00
7,120.00
0.00
600.00
2,020.00
35,000.00
1,136.00
2,916.62

134,490.00

51,687.62

4,300.00
20,000.00
5,500.00
13,200.00
0.00
2,000.00
12,000.00
0.00

150.00
9,999.60
2,915.23
5,500.00
0.00
0.00
3,000.00
0.00

57,000.00

21,564.83

9,000.00
400.00
4,000.00
25,000.00
3,000.00
5,000.00
5,000.00
6,000.00
6,000.00

0.00
100.00
2,683.50
2,083.33
1,500.00
1,895.00
0.00
3,000.00
3,000.00

63,400.00

14,261.83

18,120.00
5,300.00
6,800.00
9,000.00
8,000.00
15,000.00
19,250.00
4,500.00

7,075.67
1,142.00
3,966.00
4,500.00
2,480.50
7,500.00
9,750.00
2,254.00

85,970.00

38,668.17

680.00
1,500.00
800.00
3,800.00
10,800.00
6,000.00
0.00
14,100.00
4,000.00
3,180.00
11,000.00

255.00
0.00
693.10
785.66
4,492.00
2,936.00
274.04
8,055.00
2,000.04
1,280.00
4,575.00

55,860.00

25,345.84

10.87
0.00
13.09
0.00
11.35
29.76
0.00
17.28
26.27
4.49
11.95
26.79
12.08
7.58
9.78
18.59
5.29
0.00
0.00
1.79
0.00
25.07
0.00
8.45
5.80
15.72
6.84
5.78
2.31
20.08
14.72
4.74
0.00
0.00
10.07
0.00
0.00
3.85
47.92
2.44
12.93
30.08
0.00
37.50
14.85
17.82
3.94
198.30
12.06
6.99
13.81
33.05
11.93
2.68
0.00
8.45
11.90
10.70
36.25
5.17
10.20
4.98
15.80
16.76

Circuit
NORTHWEST

Congregation

Town

Communicants

Pledge

ST PAUL
ENGLISH
ST JOHN
ST PETER
ZION
PEACE
ST JOHN
OUR SAVIOR

HARTLEY
LARCHWOOD
MAY CITY
OCHEYEDAN
OCHEYEDAN
ROCK RAPIDS
SANBORN
SHELDON

347
47
112
139
77
247
190
25

29,500.00
5,100.00
6,000.00
9,000.00
6,000.00
5,000.00
8,500.00
800.00

17,395.00
2,550.00
1,500.00
5,250.00
3,275.00
2,916.69
4,300.00
400.00

69,900.00

37,586.69

1,500.00
4,000.00
5,800.00
14,000.00
14,500.00
15,500.00
2,000.00
14,000.00
14,000.00

820.00
2,094.00
4,025.00
8,750.00
9,649.00
6,500.00
500.00
6,334.00
8,166.62

85,300.00

46,838.62

600.00
1,350.00
1,000.00
1,200.00
25,350.00
1,000.00
500.00
48,000.00
11,500.00

0.00
108.00
600.00
600.00
9,539.02
0.00
0.00
32,083.31
3,116.20

90,500.00

46,046.53

0.00
4,400.00
7,270.00
3,000.00
3,000.00
6,600.00
4,200.00
600.00
2,600.00
5,000.00
2,800.00

0.00
0.00
3,630.00
1,500.00
1,500.00
3,960.00
1,889.20
200.00
1,274.34
4,496.00
0.00

39,470.00

18,449.54

4,260.00
1,870.00
0.00
32,300.00
34,690.00
6,000.00

2,150.00
1,020.00
0.00
15,189.48
14,600.00
2,315.00

79,120.00

35,274.48

12,000.00
4,500.00
18,000.00
5,000.00
10,000.00
5,000.00
17,400.00

6,128.40
2,244.99
8,351.98
5,242.50
5,000.00
5,949.12
5,178.25

71,900.00
1,537,135.00

38,095.24
724,376.08

Total
SAC CITY

ZION
FAITH
PILGRIM
EMMANUEL
TRINITY
ST PAUL
ST PETER
ST PAUL
PEACE

AUBURN
EARLY
LAKE CITY
LAKE VIEW
ODEBOLT
SAC CITY
SAC CITY
SCHALLER
WALL LAKE

52
58
234
349
220
466
36
205
426

Total
SIOUX CITY

ST JOHN
BETHEL
SHEPHERD OF PEACE
BETHANY
CALVARY
CONCORDIA
FAITH
REDEEMER
ST PAUL

CLIMBING HILL
LAWTON
SGT BLUFF
SIOUX CITY
SIOUX CITY
SIOUX CITY
SIOUX CITY
SIOUX CITY
SIOUX CITY

57
147
162
65
627
73
264
1148
718

Total
SOUTHWEST

ST TIMOTHY
IMMANUEL
ST JOHN
ST PAUL
REDEEMER
TRINITY
ST JOHN
OUR SAVIOR
IMMANUEL
TRINITY
MT CALVARY

BEDFORD
CLARINDA
CLARINDA
CLARINDA
CORNING
CRESTON
HASTINGS
LEON
OSCEOLA
SHENANDOAH
VILLISCA

13
227
564
226
125
254
78
52
114
151
129

Total
SPENCER

IMMANUEL
CONCORDIA
CHRIST THE KING
FIRST ENGLISH
IMMANUEL
IMMANUEL

ESTHERVILLE
LAKE PARK
SPENCER
SPENCER
SPIRIT LAKE
TERRIL

270
144
134
730
723
148

Total
STORM LAKE

ST JOHN
ST PAUL
ST JOHN
ST PETER
GRACE
ST JOHN
ZION

Total
Grand Total

ALTA
ALTA
GALVA
NEWELL
STORM LAKE
STORM LAKE
STORM LAKE

215
253
246
124
350
388
294

Actual Amount Per Comm.
50.13
54.26
13.39
37.77
42.53
11.81
22.63
16.00
15.77
36.10
17.20
25.07
43.86
13.95
13.89
30.90
19.17
0.00
0.73
3.70
9.23
15.21
0.00
0.00
27.95
4.34
0.00
0.00
6.44
6.64
12.00
15.59
24.22
3.85
11.18
29.77
0.00
7.96
7.08
0.00
20.81
20.19
15.64
28.50
8.87
33.95
42.28
14.29
15.33
17.61

Pictured left,
Iowa District
West staff at the
2018 convention
at Camp Okoboji
in June, 2018.

Carole White
MBA

Supporting the mission at Iowa District West Convention

Iowa East & West
Districts Vice President
515-240-2229
Carole.White@lcef.org

LCEF is your Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod partner providing loans, investments and ministry support. I consider it a joy to meet with committees
and congregations interested in furthering the Lord’s work in their communities. In Iowa District West for the last triennium, LCEF has provided 17 new
loans totaling over $5,088,000 thanks to faithful investors and borrowers
partnering together to make a difference in things eternal.

