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On a Mission to Support Christ’s Mission!

CALLS ACCEPTED
Rev. Chad Trunkhill, Prince of Peace, Fremont, CA, to Our Savior, Denison/Bethlehem, Dow
City.
SMP Pastor Jon Jacobson to Our Savior, Denison/Bethlehem, Dow City.
CALLS DECLINED
Rev. Jonathan Conner, Zion, Manning, to St. John, Glendale, WI.
Rev. Duncan McLellan, St. Paul, Ankeny, to Redeemer, Moorhead, MN.
CALLS RECEIVED
Rev. Jesse Davis, First English, Centerville/Zion, Hurley, SD, to Concordia, Lake Park, IA/
Trinity, Lakefield, MN.
Rev. Don Pobanz, St. Paul, Sac City, to Immanuel, Merna/Immanuel, Loup City, NE.
CHANGE OF STATUS
Rev. Daniel Wagner, Zion, Paullina, to Emeritus, 6-17-2019.
COMMISSIONED MINISTERS
CALLS ACCEPTED
Alison Ebel, graduate of Concordia-Seward, NE, to Trinity, Boone.
Heather Hoffman, Zion, Denison to St. Paul, Fort Dodge.
CONGREGATION DISBANDED
Immanuel Lutheran Church, Adair, 6-2-2019.

Calendar of Events
July 4...Independence Day, District Office Closed
July 9...Concordia Plan Services Workshop, Timothy, Council Bluffs
July 10...Concordia Plan Services Workshop, Zion, Manning
July 11...Concordia Plan Services Workshop, Redeemer, Sioux City
July 11-15...National Youth Gathering, Minneapolis, Minnesota
July 20-25...Synod Convention, Tampa, Florida
July 30...New Worker Orientation, District Office, Fort Dodge
Follow Iowa District West on these social media websites.
www.facebook.com/
IowaDistrictWest

Iowa District West, LCMS
409 Kenyon Road, Suite B
Fort Dodge, IA 50501

www.twitter.com/
IowaWest

www.youtube.com/user/
IowaDistrictWest

515.576.7666
sue@iowadistrictwest.org
www.idwlcms.org

Please note: The inclusion of items from outside sources in The Messenger is for information
purposes only. Inclusion of such items does not constitute District endorsement.
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409 Kenyon Road, Suite B — Fort Dodge, Iowa 50501
515-576-7666 Fax 515-576-2323 www.idwlcms.org
Contact email: sue@iowadistrictwest.org

On a Mission to Support Christ’s Mission!
Are You a Real Seed Planter?
In Acts 1:8 Jesus said, “And you will be my witnesses.” Do you know
what a witness is? That person is a seed planter...yes,
we are called to plant seeds and the Holy Spirit is the
one who makes those seeds grow! In a recent study, it
was found that 70% of all people who have never been
in church or who do not know Jesus HAVE NEVER
BEEN ASKED TO COME TO CHURCH! Imagine
that...just think about it. When was the last time you
asked someone to come to church with you?
We live in a society that wants to be politically correct, and we have to
keep our mouth shut about Jesus...BECAUSE IT COULD OFFEND
SOMEONE! It is time for us all to be witnesses for our dear Lord Jesus,
and be witnesses starting at home, at the office, at work, on the farm, in
visiting with our neighbor and in our family gatherings. Seed planters is
what we ALL are called to be, because the only thing really important in
this life is telling others about our Lord and Savior Jesus who has given
us all that we have in the treasure of HIS goodness and grace and what
HE did on the cross to assure us of our real home in heaven. The
church isn’t growing because we aren’t planting seeds! Remember
those 70% are waiting to be asked to come and hear about Jesus!
Gary Thies, Mission Development Counselor
Gary.Thies@lcms.org
For more information on Iowa District West activities,
view The Messenger at www.idwlcms.org/publications.php

Operation Barnabas Conference
Iowa District West Operation Barnabas will host their
7th annual conference on Saturday, October 12, 2019,
9 a.m. to 3 p.m., at St. Paul Lutheran Church, Carroll.
Speakers will share a variety of ways you and your
congregation can help veterans and our current military. Learn more of the future of Operation Barnabas.
Watch for more information coming to your church
soon!
Vacation Bible School
Share your photos and ideas on the district Facebook page for VBS. If
you aren't already a part of this group and you're helping with VBS at
your congregation request to join by searching for Iowa District West
VBS Connecting Congregations. You can ask for and share craft ideas as well as ideas for decorations and other areas. We are better together as we share Jesus with young people across our district. Let's
work together on sharing our best ideas.
Save the Dates: 2019 Junior and Senior High Youth Gatherings
Junior Youth – “Come to the Table” – October 19-20
Senior Youth – “Foundations Prepared” – November 15-17
Iowa Lutheran School Tuition Organization—ILSTO
A donation to ILSTO carries a 65% Iowa tax credit. Please consider
making a donation during 2019. To access a donor form, visit the ILSTO
website (www.iowalutheransto.org).
Contact Dewey Torkelson, ILSTO Program Manager, for details (712260-2991 or deweytorkelson@hotmail.com).
67th Regular LCMS Convention
Pray for IDW delegates as they travel to Tampa for Synod’s Convention July 20-25. To
read the proposed resolutions, convention
workbook, and other convention information,
go to www.lcms.org/convention. You can also
watch the convention proceedings live from 8
am to 6 pm daily at www.lcms.org/livestream.
Calendar of Events
July 4...Independence Day, District Office Closed
July 9...Concordia Plan Services Workshop, Timothy, Council Bluffs
July 10...Concordia Plan Services Workshop, Zion, Manning
July 11...Concordia Plan Services Workshop, Redeemer, Sioux City
July 11-15...National Youth Gathering, Minneapolis, Minnesota
July 20-25...Synod Convention, Tampa, Florida
July 30...New Worker Orientation, District Office, Fort Dodge
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Early Childhood Conference

October 19-20
REGISTRATION INFORMATION COMING IN AUGUST

August 2, 2019
N
Senior

Senior Youth
Gathering
November 15-17

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church
Urbandale

Iowa Districts West and East
Registration information was mailed to
preschools but can also be found on our
district website.

Lutheran Schools in Iowa
ILSTO – Iowa Lutheran School Tuition Organization
A donation to ILSTO carries a 65% Iowa tax credit. Please consider making a
donation during 2019. For more information visit the ILSTO website
(www.iowalutheransto.org). See flier enclosed in the Messenger this month.
www.iowalutheransto.org
or call Dewey Torkelson at 712-260-2991

Resources from CPH
Check out the new Sunday School/Midweek curriculum available this summer!
Flexible new curriculum that nurtures lifelong disciples of Christ!
In “Enduring Faith Bible Curriculum,” elementary students learn the context of
each Bible passage and how it fits into the story of God’s salvation. They learn
how to identify God’s law and forgiveness to see how each account points to
Jesus.
Student guidebooks and downloadable worksheets deepen coordination,
vocabulary, and spelling skills while helping students actively learn the
teachings. Best for students in grades 1-6.

