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Rev. Stephen Kieser, Faith, Plano, TX, to Zion, Paullina.
Rev. Christopher Lockie, Prince of Peace, Racine, WI, to St. Paul, Carroll.
Rev. Ralph Shorey, Faith, Sioux City, to Trinity, Medford/Chelsea, WI.
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On a Mission to Support Christ’s Mission!
God’s Word Lights My Path
The Christmas season is a common time to feel like
you are drifting through life. Maybe you have been there
too. It has been a rough year, perhaps a turbulent few
years. The hurts, pains, and disappointments of life have
caused you to drift; having no clear objective. Have you
lost your way? Is your head up in a cloud and your faith
in a fog? December is the time you look at your past
disappointments. As you peak into the new year, instead of a sense of anticipation, you only get stressed.
To be honest, there are plenty of reasons for us to have doubt and
uncertainty as we finish 2019 and begin 2020. Will the economy continue at these record levels or will it come crashing down around us? Will I
have a job five months from now? Can I count on my health remaining
intact? These concerns are real and things to be stressed about, to
have doubts about the future. When I'm confused, and I don't know
which way to go, I read John 8:12 "Jesus said, I am the Light of the
world. So, if you follow me, you won't be stumbling through darkness,
for living light will flood your path."
When you face doubts, there is a reliable source that you know will
always give you the right advice and never steer you in the wrong direction. Is there any place in the world you can get that kind of help?
Yes. It's called God's Word. It won't steer you the wrong way. "For it is
you who light my lamp; the Lord my God lightens my darkness" (Psalm
18:28). God is the only reliable guide for life! Have a blessed 2020.
.Rev. B. Keith Haney, Assistant to the President
keith@iowadistrictwest.org

Concordia Seminary and Taste of the Sem
Is there a young man in your high school youth group who has gifts that
would be well served in pastoral ministry? Do you have a high school
student who has expressed an interest in the pastoral ministry? If so,
encourage him to check out Concordia Seminary’s “Taste of the Sem,”
being held February 15-17, 2020. During this on-campus event, young
men considering the ministry will be connected with a current seminary
student to see what life is like at Concordia Seminary, St. Louis. To register or to get more information, please check the Concordia Seminary
website at https://www.csl.edu/admissions/visit/taste-of-the-sem/. If you
would like more information, please contact Rev. Dr. Scott Holder in the
Admissions Office at 314-505-7225.

Church Work as a Career?
There continues to be a shortage of full-time church workers. You may
not realize how easily you could help recruit young people to consider
church work as a vocation. Consider planting the seed in the life of a
young child by recognizing gifts they have and encouraging them to be a
Lutheran pastor, teacher, DCE, or Deaconess. Our district is blessed
with the resources to give substantial scholarships to those pursuing
church work as a full-time career. Can you think of someone you could
encourage? Pray for them.
Visioning in 2020
Read our new Assistant to the President, Pastor Keith Haney’s page in
The Messenger on entitled “Mission Possible.” Pastor Haney would be
happy to help lead your congregation through a vision retreat. He will
guide you through the process of asking the right questions, exploring
your present vision statement, and identifying the people God has called
you to connect with in your community.
DON’T DELAY. DONATE TODAY.
The deadline for donating to the Iowa Lutheran School Tuition Organization (ILSTO) is December 31, 2019. At printing we are currently 35% of
our goal. ILSTO needs your help so we can meet our maximum amount
of tuition assistance. Please consider donating today to help fully fund
tuition assistance to students in our Iowa Lutheran schools. How much
Iowa tax do you pay each year? Why not send this money to help
Lutheran students’ families instead! Donors receive a 65% Iowa tax
credit and possible Federal charitable deduction. Forms are on the web
at iowalutheransto.org or call ILSTO program manager Dewey Torkelson
at 712-260-2991 for more information. Please call to make sure we have
credits available.
Calendar of Events
December 24-25...Christmas, District Office Closed
For more information on Iowa District West activities,
view The Messenger at www.idwlcms.org/publications.php
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Education Youth Family Life
Rhonda J. Mohr Assistant to the President 515-573-0010

ILSTO (Iowa Lutheran School Tuition Organization)
If you pay Iowa taxes, consider donating to the ILSTO to help students in Iowa attend a
Lutheran elementary or Lutheran high school. Please consult your tax preparer for the
impact on your tax situation especially with new Federal tax regulations. For details
contact Dewey Torkelson at 712-260-2991. Forms can be found at
www.iowalutheransto.org.

Strengthening Your Marriage Workshops
Sponsored by IDW Education and Family Life Committee
Choose One and Save the Date – Registration opens December 16
Workshops are from 9am-2pm
$40 per couple
Morning refreshments and lunch provided

February 8, 2020

February 15, 2020

Trinity Lutheran
Church

First English Lutheran
Church

Algona, Iowa

Spencer, Iowa

Workshop Facilitator

Workshop Facilitator

LFS Counselor
Toni Larson

Rev. Jonathon
Conner

Senior Youth Gathering November 2019
Main Speakers
Leon Jameson
and
Micah Steiner

Photo Scavenger Hunt – Your
group pictured with a cross!

Kari Smith with Lutheran Family Service speaks
on Confidence in one of the Breakout Sectionals.

Concordia-Seward College Students
served as our Young Adult Volunteers.

Night Life!
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MISSION POSSIBLE!
When Vision Takes a Back Seat on the Church Bus
Has structure taken the driver’s seat on the church bus? If your meetings are long and
focused on the budget, it is possible that vision has taken the back seat on the bus.
In the first post, we painted the picture of what it looks like when vision and relationships
are driving the direction of the church. Now, let’s reverse the drivers.
Appearing now in the front seat are structures and ministry. More about these two
elements. I don’t want you to misunderstand me. These two components of the church are
vital, but they need to be seated in the right place on the bus. When I talk about ministries,
I am referring to ministries that focus on outreach and structures that anchor
accountability. These are talented players; but, when structures are driving the church bus
and ministry is in the front seat here is what a typical meeting agenda looks like.
Call to Order
Opening Prayer
Review of Agenda
▪
Reading of the Minutes from the last meeting
Treasurer’s Report –
Pastor’s Report –
Committee Reports –
Old (Unfinished) Business
(Items that have been postponed from or not finished from previous meetings are handled
here.)
New Business
Adjournment
This meeting may take two to three hours to complete this agenda and somewhere along
the way the meeting gets derailed by older members of the church who go into a church
version of Bruce Springsteen’s “Glory Days.” This is how the song goes.
It was the time in their congregation’s history that every single program and event seemed
to work. Whether it was the Ladies’ Aid sewing circle or the men’s workday. They were
never at a loss for volunteers, and the building was abuzz with activity. The Sunday school
classrooms were standing room only. The former pastor was a ministry rock star. And
you, being the new pastor, will never live up to that legend. The church had money to burn,

and there were multiple services because they could not fit all the people into the building
in just one.
Everyone was happy, and the church was growing. But now your meetings are dull, dry,
and long. Nowhere in the agenda above can you find vision or a plan to build relationships
with unchurched people. Your entire meeting revolves around taking care of the people
who are already connected to Christ and maintaining the building that houses the already
converted. A vision that could add energy and direction and relationship with those
outside the walls have taken a backseat to ministry to the already heaven bound.
It’s Time to Flip the Drivers
To be clear about this point, vision is from God. Vision may seem far beyond our reach and,
if so, that may be an indicator that we are heading in the right direction. If the vision is
comfortably within our capabilities, God does not receive the glory. But if the vision is
“God-sized” in scope, meaning impossible without God’s intervention, then God receives
the Glory and Him alone!
So, what do you need to do? You need to start with asking the right questions. At your next
leadership meeting, flip your agenda. Put new business first. Start exploring these type of
questions: Do you have a good vision statement that points you clearly to your reason for
existence? Who are the people God has called you to connect with in your community?
Once you figure out if your vision statement is pointing toward those outside your walls,
you will know it is from God. These are the fundamental questions a compelling and
inspiring vision statement will answer:
Some Questions to Discuss with your Leadership Team
• What are the end results you will see when this vision is accomplished? (End
results being who are the people, stories, events or works of the Holy Spirit that are
on full display in your ministry?)
• Who in the community is being impacted by this vision?
• How are you developing a discipleship culture? That is, a culture of equipping the
saints, multiplying and sending the saints of God into the mission field.
• How are the members living out the vision and what impact does it have on them
and the community we are called to serve?

