
IOWA DISTRICTS WEST AND EAST  

Early Childhood Conference 2022 

 
Early Childhood Ministry Partners, 
  
You will find in the following pages our sectionals and their explana-
tions.  The Committee has worked to provide you with a variety of 
choices that will meet various needs as early childhood educators.  

Please have the sectional descriptions handy when you register online 
as the registration will only have the titles and not the descriptions. 
 
A word of encouragement: 
The “One Song” is made up of the notes of students, directors, teach-
ers, pastors, and parents. We make music together in God’s kingdom.  
God has uniquely gifted each one. Each one is a valuable part of the song! 
  
When we gather at our Early Childhood Conference, we pray that you will be encouraged, inspired to try 
new things, uplifted, and experience professional growth. 
 
As we plan our conferences, please know that because we are Lutheran Early Childhood Ministries, the con-
ference will have aspects that focus very intentionally on the mission of Lutheran preschools and early 
childhood ministries. 
 

KEYNOTE SPEAKER: Jim Gill 
 

Keynote 1: Music Play is Learning Play! 

Thirty-five years ago, Jim Gill picked up a banjo excited by the idea that music, apart from the joy it brings, is 
a great way to play and a great way to help young children learn. In this energizing morning keynote, Jim 
will share examples of his award-winning songs that combine opportunities for active movement with word 
play, rhymes and tongue twisting challenges. Jim discusses how music play inspires young children not only 
to move, but to regulate their movements...not only to sing, but to make connections between the words 
they sing and the printed word and the world of numbers.  Jim will also share one of his musical books, May 

There Always Be Sunshine, and share inspiring creations from children that 
have been sent to him in response to his book.  
 

Keynote 2: A Joyous Way to Learn 
Music play provides JOYOUS opportunities for young children to learn. Jim 
Gill’s active music play provides a context for children to develop abilities, 
such as self-regulation, essential to school success. Jim’s clever word play and 
rhymes in the context of active movement games also provide broad opportu-
nities for literacy development. Early childhood teachers will leave the session 
inspired in the classroom with new songs and playful literacy activities. Even 
more, they will leave the session thinking about new strategies to help chil-
dren learn. 



SECTIONAL 1—10:15 am 
 

1a Music to the Max—Angela Naeve 

Experience the power of music in helping a child learn and grow.  We will catch the attention of the visu-
al, auditory and tactile learners and increase their confidence and determination to do their best while 
learning action songs with deep meaning.  These songs will help them grow emotionally, physically, 
mentally and spiritually. Come join in the fun and be prepared to move! 
 
1b Utilizing CANVA to Up Your Social Media Game—Chelsea Adams 
Feel like your social media posts are in a rut? Ready to up your social media game? In this sectional you 
will learn to use CANVA, a FREE online design tool to make your social media posts pop! Make sure you 
bring a device (laptop or tablet) to this sectional for hands-on practice. We will walk through creating a 
CANVA account, using pre-made templates, creating new designs, marketing your preschool using social 
media, and using CANVA to create other kinds of projects. 
 
1c Sometimes it’s Hard to Sing!  Keeping DAP Practices when Academic Pressure is Driving Curriculum 
— Dr. Rebecca Schmidt 
Educators who engage in Developmentally Appropriate Practices (DAP) in the classroom nurture young 
children’s joy! Come ready to discuss and explore ideas and practices that enable all children to achieve 
their full potential. 
 
1d Outdoor Play—More than Just Recess — Cindy Sperry 
Preschool is often thought of as an indoor activity with outdoor play being a recess or break from learn-
ing time.  However, outdoor play is just as important. Cold weather, lack of time, and getting children 
dressed often deter us, but just as it takes many notes to create one song, notes from both the treble 
and bass clef, so it is important to provide our children with time outdoors.  While a song’s higher notes 
provide the melody, the lower notes provide resonance and ground us. We can feel them reverberate in 
our bodies and they often provide the rhythm. Being outdoors grounds our children and provides learn-
ing opportunities not available indoors.  Come hear about the opportunities for Joy, Wonder, Curiosity, 
Learning and Love of God’s amazing creation when you take your kids outside.  
 

1e Conductors and Fine Tuning (Directors Sectional) — Jan Doellinger and Rhonda Mohr 
A quality band or orchestra has an inspiring and knowledgeable conductor to be successful.  The conduc-
tor and musicians follow the “score” or piece of music that is set before them.  Likewise, Early Childhood 
Directors conduct and interpret the “score,” that is, the Iowa Lutheran Early Childhood Ministries Hand-
book for their school’s ministry.  Bring your Handbook to this sectional.  Rhonda and Jan will assist you in 
fine tuning your progress for success, discussion, and questions.  
 

1f A Few of My Favorite Things — Dr. Annette Anschutz 
Enjoy a potpourri of ideas for parent involvement, classroom activities, and teacher resources.  Bring 
ideas of your own to swap with other participants, too! 
 