LCEF National Office
10733 Sunset Office Drive
Suite 300
St. Louis, MO 63127

Over the last 3 years, Iowa District West received $135,343 in operating results from Lutheran Church Extension Fund (LCEF). This earnings distribution
is made available to districts and the Synod each year that LCEF is profitable. The amount given back to each district is based upon a 5-way average
consisting of the following components: loans to congregations compared to
total congregations, operating income, income producing assets, investors as
a % of confirmed members and capital-to-asset ratio.

800-843-5233 | lcef.org

LCEF was blessed to provide Iowa District West with these extra funds for
new mission starts, supporting congregations and church workers, missionaries in our district, and many other outreach initiatives.

How about those creative coloring cards?!
In support of the 2018 Iowa District West Convention
theme—Bound Together in Christ’s Love—based upon
Colossians 3:12-17, LCEF provided creative, coloring
cards for attendees during the convention.
The coloring card file is available for your continued use
throughout the year; please contact me if you would
like to use it.
LCEF is a nonprofit religious organization; therefore, LCEF investments are not FDIC-insured bank deposit accounts. This is not an offer to sell investments, nor a solicitation
to buy. LCEF will offer and sell its securities only in states where authorized. The offer is made solely by LCEF’s Offering Circular. Investors should carefully read the Offering
Circular, which more fully describes associated risks. StewardAccount access features are offered through UMB Bank n.a. StewardAccount products are not available to
investors in South Carolina. The Family Emergency StewardAccount is known as the Family StewardAccount in the state of Ohio.

Investment Interest Rates-Sept. 2018
Minimum
Term
Dedicated Certificate

Rate

APY

$100
$1,000
$5,000

0.375%
0.500%
0.625%

0.376%
0.501%
0.626%

0.625%
0.750%
0.875%
1.125%

0.626%
0.752%
0.878%
1.130%

(custodial account for minors: $25 minimum)

-------

IRA Dedicated Certificate
$100
$1,000
$5,000
$10,000

---------

Y.I. StewardAccount®

(portion of balance over $1,000 earns second-tier rate)

$25-$1,000
Over $1,000

-----

3.500%
1.250%

3.557%
1.257%

StewardAccount Certificate

Minimum
Term
Rate
APY
Term Notes and IRA Term Notes-Fixed
$500
$500
$500
$500
$500
$500
$500
$500

6 mos.
9 mos.
1 yr.
18 mos.
2 yrs.
3 yrs.
4 yrs.
5 yrs.

1.125%
1.250%
2.000%
2.125%
2.250%
2.375%
2.500%
2.625%

1.130%
1.256%
2.015%
2.142%
2.269%
2.396%
2.524%
2.651%

Term Notes and IRA Term Notes-Floating
$100
$100

30 mos.
60 mos.

IRA Jumbo Note
$100,000
$100,000

5 yrs. fixed
60 mos. floating

2.250%
2.500%

2.269%
2.524%

3.000%
2.875%

3.034%
2.906%

Minimum
Term
Rate
Cemetery Care StewardAccount
$1,000
$25,000
$50,000
$100,000

---------

0.625%
0.750%
0.875%
1.125%

Congregation Term Notes-Fixed
$500
$500
$500
$500
$500
$500
$500
$500

6 mos.
9 mos.
1 year
18 mos.
2 yrs.
3 yrs.
4 yrs.
5 yrs.

1.125%
1.250%
2.000%
2.125%
2.250%
2.375%
2.500%
2.625%

APY
0.627%
0.753%
0.879%
1.131%
1.130%
1.256%
2.015%
2.142%
2.269%
2.396%
2.524%
2.651%

Congregation Term Notes-Floating

$100

---

0.625%

0.627%

HSA Certificate

$100

30 mos.

2.250%

2.269%

$1,000

---

0.750%

0.753%

$1

---

0.625%

0.627%

$100

60 mos.

2.500%

2.524%

$5,000
$10,000

-----

0.875%
1.125%

0.879%
1.131%

$2,500
$5,000
$15,000

-------

1.125%
1.500%
2.125%

1.131%
1.510%
2.146%

Congregation Endowment Note-Fixed

0.626%

Congregation Endowment Note-Floating

Family Emergency StewardAccount

(balances under $10,000 require monthly electronic investments)

Congregation Certificates-Demand

$25

1.257%

$100

3.034%
1.256%

Congregation StewardAccount Certificates

---

1.250%

ConnectPlus Term Note--Fixed
$500-$5,000
Over $5,000

2 yrs.
---

3.000%
1.250%

PartnerPlus Term Note--Fixed
$500-$25,000
$500-$25,000
Over $25,000

2 yrs.
4 yrs.
2 & 4 yrs.

2.375%
2.875%
1.250%

2.396%
2.906%
1.256%

$100
$250,000
$500,000
$1,000,000

---

---------

0.625%

1.000%
1.125%
1.250%
1.375%

1.005%
1.131%
1.257%
1.384%

$1,000
$10,000
$100,000
$1,000
$10,000
$100,000

5 yrs.
5 yrs.
5 yrs.

60 mos.
60 mos.
60 mos.

2.250%
2.375%
2.500%
2.250%
2.375%
2.500%

2.269%
2.396%
2.524%
2.269%
2.396%
2.524%

LCEF is a nonprofit religious organization; therefore, LCEF investments are not FDIC-insured bank deposit accounts. This is not an offer to sell LCEF investments, nor a solicitation to buy. LCEF will offer and
sell its securities only in states where authorized. The offer is made solely by LCEF’s Offering Circular. Investors should carefully read the Offering Circular, which more fully describes associated risks. LCEF
StewardAccount access features provided through UMB Bank n.a. The Dedicated/Demand Certificates and StewardAccount are not available to investors in South Carolina. The Family Emergency
StewardAccount is known as the Family StewardAccount in the State of Ohio. ConnectPLUS is not available to investors in Ohio and Pennsylvania. Neither LCEF nor its representatives give legal, accounting
or tax advice. Consult your tax advisor as to the applicability of this information to your own situation. UMB Bank serves as a custodian of the LCEF IRA/HSA Programs.

S00391

10733 Sunset Office Drive, Suite 300 St. Louis, MO 63127-1020 | 800-843-5233 | fax: 314-996-1131 | lcef.org
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How to Help your Child

Save for the Future
It’s reassuring knowing your child is God’s child—secure in His grace and
love. Now your child’s savings can help others experience God’s love
through the sharing of the Gospel.
When you invest with LCEF, you are supporting LCMS ministries—without
forfeiting competitive rates.
Join the Young Investors (Y.I.) Club with a Y.I. StewardAccount® to
enjoy these member benefits:
•

Minimum of $25 to open the
account.

•

Premium interest rate of 3.5%
on balances up to $1,000.*

•

Interest compounded and
paid monthly.

•

Children ages 7-18 can earn up
to $50 a year for community
service and good grades.

•

Help empower ministries in
Kingdom work.

For more information, call us at 800-843-5233 or visit lcef.org.
LCEF is a nonprofit religious organization; therefore, LCEF investments are not FDIC-insured bank deposit
accounts. This is not an offer to sell investments, nor a solicitation to buy. LCEF will offer and sell its securities only
in states where authorized. The offer is made solely by LCEF’s Offering Circular. Investors should carefully read
the Offering Circular, which more fully describes associated risks. StewardAccount access features are offered
through UMB Bank n.a. StewardAccount products are not available to investors in South Carolina.
*Rates as of August 2018. Balance restrictions apply. Rates subject to change. Visit lcef.org for details.
S00440
201808
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Mission Opportunities
A newsletter of resources, events, and ideas to help God’s people passionately, intentionally, and
faithfully extend the Gospel within our communities, throughout the District, and into all the world!