National Youth Gathering
Nearly 400 youth and adults from Iowa District
West will be in Minneapolis for the National
Youth Gathering July 11-15. Stop by our
regional area which is the Great Plains and you
will find DCE Thomas Wilson or Rhonda Mohr
ready to greet and talk to your group. The
Great Plains region activity is coloring sheets.
See you if you can collect them from all the
states in our region. Here’s a sneak peek at
IDW’s. (Each district was asked to name two
unique features of their state. We chose a
pig and a wind turbine.) We are also looking
forward to seeing the 320 youth and adults
that registered for our district event at
Concordia-St. Paul on Saturday, July 13. We
encourage all IDW participants to wear their
IDW T-shirts on Saturday, July 13 letting
everyone know our state and district. See
you in Minneapolis!
Special thanks to Jenn Fuller for all her work as IDW’s NYG Coordinator.
N
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BUSINESS MANAGER NEWS

Iowa District West Congregations’ Mission Receipts
For the Month Ending May 2019
Anticipated Amount

$117,200

Actual Receipts

$136,350

Fiscal Year-to-Date Receipts
Anticipated Amount

$468,800

Actual Receipts

$457,371

Over (under) anticipated amount

$(11,429)

Use of Mission Receipts
Remitted to Synod (45%)

$210,960

Balance for District programs/operations

$246,411

Total Receipts

$457,371

Mission Receipts Compared With Last Year
Month ending May 2019

$457,371

Month ending May 2018

$498,490

Over (under) last year

$(41,119)

Stewardship Corner - by Ron Chewning - www.StewardshipAdvisors.org – 248.644.6150
WE DEMONSTRATE GOD’S GRACE
AT WORK WITHIN US AS WE DO HIS
WILL BY SERVING HIM THROUGH
SERVING OTHERS.
“So then, as we have opportunity let us do
good to everyone, and especially to those
who are of the household of faith”
(Galatians 6:10).

Our Heavenly Father, Who has created and sustains all things,
has bestowed us with the privilege, honor, and responsibility to be His
stewards. Even though God has the power to do all things without us,
He chooses to work through us. As God’s stewards, we become His
hands, feet, and mouth. Through His people, He wants to impact the
church that we attend and the Church at large. We are His tools to
extend His kingdom. Just as Jesus came not to be served but to serve,
we are to serve with our lives and blessings that God has entrusted to us.

Stewardship Spark / Monthly Mission Moment
Did you know that you can avoid the summer slump by educating your congregation’s pastors and laity? Coming
to Iowa this August is the “More Than Giving” Doxology program to be held at Camp Okoboji. Thanks to the
Synod’s Stewardship Director Rev. Heath Curtis and Assistant Director Rev. Nathan Meador leaders will learn:

1. A fresh view of the undergirding theology of stewardship;
2. A candid overview of the financial challenges facing most churches large and small;
3. A preview of quality resources available;
4. Practical tools for stewardship flowing from the presence of Christ through His means of grace;
5. A year-round stewardship action plan and strategies tailored to your ministry needs.
This conference will equip you to develop healthy stewardship lifestyles among your member
households and in your congregation as a whole. For more information, see the poster included this
month and register online at www.Doxology.us.
67th Regular LCMS Convention
Pray for IDW delegates as they travel to Tampa for Synod’s Convention July 20-25.
Read all about it in the current Reporter and The Lutheran Witness. To read the
proposed resolutions, convention workbook, and a plethora of other convention
information, go to www.lcms.org/convention. You can also watch the convention
proceedings live from 8 am to 6 pm daily at www.lcms.org/livestream.

Coming soon - Concordia Health Plan Workshops!
Pastors, staff, and congregation leaders are encouraged to attend a 2 hour
presentation focusing on the health plan. Anyone interested in learning more about
the Concordia Health Plan options and special coverages is urged to attend a
workshop from 3-5 pm:
July 9 – Timothy, Council Bluffs
July 10 – Zion, Manning
July 11 – Redeemer, Sioux City
Please register online, click here or contact Roger Curtis. A poster is included with
more information. The program is free courtesy of Concordia Plan Services and the District’s ministry funds from
Brotherhood Mutual Insurance Company and American Church Group.
It’s an ALL-ACCESS pass to your 2020 Concordia Health Plan Rates!
Starting July 10, the new and improved Employer Election Tool will give you access to
choose which CHP option(s) to offer your workers:
See your CHP rates
Compare health care options
Make your election
The deadline to report your health care selection is September 6.
Concordia Plan Services (CPS) Retirement Workshop coming to Iowa!
Also mark your calendar for a Retirement Workshop November 8-9. CPS retirement guru Paul Snyder will help
educate you regarding your future. Everyone is welcome to attend, but especially workers over 50 should plan to
attend from 7-9pm Friday evening and 9am - 3pm on Saturday at St. Paul, Ames. Watch for more information.

Secretarial/Administrative Assistants Fall Conference
Plan now to attend the District Secretarial/Administrative Assistants Fall Conference on Tuesday, September 17.
Cost is only $40 ($35 if registered by September 1). All ministry assistant professionals (full or part time or
volunteer) are invited to enjoy a relaxing, joyous, and educational day celebrating the theme Mission ImPossible!
Rev. Dr. Brent Smith, Gary Thies, and Annetta Dellinger (www.AnnettaDellinger.com) will speak on a variety of
topics. Plan now to enjoy a full day at Mission Central! Brochures will be mailed around July 1; extra brochures
can be printed from the website (click here).

Health

What’s in the Concordia
Health Plan For You?
Learn about the 2020 Options
Concordia Plan Services wants you to be able to focus on
what matters most to you — ministry, family, well-being. The
CHP is able to help you do just that!
Learn what the comprehensive CHP can provide. With the
CHP, you have a variety of coverage options to choose from.
A member of the CPS Team would love the opportunity to
tell you more about the options and the benefits available
to you.

Questions? Contact Roger Curtis
at 515-576-7666 or email
Roger@IowaDistrictWest.org
Learn more:
ConcordiaPlans.org
12042-0419

Please Join Us
Health care is a big decision. What is the best
plan option? Plan now to attend a workshop
this summer:
• July 9 – Timothy, Council Bluffs
(3112 W Broadway)
• July 10 – Zion, Manning
(1204 Center St)
• July 11 – Redeemer, Sioux City
(3204 S Lakeport St)
All sessions are from 3-5 pm.
Mark your calendar and join us for this FREE
workshop!
www.surveymonkey.com/r/chp_workshop

Retirement

Is Your Retirement On Track?
The Iowa District West* and Concordia Plan Services are offering you an
opportunity to attend a pre-retirement workshop! This workshop is designed to
help you plan for that very important transition in your life: RETIREMENT!
We encourage you to attend and start learning what you’ll need to know about
making plans for your future.
*Workers from other districts are also invited & encouraged to attend!

