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Senior Counselor
By Pastor David Kuhnle

Rev. David Kuhnle
LWML Sr. Counselor
712.545.3022
revkuhn@msn.com
(Pastor at St. John,
Honey Creek)

in serving and living. Singing, Bible study, 
missionaries and a panel of professionals who 
will share their “Walk with the Lord” in the 
workplace are all highlights of the day. An 
ingathering of gift cards (Wal-Mart, Sam’s 
Club, Hy-Vee, etc.) will be such a blessing 
to Mission Central, and will allow Mission 
Central staff to purchase items as needed. 
Registration for the retreat is limited to the 
fi rst 150 registrants. Please contact your zone 
president for additional information. Did I 
mention there will be door prizes too!

Our District convention will be June 17-
19, 2010 at our own Camp Okoboji and will be 
hosted by the Fort Dodge and Humboldt zones 
under the convention theme “Redeemed, Re-
newed, Ready” based on Ephesians 2:10. Your 
prayers for the convention host committee are 
appreciated. Watch for more information in the 
coming months.

Three simple words: Past; Present; Future. 
Make it your goal to capture the past with 
all its joys, bring them into the present, and 
prayerfully move into the future “Serving the 
Lord with Gladness.”

I have said this many times since the con-
vention, but it bears repeating: if the LCMS 
conducted its synodical convention like the 
LWML conducted theirs, our Synod would be 
in great shape. Imagine a convention devoted 
to missions and the work of the Lord. It was 
awesome!

It was also fi tting to have such a mission 
centered event in Portland, OR. The outgoing 
President of the Northwest District, Warren 
Schumacher, shared with us that the Northwest 
and Portland is a “None Zone.”   More people 
put “None” as their religious affi liation than 
any place in the country. Just why that is I don’t 
know but there are signs that the “None Zone” 
is growing. The cover of Newsweek recently 
proclaimed “The End of Christian America.” 
Books like The God Delusion and God Is 
Not Great have topped bestseller lists. David 
Niose, president of the American Humanist 
Association, which is working to organize 
nonbelievers into a national movement, says, 
“Our membership has doubled in the last fi ve 
years, we’re at an all-time high.”  According to 
the “Pew Forum”-a very large comprehensive 
study of religion in America- the religiously 
unaffi liated are the fastest-growing religious 
group, accounting for nearly 1 in 6 Ameri-
cans.” The “None Zone” is growing. 

Why is that? I tend to place the blame 
at the feet of the church in America. Many 
of these “none” people are people who are 

looking for the truth but sadly they couldn’t 
fi nd it in their church. It isn’t that they are not 
listening; it is that the church is not giving 
it to them. According to the “Pew Forum” 
roughly 40 percent of unaffiliated former 
Catholics and Protestants said their spiritual 
needs weren’t being met. How can they when 
most of Christianity has turned its back on the 
scriptures and have embraced man-centered 
religion instead. 

People are looking for true Christianity. 
They are looking for hope. The reason I’m so 
sure about that is because of what we saw in 
last year’s election. What were the two buzz 
words which President Obama used to win the 
election? Hope and Change. People responded 
to that message because they know in their 
hearts they need to change and they need 
hope. No president can really give this. But 
Jesus can and does as we repent and believe 
His gospel.  

The “None Zone” offers to us a great op-
portunity. We have the opportunity to bring 
the true Gospel of repentance and forgiveness 
to a people who are starving for both. We 
have the great opportunity to proclaim the 
love and grace of the Savior. God bless the 
LWML—they get it!

Gospel Outreach and 
Human Care
By Jean Jaskierny

I suspect that the majority of readers in 
this section of The Harvest are women. So I 
want to speak to you directly ladies! You are 
an incredible body of believers! Thank you 
for your involvement, your interest and your 
prayers for the LWML and the work we do in 
the name of Jesus. And while I’m at it, thanks 
to all you hard working, supportive LWML 
men, pastors and vicars!

Our District mite giving is strong and 
steady and we are on track to distribute our 
grant monies in a timely fashion. Your faith is 
evident as you give and collect and continue 
to work in your societies and churches as you 
have pledged you would. Thank you! You can 
also rejoice with your sisters all over the states 
in the success of the National Mite overage for 
the 2007-2009 biennium. The excess mites of 
$82,117.86 will kick start grant payments for 
the new biennium.

