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Attend one of these workshops and hear from
lay people and church workers who have been
involved with planning VBS. Learn best practices and share ideas to have an impactful VBS
in your community.

On a Mission
to Support
Christ’s Mission!

When: Saturday, March 5, 2022
Where: St. Paul, 2326 Story Avenue, Battle Creek (country church)
Time: 9:30am - 1:30pm (includes lunch)
OR
When: Saturday, March 19, 2022
Where: Christ the King, 500 4th Ave SW, Spencer
Time: 9:30am - 1:30pm (includes lunch)

February 2022
409 Kenyon Road, Suite B — Fort Dodge, Iowa 50501
515-576-7666 Fax 515-576-2323 www.idwlcms.org
Contact email: sue@iowadistrictwest.org

Happy New Year!
The 41st Convention of Iowa District West will be
held at Camp Okoboji June 26-28, 2022 . The Convention theme, "Partners in the Gospel," is based on Philippians 1:3-5. Our Bible study leader will be Rev. Dr.
Dale Meyer. Dr. Meyer, recently retired president of
Concordia Seminary, will be sharing his insight into our
text. Dr. Meyer is currently working on a 1 Peter commentary for Concordia Publishing House. In addition,
LCMS President Matthew Harrison will be sharing other aspects of our
partnership together in the Synod. It should be an exciting, informative,
and inspiring convention!
Just as important is the work carried out especially by you as leaders
of our congregations who are reading these words. Whether your congregational task is that of financial secretary or treasurer, chairman or
elder, Sunday school or weekday teacher, committee or an LWML leader, you are a unique partner in the Gospel! Strip away the job description and expectations of your position, and it amounts to this--a person
who is serving in response to the Savior's love for you. You have first
been baptized into Christ, called to be one of His very own--and that's
what has brought you to serve the Lord and His people in your congregation.
That's also what is meant by being a "Partner in the Gospel." To
each of you, God's continued blessing, joy, and sense of Gospel partnership!
Pastor Steve Turner, President
steve@iowadistrictwest.org

Register at the following link: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/VBS2022BP
Iowa Lutheran School Tuition Organization (ILSTO)
The Iowa Lutheran School Tuition Organization
raised $814,860 in 2021 that will be awarded for
the next school year 2022-2023. Thank you to
everyone who made reaching our goal possible.
With changes in the Iowa law, ILSTO will be able
to raise $1,050,000 in 2022. We need your help so
that we can help many more families attend Iowa
Lutheran schools. Make a donation to ILSTO and receive a 75% Iowa
tax credit. Call Dewey Torkelson at 712-260-2991 for more information.
Donate early as this past year credits were exhausted in early December.
Chaplains Serving in Iowa District West
Council Bluffs/Omaha: Rev. Michael Petri – 712-309-2622
Des Moines: Rev. Donald Boeschen – 515-278-4134
Calendar of Events

February 8...Best Practices of Social Media, 6:30pm online
February 17...District Board of Directors, Fort Dodge
February 22...Circuit Education Cabinet Workshop, Fort Dodge

For more information on Iowa District West activities,
view The Messenger at www.idwlcms.org/publications.php
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Education Youth Family Life
Rhonda J. Mohr Assistant to the President 515-573-0010
rhonda@iowadistrictwest.org

Love Your Neighbor
In our world today, we could all grow in loving our neighbor. It seems
fairly common in our culture to find delight in pointing out the
shortcomings of others, blaming one another, speaking poorly of someone
with an opposing view, and stereotyping people. What is missing today?
Love!
What does loving your neighbor look like? God’s Word is full of scriptures that give us
direction. I’ve listed only four of the many Bible verses that speak about love for our
consideration.
•

•
•
•

1 Corinthians 14:4-8a — “Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast,
it is not proud. It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered,
it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It
always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. Love never fails.”
1 John 3:18 — “Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but with actions and
in truth.”
Proverbs 10:12 — “Hatred stirs up conflict, but love covers over all wrongs.”
1 Peter 4:8 — “Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude
of sins.”

Recently, I had a conversation with someone who said Christians should really try to “out love”
people. Can you imagine what that would look like? Our culture would look very different if
we found delight in pointing out all the best qualities in each other, if we spoke positively of
others that had differing opinions, and if we defended and spoke well of our neighbor.
How are you doing at loving your neighbor? Are you patient, kind, not self-seeking? Do you
refrain from keeping a record of wrongs? Do you love not only with words but also with your
actions? Do you care for your neighbor? Do you take the time to help where there’s a need?
Are you modeling this for your children and grandchildren, so they learn the importance of
loving their neighbor?
There is no greater example of love than what God has done for us. In God’s Word, we are
shown through the life and death of Jesus what it means to love others first. We love because
God first loved us.
May we all consider the great love God has lavished on us and with His help may we love our
neighbor how Jesus loves us.

VBS Best Practices in March
Attend one of these workshops and hear
from lay people and church workers
who have been involved with planning
VBS. Learn best practices and share
ideas to have an impactful VBS in your
community.
Register at the link below so we may
plan for handouts and the meal.
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/VBS2022BP

When: Saturday, March 5, 2022
Where: St. Paul, 2326 Story Avenue, Battle Creek (country church)
Time: 9:30am - 1:30pm (includes lunch)

OR
When: Saturday, March 19, 2022
Where: Christ the King, 500 4th Avenue SW, Spencer
Time: 9:30am - 1:30pm (includes lunch)
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MISSION POSSIBLE!
What is Your Focus for 2022?
As a new year begins, it is time to assess what my focus is for this New Year. Notice I did not
say new year's resolutions. Those often get abandoned by Valentine's Day. Last year, if you
remember, I picked a word to define my year, influence.
I also challenged others to do the same. Out of that sharing, I wrote some devotions on those
words. It was a fun and challenging faith-forming exercise. I picked a verse to guide me this
year, Romans 12:6-8. If that verse does not immediately pop up in your head, do not worry.
Here is the verse, “Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them:
if prophecy, in proportion to our faith; if service, in our serving; the one who teaches, in his
teaching; the one who exhorts, in his exhortation; the one who contributes, in generosity; the
one who leads, with zeal; the one who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness.”
In my working with so many people and churches, I have discovered that we have many
people who do not use their spiritual gifts. And, we have many other saints who have no idea
the gifts God has blessed them to develop and implement. It is my goal this year to help as
many people as possible to understand they have gifts that God’s kingdom needs. God has
blessed me with gifts, and I want to use the gifts He gave me in service to others.
This illustration was a powerful reminder that our gifts must always be viewed through the
lens of Christ.
A friend told me of an extraordinary manufacturer who gave each of his employees a
hanging mirror and a handsome reproduction of the head of Christ for Christmas one
year. The Christian businessman presented the gifts personally with these instructions:
“Hang the mirror on one side of the room and the picture of Christ directly across the
room so that when you look in the mirror, you will see the face of Christ along with
yours.” Then this pensive admonition: “It’s going to take both to get you through.”
We All Have Gifts
“For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of himself more highly
than he ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of
faith that God has assigned.” (Romans 12:3)
In verse 3, Paul uses the phrase “the grace given to me” that we should study more closely.
Please hear me when I say, “every member is gifted in some way to serve and build up the
body of Christ.” The key is that we are gifted for a reason. We are to serve God and others
and in doing so we are building up the body of Christ. Notice I didn’t say we are growing our
church, nor that we are increasing worship attendance or the money in the offering plate. We