If you are interested in going through a vision retreat, please feel free to contact me at
keith@iowadistrictwest.org or 515-573-0053 (cell).
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BUSINESS MANAGER NEWS

Iowa District West Congregations’ Mission Receipts
For the Month Ending October 2019
Anticipated Amount

$117,200

Actual Receipts

$115,339

Fiscal Year-to-Date Receipts
Anticipated Amount

$1,054,800

Actual Receipts

$1,008,001

Over (under) anticipated amount

$(46,799)

Use of Mission Receipts
Remitted to Synod (45%)

$474,660

Balance for District programs/operations

$533,341

Total Receipts

$1,008,001

Mission Receipts Compared With Last Year
Month ending October 2019

$1,008,001

Month ending October 2018

$1,060,543

Over (under) last year

$(52,542)

Stewardship Corner - by Ron Chewning - www.StewardshipAdvisors.org – 248.644.6150

AMONG THOSE THINGS FOR
WHICH WE GIVE THANKS,
LET THE GIFT OF OUR SAVIOR
BE AT THE TOP OF OUR LIST.
“Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift!”
(2 Corinthians 9:15).

Thanksgiving is a time to reflect on the provision God has made for us in all ways at all times. As we list
our blessings, we find that we have all we need and more besides. That “besides”
is what the Apostle Paul addressed in 2 Corinthians 9:11: “You will be
enriched in every way to be generous in every way, which through us will
produce thanksgiving to God.” And so, the cycle continues as the thankful
heart responds in giving and sharing which results in more thanks being given
to God! God equips us and motivates us to give, and, through our generosity,
He is glorified.

Stewardship Spark / Monthly Mission Moment
This issue of The Monthly includes the congregational giving from the fiscal period February 1 - October 31.
Thank you to the 169 congregations and mission starts for your mission and ministry support. Praise God for
congregations’ generous giving and thanks to five circuits for 100% mission and ministry support (Cherokee, Des
Moines East, Le Mars, Mapleton, Spencer, and Storm Lake).
The total 2019 District budget is $2,421,610 of which 56% directly supports missions! To view the recent
Stewardship Annual Mailing and see the budget summary, staff mission team, and more go to
www.idwlcms.org/stewardship.php (click on Annual Mailing).

Congregational Quarterly Financial Report
Included in The Messenger is the mission giving summary for the 3rd quarter of the District fiscal period. Please
review your church’s mission contribution to make sure your budget receipts are up-to-date. This report includes
District/Synod pledges (no restricted funds). Thank you for your mission and ministry support!

Help Make Lutheran Schools Affordable
The Iowa Lutheran School Tuition Organization has been established to assist families who want a Christian
education for their children. You can help schools by giving a donation through the Iowa Lutheran School Tuition
Organization. Your gift will receive an Iowa Tuition Tax Credit for 65% of your donation. Additional
information is available online at www.iowalutheransto.org or email/call Deweytorkelson@hotmail.com or
712.260.2991.

Fiscal Year-End District Remittances
Final receipts for 2019 will be received and credited to congregations through January 25, 2020. The District’s
fiscal period ends January 31, 2020. We ask that all receipts be mailed before the deadline to ensure they will be
credited to the correct fiscal period.

2020 Receipt Vouchers
New vouchers for District mission and ministry support will be mailed in mid-January for remittances beginning
February 1, 2020. Receipts for non-budgetary agencies (for example, missionaries in the District, Camp Okoboji,
Lutheran Family Service, Lutherans For Life) should be sent directly to the organization.

2020 IRS Form W-4
The IRS has a new W-4 for next year which includes the Tax Cuts and Job Act information:
• Almost doubling the standard deduction from $6,500 to $12,000 for individual filers and $13,000 to
$24,000 for joint returns.
• Increasing the Child Tax Credit from $1,000 to $2,000 for children younger than 17 (and $500 for other
dependents).
• Some itemized deductions that are still on the books include qualifying home mortgage interest,
charitable contributions.

Employees hired on or after January 1, 2020, are required to complete the 2020 W-4. The IRS is encouraging
all taxpayers to take this opportunity to review their federal tax withholding information to make any
necessary adjustments to income and marital status, as well as review estimated deductions and tax credits.
“The primary goals of the new design are to provide simplicity, accuracy and privacy for employees while
minimizing burden for employers and payroll processors,” said IRS Commissioner Chuck Rettig in a press
release.
Employees hired before 2020 are not required to complete a new form. However, anyone who does wish to
adjust their withholding after January 1, 2020 MUST provide their employer with the new W-4 (helpful for
employees who undergo a major life change affecting withholding—such as marriage or the birth of a baby).

Church & Clergy Finance/Treasurers Workshop
Plan now to attend the upcoming workshop this winter on January 18, 2020 at Trinity
Lutheran Church, Jefferson from 9 am to 3 pm. Pastors and any individuals within the
church having financial responsibilities should attend. The guest speaker will be Mr. Bob
Joy, CPA. He has a wealth of knowledge and has nearly 30 years of financial experience.
Bob owns his own accounting company specializing in clergy taxes and is the financial
manager for a large church.
Thanks to Carole White and Lutheran Church Extension Fund for providing lunch. All program expenses are paid
by funds from the District’s insurance provider (American Church Group & Brotherhood Mutual Insurance
Company). Any questions, contact Roger Curtis at the District office (515.576.7666 or
Roger@IowaDistrictWest.org). The brochure/registration form is available online; the
direct link to register is https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/treasurer_wrkshp.

Overtime Law Changes for 2020
Beginning January 1, 2020, overtime pay rules will change according to the U.S. Department of Labor (DOL).
The federal law will generally require employers, including churches and nonprofits, to pay overtime to
employees who earn less than $35,568 per year (the current threshold is $23,660 or $455 to $684 per week).
To read the complete federal overtime law report from the DOL announcing these changes, click here.

Gifts to Church Workers
Christmas gifts from the congregation to church workers in most cases represent taxable
income and not a tax-free gift. Be sure to report correctly on the recipients W-2 or 1099
the amount of these gifts. Also important to note – donations made by members for
these gifts are not included as tax deductible contributions recorded by the church office.
When a church collects a love offering and informs the congregation that their
contributions will be receipted by the church, this requires the individual offerings to be
treated as a single distribution by the church. This triggers the rule requiring distributions by employers to their
employees to be treated as taxable compensation.
The exception is when members give their pastor or church staff a personal gift for special occasions or
Christmas. These personal gifts may be treated as nontaxable gifts by the employee because they were not
distributed by the employing church (more info under www.lcms.org/churchoffice “Taxes & Ministers” page 12
online).