Many of you submitted requests for the 
funds available through our IDW LWML 
Grant # 7, WISHES. Sixteen women received 
funds, assisting them in spreading the Gospel 
away from home. These funds are now all al-
located. Lutheran Women in Mission from 
Iowa District West will serve the Lord in 

Jean Jaskierny
VP Gospel Outreach
 and Human Care
Glenwood
712.527.9681
quiltorama@mac.com
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Leader Development 
Chairman 

by Cindy Phillips

California, Kazakhstan, China, Guatemala, 
Indonesia and South Korea. And the blessings 
never end there. The powerful Word of the 
Lord accomplishes His purpose and achieves 
what He desires even when we don’t see it. 
Women come home refreshed, invigorated, 
on fi re, and lifted up to serve in our Sunday 
school classrooms, in the work place, as Bible 
Study leaders, and in support of mission work 
more than ever because they’ve seen it fi rst 
hand. His Word continues to work in the lives 
of those who heard it and were nourished with 
love and care in the short term mission service 
provided.

So keep up the good work! And we have 
a long list of projects and ways to serve, 
don’t we? Consider voting as a lay delegate 
at District Convention (one of our speakers 
at National Convention reminded us that 
although we are just over 50% of our church 
body only 14% of us attend our Synod District 
Conventions), get creative to help raise more 
funds for missionaries in the fi eld, drive to 
Mission Central for inspiration, refl ection and 
a shot in the arm to build up your motivation, 
start a Bible study, spend more time in your 
own daily devotions, teach some girls quilt-
ing for missions, start a FISH (Friends Into 
Serving Him) group which is our LWML teen 
group. You can think of other ways, I know 
you can! 

Oh.... and here’s another one! Write a mis-
sion grant and send it to me, postmarked no 
later than October 31, 2009! Find everything 
you need on the Web site or contact me and 
I will mail it to you, I will visit with you on 
the phone and answer all your questions. Our 
2010 LWML District Convention is less than a 
year away! Ladies, we need your submissions! 
Thanks again, you are the best!

Is every woman in your congregation 
participating in LWML? As your society pre-
pares for another year of successful meetings 
and mission work, I’d like to encourage you 
to think about the various women in your con-
gregation who are not taking part in LWML. 
Certainly, it is appropriate that we all take a 
close look at this prodding question since the 
mission statement of the LWML is “to assist 
EACH WOMAN of The Lutheran Church 
–Missouri Synod in affi rming her relationship 
with the Triune God so that she is enabled to 
use her gifts in ministry to the people of the 
world.”

Of course many reasons exist that will 
hinder any woman from joining a society; 

but have we, as current LWML members, 
done everything we can to reach out to all the 
women of our congregations? Have we even 
tried lately? Traditions and habits are hard to 
change, and just “because it’s always been 
done that way,” doesn’t mean that is the best 
way now. Could there be some “tweaks” to 
your monthly routines that may make a big 
difference in attracting more women to your 
society meetings? Fall is the perfect time to 
implement change, if needed. Let me provide 
a few ideas: 

Change the time of day you meet (even 
15 minutes might make a difference). Change 
the day you meet. Change the location of 
where you meet. Change the order of the 
meeting (start with dessert instead of ending 
with it!). Provide food. Don’t provide food. 
Provide chocolate. Provide babysitters. Ask 
one woman to a meeting. Ask ten women to 
a meeting. Ask one woman to a meeting ten 
times. Offer a ride. Offer a personal invita-
tion. Offer a seat next to you. Set a goal for 
each member to bring one new person to your 
next meeting. Actually follow through with it. 
Set a time limit on meetings. Actually follow 
through with it. Tell them to come early and 
invite them to stay late. Tell them they can 
come late or leave early. Plan a meeting spe-
cifi cally for “newcomers” to LWML in order 
to share about the society, the league, and 
the missions throughout the world. Encour-
age young mothers to bring their babies with 
them. Be a mentor to a specifi c woman for the 
year. Explain the meeting process before they 
attend. Explain how the meeting is working 
while they attend. Keep trying each month. 
Try something different each month. Make it 
personal. Make it your local mission!

Our congregations are fi lled with incred-
ibly gifted women who need to be sought out 
to participate in LWML in order to further 
this ministry to the people of the world. It’s 
not just something you should do; rather, it is 
something you are called to do as an active 
member of LWML. Let’s strive to fulfi ll this 
mission statement purposefully and passion-
ately this year. 

Nominating Committee
By Sharon Hamann

Iowa District West LWML
Convention 2010

The National Convention has concluded 
and has sent us out more dedicated to serve 
our Lord. “Look to the hills…God reigns” was 
the theme of the convention and an inspira-
tion to us all. Let us do the work of the Lord 
and let people know God reigns. The District 
Convention will be held next June at Camp 

Cindy Phillips
Leader Development 
Chair
Breda
jcphillips@
westianet.net
712.673.2201
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VP Servant Resources 
and Christian Life

by Mary Lu Mauritz

Okoboji. We are still needing candidates for 
fi nancial secretary and some candidates for the 
nominating committee. If you are interested in 
one these positions to serve the Lord, please 
contact anyone on the nominating committee 
(Sharon Hamann, Ann Carrick, Jan Magnus-
sen, Julie Carstens, and Pam Wiggins) or your 
zone president and she can contact us. The 
deadline is October 31, 2009. Send to:  Sharon 
Hamann, Chairman, 2308 Safford Ave.; Cor-
rectionville, Iowa 51016.

