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congregational and small group studies.  How can your congregation gather more frequently and 
faithfully around God’s Word? 
 
Stewardship Epiphany—God Owns Everything! 
 

Praise God for the regular and generous contributions from congregations to District and Synod 
ministries.  Contributions toward 2009 commitments can be sent to the District office through 
January 25.  As God has blessed your congregation, you are encouraged to partner with the 177 
congregations of the District in support of mission efforts in the District and into the world. 
 

Commitment “pledges” for 2010 should be returned to the District office by January 15.  The 
“Joy in Serving” convention encouraged congregations to increase their support by at least one 
percent. 
 

Information on the February 11-12 (Thursday evening through early Friday afternoon) 
retirement planning workshop is included.  The event is sponsored by the District Stewardship 
Committee in partnership with Concordia Plans.  The event will be held at Boulders Conference 
Center in Denison.  Attendees are only responsible for lodging expenses.  All other expenses are 
a gift to our workers.  Space is limited so register soon.  All professional workers are invited.  
The program will be especially applicable for workers fifty years of age and older.        
 

Stewardship education is important.  Several congregations have already scheduled a 
Consecrated Stewards program for 2010.  For more information on this and other stewardship 
education resources, contact the District Office.  Including a stewardship Bible study, sermon 
series, and other education pieces brings glory to God, challenges His people and blesses His 
church.  God owns everything!   
 
Spirit-Blessed Epiphanies—We are the Church Together 
 

“Thank you” to numerous women’s groups and other special donors who included “Joy in 
Ministry” as part of their Christmas charitable giving.  It is important to remember our church 
work students and their families.  If you’d like more information on how your congregation can 
support future church workers, please contact the District Office.  
 

We consider it important that Iowa District West is part of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 
“team” representing the District at various church-wide events and bringing insights and resource 
back to District congregations.  Some of those opportunities include:  

- Youth Ministry Symposium (January 8-10)—Rev. Steve Hayden and Rev. Dave Dahlke 
will represent District youth ministries. 

- Family Ministry Summit (January 7-9)—Rev. Bob Riggert has been invited to be part of 
a visioning summit. 

Plans are being made to have District representatives at the annual LCMS Stewardship 
Conference and Early Childhood Cabinet. 
 

Want to learn more about children’s ministry?  A national children’s ministry workshop will be 
hosted by Trinity Lutheran Church, Wausau, WI on August 12-13.  More information will be 
coming soon.  
 
Celebrating His Epiphany! 
 
Bob Riggert, Executive Assistant  
bob.riggert@idwlcms.org 