1g Child-Directed Art — Celeste May 
Do the walls of your school resemble a Pinterest Art Gallery? Crafts are beautiful and fun to create, but what do 
they tell you about a child’s development? Art is more about the process, and not the product. This sectional will 
give you examples of both art and crafts and how to use both in your classroom. 



SECTIONAL 2—11:20 am 
 

2a Music to the Max — Angela Naeve 

Experience the power of music in helping a child learn and grow.  We will catch the attention of the vis-
ual, auditory and tactile learners and increase their confidence and determination to do their best while 
learning action songs with deep meaning.  These songs will help them grow emotionally, physically, 
mentally and spiritually. Come join in the fun and be prepared to move! 
 

2b Listening to Children on their Spiritual Journey — Celeste May 

How do you measure your children’s growth in their faith-walk with Jesus? There are many teachable 
faith moments that we have the honor of experiencing with the children in our EC classrooms. We will 
explore intentional ways to demonstrate spiritual literacy in the EC classroom using authentic methods 
to express what they believe. 
 
2c Beautiful Music in Ministry happens when the Pastor and Early Childhood Director can Sing To-
gether — Dr. Rebecca Schmidt 
Explore what a partnership and shared vision looks like for the pastor and director working with young 
children in a church and school. 
 
2d Authentic Assessment for Children Ages 3-5 (can include infants and toddlers) — Annette Anschutz 
Can Billy jump, identify colors, and print his name?  Participants will review principles of development 
for children ages 3 through 5, apply appropriate measures of observing and recording development 
across multiple areas of development for assessment, and take home practical tips, instructions, and 
step-by-step guidelines for gathering information to build a child's portfolio. Participants will be pre-
sented with several forms of authentic assessment. 
 
2e Tiny Sparks: Inovation in Early Childhood — Jolie Pelds (Des Moines Science Center) 
Join the Science Center of Iowa in learning about innovation in the early childhood setting. The Spark 
Lab is a mobile version of SCI’s Innovation Lab. Spark Lab experiences, workshops and classes encourage 
creativity and innovation in youth using high and low tech materials. See how SCI uses the innovation 
cycle to support young children in thinking about ways to solve problems related to their lives.  
 
2f Inspiring Music Play in the Classroom — Jim Gill 
This session is a great follow-up to Jim’s morning keynote address. It is filled with the musical inspiration 
you’ll need to keep energized!  Jim will share additional musical games and explain, in greater detail, 
the purpose behind his play. You’ll bring some inspiration, useful in the morning and afternoon, back to 
your work with young children! 

 
 



SECTIONAL 3—2:05 pm 
 

3a Spiritual Resources for Families — Celeste May 
Are the families in your program equipped to continue to develop their children’s faith when they 
leave your center? What resources are available to them? Come explore both time-proven and new 
trends in spiritual resources for families. 
 
3b Sometimes it’s Hard to Sing!  Keeping DAP Practices when Academic Pressure is Driving Curric-
ulum — Dr. Rebecca Schmidt 
Educators who engage in Developmentally Appropriate Practices (DAP) in the classroom nurture 
young children’s joy! Come ready to discuss and explore ideas and practices that enable all children 
to achieve their full potential. 
 
3c Making Harmony — Rev. Keith Haney 
As we work together in ministry, sometimes we encounter conflicts.  It’s important for us to deal 
with those conflicts in a healthy way as we are all part of the body of Christ.  During this session, we 
will explore and give you practical steps to have quality crucial conversations. 
 
3d Utilizing CANVA to Up Your Social Media Game — Chelsea Adams 
Feel like your social media posts are in a rut? Ready to up your social media game? In this section-
al you will learn to use CANVA, a FREE online design tool to make your social media posts pop! Make 
sure you bring a device (laptop or tablet) to this sectional for hands-on practice. We will walk 
through creating a canva account, using pre-made templates, creating new designs, marketing your 
preschool using social media, and using CANVA to create other kinds of projects. 
 
3e A Few of My Favorite Things — Dr. Annette Anschutz 
Enjoy a potpourri of ideas for parent involvement, classroom activities, and teacher resources.  Bring 
ideas of your own to swap with other participants, too! 
 
3f Sing a New Song of Emotional Wellness — Toni Larson 
This presentation will review five aspects of individual emotional wellness and how internal harmo-
ny can be achieved.  The areas of spiritual, physical, emotional, vocational and relational wellness 
will be explored with ideas of how to move from surviving to thriving.  Participants will be encour-
aged to develop their personal wellness plan.  
 
 



PRESENTER INFO 
 

Chelsea Adams graduated from Concordia University, Nebraska in 2009 and is currently called to serve as 
kindergarten teacher at Mount Olive Lutheran School in Des Moines. In addition to her role as teacher, 
Chelsea is responsible for school marketing and is a part of the admission team. She is a licensed foster 
parent in Polk County and loves to serve God and grow her family by caring for children in the foster care 
system and supporting their parents through one of the hardest times of their lives. 