Well, it is time once again to greet you in 
the name of our Lord and Savior through the 
news in The Harvest. Harvesting in the gar-
den is about done for the year and trust yours 
missed the hailstorms. 

Bad News:  I have shared this previously. 
I need four copies of your rally booklets, min-
utes (including executive board minutes), and 
updated offi cer’s list. I have received some 
rally booklets, one copy of minutes from two 
zones, and no offi cer’s lists. Ladies, these 
items are needed in hard copy for me to do 
my job as your Historian. I keep one copy, 
one goes to district offi ce, two of them go to 
the National Historian who keeps one and 
sends one to Concordia Historical Institute in 
St. Louis. (This way there is always a copy 
saved somewhere.) Please send to me in hard 
copy (paper) form as it is expensive to make 
copies. The zone president can bring these to 
the District Board meeting to save postage. 
Thank you.

Saving Notes
By Dorothea Bachman

I didn’t know what I was going to write 
my article about this time until I received an 
e-mail from a LWML sister asking for more 
information about a Bible study that I had 
suggested in my previous article. And then 
it hit me—why don’t I fi nd some more Bible 
studies from our Web site that may fi t what’s 
going on in our lives today? Like many people 
during these hard economic times, our family 
has gone through lost jobs, a college gradu-
ate who can’t fi nd work, a house that’s facing 
foreclosure, and lots of uncertainty about the 
future. At times I wonder what is coming next, 
and I wanted to see where in the Bible I could 
turn for help. I went searching in www.lwml.
org under Bible studies and came up with two 
that I really liked. The fi rst is entitled “Strength 
for Today” by Faith Richardson, from the 

2002 quarterly. This Bible study talks about 
fi nding strength to get through the day, trying 
to balance everything in our lives, and deal-
ing with the challenges of living; whether it 
be due to being overly busy or due to illness, 
aging, loneliness, or loss. Philippians 4:19 
says, “And my God will meet all your needs 
according to His glorious riches in Christ Je-
sus.” Matthew 28:20b further encourages us 
with, “And surely I am with you always, to 
the very end of the age.”  1 Peter 5:7 reminds 
us to “Cast all your anxiety on Him because 
He cares for you.” This Bible study ends with 
several verses of praise to our Lord, includ-
ing Psalm 46:1-3, 7 and Psalm 28:7. Look 
them up and take strength that Jesus has done 
everything for us!

Another Bible study I found is from 
1998 entitled “Which Way Now?” by Duane 
Feldmann. This study talks about when you 
have a decision to make and how frustrating 
it can be and all you want to do is throw up 
your hands and ask, “Which way now?” The 
Bible study shows how God encourages us to 
bring that question to Him. It goes into how 
God does care about the details of our lives 
and how He wants to answer our prayers for 
His guidance. Psalm 48:14 states, “For this 
God is our God for ever and ever; He will be 
our guide even to the end.” How great it is to 
know that these words are true for us! This 
Bible study can encourage you and strengthen 
your trust in the Lord.

There are so many Bible studies avail-
able on our LWML website—check them 
out! There are even ones with ‘Leader helps’ 
included. What a great resource we have for 
our own personal devotions or for our society 
meetings. If you need any help fi nding one, 
just give me a call.

   God’s blessings to each of you!

Human Care
Vice-Chairman

By Virginia Hefty

It is July and I have just returned from 
my vacation having seen those Martha’s 
Vineyard lighthouses I wrote about in my 
last article. Once again I was reminded of 
our greatest Guiding Light, Jesus. But, as I’m 
writing for the fall issue, I turn my thoughts 
to harvest and Thanksgiving. The fi rst verse 
of the Stewardship Hymn #403 (LW) Praise 
and Thanksgiving goes

“Praise and Thanksgiving, Father, we 
offer

For all things living, created good:
Harvest of sown fi elds, fruits of the or-

chard,
Hay from the mown fi elds blossom 

Virginia Hefty
Human Care Chair
LuVerne
515.882.3287
vhefty@luverne.k12.
ia.us

VP Servant Resources 
and Christian Life
Mary Lu Mauritz
Pocahontas
smauritz@mchsi.com
712.335.6120
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Adeline Gutz
Editor
Pomeroy
712.468.2401
avgutz@hotmail.com

(For LWML articles and 
information to be considered 
for inclusion in The Harvest 
publication, please send these 
to Adeline Gutz.)

