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On a Mission to Support Christ’s Mission!

CALLS DECLINED
Rev. Don Pobanz, St. Paul, Sac City, to Immanuel, Merna/Immanuel, Loup City, NE.
CALLS RECEIVED
Rev. Andrew Audette, The Remedy, Oakdale, MN, to Shepherd of the Valley, West Des
Moines.
Rev. Timothy Chase, Dodge Center, MN, to Concordia, Lake Park, IA/Trinity, Lakefield, MN.
Rev. Jeffrey Siegel, Candidate, Des Moines, to St. Luke, San Jose/Christ, Delaban, IL.
Rev. James Stogdill, Messiah, Johnston, to Grace, Stockton/Messiah, La Crescent, MN.
CHANGE OF STATUS
Rev. Peter Wegner, Peace, Des Moines, to Emeritus, July 1, 2019.
TRANSFERRED IN
Rev. David Splett, EM, from Iowa District East, August 1, 2019.
COMMISSIONED MINISTERS
CALL ACCEPTED
Douglas Erickson, Candidate, Paullina, to Baltimore Lutheran High School Association, Inc.,
Towson, MD.
PRESCHOOL CLOSED
St. John’s Kids of the Kingdom, Burt, June 18, 2019.

Calendar of Events
August 2...Early Childhood Conference, Gloria Dei, Urbandale
August 2-4...IOWAY Mission Trip to Council Bluffs/Omaha
August 4-9...IOWAY Mission Trip to Pacific Junction
August 8...Iowa East & West Principals Meeting
August 15...Iowa District West Board of Directors, District Office
Follow Iowa District West on these social media websites.
www.facebook.com/
IowaDistrictWest

www.twitter.com/
IowaWest

www.youtube.com/user/
IowaDistrictWest

Please note: The inclusion of items from outside sources in The Messenger is for information
purposes only. Inclusion of such items does not constitute District endorsement.
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On a Mission to Support Christ’s Mission!
Use Your IRA for Charitable Giving
Are you over age 70½? Do you have an IRA retirement plan?

Did you know that you can have your advisor of your
IRA make a distribution from your IRA directly to your
favorite LCMS ministries? If you do so, you do not
have to show the distribution on your income tax and
the distribution counts towards your annual minimum
distribution.
This distribution could go to your local congregation, Lutheran Family
Service, Camp Okoboji, Mission Central, Lutherans For Life, Iowa District West or any LCMS ministry.
If you need help in learning about this type of tax-wise charitable giving,
contact me.
Jim Schroeder, Gift Planning Counselor-LCMS Foundation
jim@iowadistrictwest.org

For more information on Iowa District West activities,
view The Messenger at www.idwlcms.org/publications.php

Operation Barnabas Conference
Iowa District West Operation Barnabas will host their 7th
annual conference on Saturday, October 12, 2019, 9
a.m. to 3 p.m., at St. Paul Lutheran Church, Carroll.
Speakers will share a variety of ways you and your congregation can help veterans and our current military.
Learn more of the future of Operation Barnabas. Watch
for more information coming to your church soon!
LERT (Lutheran Early Response Team) Training
When: Saturday, November 2, 2019
Where: Trinity Lutheran Church, 641 3rd Avenue, Manilla, IA
Registration begins at 8 am (light breakfast & lunch will be served)
Facilitator: Ellie Menz, IDW Disaster Response Coordinator
Register online at https://form.jotform.com/81215292634959 or contact
Jill Davis at the IDW office: 515-576-7666. Please register by October
28.
Save the Dates: 2019 Junior and Senior High Youth Gatherings
Junior Youth – “Come to the Table” – October 19-20
Senior Youth – “Foundations Prepared” – November 15-17
Iowa Lutheran School Tuition Organization—ILSTO
A donation to ILSTO carries a 65% Iowa tax credit. Please consider
making a donation during 2019. To access a donor form, visit the ILSTO
website (www.iowalutheransto.org).
Contact Dewey Torkelson, ILSTO Program Manager, for details (712260-2991 or deweytorkelson@hotmail.com).
Creation Museum and Ark Encounter – 2019
Camp Okoboji is sponsoring a bus trip to the Creation Museum and Ark
Encounter. The bus will leave Camp Okoboji at 7am on Monday, September 23 and return late on Friday, September 27. For more information or to sign up, go to www.campokoboji.org or call Camp at 712337-3325.
Calendar of Events
August 2...Early Childhood Conference, Gloria Dei, Urbandale
August 2-4...IOWAY Mission Trip to Council Bluffs/Omaha
August 4-9...IOWAY Mission Trip to Pacific Junction
August 8...Iowa East & West Principals Meeting
August 15...Iowa District West Board of Directors, District Office
August 16-17…“More than Giving” Doxology Conference, Camp Okoboji

NYG Recap

Thomas Wilson
District Coordinator

Youth and adults from IDW joined with
23,000 others to attend NYG in Minneapolis
last month. These pictures provide a
snapshot of what our youth experienced.

Special thanks to Jenn Fuller for being the pregathering District
Coordinator and lining up our district event, taking care of
commuications, and ordering our district shirts.
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BUSINESS MANAGER NEWS

Iowa District West Congregations’ Mission Receipts
For the Month Ending June 2019
Anticipated Amount

$117,200

Actual Receipts

$98,930

Fiscal Year-to-Date Receipts
Anticipated Amount

$586,000

Actual Receipts

$556,302

Over (under) anticipated amount

$(29,698)

Use of Mission Receipts
Remitted to Synod (45%)

$263,700

Balance for District programs/operations

$292,602

Total Receipts

$556,302

Mission Receipts Compared With Last Year
Month ending June 2019

$556,302

Month ending June 2018

$627,024

Over (under) last year

$(70,722)

Stewardship Corner - by Ron Chewning - www.StewardshipAdvisors.org – 248.644.6150

WHEN JESUS CHANGED ZACCHAEUS’ HEART,
HE WENT FROM BEING A CHEATER TO A
GENEROUS GIVER. CHRIST’S LOVE AND
GRACE TRANSFORMED ZACCHAEUS
JUST AS THEY CHANGE US.
“For where your treasure is, there your
heart will be also” (Matthew 6:21).

.

As God’s people, we give because He first gave to us. “God so loved the world that He
gave His only Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life”
(John 3:16). God is a giving God Who keeps on giving and giving to us. God’s nature
is to give, and we have been made in God’s image. When we give cheerfully
and generously, we are being renewed in God’s likeness. Until
heaven arrives, we are doing what we were made to do, which is to
give. May God help us all experience the joy that comes through
giving.

Stewardship Spark / Monthly Mission Moment
Did you know that Iowa District West is one of the top districts in providing financial aid to students attending
our Concordia schools? The 2019 District budget includes $250,000 for financial aid, most of which comes from
restricted/endowment sources and LWML.
The District also helps pastors and professional church workers after they graduate. Since 2014, the District has
paid out over $250,000 in grants to reduce the educational indebtedness of 36 LCMS rostered workers in the
District (89 individual applications; workers can currently apply up to 5 years). Deadline to apply is November 1.
This is possible, thanks to generous people in the District who have remembered the District in their estate plans.

More Than Giving: A Conference on Stewardship
Pastors, elders, and stewardship teams – have you registered for the first ever Doxology program called “More
Than Giving?” Learn to develop healthy stewardship lifestyles among your member households. Mark your
calendar for the retreat at Camp Okoboji on Aug. 16-17. Click here to read more in the LCMS blog article and
see the poster included this month. Register online today at www.Doxology.us and contact Camp for lodging
assistance.