•
•
•
•

Applicable to all workers enrolled in the Concordia
Retirement Plan (CRP), not just pastors or rostered
workers.
Workers of any age can attend, but it’s especially
geared for those age 50 or older, and those thinking
about retirement.
Spouses are strongly encouraged to attend, too.
Learn about:
o
o
o
o
o

Pension income from the CRP.
Understanding Social Security.
Figuring out how much to save for the future, and the
best savings options for you.
Healthcare in retirement, both before and after you
qualify for Medicare.
Who will you be and what you will be doing in
retirement.

Please share this with everyone at your ministry that is
enrolled in the CRP, as they all need to plan for their
future!

Please join us!
Friday, November 8 &
Saturday, November 9
St. Paul Lutheran Church
610 15th Street
Ames, IA 50010

Friday: 7 – 9 PM
Saturday: 9 AM – 3 PM

Thanks to LCEF, there is no cost for this workshop.
Snacks & a light lunch will be provided!

(You are responsible for your own travel and lodging expenses.)

All materials will be provided. Additional information will be e-mailed after you register!

Please register for the workshop by no later than Friday October 18!
To register, please contact: Cristel Hoffman – Concordia Plan Services
1-888-927-7526 ext. 6824 or e-mail
Cristel.Hoffman@concordiaplans.org
(She will need to know your name, e-mail, phone number, and if your spouse will attend with you.)
If you’d like an e-version of this flyer to share with others, please contact: Paul.Snyder@ConcordiaPlans.org

MORE THAN GIVING
A Conference on Stewardship
Sponsored by

The LCMS Office of National Mission
and
Iowa District West
August 16-17, 2019
LCMS Camp Okoboji
Milford, IA
Led by the Synod’s Stewardship Director Rev. Heath Curtis and Assistant Director
Rev. Dr. Nathan Meador, this conference will equip pastors and laity to think
biblically and “Lutheranly” about financial stewardship in its broader context.

Rev. Heath Curtis

Rev. Dr. Nathan Meador

Your team or a committee from your church will bring home:
1. A fresh view of the undergirding theology of stewardship.
2. A candid overview of the financial challenges facing most churches, large and
small.
3. A preview of quality resources available.
4. Practical tools for stewardship flowing from the presence of Christ through His
means of grace.
5. The “More Than Giving” event concludes with a planning session
preparing each congregational team to return home, having designed a yearround stewardship action plan and strategies tailored to its own unique setting.

Program Cost: $30 (includes program fee and instructional materials)
Registration: At the www.doxology.us website or from this page:
https://www.doxology.us/events/2019-more-than-giving-ia-insight/
Food & Lodging Cost: Conference food and lodging options at Camp Okoboji
range from $65-75 per person. The fee includes Friday’s lunch and supper as well
as Saturday’s breakfast.
Please contact Kellie Jones at Camp Okoboji before August 7 to reserve
and pay for food & lodging: 712-337-3325
Individuals staying at Camp may check-in beginning at 10:30 a.m. on Friday,
August 13. Lunch will be served at noon. The program event opens at 1 p.m. on
Friday and will conclude Saturday, before lunch.
Schedule: The complete event schedule is shown below.
Location: Camp Okoboji, 1531 Edgewood Dr, Milford, IA 51351. Directions can
be found at: http://www.campokoboji.org/contact-us.php

Event registration open through August 6, 2019

More than Giving: A Stewardship Conference
LCMS Camp Okoboji – Milford, IA

Tentative Event Schedule
Friday, August 16
10:30-12:00

Lodging check-in with Camp Okoboji staff

12:00-12:30

Lunch

12:15-12:50

Conference check-in with DOXOLOGY staff

1:00-1:30

Welcome and Introductions

1:30-2:45

Now What? Stewardship Under the Cross

2:45-3:00

Break

3:00-4:15

Stewardship Conversion: Theology of Stewardship

4:15-4:30

Question & Answer session with both Pr. Curtis and Pr. Meador

4:30-5:30

Supper

5:30-6:45

Sectionals:
Clergy: You Need a Plan: Religious Landscape of America, Preaching, Teaching, Planning
as a Lutheran Pastor (Curtis)
Lay Leaders: Plan the Work and Work the Plan (Meador)

6:45-7:00

Break

7:00-7:45

Laity: Everyday/Every Parish Problems (Curtis)
Clergy: Honest Evaluation of Your Congregation’s Stewardship Culture (Meador)

7:45-8:30

Stewardship Planning (Meador)

8:30

Evening Prayer

9:00

Reception

Saturday, August 17
7:15

Breakfast

8:00-8:30

Morning Prayer Office

8:30-8:45

Coffee Break

8:45-10:00

Sketching a Plan (Curtis)

10:00-10:15

Break

10:15-11:00

Creating the Plan (Working with your congregational team)

11:00-11:15

Recap and Wrap Up

11:15

Prayer for Travelers

11:30

Departure (no conference lunch)

JOYFULLY LUTHERAN

INVEST IN THE
CHURCH’S FUTURE
3.500%*
Based on a
balance of $25 to
$1,000. For ages
birth to 18 years.

2.375%*

Y.I. Club

2.875%

4 years

Based on a
balance of $500
to $25,000

ConnectPLUS

The Young Investors (Y.I.)
Club can be a fun, first step
to giving back to God and
His Church while earning
a great rate. Children learn
the value of sharing, saving
and spending money—while
supporting LCMS ministries.

ConnectPLUS introduces
new LCEF investors to
the reward of supporting
LCMS ministries— without
sacrificing competitive rates.
Open to new investors 18
and older who have not
had an LCEF investment in
the past 24 months. One
account per investor.

PartnerPLUS

Family Emergency
StewardAccount®

2 years

*

When you invest with LCEF, you help
LCMS ministries build, remodel and
more. Partner with LCEF, a financial
institution that shares your Lutheran
beliefs. We offer investments for
everyone from babies to grandparents.

Empower Rostered Church
Workers and ministries to
continue their Kingdombuilding work by investing
in LCEF’s PartnerPLUS term
note. Open to investors 18
and older only. One account
per investor. Transfers from
other LCEF investments are
not accepted.

The Family Emergency
StewardAccount is
designed to prepare you
for those moments when
you need funds outside of
your monthly budget. Your
investment builds over time
and you can access your
funds easily when you need
them most.