Tax Calendar Summary for December 31
1. Housing Allowance: Churches must designate a portion of a worker’s (ordained minister and/or
commissioned minister) compensation as housing or parsonage allowance by December 31 in
order to receive the full benefit of a housing allowance exclusion for 2019. The designation should
be adopted during a council meeting, and be contained in the written minutes of the meeting.
2. Reclassification of workers: A worker who is treated as self-employed but wishes to reclassify as an
employee, should make the change on January 1 of the new year.
3. Marital status: Your marital status on December 31 determines your filing status for the year.
4. Handling end-of-year contributions: Generally, a contribution is effective when received. Donors must
deliver or mail (postmark) checks on or before December 31 in order to claim a charitable deduction for 2019.
Checks that are placed in the church offering during the first worship service of 2020 will not qualify for a
charitable contribution deduction in 2019 even if the check was written in 2019. However, checks that are
written, mailed, and postmarked in 2019 will be deductible in 2019 even if they are not received by a church
until 2020 (same principle would apply to donations given electronically).
5. Order IRS tax forms: December is a good time to order copies of forms W-2, W-3, 1099, and 1096; call
1.800.TAX.FORM (800.829.3676). You can also download the current withholding charts for both Iowa and
Federal as well as many tax forms at www.state.ia.us/tax or www.IRS.gov

Congregation Mission Support - Unrestricted Budget Receipts
February 1, 2019 –October 31, 2019
Circuit

Congregation

Town

ADAIR

HOLY CROSS
ZION
ST JOHN
ZION
IMMANUEL
IMMANUEL
ST. THOMAS
FAITH
FIRST

ANITA
ATLANTIC
CASEY
DEXTER
GREENFIELD
GUTHRIE CENTER
PANORA
WINTERSET
WIOTA

Communicants
136
538
123
186
118
200
110
37
96

Total
ALGONA

TRINITY
ZION
ST JOHN
ST LUKE
ST PAUL
ST JOHN
ST JOHN
ST PAUL
IMMANUEL
IMMANUEL
ZION
TRINITY
OUR SAVIOR
PEACE
ST PAUL

ALGONA
AYRSHIRE
BURT
CYLINDER
EMMETSBURG
FENTON
GARNER
GARNER
LIVERMORE
LONE ROCK
LUVERNE
MALLARD
SWEA CITY
WEST BEND
WHITTEMORE

955
30
244
134
270
130
177
366
69
115
91
154
36
134
145

Total
BOONE

MEMORIAL
ST PAUL
ST. PAUL
TRINITY
CHRIST
TRINITY
TRINITY
ZION
TRINITY

AMES
AMES
BOONE
BOONE
BOUTON
DAYTON
JEFFERSON
OGDEN
PERRY

641
378
160
570
226
21
341
296
80

Total
CARROLL

ZION
ST. JOHN
ST PAUL
TRINITY
PEACE
IMMANUEL
TRINITY
ZION

ARCADIA
AUDUBON
CARROLL
COON RAPIDS
GLIDDEN
LIDDERDALE
MANILLA
MANNING

405
166
384
69
104
60
159
539

Total
CHEROKEE

ST. PAUL
TRINITY
PEACE
TRINITY
ST JOHN
ZION
PILGRIM
BETHEL

Total

AURELIA
CHEROKEE
MARCUS
MARCUS
PAULLINA
PAULLINA
QUIMBY
SUTHERLAND

293
399
240
113
275
537
94
234

Pledge

Actual Amount

0.00
20,400.00
200.00
200.00
5,040.00
5,000.00
0.00
600.00
1,500.00

0.00
15,300.00
0.00
200.00
3,825.00
3,750.00
0.00
675.00
2,123.25

32,940.00

25,873.28

62,000.00
5,000.00
4,500.00
4,500.00
16,000.00
7,200.00
6,000.00
24,000.00
5,000.00
12,620.00
5,000.00
28,600.00
0.00
16,500.00
4,800.00

46,505.00
3,000.00
4,218.00
4,090.99
11,999.97
2,500.00
4,500.00
18,000.00
3,695.00
4890.00
0.00
19,200.00
900.00
5,935.00
675.00

201,720.00

130,108.96

49,250.00
32,000.00
5,000.00
5,000.00
20,000.00
750.00
10,000.00
10,000.00
0.00

36.900.00
24,653.00
6,113.00
2,232.00
13,332.78
750.00
7,500.00
4,339.00
0.00

132,000.00

95,819.78

6,000.00
1,200.00
25,500.00
1,000.00
4,500.00
3,000.00
0.00
8,000.00

2,500.00
1,000.00
10,986.90
750.00
2,676.45
3,662.90
0.00
6,000.00

49,200.00

27,576.25

34,000.00
15,000.00
8,000.00
6,000.00
1,000.00
3,000.00
2,000.00
13,000.00

18,871.40
12,500.00
7,252.28
4,500.00
1,000.00
2,300.00
1,000.00
5,540.00

82,000.00

52,963.68

Per Comm.
0.00
28.44
0.00
1.08
32.42
18.75
0.00
18.24
22.12
48.70
100.00
17.29
30.53
44.44
19.23
25.42
49.18
53.55
42.52
0.00
124.68
25.00
44.29
4.66
57.57
65.22
38.21
3.92
58.99
35.71
21.99
14.66
0.00
6.17
6.02
28.61
10.87
25.74
61.05
0.00
11.13
64.41
31.33
30.22
39.82
3.64
4.28
10.64
23.68

Circuit

Congregation

Town

Communicants

Pledge

FAITH
ST. PAUL
TIMOTHY
TRINITY
PEACE
ST JOHN
ST. JOHN
IMMANUEL
FIRST
ST. PAUL
TRINITY
OUR SAVIOR

COUNCIL BLUFFS
COUNCIL BLUFFS
COUNCIL BLUFFS
GLENWOOD
HARLAN
HASTINGS
HONEY CREEK
LOGAN
MISSOURI VALLEY
OAKLAND
PERSIA
WALNUT

207
579
376
366
20
64
233
115
302
64
46
44

1,000.00
17,000.00
21,604.00
9,000.00
500.00
4,400.00
15,000.00
5,000.00
13,680.00
1,200.00
1,500.00
2,000.00

49.50
12,724.47
15,850.20
6,750.00
0.00
2,330.00
11,250.00
4,500.00
11,400.00
900.00
1,275.00
2,000.00

91,844.00

69,029.17

500.00
1,000.00
20,000.00
0.00
4,750.00
5,000.00
17,625.00

0.00
1,000.00
15,001.03
0.00
2,820.00
5,000.00
13,708.33

48,875.00

37,529.36

6,600.00
6,000.00
1,000.00
2,500.00
1,800.00
10,000.00
2,640.00
6,300.00
13,000.00

4,224.71
5,334.00
1,346.00
1,874.94
1,350.00
8,333.00
1,980.00
4,915.00
9,749.99

44,771.00

39,107.67

2,000.00
0.00
0.00
1,500.00
0.00
9,500.00
0.00
900.00
6,240.00
66,000.00
7,500.00
5,000.00

2,000.00
0.00
0.00
1,125.00
0.00
9,500.00
400.00
600.00
3,535.00
52,000.00
1,032.00
3,749.99

98,640.00

73,941.99

2,300.00
9,000.00
20,000.00
4,200.00
13,200.00
4,500.00
25,000.00
3,000.00
6,000.00
5,000.00
0.00
6,000.00

300.00
0.00
14,999.40
4,360.29
8,800.00
3,101.25
12,500.00
3,000.00
4,500.00
3,750.03
0.00
4,500.00