Secretarial/Administrative Assistants Fall Conference – Mission ImPossible!
The conference will be held on Tuesday, September 17 at Mission Central, Mapleton. Yes, for the first time the
program will be held at the world-famous Mission Central. If you have never been there, this will be your
opportunity to attend! All ministry assistant professionals are invited. Please register by September 1 to receive
the best rate of only $35 ($40 if registered after the deadline). You will receive conference materials, a conference
gift, lunch, and more! Rev. Dr. Brent Smith, Gary Thies, and Annetta Dellinger (www.AnnettaDellinger.com)
will speak on a variety of topics. Plan now to enjoy a full day at Mission Central! Read all about it - brochures
were mailed in early July and extra copies can be printed from the website (click here).

Church & Clergy Finance/Treasurer’s Workshop
Mark your calendar to attend the upcoming workshop this fall on Saturday, November 2 at
Camp Okoboji from 9 am to 3 pm. Pastors and any individuals within the church having
financial responsibilities should attend. The guest speaker will be Karen Sansone CPA. She
is the LCMS Tax and Compliance Director and brings a wealth of knowledge and expertise.
Thanks to Carole White and Lutheran Church Extension Fund for providing lunch. Entire
program expenses are paid by funds from the District’s insurance provider (American Church
Group & Brotherhood Mutual Insurance Company). Any questions, contact Roger Curtis at
the District office (515.576.7666 or Roger@IowaDistrictWest.org). The brochure/registration form is available
online.

Housing Allowance Good News!
The Freedom from Religion Foundation (FFRF) has decided not to pursue an additional challenge of the clergy
housing allowance at the Supreme Court level. This means that clergy housing and parsonage allowance
provisions will likely remain in place for tax year 2019 and for years beyond.
For those unfamiliar with court events, the legal battle over the clergy housing allowance has persisted for nearly
a decade. FFRF claims that the clergy housing allowance favors clergy as a special class of taxpayer and penalizes
ordinary taxpayers and 501(c)(3) organizations who lack such a provision.
FFRF initially won victories at the district court level in 2013 and 2017, but lost at Appeals Court. The next step
for FFRF would be to appeal to the US Supreme Court, but they state on their website “After counting heads,” we
concluded that any decision from the current court would put the kibosh on challenging the housing allowance for
several generations.”
Source: Clergy Financial Resources weekly newsletter

Concordia Plan Services (CPS) News
The 2020 “Decision Time” Health Election Material was mailed to all organizations in early-July. This includes
the Rate Notice, 3 new “Healthy Me” Options, and an overview of current participation. If a health plan change is
not made by the September 6 deadline, the ministry will default to the same health plan option.
Finance committees planning for next year’s budget should be aware that Concordia
Health Plan (CHP) will have a contribution rate increase in order to maintain the funding
of the plan. The CHP rate increase for 2020 for active members in IDW will be between
6.5% to 8.9% depending on the health plan option. A benefit of the CHP is there are no
commissions, broker fees, or targeted profit margins—it is your self-funded trust.
Approximately 92 cents of every dollar collected are used to cover health claims for our
members. All the plans continue to cover 100% preventive care. Staying healthy is important to
minimize rate increases.
The Concordia Retirement Plan (CRP) contribution rates will not change for 2020; the Regular Basis rate
remains at 8.7% (must be paid for anyone working over 20 hours a week AND more than 5 consecutive months).
If your ministry experiences a lot of Non-Rostered worker turnover, Concordia Plan Services has an option called
the Account Option. Please contact your Concordia Plans Representative to get more information.
The Concordia Disability and Survivor Plan (CDSP) rates will not change: with dependents 2.25%; without
dependents 1.2%. The rates are a percentage of the worker’s total reported annual compensation (must be paid for
anyone working over 20 hours a week AND more than 5 consecutive months).
Personal Spending Accounts (health savings accounts, health reimbursement arrangements, and flexible spending
accounts) give you the opportunity to help workers pay their out-of-pocket health care expenses with a taxadvantaged account. Further manages the Personal Spending Accounts for CHP members and seamlessly
processes claims. The employer spending account help line at Further is 866.309.8916 or online at
www.bluecrossmn.com/concordia.
Key dates:
• September 6, 2019 – CHP Employer Online Elections due to CPS
• October 28-November 15, 2019 – Annual Open Enrollment for workers and their dependents
• January 1, 2020 – Election of health plan becomes effective for the calendar year
To learn more about the personal spending accounts, health care options, or any other questions please contact
your Iowa Account Representative Sally Malinee at 314.885.6829 or email Sally.Malinee@ConcordiaPlans.org
or Brad Peterson at 660.641.5134 at email Brad.Peterson@ConcordiaPlans.org.
Discover the Joy of this New Stewardship Resource!
Stewardship Advisors has a new stewardship emphasis available. The theme is “Discover the Joy in Sharing God’s
Blessings.” The three weekly themes are:
• Jesus Is our Joy and Strength
• The Joy in Serving
• The Joy in Giving
Jesus said, “These things I have spoken to you, that My joy may be in you, and that your joy be full” (John 15:11).
Jesus is not referring to the fleeting happiness or pleasures of the world but the deep and abiding joy of being loved
by God through Jesus Christ. Filled with the joy of Jesus, we share His blessings with others. Experiencing the joy
that comes from sharing, we are compelled to share even more.
This emphasis contains bulletin messages, newsletter articles, letters, fliers, trifold brochures, lay reader talks,
worship helps, sermons, children’s messages, power points, commitment form, Bible studies, and answer guides.
It comes in a three-ring binder along with a CD. How much does it cost? It is FREE thanks to your stewardship
committee. The material is on the District Stewardship Resource webpage; click here to check it out!

Planning for Retirement Today…
To be Ready When It Comes!
A Pre-Retirement Workshop for
Professional Church Workers

How should I plan for retirement? Will I be ready? Will I have enough income? What will I be doing
with my time?
These questions, and more, have no doubt already crossed your mind. As a professional church
worker, now is the time for you to begin the process of planning for later stages of your life as you look
forward to “repositioning” from your current full-time position to a new beginning in retirement! If
you are approaching age 50, or older, or within a few years of retirement, now is definitely the time to
review your retirement plans. However, it’s never too early to begin planning!
Concordia Plan Services and Iowa District West will conduct a workshop for professional church
workers and their spouses to help them better understand the process of planning for retirement. This
workshop will include sessions on budgeting and finance, retirement income, envisioning retirement
lifestyle, health concerns, where to live, and what to do with your time in retirement. Since retirement
decisions have an impact on your entire family, the workshop is designed for couples to attend
together. (Or you can bring a trusted friend if you are single!)