September 2018
Feel like everyone wants a piece of your time?
Fall can be a busy time with everything getting in
full swing again. We’ll keep it simple this month
and highlight a few opportunities! Contact me if I
can support, direct, listen or assist in any way!


515-570-2331 – call or text



Mark@iowadistrictwest.org



409 Kenyon Road, Fort Dodge (call first!)

Deadline for District
mission grant application.
Download at
www.iowamissions.org
Need an annual stewardship program? Check out
the latest offering from Stewardship Advisors.
Everything you need for a whole-life stewardship
emphasis, available to download for free from the
District website, thanks to our partnership with them!

“Joining Jesus: Show Me How”
Follow up to Joining Jesus On His Mission, Joining Jesus: Show Me
How will help you regain the clarity and simplicity of how Jesus
disciples people in the gospels so that you can disciple your
children, friends, or neighbors to get up, follow Jesus and join Him
on His mission!
Available from the District office for $10.
Get both books for $18!
Contact me if interested in my leading an introductory workshop on
the process.
Mark your calendar – There are great opportunities
for ministry support with these upcoming events.
District scholarships are available where needed!


Operation Barnabas District Conference at
St. Paul, Carroll on October 6. Support your
military personnel and their families in your
community. See enclosed flier for more info.



Best Practices for Ministry Heartland
Conference - Indianapolis (actually Columbus, IN but who knows where that is!) – A
wealth of workshops on just about every facet of ministry and great networking. October
10-12 & free! Click here.



LCMS Rural & Small Town Mission National Conference will be November 8-10 in
Kansas City. Click here.

Cancer Companions – Designed to help you love those in your community either battling or
caring for someone afflicted with cancer. IDW will cover half the cost for six congregations to
participate. All training conducted online. Click here for more information.
Raise awareness of your missionary partners – Two-minute videos of each of our District
missionary partners are available on the District website. Click here.

Chaplain services – Have a member or community friend
hospitalized in Des Moines or Sioux City? Contact one of the four
retired pastors serving the District as part-time chaplains (info on
left).

Rev. Mark Gerken
Assistant to the President for Missions, Human Care & Stewardship
Mark@iowadistrictwest.org or 515-570-2331
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Working Together to Serve Others
It is such a joy to see God’s people working together to serve others.
Each person’s donation of money or items adds together to make a huge
difference in supplying basic needs for others.
This story began with LWML members getting involved, collecting
thousands of items and bringing them to the LWML Convention at Camp
Okoboji. Two stuffed vehicles brought the items to Jefferson.
The pile of items were added to donations that were brought to the District office in Fort Dodge. On August
7, the cavalry of sorters, counters and packers arrived at Trinity Lutheran
in Jefferson. The cavalry, aka the “fabulous folks from Farnhamville”
and Dale Schmidt from Carroll,
spent several hours flexing their
muscles organizing and dividing
the thousands of items. The items
were then designated for various
mission
outreaches.
My
Farnhamville friends also added
hundreds of knit hats and over 40
quilts. Dale’s vehicle and my van
were FULLY packed!
On August 10, our two vehicles met three more vehicles that were FULLY packed for the homeless and
those in need.
Meeting at the hotel in Council Bluffs was the beginning of the 2018 IOWAY Mission Trip to
Omaha/Council Bluffs. Our IOWAY team of 18 served at four outreaches: MOHM’S Place, Takin' It To
The Streets, Heartland Hope, and Open Door Missions. On Friday, we served the evening meal at MOHM’s
Place (Messengers of Hope Ministry) which is a homeless shelter housing 120
men. It is interesting to visit with the men. We met a man who was a bank
examiner. His life went downhill after a stroke. Recently, he was paying
$325/month for rent and it was raised to $800/month. He is now homeless.
Later, we met with Jerry Hetrick who shared his vision and goals to reach the
underprivileged and homeless in the Council Bluffs area through Takin' It To The
Streets. Some of you remember Bobby Dofner who worked with this ministry.
He has retired and the previously rented location was sold and now a high rise is
being built there. Jerry Hetrick is a part-time pastor who loves to cook and has a
true heart for the homeless.
On Saturday morning, we
worked at Heartland Hope for four hours helping to
distribute food and clothing to the families who came
to the center. The focus at Heartland Hope is unique.
It is to keep people in their homes by having them use
the income they have to pay for rent. Heartland Hope
helps provide the families with food, clothing and
other needs. To receive food and clothing, a family
has to meet certain income requirements and they can
come to the center once a month for clothing and a
large grocery cart of food. The amount they receive is
based on the number of family members. We learned
that Heartland Hope serves over 1,400 families each
month.

We had a quick lunch in the parking
lot and then headed to Open Door
Mission where we sorted clothes and
stocked shelves.
At Open Door, a family can come
once a month and shop for half an
hour for items their family needs like
clothes, books, kitchen items, etc.
Thanks to the generosity of many individuals and churches, we delivered nearly 800 items to each of the
four outreaches. At Heartland Hope, we delivered 416 pounds of clothes, 607 hygiene items and 11.5
pounds of food.
Each evening we met for devotions and shared ways that we can
continue our outreach after returning to our own communities. On
Sunday, after attending church as a group at Faith Lutheran Church
in Council Bluffs, we enjoyed a meal and then headed home to
continue serving our great God.
Check out the IOWAY Facebook for more photos. If you’d like to
get involved with helping the homeless or in collecting needed items,
please contact me. There are many ways to involve all ages in
collecting items and in serving the homeless. Remember, no one’s
goal in life is to be homeless. Many people need a “hand up.” As we
learn in 1 John 3:17-18: If a person sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart against his brother, how
can he claim that he loves God? My children, our love should not be just words and talk; it must be true
love, which shows itself in action.
Serving God at Lutheran Hour Booth
Many thanks to all the people who worked at the Lutheran Hour
booth at the Iowa State Fair! First of all, thanks to John Tews and
other Lutheran Hour Ministry members who work hard each year
to continue the great tradition of sharing the love of Jesus at the
booth.
It takes a group effort between Iowa District East and West to
make the booth a reality each year. 3,000 Jesus bracelets, 3,000
children Christian tattoos, 1,600 Project Connect booklets, 4,000
‘Do You Know Jesus?’ booklets, 150-200 adult Bibles and 300
Children’s Bibles were distributed at the booth.
Pictured are Colleen Petzenhauser from Lake City and Joel and Sandy Bubke from Mapleton. They, along
with Larry and Cheryl Olofson of Boone and Sharri Hansen of Schaller, are IOWAY Coordinators who
worked and shared many happy smiles with the fairgoers.
Join the fun and offer to work a three-hour shift at the Lutheran Hour booth next year at the Iowa State Fair.