98,200.00

59,810.97

13,320.00
4,300.00
7,000.00
9,000.00
7,500.00
10,000.00
20,000.00
4,500.00

8,845.40
4,338.00
5,833.00
6,750.00
3,050.00
7,499.97
15,000.99
2,365.50

80,420.00

53,682.86

COUNCIL BLUFFS

Total
DENISON

FAITH
AMIGOS EN CRISTO
OUR SAVIOR
ZION
BETHLEHEM
ST JOHN
IMMANUEL

DELOIT
DENISON
DENISON
DENISON
DOW CITY
KIRON
SCHLESWIG

50
22
772
1461
215
105
510

Total
DES MOINES EAST CHRIST THE KING
ST PAUL
THE GATE
HOLY CROSS
CALVARY
HOPE
OUR SAVIOUR
PEACE
MT CALVARY

ALTOONA
ANKENY
ANKENY
CARLISLE
DES MOINES
DES MOINES
DES MOINES
DES MOINES
INDIANOLA

108
647
44
121
27
431
120
321
401

Total
DES MOINES WEST

FAITH
LIVING FAITH
ASIAN
MT OLIVE
SUDANESE
TRINITY
MESSIAH
CHRIST OUR SAVIOR
BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR
GLORIA DEI
TRINITY
SHEPHERD OF THE VALLEY

ADEL
CLIVE
DES MOINES
DES MOINES
DES MOINES
DES MOINES
JOHNSTON
NORWALK
POLK CITY
URBANDALE
VAN METER
WDM

449
180
10
330
25
170
79
35
443
2300
150
511

Total
FORT DODGE

MT CALVARY
HOLY TRINITY
GOOD SHEPHERD
PRINCE OF PEACE
ST PAUL
TRINITY
ZION
TRINITY
IMMANUEL
IMMANUEL
IMMANUEL
ST PAUL

EAGLE GROVE
FARNHAMVILLE
FORT DODGE
FORT DODGE
FORT DODGE
FORT DODGE
HUMBOLDT
KNIERIM
POMEROY
ROCKWELL CITY
ROWAN
WEBSTER CITY

67
222
536
195
1160
58
865
111
81
205
51
285

Total
LE MARS

TRINITY
TRINITY
ST JOHN
ST PAUL
FIRST
GRACE
FAITH
CHRIST

Total

HAWARDEN
HINTON
IRETON
IRETON
KINGSLEY
LEMARS
ORANGE CITY
REMSEN

391
284
24
380
384
544
296
190

Actual Amount Per Comm.
0.24
21.98
42.15
18.44
0.00
36.41
48.28
39.13
37.75
14.06
27.72
45.45

0.00
45.45
19.43
0.00
13.12
47.62
26.88
39.12
8.24
30.59
15.50
50.00
19.33
16.50
15.31
24.31
4.45
0.00
0.00
3.41
0.00
55.88
5.06
17.14
7.98
22.61
6.88
7.34
4.48
0.00
27.98
22.36
7.59
53.47
14.45
27.03
55.56
18.29
0.00
15.79

22.62
15.27
243.04
17.76
7.94
13.79
50.68
12.45

Circuit
MAPLETON

Congregation

Town

Communicants

Pledge

TRINITY
ST JOHN
ST PAUL
IMMANUEL
ST JOHN
ST PAUL
GRACE
ST PAUL
ST MATTHEW
ST PAUL

ANTHON
BATTLE CREEK
BATTLE CREEK
CHARTER OAK
CHARTER OAK
CHARTER OAK
CORRECTIONVILLE
IDA GROVE
MAPLETON
UTE

95
134
80
54
422
77
54
792
401
271

400.00
500.00
800.00
2,500.00
9,400.00
7,300.00
500.00
14,400.00
2,000.00
11,000.00

134.00
595.00
741.28
992.50
8,100.00
4,447.00
468.83
12,559.00
1,500.00
5,788.00

48,800.00

35,325.61

1,500.00
4,000.00
400.00
6,300.00
15,000.00
14,500.00
15,500.00
2,000.00
15,200.00
14,000.00

1,345.00
3,086.00
300.00
4,550.00
11,250.00
11,217.00
7,800.00
0.00
11,400.00
5,833.40

91,400.00

56,781.40

3,300.00
8,000.00
1,200.00
1,200.00
18,700.00
1,000.00
500.00
55,000.00
18,000.00

0.00
4,766.00
0.00
900.00
17,183.35
585.00
0.00
45,833.30
0.00

106,900.00

69,267.65

0.00
0.00
7,270.00
3,000.00
3,000.00
6,600.00
500.00
2,200.00
6,000.00
0.00

0.00
2,073.00
5,445.00
1,500.00
1,499.98
5,940.00
500.00
1,925.57
4,078.50
2,800.00

28,570.00

25,762.05

4,500.00
32,000.00
2,040.00
5,520.00
6,000.00
9,000.00
6,000.00
5,000.00
8,500.00
800.00
1,000.00
32,000.00
35,750.00
4,800.00

3,112.00
22,365.00
1,360.00
3,825.00
4,500.00
6,750.00
4,910.00
4,166.70
6,381.00
800.00
750.00
20,411.51
26,812.53
3,110.00

`152,910.00

109,253.74

12,000.00
4,900.00
18,000.00
7,700.00
10,000.00
5,000.00
14,200.00

10,112.25
5,348.93
12,222.17
3,750.00
7,500.00
5,979.38
1,253.67

Total
SAC CITY

ZION
FAITH
FIRST
PILGRIM
EMMANUEL
TRINITY
ST PAUL
ST PETER
ST PAUL
PEACE

AUBURN
EARLY
FONDA
LAKE CITY
LAKE VIEW
ODEBOLT
SAC CITY
SAC CITY
SCHALLER
WALL LAKE

52
54
22
231
357
222
450
36
207
425

Total
SIOUX CITY

ST JOHN
BETHEL
SHEPHERD OF PEACE
BETHANY
CALVARY
CONCORDIA
FAITH
REDEEMER
ST PAUL

CLIMBING HILL
LAWTON
SGT BLUFF
SIOUX CITY
SIOUX CITY
SIOUX CITY
SIOUX CITY
SIOUX CITY
SIOUX CITY

55
217
116
61
623
71
262
1170
716

Total
SOUTHWEST

ST TIMOTHY
IMMANUEL
ST JOHN
ST PAUL
REDEEMER
TRINITY
OUR SAVIOR
IMMANUEL
TRINITY
MT CALVARY

BEDFORD
CLARINDA
CLARINDA
CLARINDA
CORNING
CRESTON
LEON
OSCEOLA
SHENANDOAH
VILLISCA

10
231
554
227
123
239
53
114
119
104

Total
SPENCER

IMMANUEL
ST PAUL
CONCORDIA
ENGLISH
ST JOHN
ST PETER
ZION
PEACE
ST JOHN
OUR SAVIOR
CHRIST THE KING
FIRST ENGLISH
IMMANUEL
IMMANUEL

ESTHERVILLE
HARTLEY
LAKE PARK
LARCHWOOD
MAY CITY
OCHEYEDAN
OCHEYEDAN
ROCK RAPIDS
SANBORN
SHELDON
SPENCER
SPENCER
SPIRIT LAKE
TERRIL

272
341
140
44
113
133
73
249
188
21
128
740
730
142

Total
STORM LAKE

ST JOHN
ST PAUL
ST JOHN
ST PETER
GRACE
ST JOHN
ZION

Total
Grand Total

ALTA
ALTA
GALVA
NEWELL
STORM LAKE
STORM LAKE
STORM LAKE

207
256
334
131
344
389
294

71,800.00

Actual Amount Per Comm.
1.41
4.44
9.27
18.38
19.19
57.75
8.68
15.86
3.74
21.36

25.87
57.15
13.64
19.70
31.51
50.53
17.33
0.00
55.07
13.73
0.00
21.96
0.00
14.75
27.58
8.24
0.00
39.17
0.00
0.00
8.97
9.83
6.61
12.19
24.85
9.43
16.89
34.27
26.92
11.44
65.59
9.71
86.93
39.82
50.75
67.26
16.73
33.94
38.10
5.86
27.58
36.73
21.90

48.85
20.89
36.59
28.63
21.80
15.37
4.26

46,166.40
1,466,904
1,008,000.82

NOW AVAILABLE

5-YEAR JUMBO
FIXED RATE TERM NOTE AT 3%
When you invest with Lutheran Church Extension Fund (LCEF), funds are made
available to equip Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod pastors, churches, schools
and organizations to fulﬁll their call of sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

BENEFITS AND FEATURES
• Minimum $100,000.
• No maximum.
• New or existing dollars.