Save the Date:
Friday & Saturday – November 8-9
St. Paul Lutheran Church, Ames
This retreat-style workshop will begin on Friday evening (7 pm) as you start to explore your
expectations in retirement. It will continue through Saturday afternoon (3 pm) as we look at
finances, benefits, and some of the lifestyle choices to be considered in planning for retirement.
It is a chance for you and your spouse (if married) to take time out of your busy life to begin
considering these very important decisions as you plan for your future!
There is no cost for this workshop; thanks to LCEF! Overnight lodging is the responsibility of the
attendee.
To register, contact Cristel Hoffman at 888-927-7526 ext. 6824 or Cristel.Hoffman@concordiaplans.org.
Please register by no later than October 18, 2019. We would like you to register in advance so that
adequate materials will be available, and we have an accurate count for lunch. Registration is limited to
the first 40 people.
After you have registered with the District office, Concordia Plan Services will send pre-workshop
worksheets for you to complete, and questions to begin asking yourself.
Paul Snyder will lead this workshop. He will also be available after the workshop to answer any
questions you might have. Call Paul at 1-888-927-7526 x6716 or email
Paul.Snyder@ConcordiaPlans.org if you have additional questions about the workshop.
Please share this information with others who may be interested!
Past participants have said: “All church workers should be encouraged to attend these workshops;” and
“I would encourage all my colleagues to attend;” and “This was a tremendous event! Keep it up!”

MORE THAN GIVING
A Conference on Stewardship
Sponsored by

The LCMS Office of National Mission
and
Iowa District West
August 16-17, 2019
Camp Okoboji
Milford

Led by the Synod’s Stewardship Director Rev. Heath Curtis and Assistant Director
Rev. Dr. Nathan Meador, this conference will equip pastors and laity to think
biblically and “Lutheranly” about financial stewardship in its broader context.

Rev. Heath Curtis

Rev. Dr. Nathan Meador

Your team or a committee from your church will bring home:
1. A fresh view of the undergirding theology of stewardship.
2. A candid overview of the financial challenges facing most churches, large and
small.
3. A preview of quality resources available.
4. Practical tools for stewardship flowing from the presence of Christ through His
means of grace.
5. The “More Than Giving” event concludes with a planning session
preparing each congregational team to return home, having designed a yearround stewardship action plan and strategies tailored to its own unique setting.

Program Cost: $30 (includes program fee and instructional materials)
Registration: At the www.doxology.us website or direct link:
www.doxology.us/events/2019-more-than-giving-ia-insight
Food & Lodging Cost: Conference food and lodging options at Camp Okoboji
range from $65-75 per person. The fee includes Friday’s lunch and supper as well
as Saturday’s breakfast.
Rebate: Upon completion of an evaluation form, apply for up to $50 grant to
assist in covering the registration and Camp Okoboji costs. Funds provided by the
Brotherhood Mutual Insurance Company Ministry Partnership Agreement.
Please contact Kellie Jones at Camp Okoboji before August 7 to reserve
and pay for food & lodging: 712-337-3325
Individuals staying at Camp may check-in beginning at 10:30 a.m. on Friday,
August 13. Lunch will be served at noon. The program event opens at 1 p.m. on
Friday and will conclude Saturday, before lunch.
Schedule: The complete event schedule is shown below.
Location: Camp Okoboji, 1531 Edgewood Dr, Milford, IA 51351.
Directions can be found at: www.campokoboji.org/contact-us.php

Event registration open through August 6, 2019

More than Giving: A Stewardship Conference
Tentative Event Schedule at Camp Okoboji
Friday, August 16
10:30-12:00

Lodging check-in with Camp Okoboji staff

12:00-12:30

Lunch

12:15-12:50

Conference check-in with DOXOLOGY staff

1:00-1:30

Welcome and Introductions

1:30-2:45

Now What? Stewardship Under the Cross

2:45-3:00

Break

3:00-4:15

Stewardship Conversion: Theology of Stewardship

4:15-4:30

Question & Answer session with both Pr. Curtis and Pr. Meador

4:30-5:30

Supper

5:30-6:45

Sectionals:
Clergy: You Need a Plan: Religious Landscape of America, Preaching, Teaching, Planning
as a Lutheran Pastor (Curtis)
Lay Leaders: Plan the Work and Work the Plan (Meador)

6:45-7:00

Break

7:00-7:45

Laity: Everyday/Every Parish Problems (Curtis)
Clergy: Honest Evaluation of Your Congregation’s Stewardship Culture (Meador)

7:45-8:30

Stewardship Planning (Meador)

8:30

Evening Prayer

9:00

Reception

Saturday, August 17
7:15

Breakfast

8:00-8:30

Morning Prayer Office

8:30-8:45

Coffee Break

8:45-10:00

Sketching a Plan (Curtis)

10:00-10:15

Break

10:15-11:00

Creating the Plan (Working with your congregational team)

11:00-11:15

Recap and Wrap Up

11:15 -11:30

Prayer for Travelers & Departure (no conference lunch)

Investment Interest Rates for Individuals
MINIMUM
Y.I. StewardAccount

Aug. 2019

TERM

RATE

APY

®

(portion of balance over $1,000 earns second-tier rate)

$25-$1,000
Over $1,000

-

3.500%
1.375%

3.557%
1.384%

$100
$1,000
$5,000
$10,000

-

0.625%
0.750%
0.875%
1.250%

0.627%
0.753%
0.879%
1.257%

$25

-

1.375%

1.384%

$500-$5,000
Over $5,000

2 yrs.
-

3.000%
1.250%

3.034%
1.256%

$500-$25,000
$500-$25,000
Over $25,000

2 yrs.
4 yrs.
2 & 4 yrs.

2.375%
2.875%
1.250%

2.396%
2.906%
1.256%

$500
$500
$500
$500
$500
$500
$500
$500

6 mos.
9 mos.
1 yr.
18 mos.
2 yrs.
3 yrs.
4 yrs.
5 yrs.

1.125%
1.250%
2.000%
2.125%
2.250%
2.375%
2.500%
2.625%

1.130%
1.256%
2.015%
2.142%
2.269%
2.396%
2.524%
2.651%

$100
$100

30 mos.
60 mos.

2.250%
2.500%

2.269%
2.524%

$100,000
$100,000
����

5 yrs. ���
60 mos.

3.000%
2.875%

3.034%
2.906%

$1
$2,500
$5,000
$15,000

-

0.625%
1.125%
1.500%
2.125%

0.627%
1.131%
1.510%
2.146%

StewardAccount® Certificate

Family Emergency StewardAccount®
(balances under $10,000 require monthly electronic investments)

ConnectPlus Term Note--Fixed

PartnerPlus Term Note--Fixed

Term Notes and IRA Term Notes-Fixed

Term Notes and IRA Term Notes-Floating

IRA Jumbo Note

HSA Certificate

10733 Sunset Office Drive, Suite 300 | St. Louis, MO 63127-1020 | 800-843-5233 | lcef.org
LCEF is a nonprofit religious organization; therefore, LCEF investments are not FDIC-insured bank deposit accounts. This is not an offer to sell LCEF investments,
nor a solicitation to buy. LCEF will offer and sell its securities only in states where authorized. The offer is made solely by LCEF’s Offering Circular. Investors
should carefully read the Offering Circular, which more fully describes associated risks. LCEF StewardAccount access features provided through UMB Bank n.a.
The Dedicated/Demand Certificates and StewardAccount are not available to investors in South Carolina. The Family Emergency StewardAccount is known as
the Family StewardAccount in the State of Ohio. ConnectPLUS is not available to investors in Ohio and Pennsylvania. Neither LCEF nor its representatives give
legal, accounting or tax advice. Consult your tax advisor as to the applicability of this information to your own situation. UMB Bank serves as a custodian of the
LCEF IRA/HSA Programs. The State of Washington has adopted a regulatory position that currently prohibits residents of Washington State from opening a new
investment unless they are already an LCEF investor.