are gifted and serve to build up the body of Christ. The gifts we receive originate in grace
(charis), which means they are freely imparted at the generous will of the giver, the Holy
Spirit.
As Paul writes to the church in Corinth, “All these are empowered by one and the same Spirit,
who apportions to each one individually as he wills.”
I love this quote. “Grace-gifts are manifestations of the presence and activity of the Holy
Spirit—he not only gives the gifts ‘as he wills’ (1 Cor. 12:11) but he also empowers their use
‘for the common good’ (1 Cor. 12:7).”
It is my prayer for the church this year for us to use the gifts imparted on us by the Holy Spirit.
Imagine what our churches would look like if every member were busy using their gifts for the
common good. What a powerful witness that would be to our towns, neighborhoods, and
communities!

Upcoming Event:
Stewardship Under the Cross Workshop
Hosted by the LCMS Stewardship Ministry & Iowa District West
Save the Dates: May 16 (Fort Dodge, IA) or May 17h (TBA - probably Carroll, IA)
Pastors. Stewardship Representatives and Lay Leaders:
➢ Does your parish struggle to meet the budget?
➢ Does the thought of hearing (or preaching) a sermon on financially supporting the
church make you cringe?
➢ How do we encourage generous living without becoming legalists?
Pastors and lay leaders from around the district are encouraged to join us to hear from LCMS
Stewardship Coordinator, Rev. Heath Curtis. Bring your Bible, your questions, and your love
for your church.
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BUSINESS MANAGER NEWS

Iowa District West Congregations’ Mission Receipts
Month Ending December 2021
Anticipated Amount

$113,500

Actual Receipts

$151,468

Fiscal Year-to-Date Receipts
Anticipated Amount

$1,248,500

Actual Receipts

$1,307,258

Over (under) anticipated amount

$58,758

Use of Mission Receipts
Remitted to Synod (45%)

$561,825

Balance for District programs & ministries

$745,433

Total Receipts

$1,307,258

Mission Receipts Compared with Last Year
Month ending December 2021

$1,307,258

Month ending December 2020

$1,287,897

Over (under) last year

$19,361

Partners in the Gospel - Monthly Mission Moment - Stewardship Spark
Did you know that your congregational mission dollars support the District budget in a variety of
mission and ministry areas? The District budget includes $5,200 for a comprehensive financial audit.
This intense review of all financial details assures the District is operating properly and the financials
are in accordance with the generally accepted accounting principles. For a $2.4 million budget plus
numerous funds and assets, this is a good value. Since the fiscal period closes January 31, February is
audit time at the District office. A review of the church financial activities is healthy for the church. If
you choose to do this task with congregational members, the Congregational Treasurer’s Manual,
Chapter 25 “Financial Review” has a lot of good information (www.lcms.org/ctm).

Stewardship Spark - by Ron Chewning - www.StewardshipAdvisors.org – 248.644.6150
LORD, IN THIS NEW YEAR, HELP US
TO BE BETTER STEWARDS OF THE
TIME THAT YOU GIVE US.
“Look carefully then how you walk, not as
unwise but as wise, making the best use of
the time, because the days are evil”
(Ephesians 5:15-16).

Financial Quick Notes
➢ 2022 Mileage Rate: 58.5 cents per mile for all business miles driven. To read the

complete IRS announcement, go online to www.irs.gov and click on News. Please note
that unreimbursed mileage and other business expenses will no longer be deductible for
employees.

➢ New receipt vouchers were mailed mid-January. Please use these for remittances from February 1, 2022January 20, 2023. Donations for organizations outside the District should be sent directly to the
organization. The mailing also includes the District Convention assessment which is due May 15.

➢ Need a Federal W-4 or other IRS form quickly? Several forms are in the Treasurer’s Manual, but you can
also download the current forms directly from the IRS website. Go to www.irs.gov/Forms-&-Pubs and
download the PDF file. Note the Federal W-4 was completely revised for 2020 to remove withholding
allowances.

➢ Need a Form I-9? Find the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services website at www.uscis.gov/i-9.
All church staff including pastors need a copy on file.

➢ State of Iowa Form W-4 (IA W-4 Employee's Withholding Certificate and Centralized Employee Registry
44-019) is online at https://tax.iowa.gov (search W-4). This form was also revised in recent years. All new
employees must complete this Centralized Employee Registry Reporting Form. Questions, email
idr@iowa.gov or call the Iowa Department of Revenue at 515.281.3114 or 800.367.3388.

➢ The Iowa minimum wage remains at $7.25. State and federal posters may be available at
Iowa Workforce Centers and also can be found online; more information is online at
www.iowaworkforcedevelopment.gov/required-employer-posters.

➢ Tax calendar: January 31 deadline…

Issue Form W-2 to each employee (employers are not required to submit Form W-2 copy 1 to the state).
Complete Copy A of each 2021 Form W-2 Wage and Tax Statement and W-3 Transmittal of Wage and Tax
Statement to Social Security Administration (mail to address on summary form or file electronically).
Issue Form 1099-NEC (Non-Employee Compensation) to all independent contractors/self-employed
individuals (those that earned $600 or more during the year 2021).
Complete Copy A of each 2021 Form 1099-NEC and Form 1096-Annual Summary and Transmittal of U.S.
Information Returns to IRS (mail to address on summary form or file electronically).

➢ Complete Employers Quarterly Federal Tax Return Form 941 (be sure to proof the Form 941 totals with W3 summary statement).

➢ Form 944 is designed so the smallest employers (those whose annual liability for social security, Medicare,

and withheld federal income taxes is $1,000 or less) will file and pay these taxes only once a year instead of
every quarter.