READY TO JOIN OVER 60,000
LCEF INVESTORS WHO SHARE
YOUR LUTHERAN VALUES?

VISIT LCEF.ORG/INVEST.

• Open multiple accounts.

LCEF is a nonproﬁt religious organization; therefore, LCEF investments are not FDIC-insured
bank deposit accounts. This is not an offer to sell investments, nor a solicitation to buy. LCEF will
offer and sell its securities only in states where authorized. The offer is made solely by LCEF’s
Offering Circular. Investors should carefully read the Offering Circular, which more fully describes
associated risks. The State of Washington has adopted a regulatory position that currently prohibits
residents of Washington State from opening a new investment unless they are already an LCEF
investor and 18 years or older. Rates as of Oct. 2019. Balance restrictions apply. Rates subject to
change. Visit lcef.org for details. 1019N056

5

Share the Love of Jesus
We can’t help everyone, but everyone can help someone!
But how? There are so many needs. The best thing is to just start.
Do something. Look around your family, church and community
to see what the needs are. Pray about how God would have you
help His people.
Consider some of the following ways to bring joy into someone’s life:
1.
BIRTHDAY BLESSING BAGS: In a birthday gift bag,
put a disposable cake pan, cake mix, can of frosting, bag of
balloons, candles, birthday card, paper plates and napkins.
Take these assembled bags to a homeless shelter or to a
community outreach.
2.
KITS FOR HOMELESS: Assemble items for individuals
to share with the homeless. Individuals can have the kits in their vehicle and can hand them
to a homeless person they see on a street corner. The kits could also be taken to a homeless
shelter. The following are ideas for items to put in a sturdy gallon zip lock bag: two
bandages, bandana, body/hand wash, wet wipes, bar soap, chap stick/lip balm, comb,
crackers, granola bars, gum, 2 disposable razors, two drink mixes, encouraging note, two
first aid wipes, two hand sanitizers, lotion, hard candy or mints, note pad, pen, shampoo,
socks, sunscreen, tissues, toothbrush, toothpaste, plastic spoons and forks, $5 McDonald
gift card, flashlight and batteries.
3. CONNECT 3: In Ecclesiastes 4:12 we learn that a rope made of three cords is hard to break.
Get together with two people and start brainstorming. Be creative and pray for God’s
guidance. List ways that the three of you can be a blessing to others. Examples:
• Visit residents at a nursing home for an hour.
• Bake cookies and/or casseroles and freeze; give to people who are coming home
from the hospital, new visitors at church, etc.
• Grab your chainsaw and help someone who is not able to trim their trees.

•
•

Make or buy greeting cards and send to new members, people who need a word
of encouragement, etc.
Be creative. Make it fun. There are a zillion ways you can have fun lending a
helping hand. Include children, young adults and the elderly. Do what fits your
personality. Share God’s love!

4. BOOKMARKS: Make simple bookmarks of white poster board. Print the name and birth
date of the children in your Sunday school. Have the children color or decorate their
bookmark during Sunday school. Then have adults in your congregation take a bookmark
and connect with the child listed on the bookmark. The adult agrees to pray for the child,
say “hi” to them on Sunday, and whatever they wish to do to make the child feel loved and
special.
5. CHRISTMAS EVE OUTREACH: At Christmas time, many people have more goodies in their
home than they need. Share the love.
Bring the goodies to church and make
plates of treats for the people in your
community who are working on
Christmas Eve. Include a note thanking
them for working on Christmas Eve. Drop
off the goodies at the police department,
gas stations, emergency room, etc.

6. COLLEGE STUDENTS: Once a year, invite the congregation to bring items that can be
included in a shoebox and sent to the college students in your congregation. Items can
include microwave popcorn, candy, granola bars, but not liquids. This is a great outreach
for Valentine’s Day to let them know they are loved and not forgotten.
7. Go to www.idwlcms.org and under “ministry links” check out the options listed under
IOWAY.
8. Contact me for additional outreach ideas, be creative and have fun sharing the love of Jesus
with others.
Ellie Menz
ellie@iowadistrictwest.org
515-370-1159
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IDA GROVE, IOWA GROUP VISITS MISSION CENTRAL!
What a blessing to welcome the 7th grade confirmation class from St. Paul Lutheran Church in
Ida Grove, Iowa to Mission Central on October 16, 2019! This group was led by Rev. Neil
Wehmas and two other adults.
The group spent time in the Creation Theater and the Barn Museum. All members of the group
were officially “sworn in” as missionaries for the rest of their lives. Each received a special
missionary cross, a Gospel booklet, pens, and a fan from China.
The group is pictured at the sign and in the theater.

Rev. Wehmas provided a special message for the group. It was a time that the students and
adults will never forget, as they know that they are ALL missionaries.

MEMBERS OF ST. MATTHEW-MAPLETON VISIT MISSION CENTRAL!
October 20, 2019 was truly a special Sunday. The congregation at St. Matthew Lutheran Church
in Mapleton, Iowa (just 2 miles west of Mission Central) came to visit and have their “Mission
Festival” here at the Lord’s MISSION CENTRAL!
This group of NOT NORMAL people came for a special service. A number of special guests
came to visit also. Old Missionary Gary, a member of St. Matthew, had the privilege of speaking
in the service. Everyone enjoyed their time at this MIRACLE PLACE.
Special music was
provided by the
Rosener Family and
John Thies.

The entire congregation was treated to a
special brunch.

GROUP FROM GRACE LUTHERAN OF LEMARS, IOWA VISITS!
What a blessing to welcome a wonderful group of truly NOT NORMAL people from Grace
Lutheran Church in Le Mars, Iowa on October 20, 2019 for a Sunday afternoon tour of the
Lord’s Mission Central. One must truly understand that only NOT NORMAL people would come
out on a Sunday afternoon to see what God can do with an old set of farm buildings in the hills
of Western Iowa!
These dear and special friends truly went home “different than when they came here.” Yes, they
could see what God can do using “unschooled” people to get HIS work done.
This group was “just the right size” to see not only the Creation Theater, the Barn Museum, the
wayside Prayer Chapel, but also
the offices where they saw the
picture of our Boss here at Mission
Central and the 5 things hidden in
HIS picture done by Warner
Sallman in 1940.
Pictured with their Missionary
Pastor Rev. Tim Geitz is this very
special group of NOT NORMAL
people in the Lord’s Creation
Theater.

Mission Central – LCMS World Mission
40718 Highway E16
Mapleton, IA 51034
712-882-1029

Gary Thies (gary.thies@lcms.org)
Rev. Brent Smith (brent.smith@lcms.org)
www.missioncentral.us

MISSION CENTRAL EVENTS
PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

Rev. Jon & Anita Clausing and family
Tanzania East Africa
Saturday, March 21, 2020
1 PM

Rev. Eric & Johanna Stinnett and family
Ethiopia East Africa
Saturday, June 13, 2020
1 PM

Mission Central-LCMS World Mission
40718 Highway E 16
Mapleton, Iowa 51034
Phone: 712-882-1029

Gary Thies - gary.thies@lcms.org
Rev. Brent Smith - brent.smith@lcms.org
www.missioncentral.us

!AMIGOS EN CRISTO!
News from La Iglesia Evangelica Luterana Amigos en
Cristo: Friends in Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church
Vacancy Pastor Daniel Vogel, Denison, Iowa
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COMMUNITY LEADERS IN STORM LAKE

eMILIA

SERVING GOD AND COMMUNITY

Emilia is a faithful member of our Grace,
Storm Lake Hispanic ministry. She is also a
re-elected member of the Storm Lake
School Board. She is beginning her second
term on the School Board as she was
reelected last month. This photo above was
from her son Matthew’s Facebook, campaigning for his mom. And she won! In her
Facebook note of thanks she wrote: “I will
continue to do everything I can on your behalf
to help address challenges and to secure lasting
and meaningful improvements in the School
District.”
We are so thankful for Emilia as she has
stepped forward to use her talents to serve
others, in the Hispanic community and in all
the diverse cultures of Storm Lake. This
community has a very large and varied number of immigrant groups, from Hispanics to
Asians to Africans and others who have
come to Storm Lake for the many opportunities it offers. Bilingual leaders like Emilia
are a special blessing to unite all.