Investment Interest Rates for Organizations
MINIMUM

Aug. 2019

TERM

RATE

APY

-

0.625%

0.626%

-

1.000%
1.125%
1.250%
1.500%

1.005%
1.131%
1.257%
1.510%

$1,000
$25,000
$50,000
$100,000

-

0.625%
0.750%
0.875%
1.250%

0.627%
0.753%
0.879%
1.257%

$500-$25,000
$500-$25,000
Over $25,000

2 yrs.
4 yrs.
2 & 4 yrs.

2.375%
2.875%
1.250%

2.396%
2.906%
1.256%

$500
$500
$500
$500
$500
$500
$500
$500

6 mos.
9 mos.
1 year
18 mos.
2 yrs.
3 yrs.
4 yrs.
5 yrs.

1.125%
1.250%
2.000%
2.125%
2.250%
2.375%
2.500%
2.625%

1.130%
1.256%
2.015%
2.142%
2.269%
2.396%
2.524%
2.651%

$100
$100

30 mos.
60 mos.

2.250%
2.500%

2.269%
2.524%

$1,000
$10,000
$100,000

5 yrs.
5 yrs.
5 yrs.

2.250%
2.375%
2.500%

2.269%
2.396%
2.524%

$1,000
$10,000
$100,000

60 mos.
60 mos.
60 mos.

2.250%
2.375%
2.500%

2.269%
2.396%
2.524%

Congregation Certificates-Demand
$100
Congregation StewardAccount Certificates
$100
$250,000
$500,000
$1,000,000
Cemetery Care StewardAccount®
®

PartnerPlus Term Note--Fixed

Congregation Term Notes-Fixed

Congregation Term Notes-Floating

Congregation Endowment Note-Fixed

Congregation Endowment Note-Floating

10733 Sunset Office Drive, Suite 300 | St. Louis, MO 63127-1020 | 800-843-5233 | lcef.org
LCEF is a nonprofit religious organization; therefore, LCEF investments are not FDIC-insured bank deposit accounts. This is not an offer to sell LCEF investments,
nor a solicitation to buy. LCEF will offer and sell its securities only in states where authorized. The offer is made solely by LCEF’s Offering Circular. Investors
should carefully read the Offering Circular, which more fully describes associated risks. LCEF StewardAccount access features provided through UMB Bank n.a.
The Dedicated/Demand Certificates and StewardAccount are not available to investors in South Carolina. The Family Emergency StewardAccount is known as
the Family StewardAccount in the State of Ohio. ConnectPLUS is not available to investors in Ohio and Pennsylvania. Neither LCEF nor its representatives give
legal, accounting or tax advice. Consult your tax advisor as to the applicability of this information to your own situation. UMB Bank serves as a custodian of the
LCEF IRA/HSA Programs. The State of Washington has adopted a regulatory position that currently prohibits residents of Washington State from opening a new
investment unless they are already an LCEF investor.

LERT needs you!
“..through love serve one another.” Galatians 5:13

Learn to prepare for a natural disaster or to help others and yourself
in times of need. Pastors who need to have certification to be on site
are also encouraged to attend. We need you!
Iowa District West has immediate need for LERT-certified
volunteers to respond after natural disasters and it times of need by
giving spiritual comfort and emotional support while providing food,
water, clean up, debris removal and helping with basic repairs. This is
an opportunity to exercise your Christian faith and use your God-given
gifts and talents to help others in need.
It’s easy to become a trained Lutheran Early Response Team
volunteer!
Take this opportunity to join members throughout IDW in this unique
Christ-centered mission. Attend the disaster orientation training event
to become FEMA certified through LCMS World Relief and Human
Care.

LERT needs you!
“..through love serve one another.” Galatians 5:13

Learn to prepare for a natural disaster or to help others and yourself
in times of need. Pastors who need to have certification to be one site
are also encouraged to attend. We need you!
Iowa District West has immediate need for LERT-certified
volunteers to respond after natural disasters and in times of need by
giving spiritual comfort and emotional support while providing food,
water, clean up, debris removal and helping with basic repairs. This is
an opportunity to exercise your Christian faith and use your God-given
gifts and talents to help others in need.
It’s easy to become a trained Lutheran Early Response Team
volunteer!
Take this opportunity to join members throughout IDW in this unique
Christ-centered mission. Attend the disaster orientation training event
to become FEMA certified through LCMS World Relief and Human
Care.

LERT TRAINING

LERT TRAINING

Facilitator - Ellie Menz, IDW Disaster Response Coordinator

Facilitator - Ellie Menz, IDW Disaster Response Coordinator

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 2019
TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 2019
TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

641 3RD Ave

641 3RD Ave

MANILLA, IOWA
9 AM - 12 PM

MANILLA, IOWA
9 AM - 12 PM

Registration begins at 8 AM
Light breakfast and lunch served

Registration begins at 8 AM
Light breakfast and lunch served

Register online at
https://form.jotform.com/81215292634959
(ENTER TRAINING CODE: 0034) Or contact Jill
Davis at the IDW office: 515-576-7666
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Tornados, fires and floods come unannounced! Residents of Pacific Junction,
Iowa did not plan to have a flood that covered their houses for a month, but
they got one.

Tornados, fires and floods come unannounced! Residents of Pacific Junction,
Iowa did not plan to have a flood that covered their houses for a month, but
they got one.
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to help families in the flooded area.
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A group from Immanuel Lutheran Church, Spirit Lake, headed by Duane
Tracy, will arrive late afternoon on Sunday, August 4. They invite you to join
them in helping to rebuild Pacific Junction.
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you can stay at a local motel at your expense. Glenwood is five miles from
Pacific Junction.
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You may bring your own tools if you wish, but the Northwest and Boone
Circuit LERT trailers will be onsite. If you are interested in helping part, but
not all of the week, that is fine.
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If you are not able to join the group on August 4-9, please consider helping
at a different time. Construction is starting now. Call Ellie Menz (515-3701159) to set up a time that works in your schedule.
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You do NOT need to be LERT trained to help. All willing hands and feet over
age 14 are welcome.
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To register, contact Duane Tracy (712-231-0614 - dtracy1958@gmail.com) or
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL FROM NEBRASKA COMES TO MISSION CENTRAL!
It was a beautiful day at the Lord's Mission Central to welcome a Vacation Bible School group
from the Wakefield, Nebraska area, which was directed by Missionary Pastor Willie Bertrand!
The students enjoyed being dressed in the clothing from so many countries and seeing the
artifacts from these countries in the barn museum. Pictured are several of the students dressed
up, and also the entire group in the Lord's Creation Theater. It was a blessing to have the
group’s picture taken at the Mission Central sign, as they held their closing devotions at the end
of the day. It was a time that these dear NOT NORMAL friends will never forget.

AMAZING "NOT NORMAL" GROUP COMES FROM
AUSTIN & BROWNSDALE, MINNESOTA!
What a blessing to welcome NOT NORMAL folks from St. John and Holy Cross Lutheran
Churches in Austin, Minnesota and also folks from Our Savior Lutheran at Brownsdale,
Minnesota to the world famous Mission Central on June 22, 2019!
Yes, an entire bus load came to spend
the day at this MIRACLE PLACE!
Pictured in front of our Mission Central
sign is this NOT NORMAL group of
folks from Minnesota.
These special people toured this place
that God has provided for HIS work.
They also heard reports from the
Lehman Family (Spain), the Cortright
Family (St. Petersburg, Russia) and the
Paul Family (Taiwan). It was a day
they will never forget.