➢ Tax calendar: February 15 deadline…

Complete online the 2021 State of Iowa Verified Summary of Payments (VSP) to the Iowa Department of
Revenue. Ministries that issued W-2s or 1099s that contain Iowa withholding must electronically file those
documents with the Iowa Department of Revenue using GovConnectIowa or click here to view an
information webinar. This data is used to detect tax fraud during the current income tax filing season. If
your ministry did not withhold any Iowa taxes in 2021, filing is not required. Questions, call 800.367.3388.

The Top 10 Church Management Articles of 2021
ChurchLawAndTax.com recently summarized the most popular stories from last year. There are several good
articles including “Housing Allowance Basics.” Another popular article is titled “Applying the Ministerial
Exception to Church Employees.” To learn more about this article and others, click here.

Charitable Contribution Deductions
CARES Act tax tip: The above-the-line charitable deduction for those who take the standard deduction will
continue into 2021. Individuals, including married individuals filing separate returns, can claim a deduction
of up to $300 for cash contributions made to qualifying charities during 2021. The maximum deduction is
increased to $600 for married individuals filing joint returns. For more details, check out the IRS website.

Submit your LCMS Statistics Report
Important! The LCMS Department of Rosters and Statistics mailed each congregation instructions for
completing the 2021 statistics report. The letter includes the congregation ID and password needed for completing
the form online. The report includes membership data, gains/losses, education enrollment figures, and financial
information. Please be sure this letter gets to the person in your congregation who is responsible for completing
this report.
If you have not received this letter or have questions, please email rosters.stats@lcms.org or call the LCMS
Church Information Center at 888-843-5267. This statistical information is used to calculate congregational
assessments for District and Synod Conventions. It also assists a wide variety of ministry efforts at the national
level, as well as fulfilling the expectation of membership set forth in Bylaw 1.3.4. Please return the completed
report to the LCMS Office of Rosters and Statistics by February 28, 2022.

The Lutheran Witness Subscription Rate
The rate for The Lutheran Witness remains the same for May 2022-April 2023. Including the insert, the total is
$22.68. The LW is available as an app, online, and in print. The flagship magazine of the LCMS, The LW is a
monthly publication (11 issues per year) that offers Synod news, features, columns, Q & A, and more. The
deadline for changes is March 1. If you have any questions, contact Concordia Publishing House circulation at
800.325.3040 option 2 or email LWSubscriptions@CPH.org. For more information or to read web-exclusive
stories, you can also go to www.lcms.org/witness.

Thrivent Choice Update
Thrivent Choice dollars for 2021 will be expiring soon! If you are a Thrivent member, you may be eligible to
participate and direct Thrivent Choice dollars to Iowa District West and other LCMS organizations. Simply go to
www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice or call 800-THRIVENT (800-847-4836) before March 31 and say “Thrivent
Choice.”
If you have a specific ministry you want to support (a mission in the District, Joy in Ministry Scholarship Fund,
IOWAY, Disaster relief/LERT, Youth Gathering, etc.) let Roger Curtis know the ministry and the amount. Thank
you to the many members who have already supported IDW!

Religious Freedom Challenges Facing America
With the continuing pandemic, changes in the culture, and the impact of a new administration, it isn’t a matter if
ministries will be sued for simply living out their faith – the question is when and where such lawsuits will arise.
Ministries need to be legally prepared for the changes that are taking place in our culture.
If you are not prepared or do not have counsel on religious freedom issues, you may be putting your ministry at
risk by:
• Not having documents and policies (i.e. bylaws, statement of beliefs, facility use policies, employment
policies, etc.) written in a way that would serve as helpful evidence in the courtroom.
• Giving up your ability to operate according to your religious convictions.
• Missing key opportunities to serve because you do not know your rights.
Last year, the District joined the ADF Church & Ministry Alliance (www.adfchurchalliance.org). ADF’s mission
is to keep the door open for the Gospel so congregations can operate their mission with spiritual boldness. Getting
practical legal help can give you peace of mind when so much seems to be changing. To join the ADF Church
Alliance, click here and remember to use promo code IDW20 for a 20% discount. Questions, contact Roger Curtis
or Sherri Huston, Regional Alliance Director - shuston@adflegal.org or 480-388 8263.

“It’s Time to Plan for Retirement!”
Iowa District West* and Concordia Plans are offering you the opportunity to learn
more about planning for your future through a Pre-Retirement Workshop.
This live workshop will be conducted by Financial Wellness Educator Paul Snyder.
*Workers from other districts are also welcome to attend.

Saturday, April 30, 2022

Iowa District
West Office

409 Kenyon Road
Fort Dodge, IA

9 AM – 3 PM
Thanks to the generosity of the LCEF, there is NO
COST to attend this workshop.
Advance registration IS required so
we can plan for materials and food.

•
•
•
•

For all workers enrolled in the Concordia
Retirement Plan (CRP), not just pastors or
rostered workers.
For workers of any age; especially those
age 50 or older or those thinking about
retirement.
Spouses are strongly encouraged to
participate, too.
Learn about:
o Envisioning Your Retirement and
Setting Your Retirement Goals
o Healthcare in Retirement
o Your Retirement Income
 Pension
 Social Security
 Savings
o Planning for a Fulfilling Retirement
Life

Please share this with everyone at your ministry that is enrolled in the Concordia Plans!
All materials will be provided. You will receive additional information via e-mail after you register.

Please register by no later than April 8, 2022.
To register, please contact Sue Light – Iowa District West
Sue@iowadistrictwest.org or (515) 576-7666
Please provide name, e-mail, phone number, and if your spouse will attend with you.
BONUS: Concordia Health Plan members can
receive 100 Vitality Wellness Points for participating!

CLUB

YOUNG INVESTORS

STEWARDACCOUNT

®

Help Your Child Save for the Future
It’s reassuring knowing your child is God’s child— secure in His grace
and love. When you join the Y.I. Club with a Young Investors (Y.I.)
StewardAccount®, your child’s savings can help others experience
God’s love through the sharing of the Gospel. When you invest with
Lutheran Church Extension Fund (LCEF), you are supporting LCMS
ministries — without forfeiting competitive rates.

VISIT LCEF.ORG/YICLUB OR CALL 800-843-5233 TODAY!

BENEFITS AND FEATURES
•

Minimum of $25 to open the account.

•

Interest compounded and
paid monthly.

•

Children ages 7-18 can earn up to
$50 a year for community service
and good grades.

•

Help empower ministries in
Kingdom work.