 
Dr. Annette Anschutz serves as Associate Professor of Education and Early Childhood Program Director 
for the undergraduate and graduate early childhood programs at Concordia University, Nebraska.  Prior 
to beginning service to Concordia in 2009, she taught and directed in early childhood programs for 24 
years, 17 of which were as founding director of St. John Child Development Center, Seward, NE.  Dr. An-
schutz holds a BA in Social Work, an MA in Family Life Science, a MEd in Early Childhood Education (all 
from Concordia University, Nebraska) and an EdD in Early Childhood Education from Northcentral Univer-
sity.   

She is married to alumni, Mark Anschutz and has three sons Tyler Oliver, Trevor Oliver, and Nicholas Oli-
ver.  She is the proud grandmother of granddaughter, Sloane.  She has written for Concordia Publishing 
House and enjoys visiting other early childhood programs across the United States as learner, speaker 
and consultant.  
 
Jan Doellinger, in her “retirement,” currently serves as the “part-time” Iowa District East Assistant to the 
President – Schools.  Her undergraduate degree is from Concordia-Nebraska, and her graduate degree is 
from Concordia-River Forest.  She has served at schools in New York, Iowa (twice), and Las Vegas. She is 
married to husband, Jerry.  He’s also retired – sort of – and currently serves as the Assistant to the Pastor 
at St. Paul’s, Marion.  They are blessed with 4 grandchildren.  
 
Rev. Keith Haney, Assistant to the President for Missions, Human Care, and Stewardship, has been 
an  ordained pastor for over 28 years. Pastor Haney’s role in Iowa District West is to assist congregations 
with strategic planning, visioning, outreach to the community, cultivate a culture of generosity, and fos-
ter a climate of human care that connects faith to crisis situations.  He is married to Miriam (Bickel) 
Haney, and they have six children, Mitchell, Todd married to Zipporah, Sharon, Jonathan, SaraGrace and 
Zane.  They have two grandchildren, Matheo and Nalah Rose. 
 
Toni Larson, Licensed Independent Social Worker (LISW), is Clinical Director and Director of Church Work-
er Wellness at Lutheran Family Service.  She has provided counseling in many settings with all ages of in-
dividuals, couples, and families.  
 
 
 
 



PRESENTER INFO 
 

Celeste May began her Early Childhood ministry in 1999, teaching a PK-4 class at St. John Early Childhood, 
in Cypress, Texas, her home congregation since 1969. During that time, she acquired her CDA (Child De-
velopment Associate) from the CDA National Credentialing Program and earned an Early Childhood Cer-
tificate of Christian Teaching from the Texas District of the LCMS.  In 2005, she transitioned to serve as 
the Children & Family Ministry Coordinator for the preschool.  In 2008, she was nominated by her peers 
and selected as a finalist for the Outstanding Lutheran Early Childhood Educator for the Texas Dis-
trict.  That same year she was invited to serve on the Early Childhood Council for the Texas District and 
continues to serve on the Council today.  She says sharing Jesus with children and their families is an in-
credible opportunity and privilege and one of her highest joys.  
 
Rhonda Mohr currently serves as Iowa District West Assistant to the President for Education, Youth and 
Family Life.  Her undergraduate degree is from Concordia-Nebraska – BS in Education and a Director of 
Christian Education Certificate and she also received her graduate degree from Concordia-Nebraska, a 
Master’s in Education.  Rhonda has served in congregations and schools in Texas, Louisiana and Iowa.    
 
Angela Naeve has taught vocal music in public and parochial schools and writes and records her own 
songs.  She has also been involved with a traveling music ministry for over 30 years where she has had 
the opportunity to impact the lives of children and families.  In addition, Angela greatly enjoys encourag-
ing fellow teachers with their mission to influence and teach children.  She currently teaches part-time 
general music K-6th grade.  Angela graduated from the University of Northern Iowa with a Bachelor of 
Arts in music education.  Angela and her husband Russ farm near Gilmore City, Iowa and have been 
blessed with four children. 
 
Jolie Pelds is the director of innovative STEM teaching at the Science Center of Iowa. Her passion to en-
courage creativity and innovation through science and STEM topics can be seen as she works with learn-
ers ages 2-92. Her work includes the Innovation Lab, mobile Spark Lab, Homeschool Science Series and 
teacher professional development.  
 
Dr. Rebecca Schmidt serves as LCMS Director of School Ministry in St. Louis, Missouri. She earned a BA in 
Elementary Education and an MA in Classroom Teaching from Michigan State University, East Lansing, 
Michigan. She continued with an EdD in Educational Leadership and Supervision from the University of 
Arkansas in Little Rock and Colloquy from Concordia University, Ann Arbor, Michigan. Her experience in-
cludes teaching, directing early childhood programs, and serving as principal in Lutheran elementary 
schools in Michigan, Arkansas, and Missouri. 
 
Cindy Sperry has been in the field of early childhood education for 18 years and has spent most of her 
adult/professional life working with children in a variety of environments including public school, Luther-
an preschools, summer camps, VBS, and Sunday School. Cindy is the teacher and director of St. John Lu-
theran Preschool in Clinton, Iowa where her mission is to provide a loving, Christ-filled, play based pro-
gram including consistent outdoor play for the children of the community.    
 
 