3.000%*
2 years

Based on a
balance of $500
to $5,000

1.250%*
Based on a
minimum balance
of $25

Contact us today at 800-843-5233 | lcef.org
* Balance restrictions apply. Rates subject to change. Visit lcef.org for details. The State of Washington has adopted a
regulatory position that currently prohibits residents of Washington State from opening a new investment unless they are
already an LCEF investor.
LCEF is a nonprofit religious organization; therefore, LCEF investments are not FDIC-insured bank deposit accounts.
This is not an offer to sell investments, nor a solicitation to buy. LCEF will offer and sell its securities only in states where
authorized. The offer is made solely by LCEF’s Offering Circular. Investors should carefully read the Offering Circular, which
more fully describes associated risks. ConnectPLUS is not available to investors in Ohio or Pennsylvania. StewardAccount
access features are offered through UMB Bank n.a. The StewardAccount is not available to investors in South Carolina. The
Family Emergency StewardAccount is known as the Family StewardAccount in Ohio.
CR00503
201901

Investment Interest Rates for Individuals
MINIMUM
Y.I. StewardAccount

July 2019

TERM

RATE

APY

®

(portion of balance over $1,000 earns second-tier rate)

$25-$1,000
Over $1,000

-

3.500%
1.375%

3.557%
1.384%

$100
$1,000
$5,000
$10,000

-

0.625%
0.750%
0.875%
1.250%

0.627%
0.753%
0.879%
1.257%

$25

-

1.375%

1.384%

$500-$5,000
Over $5,000

2 yrs.
-

3.000%
1.250%

3.034%
1.256%

$500-$25,000
$500-$25,000
Over $25,000

2 yrs.
4 yrs.
2 & 4 yrs.

2.375%
2.875%
1.250%

2.396%
2.906%
1.256%

$500
$500
$500
$500
$500
$500
$500
$500

6 mos.
9 mos.
1 yr.
18 mos.
2 yrs.
3 yrs.
4 yrs.
5 yrs.

1.125%
1.250%
2.000%
2.125%
2.250%
2.375%
2.500%
2.625%

1.130%
1.256%
2.015%
2.142%
2.269%
2.396%
2.524%
2.651%

$100
$100

30 mos.
60 mos.

2.250%
2.500%

2.269%
2.524%

$100,000
$100,000
����

5 yrs. ���
60 mos.

3.000%
2.875%

3.034%
2.906%

$1
$2,500
$5,000
$15,000

-

0.625%
1.125%
1.500%
2.125%

0.627%
1.131%
1.510%
2.146%

StewardAccount® Certificate

Family Emergency StewardAccount®
(balances under $10,000 require monthly electronic investments)

ConnectPlus Term Note--Fixed

PartnerPlus Term Note--Fixed

Term Notes and IRA Term Notes-Fixed

Term Notes and IRA Term Notes-Floating

IRA Jumbo Note

HSA Certificate

10733 Sunset Office Drive, Suite 300 | St. Louis, MO 63127-1020 | 800-843-5233 | lcef.org
LCEF is a nonprofit religious organization; therefore, LCEF investments are not FDIC-insured bank deposit accounts. This is not an offer to sell LCEF investments,
nor a solicitation to buy. LCEF will offer and sell its securities only in states where authorized. The offer is made solely by LCEF’s Offering Circular. Investors
should carefully read the Offering Circular, which more fully describes associated risks. LCEF StewardAccount access features provided through UMB Bank n.a.
The Dedicated/Demand Certificates and StewardAccount are not available to investors in South Carolina. The Family Emergency StewardAccount is known as
the Family StewardAccount in the State of Ohio. ConnectPLUS is not available to investors in Ohio and Pennsylvania. Neither LCEF nor its representatives give
legal, accounting or tax advice. Consult your tax advisor as to the applicability of this information to your own situation. UMB Bank serves as a custodian of the
LCEF IRA/HSA Programs. The State of Washington has adopted a regulatory position that currently prohibits residents of Washington State from opening a new
investment unless they are already an LCEF investor.

Investment Interest Rates for Organizations
MINIMUM

July 2019

TERM

RATE

APY

-

0.625%

0.626%

-

1.000%
1.125%
1.250%
1.500%

1.005%
1.131%
1.257%
1.510%

$1,000
$25,000
$50,000
$100,000

-

0.625%
0.750%
0.875%
1.250%

0.627%
0.753%
0.879%
1.257%

$500-$25,000
$500-$25,000
Over $25,000

2 yrs.
4 yrs.
2 & 4 yrs.

2.375%
2.875%
1.250%

2.396%
2.906%
1.256%

$500
$500
$500
$500
$500
$500
$500
$500

6 mos.
9 mos.
1 year
18 mos.
2 yrs.
3 yrs.
4 yrs.
5 yrs.

1.125%
1.250%
2.000%
2.125%
2.250%
2.375%
2.500%
2.625%

1.130%
1.256%
2.015%
2.142%
2.269%
2.396%
2.524%
2.651%

$100
$100

30 mos.
60 mos.

2.250%
2.500%

2.269%
2.524%

$1,000
$10,000
$100,000

5 yrs.
5 yrs.
5 yrs.

2.250%
2.375%
2.500%

2.269%
2.396%
2.524%

$1,000
$10,000
$100,000

60 mos.
60 mos.
60 mos.

2.250%
2.375%
2.500%

2.269%
2.396%
2.524%

Congregation Certificates-Demand
$100
Congregation StewardAccount Certificates
$100
$250,000
$500,000
$1,000,000
Cemetery Care StewardAccount®
®