Carole White
LCEF District Vice President | Iowa East and West
515-240-2229 | Carole.White@lcef.org
LCEF is a nonprofit religious organization; therefore, LCEF investments are not FDIC-insured bank deposit accounts. This is not an offer to sell
investments, nor a solicitation to buy. LCEF will offer and sell its securities only in states where authorized. The offer is made solely by LCEF’s
Offering Circular. Investors should carefully read the Offering Circular, which more fully describes associated risks. StewardAccount access
features are offered through UMB Bank n.a. StewardAccount® products are not available to investors in South Carolina. Balance restrictions
apply. Rates subject to change. Visit lcef.org for details.
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Ellie Menz
IOWAY Director / Disaster Response Coordinator
807 W. South, Jefferson, IA 50129
ellie@iowadistrictwest.org
515-370-1159

Be the One to Make a Difference
One can make a big difference! In the case of the only Christian float in the famous Rose
Parade, one float has made a huge difference. For many years, it has been the only Christian
float. That Christian float has brought 4,000-5,000 Petal Pusher volunteers together to be part of
decorating it and others. Other floats are decorated by the Petal Pushers and that pays for the
expense of the flowers for the Lutheran Hour float. It’s a unique way of making it happen.
What is the result? Millions of people throughout the world see the message of the love of Jesus.
January 2003 was the first year I took a team to decorate the floats and be part of the excitement
and unique experience. Volunteering to decorate floats allows us to see and work behind the
scenes of this phenomenal undertaking. Completing the decorating of a float is an awesome task
because every inch of the float must be covered by materials that are or have been alive.
IOWAY teams of 22 to 38 have been involved each of the past 19 years except for 2020 when
the parade was cancelled. A huge thank you to Patti Anderson, Holy Trinity Lutheran Church,
Farnhamville for her leadership of the 2022 trip in California. I planned and organized the
details and directed through Zoom presentations and texts. Patti, with her amazing leadership
skills, was the “feet on the ground.” We made a great team!
For many years, the IOWAY team has also been part of a service project. We have worked at
many Lutheran churches in Tijuana Mexico with Melissa Salomon. Other years, we have made
a big impact for a day at the Union Rescue Mission where there are 7,000-8,000 homeless
people. This year, we went a new direction. We worked with LOT318 in Placentia, California
which was a great experience for our team. Our team is excited to support LOT318 with
donations that will purchase a computer lab which will be used by the students and their parents
in the Community Center.

2022 Pasadena team with Letty from LOT318

Following are some comments from our team about the December 28-January 4 adventure.
Matt Warnke: This was a fantastic trip. It is the third time that we have been able to attend. The
Lutheran Hour float is a great witness to all who see it. But not only is the float a witness, we
had numerous opportunities to share about Jesus. Several people saw our similar sweatshirts and
asked what we were doing or who we were. I also enjoyed Prince of Peace Lutheran Church,
where our group almost doubled their normal attendance. We were like family as we
worshipped with them.
Kim Warnke: Our mission project this year included doing mission work for LOT318 (Loving
Others in Truth; 1 John 3:18). Our group was there to support students in the Homework Club;
others in our group scraped and washed windows at the Gomez Community Center being utilized
by LOT318. I was so happy to see how LOT318 was supporting the students through what they
have to offer: Homework Club, Summer Programs, College and Career Planning, Internships,
Bike Club, etc. Twenty years ago, gangs had taken over the area where we worked with the
children, and it has changed for the better. The gangs are gone from the area, and there is now
great hope in this community with the help of LOT318.
Loralee Fink: It was fun to meet the different people who worked on the floats. Dick Gast was
so appreciative of us hard working Midwest Iowa people and made us feel very welcome. I also
appreciated the friendliness of the people who saved our parade seats all night so that we could
enjoy our ring-side seats on Colorado Boulevard.
Letty, the leader at Lot318 made quite an impression on me. She was so interesting and
enthusiastic on wanting to make a change in the lives of the children who came there. I enjoyed
working with the children and telling them about the beads on the Jesus bracelets and what they
meant.
To sum it up, the Lutheran Hour float made a difference, the IOWAY Petal Pushers made a
difference, and Letty at LOT318 is making a major difference. I encourage you to be the one
who makes a difference in your world.
Ellie Menz
515-370-1159
ellie@iowadistrictwest.org
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MISSIONARY MOM VISITS MISSION CENTRAL!
The Good Lord had a special plan for Linda Sharp. She was to be the mother of one of our
finest missionaries that the Lord would call to South America! Seven years ago, God called
Rev. James Sharp and his family to be our very first missionaries to serve in the darkest
Christian location in South America. The country of Uruguay has the fewest number of
Christians in all of South America.
Pastor Sharp and his family are doing excellent work
for the Lord Jesus. Guess who came to visit Mission
Central on December 28, 2021? Our special visitor was
Mrs. Linda Sharp, the mother of Rev. James
Sharp. She had never been to Mission Central. It was
a JOY to welcome her to this Miracle Place! Without
this dear lady, we wouldn’t have had the privilege and
honor of working with this family for seven years!
Linda is pictured in our trademark position in Gary’s office with our Boss in the background!

EARLY MORNING VISITORS ARRIVE AT MISSION CENTRAL
Yes, we have very NOT NORMAL people arrive at Mission Central, even at 7AM on a Monday
morning.
December 27, 2021 was no exception. Dr. David Reddel and his rescue dog, Grace, arrived
for a special visit and delivery. Dr. Reddel was also delivering a MOST NEEDED resource for
the Lord’s Mission Central.
For many years, we have wanted to make an inventory of all
the artifacts that the Lord has provided in our museums and
buildings here at the Lord’s Mission Central. This will ensure
the fact that there will be a permanent record so that future
workers will have a full description of the animals and
artifacts that exist here. This entire video record is now
securely stored in our safe.
Pictured are Grace, Gary, and Dave in front of our Boss in our
office. It was very kind of Dave to deliver this all the way
from Omaha!

HUGE NUMBER OF COOKIES ARRIVE AT MISSION CENTRAL!

What a JOY and blessing to welcome Missionary Cookie Delivery brothers, Ron and
Randy Koopmans from St. Paul Lutheran Church in Ireton!
Ron and Randy arrived in the afternoon of December 13, 2021, and they had in
tow, hundreds and hundreds of wonderful homemade cookies that were needed so
desperately at the Lord’s Mission Central! These cookies were a special project by
the youth at St. Paul Lutheran and they couldn’t have come at a better time. Our
volunteer cooks were almost completely out of cookies! Another example of
DIVINE INTERVENTION!
Pictured are the two special missionaries at our trademark spot in Gary’s office
with our Boss in the background. What a blessing to have them come for a special
private tour of the facilities! They won’t forget their trip here!