Fall LWML Retreat

and wood.”
This reminds me we are so blessed to 

live where we see fi elds of grain growing and 
maturing waiting for harvest. With this harvest 
we have much to share with those who have 
little. The second verse of this hymn speaks 
of labor and serving. Once again our Father 
equips us to work and provide for others.

“Bless, Lord, the labor we bring to serve 
You

That with our neighbor, we may be fed
Sowing or tilling, we would work with 

You
Harvesting, milling for daily bread.”
I cannot help but be full of praise and 

thanksgiving for each one of you who has 
given of your time, talents and treasures as 
you contributed to Lutheran World Relief, 
Orphan Grain Train and other special giving 
projects. Following are the totals sent to me 
by the IDW Human Care Chairman of each 
zone. Once again I will report only the LWR 
giving and will have a complete report for each 
society’s human care chairman following our 
next IDW LWML Fall board meeting. This 
report is only as accurate as the information 
I received. I believe some societies did not 
report to their zone chairman.

Adair: 144 quilts, 36 health kits, 12 school 
kits, 20 layettes
Carroll: 665 quilts, 100 health kits, 158 
school kits, 24 sewing kits, soap-293#, 36 
layettes
Cherokee: 328 quilts, 74 health kits, 20 
school kits, 5 sewing kits, 24 soap-1 box, 
24 layettes
Council Bluffs: 58 quilts, 2 health kits, 
soap-10#
Denison: No LWR, gave to Orphan Grain 
Train
Fort Dodge, Humboldt and Northeast: 1044 
quilts, 254 health kits, 226 school kits, 54 
sewing kits, soap-226#, 401 layettesEm-
metsburg: 663 quilts, 52 health kits, 82 
school kits, 26 sewing kits, 91 layettes
Le Mars: 90 quilts
Mapleton: 195 quilts, 20 school kits, soap-
45#
Northwest; 449 quilts, 7 health kits, 90 
school kits, soap-1bx, 28 layettes
Sac City: 220 quilts, 73 health kits, 7 school 
kits, soap-16#, 15 layettes
Southwest: 326 quilts, 12 sewing kits, 5 
boxes school supplies, soap-49#
Spencer: 201 quilts, 7 health kits, 4 school 
kits, 8 layettes, soap-3bx
Storm Lake: 266 quilts, 54 health kits, 73 
school kits, 14 sewing kits, soap-4.5#, 97 
layettes

These totals make me think of two words, 
sharing and caring. You will fi nd them in 
the third verse of hymn #403.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
•

•

•

•

•

•

“Father, providing food for Your chil-
dren,

By Your wise guiding, teach us to share
One with another, so that, rejoicing
With us, all others may know Your 

care.”
c. Text: Albert F. Bayly b.1901, Gaeli

“Walking with the Lord” is the theme for 
the Fall LWML Retreat on Saturday, Septem-
ber 26 beginning with registration at 9:30 at 
beautiful Mission Central.  The information 
was made available to your zone president on 
July 9th.   Registration is limited to 150, so 
please check the IDW LWML Website or call 
Adeline Gutz at 712-468-2401 to see if full.  
Singing, Bible study, Ingathering and a panel 
of professionals sharing their “Walk with the 
Lord in the Workplace” are just a few of the 
joys planned.  

Please NOTE the Ingathering for this 
retreat will be for Mission Central. Bring gift 
cards which can be purchased from HyVee, 
Sam’s Club, Wal-Mart or monetary gifts are 
also accepted.  What a wonderful mission 
tool you can help with.  If anyone would like 
to contribute who is not attending, your gift 
will be graciously appreciated, just send along 
with someone who is attending.  It will be an 
inspiring and wonderful day fi lled with many 
joys as well as surprises!  Mark the date on 
your calendar and see you then

Convention in Portland
Look to the Hills….God Reigns

 The LWML Convention in Portland is 
over; however the work of the LWML remains 
strong and productive and moves forward in 
bringing the lost and erring into eternal fel-
lowship with Him. “We lifted our eyes to the 
hills ~ for we know our help comes from the 
Maker of heaven and earth.”  From the hills 
and mountains of Portland to the plains of Iowa 
or wherever, Our God Reigns!

LWML has a recycling project to raise 
funds to host the National LWML convention 
in Des Moines during the summer of 2015.  
Iowa District West and Iowa District East are 
working jointly on the project as together they 
will be responsible for the convention.  An 
estimated $15,000 is needed.  Currently, over 
6,000 have seen raised with several years to 
go to meet the goal.

Items being collected are: printer car-
tridges with a metal print head, cell phones 

Recycling Fundraiser
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