The community of Storm Lake is blessed to
have bilingual Hispanic leaders who work and
serve the greater community. The picture below is a gathering of Latin leaders from Storm
Lake at the 2nd Annual Latino Voices Together
Gala in Des Moines in October. Four of these
leaders are members of Grace Hispanic Lutheran. Jose Ibarra is a member of the Storm
Lake City Council. Matthew Marroquin is a
student leader at Buena Vista University. Irma
Ardon Ibarra is a HR manager at Tyson Foods
and Emilia Marroquin is on the Storm Lake
School board (and Matthew’s mother). They
are not just working to serve the Hispanic immigrant population but all of the Storm Lake
community. Also, they have been a spiritual
blessing to our church family. God has certainly
given them many gifts and talents to be used
for His glory as they give witness to their community. May they continue to celebrate and use
the opportunities they have received to be a
blessing for many years to come.
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CELEBRATING 15 YEARS OF LIFE
Last month we celebrated Kimberly’s Quincinera, her
15th birthday. A Quince (15th) is quite a party! If you
have never been to one, you’re missing a special family
time as a young girl is ushered into womanhood surrounded by family and friends. Picture below is Kimberly
dancing with her father, Balbino. Paula and I were invited
as we have known this family for many years. I also was
given a special time to share a message of Christ’s love
and plan for her life. God bless Kimberly and her family!

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
ELIAN & KIMBERLY
Last month we celebrated two young adults,
Elian (above) and Kimberly in the photo at right.
Our ministry is all about the people God brings
into our church family. Our youth are especially
important as they are challenged by both their
Hispanic culture and the culture in this country,
at times difficult to adjust to. We not only enjoy
these fellowship times with good food and
friends; but, most importantly we celebrate the
opportunity to teach them of the love of our
Lord for them and their families. God has
brought these immigrant families to our communities and we are blessed!
OUR SINCERE THANKS TO ALL OF YOU
from our churches in Denison and Storm Lake
We are grateful for the congregations and individuals who sacrificially
support our ministry either with special donations or by Thrivent Choice
dollars. If you have any questions on how you can support our Hispanic
ministry, especially with Thrivent Choice dollars, please contact your
local Thrivent Financial representative or call Thrivent at 800-847-4836.
God bless you all! You are welcome to visit either of our services on
Sunday at 10:30AM at Grace Lutheran in Storm Lake and 12:30PM at
Zion Lutheran in Denison!

Rev. Daniel Vogel
32678 Aspen Ave.
Manning, Iowa 51455
Home: 712-653-2354
Cell: 712-309-1292
Email:
daniel.vogel@ziondenison.org

PLEASE PRAY: + For the preparations for our upcoming annual Unity Thanksgiving
joint service with our Hispanic churches from Denison, Storm Lake and Sioux City. + For
our weekly home visits to meet and encourage our families in both Denison and Storm
Lake. + For the Calling process of a bilingual pastor to serve Hispanics in Storm Lake and
in Denison. + In thanksgiving for our recent visit with the Zion, Manning Mission board
to thank them for their support. + In thanksgiving for the mission hearts of the
many individuals and congregations of Iowa District West who support the Lord’s
work among Hispanic immigrants in Denison & Storm Lake and also in our other 2
missions in Sioux City and Des Moines. +++

Pastor Paul Flo

pastorpaulflo@gmail.com
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SIOUXLAND
HISPANIC MINISTRY
Focus on the Individual

Prayers
• That God would

open up doors for
new connections
with our Hispanic
neighbors

• For Mexico as it
suffers from
increased violence
• For Herlinda as she
cares for her
husband
• For Albino, that he
might be restored
to health
• For Carmen and all
who are suffering
from cancer
• For Nina and her
family after the
death of her
brother
• For César who is
suffering from
epilepsy

Hope Lutheran Church

It’s so easy to put all the emphasis on numbers, isn’t it? — how
many new members? How many recent baptisms? How many new
contacts in the community? How many dollars in the church
account? Show me the numbers! Although we can and should praise
God when He allows numerical growth, we should also realize that
numbers can be deceiving; perhaps the best growth happens when
numbers shrink at times, or remain small for a while. As
Christians, our job is to be faithful, leaving the “success” to our
Father (who usually has a diﬀerent idea of success than the world
does anyway!…see 1 Corinthians 1). As pastor of a very new and
small Hispanic ministry (just 4-6 regular attendees), God has been
teaching me to focus on the individual. One person at a time;
one story at a time; one connection at a time; one visit at a time.
That’s not to say we shouldn’t be intentional and intelligent as we
try to make the most of every hour, but let’s not forget that our
Lord came to serve, love, live for, and die for each individual. And I
have been blessed this month as I have done just that: Comforting
218 West 18th Street

South Sioux City, NE 68776

Pastor Paul Flo

Other Thoughts
• It’s amazing how
much we pastors
learn from you
members! I
mentioned a woman
who takes care of her
paralyzed husband
who’s been in a
vegetative state for 4
years. She told me,
“Pastor, even though I
pray that my husband
might be restored to
health, I will take care
of him till God takes
him or takes me. I
thank the Lord for
how much he is
teaching me about
humility, patience,
perseverance, and
reliance on His
grace…all in the face
of such a terrible
tragedy.” What a
beautiful testimony
of faith in Christ and
our hope in Him!
Wow, do I have a lot
to learn from her!
• If you’re in our
Siouxland area, come
join us on February
4th at 6:00 pm for
our next quarterly
Siouxland Hispanic
Ministry meeting.

pastorpaulflo@gmail.com
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and encouraging a wife who has been taking care of her
paralyzed husband at home (we have a devotion and sing a few
hymns since she knows her husband, though he can’t respond,
loves music and singing); Taking an 18-year-old and his father to
an interview to help him learn about apprenticeship
opportunities; Studying Romans with a man who recently lost
his job, while at the same time helping him connect with
organizations in our area to find housing before he ends up
homeless. Sharing the love of Christ one person at a time as we
meet their physical, emotional, and spiritual needs.