Mission Central – LCMS World Mission
40718 Highway E16
Mapleton, IA 51034
712-882-1029

Gary Thies (gary.thies@lcms.org)
www.missioncentral.us

MISSION CENTRAL EVENTS
PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
Rev. Rafael Flores & Jamielynn Tinkey Flores
Dominican Republic
Saturday, February 26, 2022

1 PM

Cindy Wrucke
Czech Republic
Tuesday, March 29, 2022
1 PM

Rev. Herb & Markie Burch
Belize
Saturday, April 23, 2022
1 PM

Dr. Steve Oliver & Family
Taiwan
Saturday, June 18, 2022
1 PM

Barbara Rebentisch
Taiwan
Saturday, July 9, 2022
1 PM

Rev. Carl Hanson & Family
Seoul, Korea
Saturday, July 9, 2022
1:30 PM
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!AMIGOS EN CRISTO and GRACIA!

Iowa District
West, LCMS

News from Las Iglesias Evangélicas Luteranas
Amigos en Cristo in Denison and Gracia in Storm Lake
Pastor Pedro Lopez

FEBRUARY
2022

Hello everybody, Feliz Año Nuevo / Happy New Year!
First thing, In the beginning of this new year we want to take the opportunity to
give thanks to God for all the congregations, organizations, and individuals that
through the years and especially the last one who have been supporting our Hispanic ministries with prayers and financial support. Muchas gracias!
Since our arrival to this area of God’s kingdom, it has been nothing but meeting
great people and great opportunities to share Christ our Savior, so many congregations and people to mention, but you know who you are and how you have
been an important part of this spiritual venture in taking the message of salvation
in Jesus to our Hispanic, again “Gracias.”
We, by the grace of God and with the help of many, accomplished great things
and goals last year. My wife and I learned how our Hispanic congregations Amigos
en Cristo and Gracia, celebrate Las Posadas Navideñas. In Storm Lake, we celebrated together with the English-speaking congregation who joined us in Las Posadas for their first time ever. In Denison, we celebrated Christmas Eve/Day, and
on January 9 we celebrated el Dia de Reyes.
Last posada: Member’s house in Denison:

Posada at Grace:

Chirstmas Eve Service:

Your prayers are requested as we continue planning to open a Hispanic outreach
in Carroll in the future. Our brothers at Saint Paul in Carroll have agreed to allow
the usage of their facilities as we move forward with this endeavor. Gracias Saint
Paul! If you know any Hispanics in the Carroll area, please let them know about
us.
We are talking to volunteers about launching the ESL and Citizenship classes in
the Denison and Carroll area soon! We are working hard to create avenues to
meet new people, help with their needs, and find an opportunity to share and invite them to be part of our Hispanic Ministries.
Please remember to keep us in mind for this year’s events in your congregations
or organizations and give us a chance to speak about the Hispanic community, the
challenges of new immigrants moving to our areas, and our Hispanic outreach.
This is about bringing Jesus to the people and people to the Lord! Please come
aboard and join us! There are so many opportunities and so many Hispanics that
need to hear about Jesus and the salvation in Him. Don’t forget that your donations and gifts are always welcome. Our needs, as we build God’s kingdom in this
beloved District, will grow. Bendiciones a todos!

Rev. Pedro Lopez
Assistant to the President
Missionary at Large
pedro@iowadistrictwest.org
571-606-7600 (cell)

Pastor Paul Flo

pastorpaulflo@gmail.com

February 2022

SIOUXLAND LUTHERAN
HISPANIC MINISTRY
A Recap of Last Year

Prayers
• That our Lord would
continue to keep
Valia and her
mother safe in
Cuba.
• For Juan,
Yessenia’s son, who
lives in Mexico.
• For Lucy, that she
would be able to
return from
Nicaragua without
problems.

For the Calendar
Our next quarterly
Siouxland Hispanic
Ministry meeting will
be Tuesday, March 8
at 6:30 pm.

Add it to your
calendar and come
join us!

Hope Lutheran Church

H

appy new year to you all from Siouxland Lutheran
Hispanic Ministry! As I write this (January 10), it’s
hard to believe that the holidays have come and gone
so quickly and that we are well into the first month of
the new year. Since I am already preparing a recap of last
year’s events for Hope Lutheran, I’ll use this newsletter as an
opportunity to do the same. I will include a brief excerpt and
picture from each month. We thank our Lord Jesus for all the
work He has done in and through us over this past year, and we
look forward with anticipation to what lies ahead.
January 2021: Our
hope stands more firmly and
visibly when the rubble of our
false gods of self-sufficiency
and self-security are lying on
the ground in pieces. We
don't know what 2021 will
bring, and although we do
pray for peace, health and
stability, we remember that no
matter how dark things get,
Jesus is the "light of all
mankind. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not
overcome it” (John 1:4-5). Picture: You see Jasmine, Fátima,
Ángel, and Leiton (left to right) testing their puppeteer skills.
Thanks to Joyce and Ed for
inspiring them with so many
creative activities!

February: We certainly
don’t need to seek trouble or
martyrdom—Satan, the world,
and our sinful flesh will
provide plenty—but we also
remember that “the good,
peaceful, easy life” is not our
218 West 18th Street

South Sioux City, NE 68776

Pastor Paul Flo

pastorpaulflo@gmail.com
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Supporting
Siouxland Hispanic
Ministry

consolation. “When I am about to depart this life,” Luther said,
“I support myself with this consolation: That I believe in God’s
Son.” We know God’s Son, and through Him we have true
life! That is our only true consolation! Picture: Enjoying an
end of the year ESL party with some special treats.

Thank you to the many
congregations and
individuals who
continue supporting us
with such generous
gifts. If financially
supporting a specific
ministry is something
you or your
congregation have been
considering, please
keep us in mind.

March: Just a week ago, Yessenia

Don’t forget to add
us to your daily
prayer list!
Interested in
Supporting?
If you’d like to support
our Hispanic ministry
in Siouxland, please
send aid to the address
on the bottom of the
page. Please make
checks payable to Hope
Lutheran Church with
“Hispanic Ministry” on
the memo line.
Thank you!

Hope Lutheran Church

made an even deeper connection: “It
must be offensive to Jesus when we
try to please God with our good
works,” she said. “It’s like telling
Jesus that what He did wasn’t good
enough and we have to add more to
it.” I couldn’t have said it better!
Picture: Jackeline (Guatemala) and
I have met together twice a week for
eight months to study the Bible and
the Small Catechism.