PartnerPlus Term Note--Fixed

Congregation Term Notes-Fixed

Congregation Term Notes-Floating

Congregation Endowment Note-Fixed

Congregation Endowment Note-Floating

10733 Sunset Office Drive, Suite 300 | St. Louis, MO 63127-1020 | 800-843-5233 | lcef.org
LCEF is a nonprofit religious organization; therefore, LCEF investments are not FDIC-insured bank deposit accounts. This is not an offer to sell LCEF investments,
nor a solicitation to buy. LCEF will offer and sell its securities only in states where authorized. The offer is made solely by LCEF’s Offering Circular. Investors
should carefully read the Offering Circular, which more fully describes associated risks. LCEF StewardAccount access features provided through UMB Bank n.a.
The Dedicated/Demand Certificates and StewardAccount are not available to investors in South Carolina. The Family Emergency StewardAccount is known as
the Family StewardAccount in the State of Ohio. ConnectPLUS is not available to investors in Ohio and Pennsylvania. Neither LCEF nor its representatives give
legal, accounting or tax advice. Consult your tax advisor as to the applicability of this information to your own situation. UMB Bank serves as a custodian of the
LCEF IRA/HSA Programs. The State of Washington has adopted a regulatory position that currently prohibits residents of Washington State from opening a new
investment unless they are already an LCEF investor.
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SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES
It’s a great time to serve!
Council Bluffs Servant Event—August 2-4, 2019
MAKE A DIFFERENCE in the lives of homeless and near homeless people in Omaha and
Council Bluffs. Details on included registration form.
Save the date
November 2, 2019: LERT training at Trinity Lutheran Church, Manilla
Flood Relief Update
❖ Thank you for the continuing donations for flood relief! The most recent purchases with
money donated to IDW was for nearly $10,000 for sheetrock, tape and mud to help as people
start to rebuild after the flooding.
❖ Thank you to all who have served meals and worked in the distribution center in Glenwood.
❖ Thank you to all who worked in Pacific Junction to clean out the mess that the flooding
caused!
❖ Thank you to youth group members of Trinity Lutheran Church, Coon Rapids and Pastor
Allan Miller as they helped at Glenwood and Pacific Junction.
Brenda Heithoff reports, “Youth group
leaders Michelle Shirbroun and Brenda
Heithoff and youth group member Ella
Heithoff volunteered at the Glenwood
Resource Center. While in Glenwood,
the youth group also delivered frozen
meals and desserts made by members of
Trinity Lutheran Church to the Resource
Center to use in future weeks. After
assisting with lunch, Michelle, Brenda
and Ella placed ‘kindness rocks’ they had painted around Glenwood Lake Park where a
fundraiser for the residents of Pacific Junction was to be held later that afternoon.
Youth group members Kaleb and Lucas Shirbroun and Chase, Colby and Corey Heithoff teamed
up with Trinity Lutheran Church Pastor Alan Miller and Iowa State University senior Josh Peter
of Dedham to help with flood clean up in the town of Pacific Junction. The Trinity Lutheran
Church group spent their day in Pacific Junction gutting the town's flooded EMS building. Due
to the possibility of contamination, the crew had to wear high rubber boots and masks while
working. A Salvation Army food truck rolled into town at lunchtime to feed the volunteers and
Pacific Junction residents. By mid-afternoon, almost the entire EMS building had been cleaned
out.
Josh: "It was an incredible experience to see the damage inflicted by the floods. Lending our
little bit of help to the recovery effort gave me a greater appreciation of life and the power of
community."

Kaleb: "When we see this kind of destruction on TV we usually only see the outside of the
homes and buildings. Until the water recedes and you step inside and see the damage with your
own eyes, you can't imagine how truly devastating 12 feet of water is."
Ella: "I was shocked to see the flood damage and was so grateful that I could help and wish I
could help more."
Corey: "I have never experienced anything like that before. The flood waters had destroyed the
entire town of Pacific Junction. I'm glad I could help with the clean-up."
Michelle: "When FEMA pulled out to go to the next crisis, Pacific Junction was left a ghost
town. Almost every window in every house was broken from the impact of the water. There were
piles of debris everywhere - it was heartbreaking. I wish we could have done more."
Pastor Miller: "I very much appreciate and thank God for the group we had volunteer, for the
ladies and Ella helping with the meal and kindness rocks, and the great bunch of hardworking
guys on the Pacific Junction crew. They went at it full speed ahead and accomplished a lot more
than I expected they would. I think we were the first ones in the EMS building and the task
looked impossible. But the guys tore into it with no let up and cleared out furniture, cabinets, dry
wall and insulation. It was hot, heavy, hard, dirty work, especially all geared up against
contamination. The people on site appreciated our day's work. It was a plus to be served a hot
meal by the Salvation Army. To serve our neighbor in Christ's name was a blessed
opportunity...it was eye opening to see how devastated the flooded areas really are and the
people there set back by it all but pushing ahead."

Council Bluffs Servant

Event
August 2-4, 2019

Council Bluffs Servant

Event
August 2-4, 2019

YOU are invited to make a difference and serve others in the
Council Bluffs area beginning on Friday, August 2 at 3:00 PM.

YOU are invited to make a difference and serve others in the
Council Bluffs area beginning on Friday, August 2 at 3:00 PM.

We will help serve the evening meal to the homeless at ‘Takin’ It To
The Streets’ Mission or MOHMS Mission.

We will help serve the evening meal to the homeless at ‘Takin’ It To
The Streets’ Mission or MOHMS Mission.

Saturday, August 3: We will volunteer at Heartland Hope Mission in
the morning and Open Door Mission in the afternoon.

Saturday, August 3: We will volunteer at Heartland Hope Mission in
the morning and Open Door Mission in the afternoon.

Sunday, August 4: Attend church, enjoy a meal and head home.

Sunday, August 4: Attend church, enjoy a meal and head home.

Cost: $250 (includes two nights’ lodging and meals)
Cost: $50 if you do not need lodging.

Cost: $250 (includes two nights’ lodging and meals)
Cost: $50 if you do not need lodging.

Transportation will be arranged. Please register before July 15.

Transportation will be arranged. Please register before July 15.

IOWAY – Council Bluffs Registration: 2019

IOWAY – Council Bluffs Registration: 2019

Name (please print)_________________________________________________

Name (please print)_________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________

City ____________________________State ____________ Zip _____________

City ____________________________State ____________ Zip _____________

Cell Phone ________________________ Email __________________________

Cell Phone ________________________ Email __________________________

Adult _______ Current School Grade _________ Adult T-shirt size _________

Adult _______ Current School Grade _________ Adult T-shirt size _________

Please send this completed form along with a check payable to
IOWAY-Council Bluffs Mission to:
Ellie Menz
807 W. South St
Jefferson IA 50129
515-370-1159

Please send this completed form along with a check payable to
IOWAY-Council Bluffs Mission to:
Ellie Menz
807 W. South St
Jefferson IA 50129
515-370-1159
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NOT NORMAL FOLKS FROM AURELIA COME TO MISSION CENTRAL
On May 20, 2019, we were blessed to
welcome the amazing NOT NORMAL
women of the Aurelia Women’s Club
from Aurelia, Iowa. We had a special
program for them in the NEW LORD’S
CREATION THEATER. We could tell
after visiting with this group, that they
are indeed NOT NORMAL!
The group is pictured in the theater
building. It was a trip that they will
long remember!

RECORD ATTENDANCE FOR ASCENSION SERVICE
AT MISSION CENTRAL
On May 30, 2019, the Lord’s Mission Central had the LARGEST attendance on record for our
Ascension Day service with a whopping 245 people in attendance. Yes, that is the record!
Why? Because of the presence of the world famous Rev. Dr. Dale Meyer, President of Concordia
Seminary in St. Louis, Missouri. As the people left the barn, many commented that “they could
have listened to this guy for hours.”
Dr. Meyer has not lost his GIFT that the Lord has
given to him. It was a privilege and JOY to have
him at this humble setting in the middle of
nowhere in the hills of Western Iowa.
We thank God for the NOT NORMAL people who
were willing to come out on a Thursday evening to
hear this dynamic speaker. It was truly a time
these people will not soon forget.
Thank you, Dr. Meyer, for caring enough to come to
be with us NOT NORMAL people!