On the first page, you see one of my catechism students,
Luis. As we studied the story of how God tested Abraham’s faith
by commanding him to sacrifice his son Issac, Luis said, “It’s like
Isaac was carrying his own death on his shoulders. That reminds
me of Jesus carrying his own cross.” A member of another
congregation painted this picture for us when she heard that
story. Luis has such wonderful insights for a 12-year-old! The
second photo shows one of our local families from Mexico who
come to our ESL classes. They joined us for Hope Lutheran’s
annual Friendship Meal.
That’s it for now. Be on the look out for our
newsletter at the start of each month. God bless you all!
— Pastor Paul Flo

Hope Lutheran Church

218 West 18th Street

South Sioux City, NE 68776

Acts 16:25-30
Then Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, and when
he found him, he brought him to Antioch. So for a whole year
Barnabas and Saul met with the church and taught great
numbers of people. The disciples were called Christians
first at Antioch.
During this time some prophets came down from
Jerusalem to Antioch. One of them, named Agabus, stood
up and through the Spirit predicted that a severe famine
would spread over the entire Roman world. (This happened
during the reign of Claudius.) The disciples, as each one
was able, decided to provide help for the brothers and
sisters living in Judea. This they did, sending their gift to the
elders by Barnabas and Saul.
Are You Ready for Christmas Dear Christian?
The word “Christmas” means “Mass for Christ” or
“Worship Service for Jesus.” The word “Christian” means
“One belonging to Christ” or “Slave of Christ.” The title
“Christ” means “Anointed One” or “One Chosen by God.”
Put those three terms together and you get: A Christian is a
person who is slave of God’s chosen one who worships the
chosen one all the time!
It has been said, to be called “Christian” is a derogatory
term first said by the people of Antioch deriding people as
slaves of Jesus who is called Christ. To be called “Christian”
means we are “little Christ’s” who belong to the movement of
people who are also willing to suffer crucifixion. We love
Jesus so much we want to do what He does. After all, Jesus
is God’s chosen sacrifice who died in our place to take our
sins away and rose for our justification, ascended into
heaven so that we would also follow Him there!
This Christmas don’t be discouraged to be called a
Christian, but as a “Little Christ” enjoy being different than

everyone else. Enjoy being chosen by Him to be a light to
the people around you just as He is the ultimate light! Jesus
is Good News!
Don’t be embarrassed but enjoy it as a badge of honor to
belong to Jesus and His family! Matthew 5:11-12 says,
“Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and
falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me.
Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in
heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets
who were before you.” It is a form of persecution to worship
Jesus while everyone else remains at home.
In the meantime even if you are the only one where you
live who follows Jesus do not give up! Call your pastor to
come celebrate Christmas with you by bringing the Bible and
the Lord’s Supper. If you don’t have a pastor call myself
(712-239-1575) or another Bible believing pastor to come
bring God’s Word to you regularly. Tune into Main Street
Living Sioux City on Sunday mornings to watch a worship
service for Jesus on KCAU channel 9 at 10 AM or the Good
Shepherd Hour on radio at 8 AM. Better yet, go to church if
you are able! Jesus died to set you free from the world and
make you part of His family! Reread the Christmas story
below and thank God for Jesus who came for you.
Luke 2:1-20
In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a
census should be taken of the entire Roman world. (This was
the first census that took place while Quirinius was governor
of Syria.) And everyone went to their own town to register.
So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in
Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because
he belonged to the house and line of David. He went there to
register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him
and was expecting a child. While they were there, the time

came for the baby to be born, and she gave birth to her
firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him
in a manger, because there was no guest room available for
them.
And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby,
keeping watch over their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord
appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around
them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them,
“Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great
joy for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior
has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. This will
be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and
lying in a manger.”
Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host
appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, “Glory to
God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on
whom his favor rests.” When the angels had left them and
gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s
go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened,
which the Lord has told us about.”
So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the
baby, who was lying in the manger. When they had seen
him, they spread the word concerning what had been told
them about this child, and all who heard it were amazed at
what the shepherds said to them. But Mary treasured up all
these things and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds
returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they
had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told.
Prayer:
Thank you for coming to make me Yours. Forgive me of my sins
and may I always be called a Christian. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

THE LAMPLIGHTER

Theme: “Are You Ready for Christmas Dear
Christian?”
December 2019
A Publication of The Lutheran Service Auxiliary
Sioux City, Iowa
The Good Shepherd Hour airs every Sunday
morning on the following radio stations:
KSCJ – 1360 AM & 94.9 FM

Sioux City at 8 a.m.

KLEM – 1410 AM & 96.9 FM

Le Mars at 8 a.m.

KAYL – 101.7 FM

Storm Lake at 8:30 a.m.

KVFD – 1400 AM

Fort Dodge at 8 a.m.

Pastor James Travis, Calvary Lutheran Church, Sioux City, Iowa
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The following information is shared by District congregations/circuits.
To include your church’s event, etc., send information to sue@iowadistrictwest.org.

Advent Wreath Available
The wrought iron Advent wreath from Immanuel, Adair is available to any congregation
that may have a use for it. If interested, please contact Rev. Ted Weishaupt (cell: 712249-0240) to make arrangements for pick-up.

Electric Organ Available
Ellen Dierenfield of Storm Lake has a Baldwin Encore Electric Organ that she is willing
to give to a church or Lutheran school. If interested, contact Ellen at 712-229-3695.

Altar Ware Available
Trinity Lutheran Church, Odebolt has altar
ware available to give to a congregation.
Please contact the church for more information.
612 S Dewey Street
Odebolt, Iowa 51458
712-668-4201
Linda Viggers

Advent by Candlelight—A Thrill of Hope!
Notice to ALL LADIES and LWML GROUPS!
There is still time to reserve your table!
Camp Okoboji will be hosting an evening event on Saturday, December 7, 2019 beginning at
6 PM! Ladies groups are encouraged to bring their prettiest table setting and decorations for an
evening set to prepare us for the Advent Season. You are invited to bring a group of 6-8 people
to experience this fun evening of fellowship, worship, and a delicious meal. Cost for the meal
and program is only $20 per person! If you or your group would like to stay at Camp that
evening, there is an additional cost of $30 per person.
To sign up for a table, contact Lori Gamble 712-337-3325 or lori@campokoboji.org

We’d like to announce our 2020 Camp Theme!
“Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith,
who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, scorning its
shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.”
Hebrews 12:2

Christmas is coming! As we prepare for the celebration of the birth of our Savior, there is always
the rush of shopping for gifts! Have you considered something from the Camp Okoboji Store? We
still have sweatshirts, t-shirts, sweatpants, flannel pants, picnic blankets, bags and more! Contact
Patty by calling the Camp office and she can help you with selecting something for your loved one
who LOVES Camp Okoboji! Or maybe you’d like to give them the gift of coming to one of our youth
or family camps—we can send you a gift certificate for your child or grandchild to come to one of
our summer camp experiences.

Are you a college aged student looking for a GREAT
summer job? Camps across the country are looking for
young people who love Jesus, love to serve, and love
outdoor ministry to serve at their camps! NLOMA—
National Lutheran Outdoors Ministry Association is in its
recruiting season—this includes Camp Okoboji! To apply
for a summer position, college aged students can go to
www.nloma.org/employment and fill out a profile. This
profile will go to the applicant’s first choice camp for
consideration. There are a variety of positions: cabin
counselors, day camp counselors, traveling day camp
counselors, kitchen assistance, maintenance,
housekeeping, wranglers, challenge course leaders and
more! Can you spread the word about this amazing
opportunity to serve in outdoor ministry and become a
part of a great team of Christian leaders? Now is the time!

Please contact the Camp Office or email us to set up a time when either Kirk Warnke, Lori Gamble, or Izaak Wendorff can
come to your congregation to share how you can become a partner with Camp Okoboji as we strive to share the Gospel
through God’s creation and His Word.
Camp Office phone: 712-337-3325

Kirk Warnke: kirk.campokoboji@gmail.com
Lori Gamble: lori@campokoboji.org
Izaak Wendorrf: Izaak.campokoboji@gmail.com

Upcoming Events in 2020!
January 24-26

Family Ice Fishing Retreat

January 25

Family Festival for University of Okoboji Winter Games

January 26

Omelet Brunch and Worship Service

February 14-15

CHAOS

As 2019 draws to an end, the staff at Camp Okoboji would like to take this time to say THANK YOU to all of the campers, retreaters, volunteers, family ministry cabin guests, summer staff, summer volunteer program teams, and family retreat leaders for
making Camp Okoboji a part of your 2019. We pray that our vision, mission and values were shown and experienced while you
spent time with us.
Our Vision: Refreshing Body and Spirit
Our Mission: We provide Sanctuary which connects guests with God and His Creation
Our Values: Gospel, Safety, Excellence, Wellness, Stewardship, Legacy
We look forward to seeing you in 2020!