SAVE THE DATE: IOWAY Annual Banquet on Saturday, November 3, 2018 at 5:00 PM!
YOU are invited to a FREE banquet at Trinity Lutheran Church in Jefferson. This is a change in location.
The banquet has been at St. Paul Lutheran Church in Fort Dodge for the past few years. Invite friends and
family to enjoy a delicious catered meal and to hear about all the amazing things God is doing through
IOWAY. Register online or contact me at ellie@iowadistrictwest.org or 515-370-1159. God’s blessings!
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MISSIONARY REV. ARTHUR RICKMAN FROM PANAMA VISITS
What a JOY and blessing to have Rev. Arthur Rickman, our new missionary going to Panama, spend a
couple of days here at the Lord’s Mission Central! Rev. Rickman came to report to a large crowd of
people on August 4, 2018. What a blessing to hear “first hand” what the Lord has in mind for this special
family. Pastor Rickman told of his work in Asia, and also spoke about the work in his new calling to go
to Panama. He provided a wonderful and informative program on how the Lord has used him and what
he will be doing in his new assignment in Panama!
A large group came to hear his presentation and to tour the Lord’s Creation Theater and the Barn
Museum. It was indeed a very special day!
Pictured is Rev. Rickman presenting to the entire group, and also the group gathered in the World Famous
Lord’s Creation Theater. As the day concluded, we prayed for this dear missionary and sent him off to
his new assignment in Panama. It was a special day that we won’t forget.

NOT NORMAL FAMILY COMES FROM DES MOINES
The only kind of people that come to the Lord’s Mission Central are NOT NORMAL PEOPLE! How
many times have you heard that? Yes, what a blessing that the Lord sends special families that don’t care
how far they drive…they just want to come and hear about Jesus and HIS mission!
About 20 years ago, Old Missionary Gary had the honor and privilege of meeting Terry and Jo Reaman
from Webster City, Iowa. When Terry was called to our real home, Gary had the privilege of being a part
of that special funeral for Terry. This family has been a part of the Mission Central family, and it is
carrying down to their children and grandchildren.
On August 4, the daughter of this dear family, Heidi Buelow and her husband Tim who currently serves
on the Board of Directors of Iowa District West, drove from Des Moines to Mission Central. They
brought the next generation of missionaries, their sons, Nathanael and Benjamin. What a JOY to have
them spend this time together! They enjoyed tours of the barn and the
Lord’s Creation Theater. Rev. Rickman showed his pictures and told of
his work in Asia and his new work in Panama.
Before they left they had their picture taken with our Boss in the
background. It was indeed a very, very special day!

GROUP FROM ST. JOHN IN NEWHALL, IOWA COMES TO MISSION CENTRAL
It was “ONE OF THOSE SPECIAL DAYS” at the world famous Lord’s Mission Central. God truly
CALLS special people to come to this MIRACLE PLACE! August 4, 2018, was one of those days that
we will never forget.
About 20 years ago, Rev. Steve Rempfer, a truly NOT NORMAL pastor, allowed an unschooled,
uneducated layman to come and speak at St. John Lutheran Church in Newhall, Iowa. It was the
beginning of a friendship that will last for all eternity with this special NOT NORMAL
congregation! What an outpouring of love and friendship came from that first meeting! At that point we
at the Lord’s Mission Central knew for certain that this entire congregation was NOT NORMAL! They
were special people!
The Lord brought a wonderful group of members of St. John in Newhall, Iowa to Mission Central to
hear a report from their Missionary, the Honorable Rev. Arthur Rickman who is going to a new
assignment in Panama! It was truly one of those special days. This group was led by one of the MOST
NOT NORMAL PEOPLE, the Honorable
Missionary Dr. Holly Bierschenk, Executive
Director of Mission Activity at St. John Lutheran
Church of Newhall, Iowa.
What a JOY to have them come for this Mission
Day Trip, which included the Lord’s Creation
Theater, the Barn Museum, the meal, and the
report from “their missionary,” Rev. Rickman.
This special group of people is pictured by the
Mission Central sign.
PEOPLE FROM SEVERAL IOWA TOWNS COME TO MISSION CENTRAL
It was August 1, 2018…a Wednesday afternoon…the middle of the week…on…no overseas missionaries
here…who would come? Just special people who are truly NOT NORMAL would visit the Lord’s
Mission Central on a day like this. People like the newly installed Rev. Zach Viggers and members of his
congregation at St. John Lutheran, Alta (in the country) and Rev. Ryan Roehrig and his members from St.
Paul in Alta. These folks are truly NOT NORMAL!
The group enjoyed The Lord’s Creation Theater and the Barn Museum Tour. Most of these folks had not
been to the Lord’s Mission Central before and it was a special experience.
What an absolute JOY-filled day! Many visited the wayside prayer chapel and some were able to see the
offices also. Pictured are these special folks in the Lord’s Creation Theater and also in the Barn.

Mission Central – LCMS World Mission
40718 Highway E16
Mapleton, IA 51034
712-882-1029

Gary Thies (gary.thies@lcms.org)
Rev. Brent Smith (brent.smith@lcms.org)
www.missioncentral.us

MISSION CENTRAL EVENTS
PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
Rev. Brian Gauthier & Family
Panama
Saturday, September 8, 2018
1 PM

John and Jen Wolf & Family
East Africa
Wednesday, September 19, 2018
1 PM

Rev. David Preus and Family
Dominican Republic
Monday, October 1, 2018
1:30 PM

Rev. Dale & Suzanne Kaster
Ghana West Africa
Monday, October 8, 2018
1 PM

Rev. Gary & Stephanie Schulte
West Africa
Saturday, October 20, 2018
1 PM

George & Margot Fretz
Bangkok, Thailand
Tuesday, October 30, 2018
1 PM

Rev. Jonathan & Cheryl Naumann
Latin America
Thursday, November 8, 2018
1 PM

Rev. Herb & Markie Burch
Belize, Latin America
Saturday, November 10, 2018
1 PM

Shara Osiro
East Africa
Saturday, November 10, 2018
1:45 PM

Mark and Megan Mantey
Uganda East Africa
Saturday, February 9, 2019
1 PM

Mission Central-LCMS World Mission
40718 Highway E 16
Mapleton, Iowa 51034
Phone: 712-882-1029

Gary Thies - gary.thies@lcms.org
Rev. Brent Smith - brent.smith@lcms.org
www.missioncentral.us
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AMIGOS EN CRISTO
News from La Iglesia Luterana, Amigos en Cristo
1004 1st Ave S, Denison, IA 51442
Pastor Willie Grills

Iowa District
West, LCMS

Year 14 Issue 8
September 2018

NEW SCHOOL YEAR
By the time this newsletter is published, the new school year will have begun in
Denison. We try to encourage our members to send their children to Zion
Lutheran School. To make this an affordable option, the congregation at Zion
offers a generous discount to our students. We are grateful for their support.
At the end of July, we held our annual church garage sale. Many area churches
donate items for us to sell. All proceeds benefit scholarships for our students.

The opportunity to attend a Lutheran school is very helpful
for our members. It allows them to connect with other
Lutherans outside of our congregation at Amigos.
It reminds them that we are more than just individual
congregations. We are the church. We are united in our
Lord Jesus Christ through our shared confession.

“Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not depart from it. “
Proverbs 22:6
<<Instruye al niño en su camino, y aun cuando fuere viejo no se apartará de él. >>
Proverbios 22:6

WE THANK YOUR FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT AND GENEROSITY:
Mission support checks should be sent to:
Amigos en Cristo Lutheran Church, 1004 1st Avenue South, Denison, IA 51442.

Page 2

Rev. Willie Grills
118 Megs Way
Denison, IA 51442
606-225-2122
712-263-2235

pastorgrills@gmail.com
I would love to visit your church or
Bible study to present on our work
in Denison. If you are interested,
please contact me at the
information provided.

PLEASE PRAY:
+ For Grace Hispanic ministry in Storm Lake as they consider future pastoral leadership.

+ For IDW and her various mission efforts. That they remain faithful and fruitful.
+ Gracias a Dios for the many individuals and congregations of Iowa District West who
support the Lord’s work among Hispanic immigrants.
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Rev. Henry and Ruthie Witte
1013 South Newton Street
Sioux City, IA 51106
712-202-4751
handrwitte@gmail.com

September 2018
“From him (Christ) the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament,
grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.” Ephesians 4:16
In this verse, God describes His church, His believers, as a body with many parts all held together
in Christ. God made this “body” possible through the sacrifice and resurrection of His Son Jesus
Christ. His living Son unites the different parts in His love and empowers each part to do its work.
The devil wants to separate the body and make each part dysfunctional and conflictive. Without
Christ, that is how we would be, living in disunity and selfishness. How wonderful that in Christ
we believers can live in unity and love! In Him we can function doing His work in love.
One example of this truth is the Hispanic ministry in Siouxland. Over ten years ago, members
from different congregations in the area saw the need to have an outreach in Spanish to the
many immigrants who had come to live and work here. The two district missionaries to the
Hispanics, Pastors Paul Brink and Daniel Vogel, started English classes at St. Paul’s in Sioux City
and at Hope in South Sioux City. Several members from these two congregations also helped
with these classes. During class, these believers could help the students improve their English
and also share with them the Word of God. In 2008, the district called me to continue this work
that was begun. Over the years, members from eight congregations have helped with the English
classes and other activities. Also, the congregations and individuals of Siouxland and the district
have supported this ministry with their prayers and gifts. We thank our Lord that this ministry
can continue as I reduce my service to half-time in my retirement. Hope congregation has made
the Hispanic outreach a major focus of their ministry. I will be working with them serving as
needed in Siouxland. Both the Iowa West District and the Nebraska District along with Mission
Central are helping to fund this outreach. Hope congregation plans to call a fulltime bilingual
worker in the near future to work with the congregation.
Please pray that all may work together in harmony with Christ using the gifts that He has given
so that His love and Word can be shared in this ministry.

Please pray that our English classes and other activities will be opportunities to share His Gospel
message and make friends with the students.
Please pray that there be unity in our communities and churches.

English teachers meet with members of Hope

In the name of the Father and of the Son + and of the Holy
Spirit! Amen!
L O Lord, open my lips.
P And my mouth will declare your praise. (Psalm 51:15)
L Make haste, O God, to deliver me;
P Make haste to help me, O Lord. (Psalm 70:1)
L Oh, give thanks unto the Lord for he is good,
P For his steadfast love endures forever. (Psalm 118:1)
All Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy
Spirit; As it was in the beginning, is now and will be
forever. Amen!
The first Monday in September has been set aside by the
government as Labor Day, a national holiday. September 14
has been set aside by the Christian Church as Holy Cross Day,
a Christian Holy Day. Even though, Labor Day has been
designated as a day of relaxation and time for workers to
spend with their families; farmers, factory workers,
secretaries, businessmen, store clerks, etc. …, perhaps we can
take time to recall the labor of two others, and take time to
celebrate their work in the Kingdom of God here on earth.
The first person to commemorate is Simon of Cyrene.
Little is known about Simon outside of the by-line in the three
Gospels. St. Mark has the most information in chapter 15:21,
And they compelled a passerby, Simon of Cyrene, who was
coming in from the country, the father of Rudus and
Alexander, to carry his (Jesus’) Cross.”
Cyrene is on the northeast coast of Africa, west of Egypt.
Simon was apparently coming to celebrate the annual
Passover festival with his two sons. This was the joyous feast
of the Passover, remembering how the children of Israel were
freed from their bondage of slavery in Egypt. They had been
freed to worship their God in truth. Little did Simon know that

he would labor for Christ, carrying the cross, the very cross
upon which Jesus would die. The Feast of the Passover would
begin in just a few short hours. Observing the Feast, he was
teaching his children how to worship the Lord, and now, just
as they are entering the city he is given a cross to bear. Simon
could not refuse the cross. It was just placed upon him. Now
he carried it as his children watched and walked along side of
him.
The other person we remember is Jesus, the Son of God
who died upon the cross Simon carried. Jesus, like Simon, was
given the cross to bear. It was placed upon Him in the Garden
of Eden, when man sinned, but He gladly took the cross so
that He would spend eternity with those He loved who
believed in Him.
Like all things through which God works, the cross, while
an instrument of torture, intended to maximize pain for the
enjoyment of the unbelieving spectators, nonetheless is a holy
cross. It is holy for no reason other than that God has touched
it. Christ, who is God, was nailed to the cross, His sacred
blood stained the wood. Because Christ is holy, so now the
cross upon which he died is also holy.
That cross now has touched all who have been baptized, all
who have been marked with the cross on their forehead and on
their heart now carry the cross placed upon them. You are
holy because God had touched you, and called you holy. And
in that holiness we can celebrate that God passes over our sins,
and sing with joy, remember that old favorite hymn,
“In the cross of Christ I glory,
Towering o’er the wrecks of time,
All the light of sacred story
gathers round its head sublime.”
(LSB 427:1)
In Jesus name! Amen!

THE LAMPLIGHTER

We confess the Apostle’s Creed:
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth.
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was
buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again
from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right
hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence he will come
to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection
of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed
be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as
it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine
is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.
Psalm of Thanksgiving
“It is good to give thanks to the Lord, to sing praises to your
name, O most high;
To declare your steadfast love in the morning, and your
faithfulness by night.
For you, O Lord, have made me glad by your work; at the
works of your hands I sing for joy. (Psalm 92:1,2,4)
The grace of + Our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God the
Father, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with us
all! Amen!

September 2018
“And as they led him away, they seized one Simon of Cyrene,
who was coming in from the country,
and laid on him the cross, to carry it behind Jesus.”
Luke23:26
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The Good Shepherd Hour airs every Sunday morning
on the following radio stations.
KSCJ
KLEM
KAYL
KVFD

–
–
–
–

1360 AM & 94.9 FM Sioux City at 8 am
1410 AM & 96.9 FM Le Mars at 8 am
101.7FM
Storm Lake at 8:30 am
1400AM
Fort Dodge at 8 am
9

Pastor Steven Stoll
Trinity Lutheran Church, Hinton, Iowa

Theme: Celebrate! Enjoy!