April: Now that the curse
of the law is gone, we are
free to begin to fulfill God’s
law as new creatures by the
power of His Spirit dwelling
in us—always imperfectly
this side of heaven, and yet,
always covered by Jesus’
blood! Picture: Ed and Eric,
one of our Faith, Fun, Food
catechism students.

May: As faithful
Christians get pushed to the fringes of our culture, we will
rejoice all the more in our
Christ-centered sub-culture, a
closely-knit flock of sheep who
hear and follow the voice of
their Shepherd—a flock that
boldly and unashamedly lives
counter-culturally, living out
the truth in love in a world
where both seem to be rapidly
diminishing. Picture: The
Calvert family at our Easter
breakfast following our sunrise
service.

218 West 18th Street

South Sioux City, NE 68776
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June: Instead of the normal 20 to 25 English students, we have had
between 5 and 10 regular attendees. We’re assuming this is only
because of the pandemic and hoping to see a larger group in the fall.
However, I have been reminded that there are benefits to smaller
groups. Students get more personalized instruction from their
teachers and the environment lends itself toward more vulnerability
and openness. Picture: The daughter of
two of our ESL students drew a
picture of “Pastor Flo praying to
Jesus.”

July: We are currently in the middle
of our Vacation Bible School. Our
theme is God’s Wonder Lab and I have the chance to teach close to 40
children about Jesus’ miracles each morning before breaking off into
activities. The kids are captivated during the Bible stories and never
cease to amaze me with how many details they remember. Picture:
Some of our VBS students enjoying creative wonder lab snacks.

August: We often think
of healing as the only
“miracle” in a situation such as Carmen’s battle with
cancer. But why? Why don’t we see patient, faithful,
perseverance in the face of suffering as the even greater
miracle? How powerful to see the fruits of the Spirit in
the lives of God’s people! Picture: Carmen sharing her
story at our quarterly Siouxland Hispanic Ministry
meeting.

September: We
plant and water, but God gives the growth as St. Paul says in 1
Corinthians 3: “I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the
growth. So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything,
but only God who gives the growth.” All glory be to God!
Picture: Yessenia’s grandkids during a birthday celebration.

October: On August 15, 2021,
Yessenia from Mexico (right), Valia
from Cuba (center), and Jackeline
from Guatemala (left) had the
chance publicly confess with their
mouths that Jesus is not merely “the Lord” but “their Lord!” Picture:
Yessenia, Valia, and Jackie after being confirmed as members of The
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod.

Hope Lutheran Church

218 West 18th Street

South Sioux City, NE 68776
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November: For us who are in Christ, we are each links in an
eternal chain — a chain passing this eternal Word of God from one
generation to the next. And, whether we have been a part of that
chain for 100 days or 100 years, we are equally a part of it.
Picture: Dinner with Pastor Pedro Lopez and his wife, Paquita.
Pastor Pedro was recently called to our area.

December: Following our Spanish Divine Service in celebration
of Reformation Day on October 31, we held a special “Trunk or Treat”
event in our church parking lot for the first time. Hope Lutheran is
surrounded by Hispanic families and we are always on the lookout for
new ways to connect with our neighbors and build a reputation of trust
and love in our community. Picture: Ximena, one of our lucky raffle
winners!

That’s our 2021 recap! From all of us at Siouxland Lutheran Hispanic Ministry, thank
you for your continued support and prayers over this last year! You continue to be an
enormous blessing to us as we move forward with this special ministry to share Jesus
Christ with our many Hispanic neighbors here in Siouxland!

May our Lord bless you and keep you.
—Pastor Paul Flo —

Hope Lutheran Church

218 West 18th Street

South Sioux City, NE 68776

“God loves me dearly, grants me salvation,
God loves me dearly, loves even me.
Therefore, I’ll say again, God loves me
dearly, God loves me dearly, loves even me.”
(Lutheran Service Book (LSB): 392)

into the world to save sinners—of whom I am
the worst. But for that very reason I was shown
mercy so that in me, the worst of sinners, Christ
Jesus might display his immense patience as an
example for those who would believe in him and
receive eternal life.”

This song is considered a Christmas hymn,
yet it does not give us the imagery of the
manger scene of Jesus’ birth like many of the
other Christmas hymns. This song reminds us
that at His birth He came to be our Savior and
Redeemer and how He was to go about it.
Likewise, in the children’s song “Jesus Loves
Me,” we are reminded that He loves us because
the Bible tells us so. We learn more about what
the Bible says as we grow both in age and faith.
The more we know, the more surprising the
Bible becomes as to how we are saved from sin,
death, and the devil.

Furthermore, we state in our
confession: “I, a poor, miserable
sinner, confess unto You all my
sins and iniquities with which I
have ever offended You and
justly deserved Your temporal
and eternal punishment. But I am
heartily sorry for them, and I pray You of Your
boundless mercy and for the sake of the bitter
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus
Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a
poor, sinful being.” (LSB: Divine Service Setting
Five)

God loves even me. That one word puts a
different emphasis on the whole song. But to put
the emphasis on the fact that we are sinners, we
don’t deserve God’s love, in fact, we deserve
His wrath, is so backwards. As Paul states in 1
Timothy 1, “Here is a trustworthy saying that
deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came

We break the Ten Commandments daily. We
have sinned against God through our thoughts,
words, and deeds, by what we have done, and
by what we have left undone. By God’s grace,
we are saved because of Jesus’ death and
resurrection. We are reminded to confess our
sins and repent of them (apologize) to receive

absolution in that “if we confess our sins, He is
faithful and just to forgive our sins and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 John
1:9). We come before God as His cherished
baptized children confessing our sins and to
joyfully receive the Absolution (forgiveness) that
is promised to us in Jesus’
blood shed for us on the
cross. The pastor absolves
the penitents (those
confessing) by stating “in the
stead and by the command
of my Lord Jesus Christ, I
forgive you all your sins in
the name of the Father and
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” (LSB)
“Therefore, I’ll say again, God loves me
dearly, God loves me dearly, loves even me.”

THE LAMPLIGHTER

Theme: “God Loves Even Me”
February 2022
A Publication of The Lutheran Service Auxiliary,
Sioux City, Iowa
The Good Shepherd Hour airs every Sunday
morning on the following radio stations:
KSCJ – 1360 AM & 94.9 FM Sioux City at 8 a.m.
KLEM – 1410 AM & 96.9 FM Le Mars at 8 a.m.

Grace Wolfgram, D.C.E.
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Sioux City, IA

KAYL – 101.7 FM

Storm Lake at 8:30 a.m.

KVFD – 1400 AM

Fort Dodge at 8 a.m.