Camp Okoboji’s 10th Annual

Family Ice Fishing Retreat
January 24-26, 2020

INCLUDES

Registration Information
Coming Soon!

Lodging (2 nights)
All Meals, &
A Fish Fry!

Arrive anytime after lunch on
Friday, January 23. Enjoy Ice
Fishing, Fellowship, & Winter Games!

Camp Okoboji
C.H.A.O.S.
Christians Hyped About Our Savior
February 14 (8 P.M.) -

February 15 (3 P.M.)
THEME: 2020 VISION
Hebrews 12:2 - “Fix Our Eyes”
For all 6th—8th Graders and Adult Chaperones
Since the fall, we’ve lost sight of everything good that God has created. Though
we may have our physical eyesight, we all are born into spiritual blindness.
Christ brought healing to the blind, and has healed our spiritual blindness
through faith in Him. At CHAOS, we’ll consider how Christians walk by faith, not
sight, until the day of resurrection when our faith shall be our eyes.

$85/person
Register online @
campokoboji.org

CHAOS includes
lodging, meals,
games, & T-Shirt

Administrative Office
409 Kenyon Road Suite C Fort Dodge, IA 50501
515-573-3138
info@LutheranFamilyService.org
www.LutheranFamilyService.org

LFS Ministry Center (Historic Lutheran Orphanage)
Welcomes You to Christmas Open House

Meet LFS’ Tiffany Bergman
Tiffany Bergman has recently joined the Lutheran
Family Service ministry team and will be serving as a
pregnancy counselor and adoption caseworker out
of the Urbandale office.

LFS will host a Christmas Open
House on Sunday, December 8
from 2 to 4 pm. The Ministry Center, which hosts weekly parenting
groups for single moms and is
available to congregations for
retreats, meetings and workshops
during the year, is transformed
for Christmas with over 200 Nativity scenes throughout all three
floors. Plan to join us at 230 9th
Avenue North in Fort Dodge!

Sunday
December 8
2-4 pm

Tiffany brings many years of experience as a social
worker in the fields of foster care and working with
individuals with disabilities. In addition to her experience, Tiffany brings her compassion to help women
in crisis pregnancies, babies in need of Jesus’ love,
and families navigating adoption.
“I consider myself a support system for moms
as they go through their pregnancy journey. I
listen to their unique life story and background,
and provide a sounding board for them to explore their options. They have to make decisions on how to best “love” their baby. I will
walk with them and help them prepare for either parenting or placing for adoption. I will
also be here for families that God has called on
to adopt. It’s such a joy to see these children
brought up into the Christian faith and come to
know how much Jesus loves them.”
When asked why Tiffany chose to work for Lutheran
Family Service she shared that, “After a lot of prayer,
thought and discussion, I decided I wanted to be a
part of something so wonderful. I feel called to make
a difference in the lives of women, children and families. Lutheran Family Service is faith-based. Being
surrounded by people of faith makes even the difficult days more bearable because someone will always be there to remind you that you are surrounded by people and the Lord that gives you the
strength you need to continue on.”

Operation Barnabas
I remember being away from home for Christmas while I was
serving in the Army in Germany. I learned a very valuable skill
during those years away from home. If necessary or if family
circumstances require, I'm quite content to spend Christmas by
myself. And I'm able to occupy myself quite easily for the day if I
need to. This has the benefit and the blessing of lifting much
stress and anxiety from my wife and our children. The truth is, we
can celebrate Christmas anytime.
For the men and women who serve in our armed forces and their
families who are separated at Christmas, the loneliness and the "sting" of being separated
can be very difficult. Especially if this is the first time a loved one is away from home.
Let me make this offer to you. If you would like, please feel free to communicate with me to
give me the name (or just if they are a man or woman) of a loved one who is serving in our
armed forces and may be deployed this Christmas. I don't need to know where they are
and you don't have to share any information that may jeopardize military or tactical
security.
I would be delighted to write a prayer for your loved one and for you also during this
holiday and Christmas season. I will just attach my prayer to an email back to you and you
can do with it as you choose. Include it in a care package, with a letter or a gift, or however
you would like. I will try to have your prayer written as quickly as possible.
I pray for you and your loved ones who
serve for our freedom that we may all
rejoice in the gift of salvation in our
Christmas King who is the Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ. A most blessed and
merry Christmas to you and those you
love.
My contact information:
Dr. Keith Schweitzer
keithlcms@gmail.com
Immanuel Lutheran Church
Greenfield, Iowa
641-745-5143

Ordination Anniversaries – 2020
We share with the leadership of our congregations the names and ordination dates of Iowa District West
pastors who will celebrate “special” ordination anniversaries in 2020. Congregations are encouraged to
observe these ministry milestones with an appropriate celebration.
If we have erred or failed to include someone who is observing an anniversary this year, please contact Jill
Davis at the District office.
We rejoice and give thanks to God with these gifts to His Church.
Five (5) Years
The Rev. Paul Ferderer, Pilgrim, Lake City
The Rev. Aaron Hannemann, The Gate, Ankeny
The Rev. Jason Letsche, First, Kingsley
The Rev. Thomas Schlund, Trinity, Algona
The Rev. Steven Struecker, Immanuel, Livermore & Zion, Lu Verne

7/12/2015
7/12/2015
6/28/2015
7/12/2015
12/13/2015

Ten (10) Years
The Rev. Michael Bodkins, First, Wiota
The Rev. Lincon Guerra, Iglesia el Pastor del Valle, West Des Moines
The Rev. Seth Kaiser, Trinity, Glenwood
The Rev. Nathan Peitsch, St. Paul, Ute

1/19/2010
11/14/2010
8/29/2010
6/27/2010

Fifteen (15) Years
The Rev. Duncan McLellan, St. Paul, Ankeny
The Rev. Kendall Meyer, St. Paul, Fort Dodge
The Rev. Donald Peterson, Emmanuel, Lake View
The Rev. Jonathan Riggert, Trinity, Cherokee
The Rev. Nathan Sherrill, St. Paul’s, Council Bluffs

7/10/2005
7/10/2005
6/19/2005
7/10/2005
6/19/2005

Twenty (20) Years
The Rev. Stephen King, Perry (Emeritus)

7/30/2000

Twenty-five (25) Years
The Rev. Joseph Meyer, Gloria Dei, Urbandale
The Rev. Ralph Shorey, Faith, Sioux City

6/25/1995
7/23/1995

Thirty (30) Years
The Rev. John Burger, Faith, Adel
The Rev. Paul Egger, St. John, Galva

7/1/1990
6/17/1990

Thirty-five (35) Years
The Rev. Mark Eichler, St. Paul, Webster City
The Rev. David Simonson, Immanuel, Spirit Lake
The Rev. Dr. Steven Turner, District office, Fort Dodge
The Rev. Robert Wagner, Immanuel, Lidderdale

6/5/1985
7/15/1985
7/7/1985
11/24/1985

Forty (40) Years
The Rev. Paul Johnson, May City (Emeritus)
The Rev. David Schoop, St. John, Climbing Hill

6/1/1980
6/15/1980

Fifty (50) Years
The Rev. Roland Pillack, Des Moines (Emeritus)
The Rev. Leroy Riemer, Grafton, WI (Emeritus)
The Rev. Larry Troxel, Johnston (Emeritus)

6/21/1970
6/14/1970
8/23/1970

Sixty (60) Years
The Rev. Henry Kuhn, Alta (Emeritus)

8/15/1960