MEMBERS OF ST. PAUL LUTHERAN IN AMES, IOWA VISIT
MISSION CENTRAL
On June 1, 2019, we were blessed to have a large group from St. Paul Lutheran Church in Ames,
Iowa with us for a full day of activity.
When the group came, we knew IMMEDIATELY that they were NOT NORMAL people. The
bus arrived right on time and we had a prayer together to bless our day. What a JOY to have
them come!

YOUTH AND ADULTS FROM GALVA, IOWA
VISIT MISSION CENTRAL
What a special blessing to welcome the students and adults from St. John Lutheran Church’s
Vacation Bible School from Galva, Iowa on June 4, 2019! This group was led by the Honorable
Missionary Pastor Paul Egger.
This wonderful group of young missionaries and adults came for a tour of the Lord’s Creation
Theater and to hear the story of how “God created the heavens and the earth” from Genesis 1:1!
In the Barn Museum, they heard the story of
“The Word became flesh and dwelt among
us!” What a JOY to share some of the
amazing artifacts, and original items from
around the world, as Jesus said in Mark 16:15:
“GO INTO ALL THE WORLD AND PREACH
THE GOOD NEWS TO ALL CREATION.”
The entire group was “sworn in” as official
missionaries for the dear Lord Jesus for the
rest of their lives! These missionaries are
pictured in the barn.

Mission Central – LCMS World Mission
40718 Highway E16
Mapleton, IA 51034
712-882-1029

Gary Thies (gary.thies@lcms.org)
Rev. Brent Smith (brent.smith@lcms.org)
www.missioncentral.us

MISSION CENTRAL EVENTS
PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
Pastor J. P. Cima and Family
Cambodia
Tuesday, July 16, 2019
1 PM

Andrew and Noel Schaff
Taiwan
Tuesday, July 16, 2019
1:30 PM

Rev. Dr. Joel Fritsche and Family
Dominican Republic
Saturday, July 20, 2019
1 PM

Michael & Beth Ritzman and Family
Papua New Guinea
Saturday, July 20, 2019
1:30 PM

Dr. Steve Oliver and Family
Taiwan
Saturday, July 27, 2019
1 PM

Rev. Carl Hanson and Family
Hong Kong
Saturday, July 27, 2019
1:30 PM

Rev. Shauen Trump
Kenya East Africa
Saturday, September 7, 2019
1 PM

Cindy Wrucke
Czech Republic
Friday, September 13, 2019
1 PM

Sarah Kanoy
Tanzania
Saturday, October 19, 2019
1 PM

Mission Central-LCMS World Mission
40718 Highway E 16
Mapleton, Iowa 51034
Phone: 712-882-1029

Gary Thies - gary.thies@lcms.org
Rev. Brent Smith - brent.smith@lcms.org
www.missioncentral.us
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Rev. Henry and Ruthie Witte
1013 South Newton Street
Sioux City, IA 51106
712-202-4751
handrwitte@gmail.com

July 2019

Mountains in Southern Germany

Gorge in the rock of a mountain cut by a stream

I lift up my eyes to the hills – where does my help come from?
My help comes from the Lord, the Maker of heaven and earth. Psalm 121:1
I recently was able to visit the mountains at the German-Austrian border. I was impressed with
their beauty and size. Seeing these mountains, one can understand why some people would
worship them in some way. They have great size, permanence, and strength. However as one
examines them more closely one can see the effects of erosion slowly eating away at the
mighty mountain. The snow, with glaciers and avalanches, grinds away at the rock and soil.
The water, with its freezing and thawing, breaks apart the hardest rocks and the streams and

rockslides carry them away. The mountain may seem to be permanent, but it is always
changing and fading away. In fact, the forces of erosion can become very dangerous for those
who live and work in the shadow of the mountains.
The Psalmist questions, “from where does our help come”? He doesn’t direct us to the
mountains but rather to the One who created them. Our help comes from the Lord, the Creator
of the mountains and all things. Sinful humans have put their trust in many parts of creation.
These things may appear to give us solid ground, strength, and permanence; yet they all can
erode away even quicker than a mountain. Our hope in human strength, intelligence, wealth,
creativity, etc. can easily become a deception and failure, leaving one hopeless.
In Latin America. many use the phrase: “The last thing to be lost is hope.” Many appear to live
in hopeless situations, and many may put their hope in things that have no eternal permanence.
God even says in His Word that creation will wear away like a garment and be discarded. He
alone is our hope and help. He never leaves us nor forsakes us. Heaven and earth will pass
away, but His Word, His promises, His salvation in Christ will never pass away. May God help
us to give the true hope in Christ to all.
We give thanks for a new worker at Hope who will help with the outreach to the Hispanics in
Siouxland. We give thanks to the members and congregations who have supported and prayed
for this ministry. Pastor Paul Flo will be installed on June 30 at 4 PM.
One of our former English students called me about one month ago to visit his sister who was in
the hospital. He was one of our students about 10 years ago, and we had not heard from him
for several years. We were glad to connect with him again and were able to minister to him, his
family and his sister. We pray that they find comfort and hope in the Triune God, our Creator
and Redeemer.
Also, a Hispanic lady has been visiting one of our Sioux City congregations and goes to the
English service to improve her English. The pastor has been translating his sermons for her
using a program on his computer. Every few weeks she asks me to clarify points from the
sermon or the Bible readings. She wants to study the adult confirmation course to become a
confirmed member. We pray that God bless her study of HIs Word and continue to nurture her
faith.
The second week of June, Hope had its annual VBS program. As in previous years, they
invited the children from a local childcare program to participate in the VBS. Many of the
children are from Hispanic families. Sadly, the teachers observed that a number of children
knew very little about Jesus. We pray that God bless this seed that was sown and that both
children and their families can know and believe in Him.