MISSIONARY STEPHANIE WILDE VISITS MISSION CENTRAL!
June 25, 2019 was indeed a very special day! Missionary Stephanie Wilde drove all the way from
Parkers Prairie, Minnesota to the Lord's Mission Central! Stephanie has been called to work in
Puerto Rico to share the message of Jesus with people who have never heard of HIS name!
Here you see Stephanie in front of our Boss at Mission Central. It was a JOY for all of our
visitors from Nebraska to pray for and send Stephanie on her Missionary journey to Puerto
Rico. It was a special day!

READY FOR BAPTISMS IN THE CHAPEL AT MISSION CENTRAL!
Your Mission Central is a real place of MIRACLES each
day! Yes, on Thursday, June 27, we had THREE (3)
GIANT MIRACLES happen! We had two absolutely
amazing gifts come in from dear long-time friends of
over 30 years! These gifts were NOT expected, but God
arranged to have them arrive on this MIRACLE
THURSDAY!
The THIRD MIRACLE was the arrival of Dr. Michael
Segebart and Rev. Dan Vogel, long-time friends from
Manning, Iowa. These Miracle Missionaries came from
Zion Lutheran Church at Manning, Iowa, where they
brought something that will be a part of Mission Central
for many years to come! Rev. Vogel was the pastor at
Zion for 10 years, and he used this special baptismal font
to baptize so many over those years. With the
remodeling at Zion, the old baptismal font was replaced,
and where should it go? It came to be part of this
MIRACLE PLACE at Mission Central!
It was just PERFECT for our little wayside chapel at the
Lord's Mission Central! Here you see this new addition
to our chapel, and it is the right size, color and in just the
right condition.

MISSIONARIES VISIT FROM HONG KONG AND MACAU!
On Friday, June 28, 2019, we were blessed to have veteran missionaries, David and Barbara
Bush from Hong Kong and Macau, visit Mission Central.
David works with the Deaf Ministry of the Hong Kong Synod and also travels to Macau and
works with Pastor Michael Wu, who also has visited Mission Central.
The Bush family shared their story and showed
their PowerPoint presentation. It was such a
blessing to have them give their report on their
work.
This dear couple is pictured in front of our Boss
in the office at Mission Central. We were able to
send them with a special prayer.

AMAZING "NOT NORMAL" COMPUTER EXPERT INSTALLS NEW EQUIPMENT!
How does a "NOT NORMAL" Computer Technician spend his 4th of July? Like any truly "NOT
NORMAL" missionary, he spends his entire 4th of July from 7:30AM until very late afternoon at
the World Famous Mission Central!
Yes, this is exactly what Missionary Computer Expert Dr. Ron Maurer did when he installed an
entirely new computer system at Mission Central. Coming from Cherokee, Iowa, this special
man was able to install, instruct, transfer, educate an old man, and completely refigure two
computers for use in the office at Mission Central.
What a blessing to have his help, just when it was
needed! The Lord provides the right people at just the
right time to get HIS work completed at this MIRACLE
PLACE.
Ron is pictured at work in the office at Mission
Central.

Mission Central – LCMS World Mission
40718 Highway E16
Mapleton, IA 51034
712-882-1029

Gary Thies (gary.thies@lcms.org)
Rev. Brent Smith (brent.smith@lcms.org)
www.missioncentral.us

MISSION CENTRAL EVENTS
PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
Rev. Shauen Trump
Kenya East Africa
Saturday, September 7, 2019
1 PM

Cindy Wrucke
Czech Republic
Friday, September 13, 2019
1 PM

Rev. John Bombaro & Family
Riga Latvia
Friday, September 27, 2019
1 PM

Mission Central-LCMS World Mission
40718 Highway E 16
Mapleton, Iowa 51034
Phone: 712-882-1029

Gary Thies - gary.thies@lcms.org
Rev. Brent Smith - brent.smith@lcms.org
www.missioncentral.us
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!AMIGOS EN CRISTO!
News from La Iglesia Evangelica Luterana Amigos en
Cristo: Friends in Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church:
Vacancy Pastor Daniel Vogel, Denison, Iowa

SUMMER FUN AND MINISTRY
Summer is here with days of heat and rain
and with lots of activities at Amigos en Cristo.
Everything is growing and so are we. In June and
July we have been busy with Garage Sales to
raise funds for our annual Hispanic Family Retreat in August and also for scholarships for our
Hispanic children to attend Zion Lutheran
School in this next school year. And it’s a great
way to meet our diverse community in Denison.
Summer is also vacation time and four of our
families are or have been vacationing back in
their home towns in Mexico. When our Hispanic
families from Mexico go so far south to see their
families they stay for weeks and even months. So
we have missed them and look forward to their
return, hopefully in time for our annual Retreat
in August at Camp Okoboji. We thank the Lord
for this special time to walk together in Jesus!

Pictured are Antonio and Wendy with their children,
Jacob and Nazaret. Jacob is in Zion’s school. Wendy is
our church Treasurer. We are blessed to be a younger
church with children and growing families.

Iowa District
West, LCMS

AUGUST 2019

Taking a lunch break from setting up the Garage
Sale are (from left to right) Karina with Ruby,
Maria, Marta and Paula. We are blessed with
faithful workers who dedicate many hours to
this labor of love.

VOTERS MEETING IN JULY
Like all of our Lutheran congregations
Amigos en Cristo Lutheran Church has
quarterly Voters Meetings. In July we had
our meeting during a period of transition
for our church. As we plan for the future,
we are unsure who will be our pastoral
leader. Our Hispanic meetings are not
“normal” as in Hispanic culture the folks
like to talk and discuss and not particularly follow a set outline. So, our meeting
lasted over two hours as we made plans
for future growth, plans for calling a permanent pastor and plans for celebrating
our 20th anniversary this year. The highlight of the meeting took place afterwards when two guests in attendance
(Merlin and Alma) came to me and asked
how they could become members!

Page 2

RACHEL is our Plant Lady!
This summer we have been blessed with the help of Rachel
Mentink of Schleswig. She and her church, Immanuel,
Schleswig have always helped with our summer garage
sales but this year Rachel sold the most plants and flowers
ever. All her plants/flowers come from her own garden.
Rachel is a recently retired bilingual teacher. She also attends our Wednesday morning bilingual Bible Study.
Thanks for the blessings, Rachel.

Our clean up crew following our July Garage Sale that
raises funds for our annual Retreat and Zion School
scholarships for our Hispanic kids.

PRAY FOR OUR NEW ADULT STUDENTS
God is indeed great as we start new adult Confirmation classes with
Ruby, Merlin and Alma. I have been working with these three friends
of Amigos for many years, always encouraging them to join. But they
were not ready to make that commitment. Last month that suddenly
changed. Ruby has been a regular visitor to our Bible classes and retreats. After a recent Bible class she announced her decision to join.
Merlin is married to Azucena, she grew up in our church and Zion
School. Alma has visited our church for many years as she has family
members who are members. She now lives and works in Council Bluffs
and attends St. Mark’s Lutheran in Omaha but comes home on weekends and enjoys our service in Spanish. After our last Voter’s Meeting,
Alma & Merlin asked to join. Please pray for these three special young
adults, especially that they will become an important part of our ministry. While these three surprised me with their desire to join the
church, God is never surprised!