Main Street Living airs Sunday Mornings on KCAU
Channel 9 at 10:30 AM & Programming at 10 AM.
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1531 Edgewood Drive
Milford, IA 51351
712-337-3325
www.campokoboji.org
camp@campokoboji.org
MISSION: We provide Sanctuary which connects guests with God and His Creation.
VISION: Refreshing Body & Spirit
VALUES: Gospel, Safety, Excellence, Wellness, Stewardship, Legacy

UPCOMING EVENTS
Continuing Education
May 11-13, 2022
Ministry & Discipline in the Midst of the Digital Age
Rev. Dr. David H. Petersen
Join us at Camp Okoboji as Dr. David Petersen guides this Continuing Ed. Course.
We will walk through Johann Gerhard’s methodology for preaching, compare this
to classical rhetorical training as encapsulated in Cicero, and walk through some of
Luther’s and Walther’s preaching to see how they fit this pattern.

Travel Camp: ARK Encounter & Creation
Museum
September 5-9, 2022
SAVE THE DATE! We’ll be traveling to the ARK Encounter &
Creation Museum. For more information, visit
campokoboji.org

HELP PROMOTE CAMP!
We need your help! Print off the following flyers for Youth Camps, Family
Retreats, Counselors, Summer Staff, and JOY Camp! We want as many people
as possible to hear about & receive the Camp Okoboji Discipleship Experiences!

You can also print off these flyers at this link.

SUMMER 2022 SCHEDULE
CLICK THE LINKS FOR MORE INFORMATION!
JUNE 3-5……..KIDS’ KAMP
JUNE 9-12…..JOY CAMP 40th ANNIVERSARY
JUNE 12-15…CUB WEEK #1
JUNE 30………OPEN HOUSE VBS (more info soon)
JULY 3-8………JULY 4 FAMILY RETREAT
JULY 10-16..…JR HIGH WEEK
JULY 17-23…..CUB WEEK #2
JULY 24-30…..YOUTH WEEK
JULY 31-AUGUST 5…..FAMILY RETREAT #1
AUGUST 7-12…..FAMILY RETREAT #2

Summer 2022 Theme:

Administrative Office
409 Kenyon Road, Suite C, Fort Dodge, IA 50501
phone: 515-573-3138
mphillips@LutheranFamilyService.org
www.LutheranFamilyService.org

AGENDA FOR THE DAY
•

Lutheran Family Service is
bringing LCMS Pastors from
around the state together to
hear from speakers—including
Rev. Dr. Greg Seltz from the
Lutheran Center for Religious
Liberty in Washington D.C.—
and meet with our LCMS lay
members (1 Representative
and 5 Senators) currently
serving in the Iowa legislature.
Pastors will be meeting with
these elected brothers and
sisters in the faith to share
concerns about life issues, ask
questions, listen to any information they might share, voice
support for the protect life
amendment, and pray with
and over them for their
important work.

February 8, 2022. We will
gather at 8:45 am at Gloria Dei
Lutheran Church in Urbandale,
for breakfast, speakers and a

brief orientation, then travel to
the state house where we will
meet with legislators.
This is the third year for Pastors Day on the Hill. Preregistration is required to
attend. Check your email for a
registration link sent to you on
Friday, January 14 or follow

this link to register today:
REGISTER HERE.
This is a critical time for life
issues in our country. Your participation will be a great encouragement to our LCMS
members as they represent

Pastors, please plan to join us

God’s plan for life at all stages

this year! Mark the date in

and will make a difference!

your calendar today: Tuesday,

Please plan to join us!

8:45AM – Arrival at Gloria Dei
Lutheran Church – 8301 NW Aurora
Avenue, Urbandale, IA 50322
• 9:00AM – Breakfast Served
• 9:15AM – Welcome & Overview
of Kingdom of the Left Efforts – Past,
Present & Future – Rev. Max Phillips,
Executive Director of Lutheran Family
Service
• 9:25AM – Engaging the Church
and Culture to Defend Life – Guest
Speaker, Rev. Dr. Gregory Seltz,
Executive Director of Lutheran Center
for Religious Liberty (LCRL) in Washington D.C. (an LCMS organization)
• 10:15AM – Iowa Life Issues Updates: Physician Assisted Suicide &
Abortion – Rev. Dr. Jim Lamb, Lutheran Family Service Life Advocate
• 10:25AM – Lobbying Tips &
Logistics – Kim Laube, Lutheran
Family Service Life Ministries Director
• 10:45AM – Carpooling to Iowa
State Capitol
• 11:10AM – Meet & Greet with
the 6 LCMS Legislators at the Capitol
• 12:00PM – Lobbying & Praying
through in-person meetings with
Legislators
• 2:00PM – Carpooling back to
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church & Travels
Home

Register Today for Pastors Day on the Hill!

Tu e s d a y, F e b r u a r y 8 , 2 0 2 2

Iowa Lutheran School Tuition Organization
2022 ANNUAL REPORT (Year 2021)

The Iowa Lutheran School Tuition Organization is the Student
Tuition Organization (STO) created by Iowa District East and
Iowa District West in 2007 as part of the Educational
Opportunities Act passed by Iowa Legislature. ILSTO consists of
14 Lutheran schools located in Iowa providing a faith-based
education to over 1,300 students each year. ILSTO awards
tuition grants to eligible families while providing donors with an
Iowa income tax credit certificate worth 75% of their gift.

$814,860
Total amount raised in 2021 was 100% of our goal.
Please consider a gift today so families can attend a Lutheran School.
In 2021, ILSTO awarded $670,000 in tuition assistance
These funds were awarded to families for 2021-2022
School