Be still, my soul; the Lord is on your side;
Bear patiently the cross of grief or pain;
Leave to your God to order and provide;
In ev’ry change He faithful will remain.
Be still, my soul; your best, your heav’nly Friend
Through thorny ways leads to a joyful end. (LSB 752)
L: In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Spirit
C: Amen
L: Our help is in the Lord
C: The Maker of the Heavens and the Earth
Reading: Psalm 42:5, 8
Why are you downcast, O my soul? Why are you so
disturbed within me?
Put your hope in God, for I will yet praise him,
my Savior and my God.
For by day the LORD directs His love,
at night His song is with me-a prayer to the God of my life.
How to Rejoice in Suffering
But we also glory in our sufferings, because we know that
suffering produces perseverance, perseverance character,
and character hope. (Romans 5:3-4)
On November 14, 1940, Coventry, England was
bombed. It experienced the nighttime horror of Hitler’s
Luftwaffe: a blitzkrieg. In one night, Coventry Cathedral, a
place where people had worshipped for almost 900 years,
was reduced to charred wood, ruined stones, and columns
of smoke.
In the morning light, God’s people faced two paths.
They could look at the ruins and walk away in despair. Or

they could clean up the ruins, erasing the memory, building a
new church so that, in time, no one would know the
difference. Down one path, destruction would triumph.
Down the other path, a kind of false glory would prevail. In
removing the rubble, God’s people would, in a sense, be
denying that suffering is real.
Interestingly enough, after considering both options,
what they decided upon was a different path. It was one that
held suffering and glory together in an attitude of hope.
They built a new cathedral—but they left the ruins as a
reminder of real suffering in a real world. To this day,
Coventry Cathedral stands in the midst of ruins. Suffering
and glory are woven together in faith, a visible reminder that
God’s love rules even over ruins.
Like Coventry Cathedral, we are not immune to
suffering. Real life always has more than its share. When
suffering occurs, often we consider that there are only two
paths to choose from: to give up or cover up. We often
consider only these paths because suffering tempts us to
fear that God cannot work good out of evil or to act as if
nothing is wrong.
However, like the people of Coventry, Paul leads us
to see a third way. It is the way of faith that is wrapped
around the suffering of Good Friday and the glory of Easter.
Paul encourages us to trust that God is at work, even in
suffering. Our Savior rules in love over ruins.
When Jesus died for our sin and rose to life, He
revealed God’s grace in the midst of suffering—God’s power
over ruins. Because Jesus triumphed, all suffering must
bend to His will. And, trusting these facts leads us not to
give up or cover up when Satan and sin have conducted
their blitzkriegs on us. Instead, we rejoice in our sufferings
because God is faithful. He will bring us through suffering,
giving us perseverance, character, and hope—hope that will

reveal on the Last Day what a powerful and beautiful thing
faith really is as our lives hold together suffering and glory.

THE LAMPLIGHTER

So, when suffering comes your way, look to your
Lord. He is there. Working. He rules. Even over ruins.
Prayers:
Almighty and most merciful God, in this earthly life we
endure sufferings and death before we enter into eternal
glory. Grant us grace at all times to subject ourselves to
Your holy will and continue steadfast in the true faith to the
end of our lives that we may know the peace and joy of the
blessed hope of the resurrection of the dead and of the glory
of the world to come. Through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen. (LSB Prayer 279)
O Father of mercies and God of all comfort, our only help in
time of need, look with favor upon Your servant _________.
Assure them of Your mercy, deliver them from the
temptations of the evil one, and give them patience and
comfort in their illness. If it please You, restore them to
health, or give the grace to accept this tribulation with
courage and hope; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
(LSB Prayer 254)
LORD’S PRAYER
Blessing: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of
God the Father and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with
you!
Rev. Ralph Shorey
Faith Lutheran Church, Sioux City

Theme: “Through Thorny Ways”
July 2019
A Publication of The Lutheran Service Auxiliary
Sioux City, Iowa
The Good Shepherd Hour airs every Sunday
morning on the following radio stations:
KSCJ – 1360 AM & 94.9 FM

Sioux City at 8 a.m.

KLEM – 1410 AM & 96.9 FM

Le Mars at 8 a.m.

KAYL – 101.7 FM

Storm Lake at 8:30 a.m.

KVFD – 1400 AM

Fort Dodge at 8 a.m.
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July Events
June 30-July 5

July 4th Family Retreat

July 7

Omelet Brunch

July 7-13

Jr. High Week

July 14-20

Cub Week 2

July 20

Camp Board of Directors & Auxiliary Meeting

July 21-27

Youth Week

July 28-August 2

Family Retreat 1
Upcoming Family Retreats — Register Now!

Family Retreat 1 is July 28-August 2, 2019
The Adult Bible Study leader is Doug Braun. Doug grew up in Milwaukee, Wisconsin and
attended college at Concordia-River Forest. He taught at Racine Lutheran HS for four years, then
left to help start a Lutheran high school in Broomfield, Colorado. While in Colorado, he met his
wife Erin. After a total of four years, they left snowy Colorado to move to sunny Las Vegas,
Nevada to teach religion at Faith Lutheran HS. During their time there, he finished his Masters in
Curriculum and Instruction from Colorado Christian University as well as receiving a Masters in
Religion from Concordia University Chicago. Doug and Erin have two daughters who were born
in Las Vegas: Abby 12 and Chloe 10. In August of 2018, Doug accepted a call to teach social
studies and religion at Lutheran High School, Westland, Michigan. Doug loves all things
Wisconsin (Packers, Badgers, Brewers) and enjoys golfing and reading.
Children will be led by Camp Okoboji summer staff doing Bible time, music, crafts, and games!
Doug will be speaking on Colossians.

Family Retreat 2 is August 4-9, 2019
The Adult Bible Study leader will be Pastor Mark Tripplett from Hamburg,
Minnesota. Pastor T is coming to Okoboji because the Bible Verse Proverbs 22:6
was lived out and modeled for him by His parents when he was young and he is
excited to come alongside families daily in their Walk through God’s Word! Pastor’s
personal discipleship journey began with his parents guidance to the waters of
Baptism and continued beyond. Some of the faith stepping stones were Daily
Devotions, Weekly Worship, Sunday School, Lutheran Grade and High School,
Lutheran Summer Camp, Youth Groups, Ongoing Ambassadors For Christ
Evangelism, Concordia University Seward, Nebraska, and Seminary.
Pastor T is currently serving as the sole pastor of Emanuel Lutheran Church and Grade School in Hamburg, Minnesota. He
serves on the National Board of Directors for Ongoing Ambassadors For Christ, loves canoeing on rivers, and enjoys breeding
freshwater tropical fish as a hobby.
Pastor and his wife Amy have been actively attending family retreats and conferences since he graduated from Seminary in 2013.
They have intentionally chosen gatherings that focus on strengthening the family and discipling the people God has placed you in
your daily lives. We fully believe discipleship is not just about random people you meet, it more regularly includes your family, coworkers, neighbors, and friends. As a result we are much more intentional in making sure that the “sharing the faith” aspect is
included in our relationships with others. This begins in our home with our children Keziah (5), Josiah (3), and Tobiah (1).

Thank you to all who attended the Camp Okoboji Auxiliary Quilt Auction in June!
Also thanks to those who made the quilts, volunteered and purchased quilts.
Your prayers, talents, and financial support are greatly appreciated.