Merlin (left) and Azucena with Liam.
Merlin along with Ruby and Alma are
studying for membership at Amigos.

THANKS FOR YOUR SUPPORT
Our ministry is a joint outreach through our two Hispanic churches in west central
Iowa, in Denison and also in Storm Lake. We are so grateful for the congregations
and individuals who sacrificially support our ministry either with special donations or
by Thrivent Choice dollars. If you have any questions on how you can support our
Hispanic ministry, especially with Thrivent Choice dollars please contact your local
Thrivent Financial representative or call Thrivent at 800-847-4836. We thank all who
have shared their love with us in the past months. God bless you! You are welcome
to visit our services on Sunday: 10:30 AM at Grace in Storm Lake and 12:30 PM at
Zion, Denison!

Rev. Daniel Vogel
32678 Aspen Ave.
Manning, Iowa 51455
Home: 712-653-2354
Cell: 712-309-1292

E-mail:
daniel.vogel@ziondenison.org

PLEASE PRAY: + For our upcoming annual Hispanic Family Retreat at Camp Okoboji,
August 9-11. It is bilingual so all are invited. + For our new adults studying for Confirmation in Denison: Ruby, Merlin and Alma. + For the Calling process of a bilingual pastor to
serve Hispanics in Storm Lake and in Denison. + For the Vogel family as last month we
lost brother Ted. + For our members and friends traveling during the summer months.
+ For our Storm Lake ministry, for growth and stability. + In thanksgiving for the mission
hearts of the many individuals and congregations of Iowa District West who support the
Lord’s work among Hispanic immigrants in Denison & Storm Lake and also in our other
two missions in Sioux City and Des Moines.
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Rev. Henry and Ruthie Witte
1013 South Newton Street
Sioux City, IA 51106
712-202-4751
handrwitte@gmail.com
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Introducing Reverend Paul Flo, our new pastor called to help with the Hispanic outreach
in the Siouxland area working with both the Iowa West and Nebraska Districts.
I grew up in Hillsboro, Missouri, and come from a wonderful
family of six. My dad, Pastor Steven Flo, has been at
Grace Lutheran Church in DeSoto, Missouri for nearly 30
years. It has been his first and only Call. My mom,
Kimberly, took on the job of staying at home to raise four
crazy kids while also serving as organist at Grace. What a
blessing her loving presence has been to us all! Now,
she continues as organist and teaches private piano
lessons in the neighborhood. Kaari (35) is my oldest sister
and has faithfully worked in nursing homes for several
years. This year, she is completing a degree in medical
coding. Next is my sister Kaia (33) who's lived in California
ever since 2004 when she headed West for college at
Concordia Irvine. She has worked in the fashion industry
for several years and recently accepted a new job offer in
the Los Angeles area. My younger brother John (29) just
finished medical school and is soon starting his Residency
of Psychiatry at St. Louis University.
I fall between Kaia and John. Before coming to Concordia
Seminary, I graduated from the University of MissouriColumbia with a degree in Psychology. After graduating, I
was accepted into a program called Teach For America
which brought me to the Big Island of Hawaii for two years as a math and science
teacher. Since I was certain (at the time) I'd found my vocation as teacher, I completed
a Master's of Education (M.Ed.) at the University of Honolulu-Chaminade. After two
years, I was granted a Fulbright scholarship which brought me to Malaysia for a year as
an English teacher. During that year, I decided to return to Concordia St. Louis to study
theology. After a couple months I thought, "Okay, it's inevitable. God is dragging me

into the ministry!" I had been hesitant for many years as a PK (pastor's kid), but since
then, God has given me an enduring sense of peace with that decision (which is rare for
me). After two year of classes, I accepted the assignment of international
missionary/vicar in the Dominican Republic. Since I didn't know Spanish when I left,
saying that things were hugely challenging would be an understatement. But, thanks be
to God, I was able to pick up the language, learn from a wonderful missionary team, and
watch as God has used that experience to lead me into Hispanic ministry here in the
Siouxland area.
Now, the journey continues with my first Divine Call as Associate Pastor of Hope
Lutheran Church in South Sioux City, Nebraska. I am overjoyed to have received and
accepted this Call and I look to the future with excitement knowing that Christ is the
Lord of His Church and will certainly bless our work together in the ways He sees
fit. Praise be to Him!

Prayer Requests:
1. For a unified effort on the part of all our Siouxland Lutherans to reach Hispanics with
love, humility, and especially the good news of Jesus Christ.
2. That our Lord would open up doors to build trusting relationships with our Hispanic
neighbors. That we would be bold in our proclamation, and humble and patient as
we wait on the Spirit's workings.

In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

“One day he got into a boat with his disciples and he said
to them, “Let us go across to the other side of the lake.”
So they set out, and as they sailed he fell asleep. And a
windstorm came down on the lake, and they were filling
with water and were in danger.
And they went and woke him saying, “Master, Master,
we are perishing!” and he awoke and rebuked the wind
and the raging waters, and they ceased, and there was
a calm.
He said to them, “Where is your faith?” and they were
afraid, and they marveled, saying to one another, who
then is this, that commands even the winds and water,
and they obey him?” (Luke 8:22-25)
TROUBLED WATERS
This is one of the favorite Bible stories, Jesus and His
disciples crossing the Sea of Galilee. On the way across,
Jesus laid down to take a nap. A storm came down on
the lake and began to toss the boat around and the
waves of the sea crashed over the boat. While some of
the disciples were experienced fishermen, they were
apparently afraid and unable to calm the fears of the
others. They thought they were going to die right there in
the middle of the lake in the middle of the storm.
Perhaps, you have been in a similar situation: a car
accident; a grim diagnosis from the doctor; or maybe, you
have survived a storm—a tornado or flood. In the middle
of the situation or storm did you pray? To whom did you
pray and what did you pray for? Like the disciples of
Jesus we often pray for immediate deliverance because

“we are perishing.” We are afraid that we are going to die
right there in that moment in the middle of that storm or
situation.
When there was nothing else they could do, nowhere else
to turn, and no one else who could help them, the disciples
woke Jesus from His nap and pleaded with Him to do
something, anything to save them. Our response is the
same because we, like the disciples, are sinners who are
unable to save ourselves from anything. But God in His
merciful goodness and loving kindness sent Jesus into the
world to save sinners like the disciples and you and I.
When Jesus did wake up, His first words to them may seem
strange to us. After all, they had been with Jesus long
enough to have witnessed His ability to heal people of their
diseases and other miraculous things, even raising people
from the dead. Jesus said to them, “Where is your faith?”
Jesus’ question to us is the same, “Where is your faith.”
Where is the faith that I created in water combined with My
Word. Where is your faith in the promise I made to you that
your sins are forgiven on account of Jesus’ death on the
cross, when I made Him to be the sinner you are so that
you would be My righteous child who trusts Me for eternal
life.
Sometimes it may seem as though God is sleeping in the
back of the boat like Jesus was with the disciples, but He
is not. God neither slumbers nor sleeps. God the Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit are with you always, wherever you
go, whatever you do. God is with you to protect you from
the evil one, the devil and all the evil things he has
planned for you. God is with you because the Holy Spirit
lives within you. God is there to forgive you and to lead
you through the times of trouble. And with a word, God

calms the fears you have as a result of the storms in
your life. That Word is “I forgive you.”