Number of
Recipients

Dollars

IDW

School

Number of
Recipients

Dollars

IDE

Boone

39

$31,475

Cedar Falls

87

$121,455

Clarinda

40

$51,450

Cedar Rapids

83

$105,109

Denison

61

$28,744

Davenport

120

$106,435

Fort Dodge

60

$48,224

Latimer

27

$19,969

Paullina

22

$15,203

Newhall

58

$34,253

Sioux City

11

$7,164

Readlyn

9

$2,341

Spencer

54

$68,549

Williamsburg

41

$31,629

Total Distributed $670,000

434
Number of
families
receiving
ILSTO funds

712
Number of
students
receiving
ILSTO funds

$941
Average $
awarded
with ILSTO
funds

$1,500,000
Total demonstrated
need throughout ILSTO
Lutheran Schools

2021-2022 Enrollment in ILSTO
Lutheran Schools in Iowa
79

Valley Lutheran School
Cedar Falls, IA

137

Trinity Lutheran School
Cedar Rapids, IA

180

Clarinda Lutheran School
Clarinda, IA

74

Trinity Lutheran School
Davenport, IA

279

Zion Lutheran School
Denison, IA

80

St. Paul Lutheran School
Fort Dodge, IA

75

St. Paul Lutheran School
Latimer, IA

31

Central Lutheran School
Newhall, IA

121

Zion-St John Lutheran School
Paullina, IA

50
26

St. Paul Lutheran School
Sioux City, IA

24

Iowa Great Lakes Lutheran School

Spencer, IA

91

Lutheran Interparish School
Williamsburg, IA

78

TOTAL NUMBER OF ILSTO
LUTHERAN STUDENTS
DEWEY TORKELSON
PROGRAM MANAGER
Box 176
TotalTerril, IA 51364

(712) 260-2991
Iowalutheransto.com

RMD IRA Distribution
• For those 70 ½ or older or 72 depending on birthdate.
• Satisfy some or all of your required minimum distribution for the year.
• Make sure to consult your tax professional before you make your
distribution.

Trinity Lutheran School
Boone, IA

Community Lutheran School
Readlyn, IA

Other Ways to Give

Stock
• Donor or broker notifies the ILSTO program manager of their intent to
donate stock.
• Donor or broker initiates transfer of the stock after obtaining
ILSTO account information for transfer.
• ILSTO assumes ownership of the stock and sells it for market value.
• The donor receives an Iowa tax credit equal to 65% of the average
value of the stock on the date of donation.
• Generally, the donor does not recognize the gain from the sale of the
stock for federal or state income tax purposes.
• Donor receives appreciated stock value for the 35% federal itemized
deduction and the 65% Iowa tax credit.

Grain
• A donor gifts bushels of grain by completing a “Transfer of
Ownership” form available from the ILSTO.
• Program Manager will open an account with the elevator in
anticipation of the grain donation.
• The farmer must deliver grain to the elevator or currently hold grain
in their name to provide proof of production.
• Contracted grain sales will not be accepted as a grain donation.
• The farmer must transfer ownership title of the commodity to ILSTO.
• The ILSTO staff must make the final decision to sell the grain.
• The donor receives an Iowa tax credit equal to 65% of the value of
the grain on the date of donation.
• The donor does not recognize the income from the sale of the grain
while also receiving Iowa tax credit from this program
• Donors are encouraged to contact their tax accountant for further
clarification.

Thrivent Choice Dollars
• ILSTO can now accept Choice Dollars from Thrivent Members
• No tax consequences

Donor Advised Fund
• ILSTO cannot accept contributions from donor advised funds.

TOTAL NUMBER OF
DONORS IN 2021

174

Largest Gift: $90,000
Smallest Gift: $25

1,325

How much did donors donate in 2020?
$20,001+ = 8

1,361

Contributions for 2022 now accepted

$10,001 – $20,000 = 6
$5,001 – $10,000 = 16
$1,001 – $5,000 = 74
$501 – $1,000 = 35
$500 and below = 35

Lutherans For Life
2022 State of Iowa
Essay Contest
Sponsored by the Council of Federation Presidents
For Students in Grades 6 through 12
Any Lutheran student in a Lutheran school or church is eligible. Lutheran students may also enter through a
home school or congregation, e.g. confirmation class or youth group, when validated by a pastor or teacher.

Contest Guidelines
Students will write a life-affirming essay based on the theme: Blessed For Life with the Bible verse: “... the
Lord protects him and keeps him alive; he is called blessed in the land; you do not give him up to the will of
his enemies.” Psalm 41:2. (Consider being blessed with the gift of life, blessed by God for one’s entire life or
blessed to be a blessing to others.)
1. Not incorporating the theme and verse in the essay will disqualify the entry.
2. Examples of topics the essay could deal with are, but are not limited to abortion, the handicapped, adoption or
foster care, infanticide, cloning, stem cell research, physician assisted suicide or euthanasia etc.
3. Essays should include student’s name, grade (school or church), and email address. All entries submitted by a
teacher or pastor, should include their name and email address. This information should be submitted on the
rubric page used in grading the essay.
4. All sources for references, statistics and quotes should be incorporated within the essay and then included in a
bibliography at the end.
Grades 6 - 8 should submit essays up to 400 words
Grades 9 - 12 should submit essays up to 750 words
Entries should be submitted digitally using Microsoft Word or Google Docs to LFLofIowa@gmail.com by April 1,
2022.
5. There will be a $100 first place award and $50 second place award for each of the two categories. The two first
place category winners will advance to the national contest. Email LFLofIowa@gmail.com with any questions.
6. Grand prize for the national winning entry at each level: $250 plus free conference registration to the 2022
Lutherans For Life National conference and one night stay at the conference hotel.
7. All entries become the property of Lutherans For Life.
8. For questions or resources on the sanctity of life, see lutheransforlife.org

Operation Barnabas
This new year of 2022 marks a very important anniversary. You may not
have heard about this special year. Let me share it with you. This new
year marks 100 years of service of the U.S. Navy's Aircraft Carriers.
Even after 100 years, our aircraft carriers continue to evoke strong
emotions of pride and patriotism as they remain today one of our
nation's most prominent instruments in the projection of military power
anywhere in the world.
Perhaps no other story relating to aircraft
carriers is better known than the daring
mission carried out by Colonel James
Dolittle and his men who came to be
known as Dolittle's Raiders. On April 18,
1942, Dolittle piloted the lead plane, one
of 16 B-25 medium range bombers, that
launched from the deck of the USS
Hornet some 600 miles off the coast of
the Japanese archipelago. Their mission
was to conduct a surprise bombing raid
over Tokyo and other Japanese cities in
retaliation of the Japanese attack on Pearl
Harbor 4 months earlier.
The raid was a major morale boost for the people of the United States and also a warning
to the Japanese that they were vulnerable to air attacks during World War II which would
ultimately lead to the dropping of atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki on August 6
and August 9, 1945.
This year, we remember and thank God for all the men and women who have served and
who are serving on the fleet of our mighty aircraft carriers. We pray they may be vessels to
maintain peace by being ready to engage in war. This is simply a reality in the sinful, fallen
world in which we live.
God's blessings and thank you to all who have served and who do serve in our armed
forces. We pray for them and their families. We rejoice that we live in peace in our nation
that is so richly blessed by our Lord Jesus Christ.
Rev. Dr. Keith Schweitzer (Sergeant, United States Army)
My contact information:
keithlcms@gmail.com
Immanuel Lutheran Church
Greenfield, Iowa
641-745-5143