There is still time to register for our July Youth Camps and also our Family Camps towards the end
of July and in August! Please go to our website, www.campokoboji.org, to register SOON!

Camp Okoboji is sponsoring a bus trip to The
Creation Museum and Ark Encounter September
23-27, 2019. Total cost will be announced as
soon as we get the final hotel costs calculated.
The cost will include: bus transportation, tickets
to both the Creation Museum and The Ark
Encounter, plus hotel rooms. All meals are on
your own.
We will travel part way on September 23 and
arrive in Florence, Kentucky on September 24.
The Creation Museum Tour will be on September
25 and The Ark Encounter will be September 26.
Travel back to Camp will be completed in one day
on September 27 with plenty of rest stops.

Email: Izaak.campokoboji@gmail.com

Administrative Office
409 Kenyon Road Suite C Fort Dodge, IA 50501
515-573-3138
info@LutheranFamilyService.org
www.LutheranFamilyService.org

Iowa District West Convention at Camp Okoboji—June 2018

It’s Been Over a Year Already! Who Remembers #2-04?

It has been just over a year since we gathered at Camp Okoboji to do the Lord’s
work that was put in front of us at the
District convention last summer. Who
remembers resolution #2-04?
That resolution called for each congregation to provide consistent annual financial
support (in an amount equal to 3% of its
yearly budget) directly to LFS so that they
can continue and expand their services in
response to the increasing needs of individuals, couples, children and families.
Since convention, LFS has experienced
many blessings, from additional counseling staff to more birth mothers choosing
adoption so that we are in a position
(unprecedented since the 1960s) of needing more adopting families, to major wins
for life in the Iowa legislature and a
statewide movement of prayer support
for the 10 pro-life LCMS legislators serving
on our behalf during these challenging

days. Many other success stories are
too personal to tell here, and follow
months of work with an LFS mental
health, pregnancy or marriage counselor. Visit the LFS website at LutheranFamilyService.org to hear three actual LFS clients tell their story in their
own words.
All this and more is faithfully carried
out every day of the year by LFS workers as they serve as an extension of
your congregation’s mission and ministry to hurting people in our own Iowa
communities.
The government does not own, fund
or direct this ministry. It is only here
through God’s provision annually as
He moves its owners—Lutheran congregations, LWML groups and individuals—to share their blessings so that
others in need can receive help
through LFS.

Like our forefathers over 100 years ago,
we know that by working together we
can accomplish so much more than each
congregation ever could working alone.
If you are a pastor, congregational or
LWML group leader reading this, LFS
could use your help. If you are an individual reading this, LFS could use your help,
too. Remember the important work of
our Convention—especially our 97% supported resolution to fund LFS annually at
3% of annual budget—and make a generous gift today.
If your congregation is not yet able to
meet this target, please make a gift of
any size. Your partnership is needed. Mail
a gift to the address above, or give online
at LutheranFamiyService.org/donate.
Thank you, God bless you and may He
bless our work together as we care for so
many in His name!

Iowa Lutheran School Tuition Organization (ILSTO)
Update by Dewey Torkelson
ILSTO Program Manager
•
•
•

Over 700 Lutheran students were awarded approximately $700,000 this spring in
tuition assistance for the 2019-2020 school year at our Iowa Lutheran elementary and
secondary schools.
The Iowa legislature increased the amount of tuition credits last year from $12 million
to $13 million in 2019 to $15 million in 2020 for the STO program in the state of Iowa.
ILSTO’s maximum amount of donations increased from $806,000 in 2018 to $851,000
for 2019. We, however, did not reach our goal in 2018.

We need your help to fully fund ILSTO for 2019. On May 22, ILSTO awarded $700,000 to
700 Lutheran students across the state of Iowa for the 2019-2020 school year. $50,000 more
could have been awarded if we had hit our goal in 2018. Please take this message to your
congregation to be sure that Lutheran students receive the maximum amount set by law.
Donations in 2018 ranged from $100 to $50,000 as many faithful donors saw the tax
advantages of the STO as a way to benefit Lutheran parochial school students and families
across the state of Iowa. If you pay Iowa taxes, consider making a donation to the ILSTO to
help students in Iowa attend a Lutheran elementary or Lutheran high school. Donors receive
a 65% tax credit on their Iowa tax return and a Federal itemized deduction. Please consult
your tax preparer for the impact on your tax situation.
For details contact Dewey Torkelson at 712-260-2991 or deweytorkelson@hotmail.com.
To access a donor form, go online at www.iowalutheransto.org.

Operation Barnabas
A Network of Care
The Operation Barnabas Committee at Immanuel Lutheran Church in Spirit Lake has had
a very busy year with activities and remembrances. This newly formed group boasts an
average attendance of 10 at their meetings and many more who help and assist with the
various projects that they promote. Some of their projects include:
1.

2.
3.
4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

Veterans Day observance: With Veterans Day falling on a Sunday
last year the committee along with the pastors and secretaries of
the congregation contacted and invited veterans in the
congregation as well as family members and friends who have
served to be present for a special recognition Sunday. Patriotic
songs were sung, a special video viewed, and each veteran was
called forward to receive from the pastor a certificate of
appreciation. Following the worship service, the veterans stood in
a line to receive personal words of appreciation from all who
attended the worship service and enjoyed a special cake.
Birthday Card program: Each month after our meeting, the
committee signs cards which will be mailed to the veteran for his/her birthday.
Veteran of the Month recognition: Each month in our church newsletter one veteran from our congregation
is featured. An article is written and is accompanied by his/her picture.
Veteran and Active Duty display: On display in one of our hallways are
pictures of veterans in the congregation. As these are pictures of them
in uniform, a folded paper is below each picture that can be lifted to see
the name of the veteran. Directly across the hall from the veterans’
display is a similar display of those now serving on Active Duty. Their
names and relationship to Immanuel are included by their pictures.
Four Chaplains Sunday: As Four Chaplains Day fell on a Sunday this
year, a short video describing the Four Chaplains who gave their lives to
save others was shown after the worship service.
Care Packages for Active Duty: Using Thrivent cards, donations from
members, and budgeted funds, care packages were sent to those
serving on Active Duty as a Christmas gift from the congregation.
Memorial Day weekend: A special red, white, and blue floral display was put in the sanctuary to honor those
fallen in battle, a United States flag was flown, a video commemorating Memorial Day was shown, and the
fellowship area was decorated in patriotic colors.
Our committee is currently working with Camp Okoboji, Lutheran Family Service, the Des Moines VA, and
Music Therapy of the Rockies to sponsor a retreat for veterans suffering from PTSD. We are also working on
promoting Suicide Awareness to the public due to the high percentage of veteran suicides.