THE LAMPLIGHTER

After calming the storm, Jesus challenges His disciples
to consider the answer to their question, “Who then is
this?” The question encapsulates the point of the story
which revolves around Jesus’ identity. Though any
Christian can answer the question like an armchair
quarterback, it is completely different when we are
facing trouble, real trouble. Yet, when we are
overwhelmed, Christ comes to our defense. He gives us
these words to repeat with confidence, the words of the
psalmist, “Yea though I walk through the valley of
the shadow of death I will fear no evil; for thou are
with me, thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.”
In the name of Jesus.
The Lord’s prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy
name,
Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it
is in heaven,
Give us this day our daily bread, and Forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory, forever and ever, Amen!
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God the
Father, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with us
all!
Amen!

August 2019
A Publication of The Lutheran Service
Auxiliary Sioux City, Iowa

The Good Shepherd Hour airs every Sunday
morning on the following radio stations:
KSCJ – 1360 AM & 94.9 FM

Sioux City at 8 a.m.

KLEM – 1410 AM & 96.9 FM

Le Mars at 8 a.m.

KAYL – 101.7 FM

Storm Lake at 8:30 a.m.

KVFD – 1400 AM

Fort Dodge at 8 a.m.
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Rev. Steven E. Stoll
Trinity Lutheran Church, Hinton

Theme: “Troubled waters”

AROUND THE DISTRICT

August 2019

Iowa District West

The following information is shared by District congregations/circuits.
To include your church’s event, etc., send information to sue@iowadistrictwest.org.

You are invited to join the members of Trinity Lutheran Church in Boone
on Sunday, September 15, 2019 to celebrate

Pastor Lindsay Watkins’ 40 Anniversary in the Ministry!
Special Church Services at 8 am and 10:30 am
Reception at Cedar Pointe Golf Course from 1-3 pm
9 hole Best Ball Golf Tournament at 3:30 pm
For more information, contact the church office at 515-432-5140.

Advent Wreath Available
The wrought iron Advent wreath from Immanuel, Adair is available to any congregation
that may have a use for it. If interested, please contact Rev. Ted Weishaupt (cell: 712249-0240) to make arrangements for pick-up.

Sunday, August 18 at 3:30 p.m.
Zion Lutheran Church, Manning (655-2352)
Free
Everyone invited
Refreshments following

Featuring:
Organ students of Dr. J Gordon Christensen of
St. Paul’s Music Conservatory (Council Bluffs),
including:
Jeremiah Bolin, Timothy Conner, Nathanael
Conner, Catherine Conner, Thomas Koch, Timothy
Pobanz, Augustine Termeus, Shelby Underwood,
and Zachary Zieschang

Camp Okoboji is hosting a bus trip to visit the Creation Museum and Ark Encounter on September 23-27,
2019. The cost for the trip includes transportation, hotel rooms, and tickets to the attractions. All meals
are on your own.
Single Occupancy rate is $975
Multiple Occupancy rate is $675 per person
To sign up, request a registration brochure from Camp, use the one in the District Messenger, or print off
the one on the Camp Okoboji website: www.campokoboji.org.
For more information, contact Lori Gamble (712-337-3325 or lori@campokoboji.org)
The bus will depart from Camp Okoboji and will also have a pick up point in the Fort Dodge area.

LOCK-INs MADE SIMPLE!
Partner with Camp Okoboji to host REVIVE, a lock-in for junior and senior high youth!

REVIVE exists to build up youth in the faith, provide leadership opportunities to students,
and introduce youth to Camp Okoboji’s staff, activities, and engaging games. REVIVE will
refresh youth through the fun and fellowship of games, snacks, and community building
activities. Through REVIVE, youth will be spiritually refreshed as they will be challenged
to understand the faith in Christ and take further ownership of it. If your congregation is
interested in partnering with Camp Okoboji to host REVIVE at your church, go to the
Camp Okoboji website (www.campokoboji.org), check out available dates,
download the 2019 Information Packet and submit a REVIVE Request Form.
Let the Camp Okoboji fun come to you and your youth group! You can also contact Izaak
Wendorff at the Camp Okoboji office—712-337-3325.

Advent by Candle Light—A Thrill of Hope!
Notice to ALL LADIES AND LWML GROUPS!
Camp Okoboji will be hosting an evening event on Saturday,
December 7, 2019 beginning at 6 PM! Ladies groups are
encouraged to bring your prettiest table setting and
decorations for an evening set to prepare us for the Advent
Season. You are invited to bring a group of 6-8 people to
experience this fun evening of fellowship, worship, and of
course a delicious meal. Cost for the meal and program is
only $20 per person! If you or your group would like to stay
at Camp that evening, there is an additional cost of $30 per
person.
To sign up for a table, contact Lori Gamble (712-337-3325 or lori@campokoboji.org).

The 2019 Iowa District West Lutheran Schools Outdoor Education Retreat will be held on
September 18-21, 2019! All IDW Lutheran Schools are invited to attend. The program is
geared for 4th-6th graders, so however your school chooses to work out the details is great!
The program will include Bible study, music, the Prairie Ecology Bus, a trip to the Dickinson
County Nature Center, a hike on the interpretive trail, games, and more! Schools will be
receiving a packet of information soon!

Fun Adventure for Anyone!

Cost for this trip includes:


Bus Transportation



Hotel room



Tickets to the Creation Museum and the
Ark Encounter

The Quality Inn and La Quinta will have
complimentary breakfast and free WiFi.
All other meals will be on your own. While
traveling, our lunches will be at fast food

The Answers in Genesis Creation
Museum is a one-of-a-kind, high-tech
museum, filled with animatronic displays
(e.g., moving dinosaurs), striking videos, a
state-of-the-art planetarium, Special
Effects Theater, etc., that is spread out
over 60,000 square feet, incorporating up
to 40-foot ceilings to contain some of its
massive exhibits. The museum will go
beyond telling the compelling story of the
creation of life on this planet to
proclaiming the Bible as supreme authority
in all matters it addresses.
Ark Encounter features a full-size Noah’s Ark,
built according to the dimensions given in the
Bible. Spanning 510 feet long, 85 feet wide,
and 51 feet high, this modern engineering
marvel amazes visitors young and old. Ark
Encounter is situated in the beautiful
Williamstown, Kentucky, halfway between
Cincinnati and Lexington on I-75. From the
moment you turn the corner and the towering
Ark comes into view, to the friendly animals in
the zoo, to the jaw-dropping exhibits inside the
Ark, you’ll experience the pages of the Bible
like never before.

Camp Okoboji
Jesus at the Lake

Creation Museum and
Ark Encounter
Bus Trip

restaurants along the way. The Creation
Museum and the Ark Encounter have food

places for lunches as well. We will have
nice evening meals at sit down restaurants
which will be either within walking distance

Camp Okoboji

or the bus will take the participants.

1531 Edgewood Drive
Milford, IA 51351
Phone: 712-337-3325
Fax: 712-337-3318
E-mail: lori@campokoboji.org

September 23-27, 2019

Registration Form (please print)

Additional Information

What to Bring!


Bibles

Depart from Camp Okoboji at 7 am on
September 23, 2019 The first stop will be
in the Fort Dodge area to pick up
participants. The next stop will be at the
Quality Inn on Lynch Drive in Danville,
Illinois.

Address _________________________________

Participant 1 _________________ M or F

Participant 4 _________________ M or F



Comfortable walking shoes



Casual Clothing

On September 24, the bus proceeds to the
hotel in Florence, Kentucky to check in and
relax.



