A Special
Partnership in
the Gospel
Rev. Roger Carlisle has faithfully served Peace Lutheran
Church in the small town of Wall Lake, Iowa, for over 38
years. His long ministry at the
church has made him a staple
in the town, but overseeing
the flock at Peace is just one
of the many hats he wears.
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Carlisle also serves as
the First Vice President of
Iowa District Westand is a
member of the Human Care
Committee; and, oh yeah, he
is on The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod’s Commission
on Handbook as well.

His multifaceted career has allowed him to serve the church
in a myriad of ways as God grows His kingdom in Wall Lake
and around the world.

Double benefit no one else does
One of the things that has marked Carlisle’s call is what
he refers to as a “dual partnership” with Lutheran Church
Extension Fund (LCEF).
“One of the things that has contributed to my work are my
connections with LCEF,” he says. He sees an investment in
LCEF as having a two-fold benefit.
“There are probably other places that you can go and do
similar things financially, but there is one thing LCEF does
that no one else does, and that’s support the other side of the
church. So, not only is the individual making their investment,
but then LCEF made low-interest loans to congregations and
workers alike. And that’s been very, very helpful, I think, to
the church at large.”

How they bless their community
Carlisle’s congregation has taken advantage of this double
benefit as well. Over the years, Peace has taken out various
church improvement loans, to do repairs after a hail storm in
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2010 and to renovate a space to create a new narthex area.
Most recently, the church used a low-interest loan to redo
their parking lot, which had become a hazard in the winter
due to pooling water that formed dangerous ice patches.
The church also uses its endowment fund—part of which is
invested with LCEF —to bless their community. Through this
fund, Peace supports missionaries, pastoral and deaconess
students as they advance through their seminary education;
those interested in learning how to play the organ so they can
serve the church with their musical talent; youth who want to
go to Christian summer camp but may not be able to afford
it. Each year, they also bless local children from impoverished
families by buying them toys and clothes at Christmas time.

Shared vision
This partnership in the work of God’s Kingdom even begins at
birth for some in Carlisle’s congregation.
“In fact,” says Carlise, “whenever we have new children
that are born in the congregation, we encourage parents,
grandparents...whoever...to set up a Young Investors (Y.I.)
StewardAccount® with [LCEF]. We’ve done that for our
grandkids, and that’s been a really good thing.

Peace Lutheran Church partnered with Lutheran Church Extension Fund to
take out improvement loans for a new church parking lot (above) and a new
narthex area (right).

“Just the program itself encourages saving and also investing.
It gives them the opportunity to build their accounts through
grades and through the various service activities that they
participate in.”
LCEF has had the joy of working with Carlisle and his
congregation as they work to bring the Gospel to a hurting
world in need of a Savior. This common vision has made for a
strong partnership.
Carlisle says, “It’s the fact that [LCEF is] involved in not just
our congregation but other congregations. They’re extending
the work of the Kingdom. In general, I think that’s a huge part
of our emphasis.”

May God continue to bless the work of Rev. Roger Carlisle
and the saints at Peace Lutheran Church.
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