September Events
3

Office Closed for Labor Day

19-21 IDW Lutheran School Outdoor Education Retreat

21-23 Fall Men’s Retreat
27-30 Fall Volunteer Weekend
29

Volunteer Appreciation Dinner

Refreshing Body
and Spirit

IDW Lutheran School Outdoor Education Retreat will feature the Semisauris from Creation Institution
Association. The semi-trailer museum will be at Camp beginning September 18, 2018 and will be open for
the public to visit. This would be a great opportunity for youth groups, confirmation classes, congregations,
and the general public to see this fascinating display of God’s creation. A free-will donation will be taken for
those two days before the outdoor education retreat begins. For hours and more information check out the
Camp Okoboji website—www.campokoboji.org.
Will you be attending the Clay County Fair this year?
Will you be spending a day or two there? Camp will have
housing available during the fair with reduced rates! Call
the office at 712-337-3325 for a great deal and the
opportunity to spend time Refreshing Body and Spirit
during this beautiful time of the year!

Fall Men’s Retreat! Looking for a great get away weekend?
Looking for other Christian men to hangout with? Look no
further! During this retreat you will have the opportunity
for archery, fishing, targeting shooting, golf, canoeing,
kayaking and just relaxing. There will also be time to dig
into God’s Word. To register go to www.campokoboji.org

Fall Volunteer Weekend will be held September 27-30, 2018. Volunteers are needed to help us get Camp ready for
all the winter activities and shut down the cabins that can not be used during the winter months. There is much to
do and many volunteers are needed! Volunteers can come for some or all of the days listed. Lodging and meals will
be provided. This is also a great time for youth groups to come serve. Contact the Camp office at 712-337-3325 to
reserve lodging and let us know what days you will be here!

Camp Okoboji Contact Information
Office Phone:

712-337-3325

Fax Number:

712-337-3318

Email:

camp@campokoboji.org

Website:

www.campokoboji.org

Cost: $225 by August 24, 2018 or $300.00 After August 24, 2018
Includes the following:


Ticket (which includes the Pre-race Pass)



Bus Cost



Hotel for Saturday Night (arrangements made by Camp Okoboji)
All meals are on your own.
For an extra $50 you can also sign up for a garage tour.

The bus will have pick up stops along the shortest route based upon
registrant’s home location and to be announced closer to the event.
For more information and to register go to the webpage listed below.

Calling all men!
Friday-Sunday Package—$135, includes all meals starting Friday evening, towels and
linens, snacks and programing.
What to Expect: Options for indoor/outdoor target shooting, trap shooting, fishing, archery,
golf, campfires, fellowship, and spiritual growth! There will also be plenty of time to relax,
play lawn games, canoe and other camp activities.
What to Bring (depending on the activities you choose to participate in): Fishing poles/
tackle, pistols or rifles, ammunition, golf clubs.
Many of these items can be shared or rented.
For more information and to register, go online www.campokoboji.org

Our Experts for the Weekend!
Luke Timm: Shooting

Ben Dose: Fishing

Administrative Office
409 Kenyon Road
Suite C
Fort Dodge, IA 50501
515-573-3138
info@LFSiowa.org
www.LFSiowa.org

Helping Marriages Work… the church

supporting healthy marriage in Iowa
Here in Iowa, just as in many other
states, marriage is not what it used
to be. Couples marry much later,
with the average age of first marriage being 29 for men and 27 for
women, compared to 22 and
20 in 1960.
More couples
choose to live
together instead
of marrying,
with 18 million
doing so today
compared to 14
million just 10
years ago. Divorce is seen as
the right solution by many
when, “it just
doesn’t feel the way it used to.”
Friends often support one half of
the distressed couple to find a
better partner, sharing messages
such as, “you deserve better,” instead of supporting the marriage
and reconciliation.
What is the Lutheran church’s
response in Iowa?
We believe that God Himself created marriage to be a vibrant, mutually satisfying, lifelong union be-

tween one man and one woman, for
the benefit of both. And we don’t
just believe this. We act on these
beliefs every day!
We support lifelong, healthy marriage by providing
free, accessible,
useful tools for
couples to use on
their own (visit
HelpingMarriagesWork.com). We
provide affordable, professional
marriage counseling which helps
distressed couples
find new and
better ways to
relate, and recommit to each other.
We bring hope back to marriage
partners who are ready to give up.
We have seen it work, and we confidently share the news that with
God, all things are possible!
See how Joy & Shane found hope
again through their work with an
LFS marriage counselor at http://
www.helpingmarriageswork.com/
client-stories/.

Pastors and elders,
looking for helpful
resources as you work
to strengthen marriages
in your church?
Lutheran Family Service can help.
You will find a “Helpful Resources” tab full of recommended articles, websites, books,
events, and even a toolbox full of
tools designed especially for men
at HelpingMarriagesWork.com.
Lutheran Family Service is here to
help, support, and work with you
to strengthen and support the
marriages you care about.
Consultations are always available at no cost should you have
any questions or concerns as you
work with couples. Simply contact us by phone at 515-251-4900
and we connect you with an LFS
counselor for consultation or referral.

You are invited to meet with Rev. Jaime Nava, Admissions Officer at Concordia Seminary, to discuss
seminary education and the path to becoming a pastor or deaconess. Please contact Rev. Nava at
314.505.7224 or navaj@csl.edu to schedule an appointment. Walk-ins are also welcome.

Monday, September 17
Concordia Saint Paul
The Campus Ministry Living
Room in the Tunnel
1282 Concordia Avenue
St. Paul, MN 55104
8:00 am to 4:00 pm
651.641.8736
Tuesday, September 18
Pastor Nava is available in the
Alexandria area from 10:30 am
to 1:00 pm. Please call/text
314.371.9314 or email
navaj@csl.edu for an
appointment.

Tuesday, September 18 (cont.)
Immanuel Lutheran Church
1258 Broadway
Fargo, ND 58102
3:30 pm to 7:00 pm
701.293.7979

Thursday, September 20
Pastor Nava is available in the
Des Moines area in the morning.
Please call/text 314.371.9314
or email navaj@csl.edu for an
appointment.

Wednesday, September 19
Pastor Nava is available in the
Sioux Falls, SD area in the
morning.
Please call/text 314.371.9314
or email navaj@csl.edu for an
appointment.