Camera

We will spend all day Wednesday at the
Museum.



Light jackets and umbrellas in case of rain

We will spend Thursday at the Ark
Encounter.



Snacks



Water Bottle



DVDs to watch on the bus (optional)

Our Vision
Refreshing Body & Spirit
Our Mission
We provide Sanctuary which connects guests
with God and His Creation

Family Name _____________________________

On September 27, the bus will leave at
7 am and return to Camp late in the
evening. There is lodging available at
Camp on Sunday, September 22 and
Friday, September 27 at an additional cost
of $15 per night per person for non-AC
facilities and $30 per person for AC
facilities. Please contact the Camp office
at the number below to reserve lodging.
Phone: 712-337-3325
Fax: 712-337-3318
E-mail: lori@campokoboji.org
Website: www.campokoboji.org

City/State/Zip ____________________________
Home Phone (_____) _____-______
Cell Phone (_____) _____-_______
Email ____________________@_____________

Participant 2 _________________ M or F
Participant 3 _________________ M or F

□ Single occupancy $975
□ Multiple occupancy $675 per person
□ Sunday Lodging At Camp $15 per person
□ Friday Lodging At Camp $15 per person
Fees include: Bus cost, Hotel costs, and tickets
to the Creation Museum and the Ark
Encounter. All meals are on your own.
Make Checks payable to Camp Okoboji.

If paying by Credit/Debit Card please include the
following information:
Card Number ______________________________________
Exp Date ___________ Sec Number _________
Total Amount $______
Name on Card _____________________________________

Our Values
Gospel, Safety, Excellence, Wellness,
Stewardship, Legacy

Camp Okoboji
1531 Edgewood Drive
Milford, IA 51351

Billing Address _____________________________________
City/State/Zip ______________________________________
Signature _________________________________________

Administrative Office
409 Kenyon Road
Suite C
Fort Dodge, IA 50501
515-573-3138
info@LutheranFamilyService.org
www.LutheranFamilyService.org

There’s Room for You Here, Sometime This Year!
What once stood as a beacon of hope for orphans and later for unwed mothers remains a
place for rest, renewal and opportunity for
many—including you—today.
Built in 1930, the Lutheran orphanage served
as the Lutheran Children’s Home Finding Society while there was a great need to find Christian homes for orphaned children. As the years
passed, the needs of Iowans changed and so
the home changed to serve the needs of pregnant women, young mothers and their children
in need of assistance.
Several years ago, Lutheran Family
Service re-opened the home with a
new name—the Lutheran Ministry
Center—for use by groups, couples,
and congregations of the LCMS.
Outreach programs are the primary
source of activity today, including
marriage retreats, youth retreats,
women’s retreats and a weekly group
for single mothers gaining life and parenting skills called MomTalk.
LCMS congregations are encouraged to
use this space as well. Would your LWML group
enjoy a day trip or an overnight event for one
of their meetings or a special program led by
an LFS counselor at the LFS Ministry Center?
Pastor, you and your elders or church council
might schedule a leadership development or
planning retreat, taking advantage of the
home’s meeting area inside, on the deck or
around the fire pit in the large beautiful yard.
Many who have stayed at the LFS Ministry Center describe it as a place of peace, of welcome
and of serenity. We think you will agree. The
home is dedicated to God and to His service
today, filled with His Spirit and standing on
nearly a century of love. There is room for you
here, sometime this year!
For more information about LFS-led events or
your congregation’s use of the home, contact
Holly Eldridge, LFS Operations Manager, at
heldridge@lutheranfamillyservice.org.
The LFS Ministry Center is located at 230 Ninth
Avenue North in Fort Dodge.

Iowa Lutheran School Tuition Organization (ILSTO)
Update by Dewey Torkelson
ILSTO Program Manager
•
•
•

Over 700 Lutheran students were awarded approximately $700,000 this spring in
tuition assistance for the 2019-2020 school year at our Iowa Lutheran elementary and
secondary schools.
The Iowa legislature increased the amount of tuition credits last year from $12 million
to $13 million in 2019 to $15 million in 2020 for the STO program in the state of Iowa.
ILSTO’s maximum amount of donations increased from $806,000 in 2018 to $851,000
for 2019. We, however, did not reach our goal in 2018.

We need your help to fully fund ILSTO for 2019. On May 22, ILSTO awarded $700,000 to
700 Lutheran students across the state of Iowa for the 2019-2020 school year. $50,000 more
could have been awarded if we had hit our goal in 2018. Please take this message to your
congregation to be sure that Lutheran students receive the maximum amount set by law.
Donations in 2018 ranged from $100 to $50,000 as many faithful donors saw the tax
advantages of the STO as a way to benefit Lutheran parochial school students and families
across the state of Iowa. If you pay Iowa taxes, consider making a donation to the ILSTO to
help students in Iowa attend a Lutheran elementary or Lutheran high school. Donors receive
a 65% tax credit on their Iowa tax return and a Federal itemized deduction. Please consult
your tax preparer for the impact on your tax situation.
For details contact Dewey Torkelson at 712-260-2991 or deweytorkelson@hotmail.com.
To access a donor form, go online at www.iowalutheransto.org.

Operation Barnabas
Typically, I would be writing to give chapters and congregations in
the district some ideas of how the Council Bluffs Chapter has been
serving their military and former military community.
However, a couple of recent news stories, one national and one
local, caught my eye and seemed worthy of passing along.
The first story is that one of the last surviving members of the
Tuskegee Airmen passed away in California at age 99. Robert
Friend tried to enlist in the army but he was denied from learning to
fly. So, he enrolled in aviation lessons at a university in Pennsylvania and was ready to join
when the Army lifted the ban on African-American pilots in 1941. During WWII he flew 142
combat missions and then served in the Korean and Vietnam wars, spending 28 years in the
military.
The Tuskegee Airmen were part of the “Tuskegee Experience” (located in Tuskegee, Alabama)
that trained African-Americans to fly and maintain combat aircraft. The Airmen became a
highly respected fighter group, overcoming segregation and prejudice.
The second news story is a great example of Matthew 25:40 in action. “The King will reply,
‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you
did for me.’”
Dale Wayne Quick, a Korean War veteran, passed away June 13 in Lincoln, Nebraska at age 91.
He had no known living relatives nearby and his wife died in 1987. But that didn’t mean no
one attended his funeral. Hundreds attended the service and then went to the cemetery. A
couple of nieces and nephews from out of state came; but most of the attendees didn’t know
Dale. They simply wanted to show their respect. The Patriot Guard Riders rolled in on their
Harleys. And of course, there was the 21-gun salute.
We must never forget the sacrifices of the men and women who served in the military to protect
our freedoms. Lincoln, Nebraska didn’t forget.
Here’s a reminder to watch for more information on the annual Operation Barnabas Conference
October 12 in Carroll. If you are curious about Operation Barnabas and our work with the
military, please join us. The only charge is for your time.
Nancy Goddard, Council Bluffs Chapter

Pastors
Golf
Day
WHEN: Monday, August 26, 2019
WHERE: Ida Grove Country Club
TIME: 9 am
FEE: $20 (two rounds of golf with cart and lunch)
PLAY: First round, scramble/best ball
CONTACT:

Rev. Don Winterrowd

(stpaulidagrove@gmail.com or 712-364-2918)
Deadline to register is August 23.