Mount Olive Lutheran Church
5625 Franklin Avenue
Des Moines, IA 50310
2:00 pm to 7:00 pm
515.277.8349

Calvary Lutheran Church
4410 Central Street
Sioux City, IA 51108
3:00 pm to 7:00 pm
712.239.1575

The money class that will

CHANGE YOUR LIFE
Take control of your financial future
once and for all. Sign up today!

more info
St Paul Lutheran Church
100 7th St.
Ida Grove, IA 51445

To register go to:
https://www.fpu.com/1068381

Wednesdays 7:00 PM
Begins September 12, 2018

Questions go to:
https://www.stpaulig.org

financialpeace.com

LFL of Iowa
2018 Fall Conference
Life Issues in relation to Creation
Featuring Semisaurus

Date: Saturday, September 15, 2018
Location: Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church
2214 East Second Ave
Indianola, IA 50125
Schedule:
9:30 – 10:00 AM Registration
10:00 – 10:15 AM Welcome & Opening Devotion
10:15 – 11:30 AM Keynote Speaker – Brian Young
11:30 – 12:15 PM Light lunch
12:15 – 1:30 PM Panel discussion & questions with:
Senator Annette Sweeney - Iowa Senator, District 25
Senator Amy Sinclair – Iowa Senator, Majority Whip, District 14
Rev. Alex Post – Life Coordinator, Iowa District East, LCMS
Rev. Nathan Sherrill - Iowa District West, LCMS
In light of Iowa’s “Heartbeat Bill” what are the legislative and
theological implications and possible directions?
1:30 – 1:45 PM Closing Devotion
2:00 – 2:30 PM Business meeting w/elections

Operation Barnabas Conference

Saturday, October 6, 2018
9:30 a.m. — 3 p.m.
St. Paul Lutheran Church
1844 Highland Drive, Carroll, Iowa
(Enjoy coffee and rolls from 9 to 9:30 a.m.)

Conference is hosted by the Iowa District
West Operation Barnabas, along with Lutheran Church
Extension Fund. There is no charge for the conference.
Lunch will be provided.
Join us as we work together to serve our military families.
Hear presentations from national Operation Barnabas leaders
and learn how churches can care for those who are
“called to serve.”
Registration information will be sent to your church office (along
with a list of suggested ingathering items) later this month. Or,
register now at https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/RKFBHYS.
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Checking Up on Clergy Health
Assessing the Cost of Sacred Work

Many people feel called to their work and respond to
job demands in ways that reflect a sense of vocation.
But do we expect clergy to perform their calling with
even greater devotion and sacrifice? Because clergy
define their work as sacred, taking care of themselves
may always be a lower priority. One writer describes
the high cost of sacred work in this way: “if your backdrop is burning bushes and having a child at age ninety,
or if it’s bumping into an angel with premarital plans
for you . . . who are you to turn down a relatively minor
request like leaving vacation to perform a funeral?”1

The Latest Numbers
Findings from a ten-year, longitudinal study suggest
that unraveling all the complexities of clergy health and
well-being is not easy. Although the study drew from a
large number of United Methodist clergy, the research
results mirror findings from other Protestant clergy
samples. This landmark study also carefully tracked
intervention efforts and evaluated how individual clergy
might change their health status and habits over time. 2
Physical health. Just as health insurance costs for the
general population continue to climb, the same holds
true for clergy. In fact, these costs for clergy remain
higher, partly because clergy submit more health care
claims.3 National studies reveal clergy have higher rates
of obesity than the general population, regardless of age.
Obesity causes and complicates other health issues, especially chronic diseases, such as diabetes, arthritis, asthma,
and heart disease.4 Lack of exercise and a damaging diet
contribute to weight gain as well as high blood pressure,
high cholesterol, stress, and other health negatives.
Mental health. Levels of depression among clergy
remain higher than the U.S. population as well. The study
found 8.7% of clergy suffer from some depression (compared to 5.5% of the U.S. population). Both male and
female clergy demonstrated these higher-than-average
rates of depressive symptoms. This surprising finding runs
counter to what appears in the general population, where

females typically present much higher depression rates
than males. However, among clergy, the opposite pattern
surfaces: twice as many male clergy report depressive
symptoms compared to males in the U.S. (8.8% to 4.4%).5
What might be some of the causes behind these higher
clergy depression rates? There are probably more reasons than can be explored here, but some possibilities
include aging (the average age of clergy continues to scale
upward), side effects of medications, long hours, presence
of congregational conflict, unrealistic clergy expectations about ministry, excessive demands by congregants,
and serving as the first line of support in difficult life circumstances (illness, death, divorce).6 Yet another factor
could be self-selection. Some clergy who went through
traumatic life events may seek out ministry as a healing
experience. Their own life encounters could make them
especially sympathetic to others’ suffering and form their
approach to ministry. Henry Nouwen wrote about “the
wounded healer,” who exemplifies how one’s own suffering can serve as a source of strength and hope for others.7

The good news: More than two-thirds of the study’s
clergy qualified as “flourishing” compared to only about
half of the U.S. population. Clergy are more likely to
report being happy, satisfied with their life, filled with
a sense of direction and meaning, and enjoying many
warm and trusting relationships.8 What appears to be
a contradictory finding, given the higher-than-average
depression rates, confirms what other researchers discovered. Clergy consistently demonstrate remarkable resiliency and better-than-average psychological and social
functioning. These measured positives simply do not lie
on the same continuum as depression, anxiety, or stress.

Hope-Filled Implications
What do these recent results say to clergy, those who
care about them, and those who wish to see congregations strengthened by healthy leadership?
For clergy. After hearing about the health initiative, large numbers of clergy wanted to participate in
the health program—so many that new groups had to
start in waves every six months. The protocol called for
assessment on key components of physical health once
they agreed to participate, including weight, waist circumference, blood pressure, HDL cholesterol, and triglycerides. Even before clergy began to participate fully
in the program, they showed significant improvements
in these metabolic syndrome indicators, which are
linked to heart disease, stroke, and diabetes. Awareness
and frequent monitoring of physical health indicators
resulted in improved outcomes and seeing improvements helped motivate pastors to stick to an exercise
plan and continue healthy eating. Screening for potential risks and access to health care is essential for longterm outcomes.
Unfortunately, the program failed to decrease rates of
depression or stress symptoms. Although pastors were
encouraged to nurture their family and friendships,
other components of mental and social health—financial and other context stressors—went largely unaddressed.9 These findings underscore that clergy cannot
obtain better health alone without the support of congregations and their denominational leaders.
For congregations. Lay leaders play an important
role in supporting healthy behaviors in clergy. Encourage the pastor to take a day off a week, pursue a relaxing hobby or interest, get regular exercise, and spend
time with family and friends. Other ways to provide
stress-reducing support include honoring the boundary between ministry and personal time, offering a

Sabbatical, providing funds for continuing education
or personal study (books), or granting time for participation in clergy peer groups.10 Refrain from insisting
that every ministry task is equally important and must
be carried out by the pastor. When pastors find ways to
spend more time on their joy-filled ministry tasks, they
feel greater satisfaction in ministry.
For denominations. The most highly satisfied pastors cite their denomination as a critical partner in their
ministry effectiveness. Judicatory leaders can advocate
for adequate salaries, housing allowances, healthcare
benefits, and pensions, even for clergy in part-time
positions. And they can encourage pastors to seek help
with physical, psychological, or family issues.
Too many denominations struggle to provide health
care resources at the regional or judicatory level.
Because the bargaining advantage of national-level
organizations yields better and more cost-effective benefit plans, denominations should explore new, national
strategies. Further, the obligation to ensure access to
full benefits and equal compensation, regardless of age,
gender, or race, rests with denominational bodies.

Assessing the Rewards
For clergy: What gives you joy? How does your passion
for ministry best connect to your congregation’s needs?
For congregations: Have people in the congregation
made too many demands on the pastor during the past
year? How often have people been critical of things the
pastor has done? How does your congregation make
the pastor feel loved and appreciated?
For denominations: Do we regularly check in with
our clergy to listen to their concerns and needs? How
are we planning to improve the ministry environment
to promote better clergy health?
1. Rae Jean Proeschold-Bell and Jason Byassee, Faithful and
Fractured: Responding to the Clergy Health Crisis (Grand Rapids,
MI: Baker, 2018), 24.
2. Ibid., xx-xxii.
3. Ibid., xvi.
4. Ibid., 84.
5. Ibid., 37-38.
6. Ibid., 3.
7. Henri J. M. Nouwen, The Wounded Healer: Ministry in Contemporary Society (New York City: Doubleday, 1972).
8. Proeschold-Bell and Byassee, 114.
9. Cynthia Woolever, “Big Ministry Trends for 2014,” The Parish
Paper, January, 2014.
10. Cynthia Woolever, “How to Avoid Pastor Burnout,” The Parish Paper, January, 2013.
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Pastors
Golf
Day
WHEN: Monday, September 10, 2018
WHERE: Ida Grove Country Club
TIME: 9 am
FEE: $20 (two rounds of golf with cart and lunch)
PLAY: First round, scramble/best ball
CONTACT:

Rev. Don Winterrowd

(stpaulidagrove@gmail.com or 712-364-2918)
Deadline to register is September 7.
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“And we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in
faith toward You and fervent love toward one another through Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord” (Post-Communion Collect, Divine Service, Setting One–Five, Lutheran Service Book).

STRONG FAITH, FERVENT LOVE

Our “Life Together”
• To follow the core beliefs of
the LCMS
• To equip rural professional and
lay leaders
• To support congregations in
community engagement
Remember: RSTM is eligible for
Thrivent Choice Dollars!

Please Pray for These
Important Dates
Aug. 16 - Webinar
“Pastors Leading Churches with
Schools” with Rev. Dr. Nathan
Meador, pastor, St. John Lutheran
Church, Plymouth, Wis., and assistant
coordinator, LCMS Stewardship Ministry
1–2 p.m. CST
Sept. 13 - Webinar
“Teaching the Faith: Adults”
with Rev. Dr. Heath Trampe, pastor,
Faith Lutheran Church, York, Neb.
1–2 p.m. CST
Nov. 8–10
National RSTM Conference
Hilton Kansas City Airport,
Kansas City, Mo.
lcms.org/rstm/conference

If you have an idea or story for
Rural Outreach, contact Amy at
the RSTM office.
Phone: 888-463-5127
Email: amy.gerdts@lcms.org
© 2018 LCMS
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God's Salvific Will
I
n his book on missions, Detlev Schulz says, “All
missionary endeavors should be seen not merely as
an extended arm of the church, but as an instrument of God’s saving and loving desire to embrace
the whole world. As God’s positive will for fellowship
and union with man motivated Him to send His
son to the cross, so too, God’s salvific will motivates
Him to take the church into His service. Through
the activities of His preached and sacramental Word,
God wishes to bring the entire world into His loving
fellowship.”1
Imagine if you will, in our own congregations, if
we took this concept as a call to action. Indeed, we
are motivated by the Gospel of Christ to reach out to
give witness to Him who “called us out of darkness
(continued on page 2)

RSTM Events Update
Don’t forget: RSTM provides free monthly
webinars on topics important to congregations in town and country settings. Up
next is Pastors Leading Churches with
Schools with Rev. Dr. Nathan Meador on
Aug. 16, followed by Teaching the Faith:
Adults with Rev. Dr. Heath Trampe on
Sept. 13. Find past webinars on our website
as a free resource for use when you need it.
Watch for information on all our
upcoming events! You can register for
either our Engaging Your Community
events (EYC) or our Engaging the
Wandering (ETW) events at lcms.org/
rstm. Meant to partner together, each
event offers practical resources and skills
for reaching out to wandering members
and our communities with Christ’s love.

The next EYC event will be Sept. 29 in
Cookeville, Tenn., in partnership with the
LCMS Mid-South District. More EYC and
ETW events are being planned. Contact
your district or our office if you are
interested in holding an event near you.
Register now for the 2018 National
Rural & Small Town Mission Conference,
with the theme “Have No Fear,” Nov. 8–10
in Kansas City, Mo. Learn more at lcms.
org/rstm/conference.
For more information about our
events or to see the
rest of our calendar,
visit lcms.org/rstm.
Contact our office
at 888-463-5127 or
rstm@lcms.org.
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Pastors Leading
Churches with Schools

by Rev. Dr. Nathan Meador

A

congregation with a school is truly a blessed place.
With generations of students formed for faith and
life in the world as servants of God, these congregations are inextricably linked to their school ministry.
However, as those generations have passed, there are
increasing pressures placed upon congregations with
schools. It costs more today to teach each student than
ever before. Staffing costs including salary and benefits,
curriculum costs and the inclusion of and maintenance
for ever-changing technology have raised the cost to
alarming levels. It is critical that congregational leaders
take a serious look at their education ministry.
As the challenges arise, there is temptation to cut
corners. There are those who hire teachers not trained in
the Synod. Others simply balance the ever-challenging
budget on the backs of the faithful workers by freezing salary, increasing benefit contributions and the
like. When this happens, there is a rise in "institutional
survival" mode. This is a mentality that says that the
institution must be preserved at all cost. This makes most
congregations adverse to even considering other options
for educational ministry.
For educational ministry to survive and thrive, corners
must not be cut. Aggressive, out-of-the-box ideas must
be pursued if the local Lutheran school is going to be the
ministry that the Lord has given it to be. We will explore
some of those options in the upcoming webinar on this
topic on Aug. 16, 2018. Join us to add to the conversation.
We will likely raise more questions than provide answers.
But this is a critical conversation to be had!

Rev. Dr. Nathan Meador is senior pastor at St. John Lutheran
Church and School in Plymouth, Wis. He also serves as assistant
coordinator for LCMS Stewardship Ministry.

LCMS Rural & Small Town Mission
supports and encourages rural and
small-town congregations in engaging
their communities and growing
together in Christ through Word and
Sacrament.
Learn more about RSTM at lcms.org/
rstm or by calling Amy at 888-4635127. “Like” us on our Facebook
page at facebook.com/lcmsrstm.
Click the Give
Now button to
support the
work of RSTM.

Scenes from Lutheran schools across the Synod.

STRONG FAITH, FERVENT LOVE, continued
into His marvelous light.” As Paul reminds us in 2 Cor. 5:14–15, “For the love of Christ
controls us, because we have concluded this: that one has died for all, therefore all have
died; and he died for all, that those who live might no longer live for themselves but
for him who for their sake died and was raised.” Here we find the joyous motivation
to be the church in service to Christ with the mission to extend His loving message of
salvation to all of those among whom we live, work and play. What a privilege it is for
us to carry out this mission. So, as you plan and strategize, think and do, remember the
reason why it is that we do all of the things that we do — we “are a chosen race, a royal
priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim [His]
excellencies” (1 Peter 2:9).
Pastor Todd Kollbaum
1 Klaus Detlev Schulz, Mission from the Cross: The Lutheran Theology of Mission (St. Louis: Concordia Publishing
House, 2009), 157.
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